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loss of a lamb of this breed, even in a rfiaderate flock, can-
not be less than a guinea loss; the ewes in this state must
lie often seen night and .day, as assistance is frequently
wanted, and if not at hand the life of both ewe and lamb
are endangered, although the improved breed is supposed
to bring forth easier thau the coarser breeds, from the fine-
ness of their shoulder bones; yet as the legs sometimes
come wrong, they cannot then lamb without assistance,
if neglected in that state, both dam and lamb must be lost.

This breed of sheep, especially the young ewes, are
often bad sucklers, and if the young lamb should be
weakly, and can get no nourishment, and the air should be
very cold and sha. p, he will soon perish; one criterion of a
good shepherd is he who loses the, fewest lambs, in. pro-
portion to his number, and rears the most, and this nas in
some places been very properly made the subject of a pre-
mium ; with good management and attentiori, 100 ewes of
tli.s breed should rear 120 lambs, and so in proportion;
the shepherds are sometimes day labourers paid by the
week, and‘sometime servants in the house, hired at about
eleven or twelve pounds per annum.

House lamb, is not known in Leictstei shire, and but
few ft om good flocks fatted upon "he ewe; the he lambs
for wethers, are castrated at .bout a month old, and the
operation *s performed by slitting the: scrotum, and drawing
out the testicle, it is customary at the same time to cut their
tails, conceving that the loss of M0..1! at that point, con-
tributes to lessen the inflammation in the scrotum, and it is
further thought, that when they are grown up, they are less
liable to collect dirt and to be blown with flies.

Slipping of lam') is thought accidental; turnips are
judged less proper for breeding e*\es, than some other food,
as pickiﬁg at kept grass, rye, stubble cole seed, cabbages, or
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early 'spring grass ; lambs are very rarely shorn, nor other
" sheep but once a year.

The young wethers, here called shear-hogs, are put to
good pasture at one year old, after the first shearing, and
killed at or before they are two years old ; the new T,eices-
tershire on good keep, in mild seasons are soon ripe, some
are Kkilled at fifteen months and much earlier; a good many
are sold out of the county at Michaelmas, to put to turnips,
keep on and finish in other counties.

The average profitable weight is about two-thirds of the
live weight, there are instances of a greater pioportion, as
in the cases before stated, wherein it approaches uearly to
three-fourths. .

The most common marking is tar, grease, and ruddle,
but it is in a small degree injurious to the wool,.on which
account the best graziers content themselves with ear mark*
ing. Small sheds of hurdles are erected for the best rams,
and covered with hurdles and straw; in most other cases the
hedges are thought sufficient shelter, though it is very pro-
bable great advantages might be derived from light move-
able sheds, properly constructed for other sheep. ’

Various are the contrivances for washing of sheep.
Mr. Bakcwell had a sheep wash boarded round, ami sup-
plied with water from a main carrier used for floating land;
in other cases they are washed in a running river, or large
pond, but it is agreed on all hands, that a small sup-
ply of fresb water, is better than a .strong current; when
the water is a little turbid by the sweat from the wool, it
scours better, than when it is perfectly clear and bright *.

Very

* Artificial pools for washing sheep are formed upon small rivulets,
byn akingadam across in a convenient place, with a flood gate in the
mudle, by which the water can be ponded up for the occasion, and

. let
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Very skilful hands will shear sixty sheep in a day, but
from twenty to thirty is reckoned a good day's work ; the
fleeces of some of the old breed would weigh 1£1b. but
the new Leicester do not average more than half that quan-
tity. If wool is well managed, wound up tight, and put
dose together in a dry room, it will keep for three years
or more without much loss in weight, or damage in qua-
lity : it is sold to wool-staplers by the tod of 2S1b.5 a part
is manufactured in the county into stockings, but the
greater part is sold in Yorkshire, for coarse cloths and
tammies.

Mr. Ferryman says, about thirty years ago smearing was
tried by a few, for two or three years, and then discon-
tinued.

I asked Mr. Honeyborne for chemical secrets respecting
sheep, and if he had any respecting preventing the fly-blow,
and maggots, or destroying them when produced; but he
says he had none, but that he depends upon care, and good
shepherding; in short, that he prefers care to chemistry.

Mr. Frisby, of Waltham, recommends, and practises,
the dipping of lambs in arsenic water, to kill lice, and pre-
vent the attacks of the fly; a pound of arsenic is boiled
well, and dissolved in soap suds and water, then poured
into water in a tub, and farther diluted with water, to k
proper warmth and quantity, so as to be sufficient for twenty
lambs; in this solution the lambs are immersed singly, and
laid in a rack on their backs over the tub to drain, squeez-
ing the moisture out of the \W<x> by hand ; two or three
persons will dip thirty in an hour: tPe proper time imme-

let off at pleasure; on one side a pen is formed, and on the other a
paved path for the sheep to ascend; they are also in, some placts
washed in a roomy stagnant pond, where the buttom is sound, and
the water clear enough for the operation.

T 2 diatcly
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diately after shearing the ewes; one clipping destroys all
their lice or ticks, and generally preserver them through the
summer from the fly of the maggot; this account was
corroborated by two or three of his neighbours, who are
in the same practice. I believe care should be taken not
to dip the lamb over head, so as to swallow the solution.
Mr. Frisby reckons his fleeces from three to three and a
half to the tod.

Distempers in Sheep.—Mr. Ferryman states! that two
spoonfuls of spirits of turpentine to each sheep were given
by Mr. Woodroffe of Leak, to part of his Hock, which he
thought were in danger of suffering from bad weather, and
unwholesome li(eep; many of those which had not the tur-
pentine died of the rot; all which had it escaped. What
gave occasion to Mr. Woodroffe's experiment I know not;
but it appears from some letters of Dr. Jenner, published
by Dr. Beddoes, that hydatids, are found more or less in
the lungs of almost every adult, both of men and quadru-
peds ; whilst the animal is in health, they are not injurious,
but if made weak by unfavourable seasons, unwholesome
diet, or any other cause, then they become more active,
work their way deep into the lungs, and surround them-
selves with a horny cyst, the part becomes diseased, tu-
bercles are formed, and the chief springs of life soon in-
jured and destroyed ; seated as they are deep in the lungs,
and guarded with a horny coat, it must be difficult to assail
and dislodge them; nothing seems at present more likely
to succeed than some kind of factitious air, or spirits of
turpentine, for nothing enters more readily into the circu-
lation, and pervades the whole frame more completely:
the urine of carpenters who work in fresh deals, is some-
times very sensibly affected with turpentine. Dr. Jenner
directed a patient of his fo wash bis hands in spirits of tur-
pentine,: whictl brought away a number of hydatids in the

urine,
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urine, and gave relief; if such then is the cause of the rot
in sheep, and the other facts being as here stated, may we
not reasonably indulge a hope of some day or other know-
ing a cure not only for the rot in sheep, but for pulmonary
consumptions: this subject is yet new, but it is in able
hands; and 1 hope that the public, and the Board of Agri-
culture in particular, will afford Dr Jenner every possible
opportunity of examining animals dying of this disease, and
of perfecting this among his many other valuable disco-
veries.

Dr. Darwin says in the Phytologia, the rot in sheep is
caused by the gourd-worm, or fleuk-worm (fasciola hepa-
tica) of Linnaeus. This insect is to be found in ditches,
rivulets, and the livers of sheep; it is about the size and
shape of a child's finger nail, is licked up by sheep in
summer from wet pastures, and creeps up the gall ducts
from the intestines, and preys upon the livers of sheep; it
soon erodes the liver, causing ulcers, and the sympathy of
the lungs with the liver occasions a cough, and a hectic
fever, from the absorption of the matter; a consumption
and death soon follows if left to its course ; the proximate
and predisposing causes he supposes to be, the bUe be-
coming too dilute from too much watery nourishment,
whence it does not possess sufficient bitterness or acrimony
to prevent the depredations of these insects: salt and water
is the simplest remedy; but he thinks hay moistened in, or
sprinkled with salt and water, would be wholesomer for
them if they would eat it, or 60 grains of iron filings made
into a ball with flour and salt, giveh every morning for a
week, might be efficacious.

It is well understood by the Leicestershire breeders, that
sheep take the rot by grazing in water meadow land, after
summer floods, all nature beinfKhen in a state of anima-
tion from warmth: and the insect dtofflIKtate en the wet
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surface, is then licked in by the sheep with its food: no
danger is apprehended from water-meadows from the first
frost to the return of warm weather in the spring, the
water in winter being too cold for the habitation of these
insects; the true management therefore consists in pre-
venting the disease, by grazing sheep in upland during sum-
mer, by draining such upland, and freeing it from surface
water; and a plentiful use of lime is supposed to make
the land, and the herbage it produces, wholesome and
kindly for sheep.

The red water is believed to be owing to the extremes
of keep, from very good to very bad, but most fi equently
when changed from bad to good, aud it is thought here
incurable. Mr. Watkinson has used a preventative for
thirty years, and during the whole of that time he has not
lost a single sheep by that complaint, though it was very
fatal to his flock before the use of the medicine, which is
as follows; '

Two ounces of myrrh, boiled in 60 table spoonfuls of
ale; he gives three table spoonfuls to each lamb about Mi-
. chaelmas, and never repeats it.

The foot-rot is cured by paring the hoof close, cleaning
out the dirt and matter, and dressing the foot with cau-
sticks, butter of antimony or aquafortis ; the former I be-
lieve the best; the foot should aftei wards be kept clean by
keeping the animal out of the dirf; some wash the un-
sound foot with lime-water, and others drive the sheep
upon quirk -lime strewed on the bottom of a penn or fold;
the disorder is believed to be infectious, by a sound sheep
tfeadiqg on the putrid matter.

The scab is always cured by topical applications, by
tofeacco-water, by mercury and grease; by sulphur, soap,
and lard; or by vitrioli®¢id lowered with water; the last
is the most efficacious, but it requires care and skill in the
application, % . The
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The cause of the rickets is not well understood, and the
cure never attempted by medicine.

There are many remedies for the fly; tar water; spirits
of turpentine to dislodge the maggots, and white lead to
dry the parts; the best shepherds dissolve one ounce of
sublimate in one gallon of spring water, and then add three
table spoonfuls of spirits of turpentine; this applied to the
fly-blown part will destroy the maggots.

It is thought necessary to change the pasture for the
flux, and to give rhubarb and ginger, or dragons' blood
and ale.

But the best flocks of Leicestershire are preserved from
most of these complaiuts by care and attention, and a good
shepherd would be ashamed of having a fleece broken or
disfigured by the fly or maggots; they are so much with
their flock, that from habit and acquaintance they can in-
stantly perceive when a sheep is deranged ; and the effects
of the fly would be prevented before a maggot is formed,
by destroying the nits with their fingers, and all or any of
the other complaints would be arrested, in the first instance,
by drawing out the sheep, and keeping it separate from
the healthy flock, in some small close adapted; insomuch
that a disordered sheep is not to be seen in a well-managed
Leicestershire flock. .

It was remarked before, that all the principal ram lambs
of the best blood, are saved for rams, by the first-rate
breeders; if any of these grow out of form, they are cut
for wethers at about a year ol<j; the spirit for ram letting
remains undiminished, and it is very probable that 30,000/.
per annum is now made by it, one-third of which may bo
within, and two-thirds without the county.

It -appears from the opinion of the best physiologists, ami-
medical philosophers, that Bakéwell, in his efforts to im-
prove live stock, hit upon the true principle of improving

T 4 their
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their forms, by selecting the most perfect males. Dr,
Darwju sa\s in Phytoio:ia, the male or site gives suture
and external form, and the female manners and habits; the
"wool is also much affected by the male. If a polled ram
)be put to homed ewes, the horns will soon be done away
in the progeny. The most r *Pid improvement in live stuck
is, therefore, to be brought about by care in tlie choice of
niales.

A umbers kept on a given space. —In Cii A P. VI! 1. ON
GRASS LAND, itis estimated thai 30 sheep may be annuity
produced from 50 «cres, half-shear hogs, and half ewts or
theaves ; and under the article CATTLE it is supposed, that
the pasture land reserved for sheep “mounts to .
o 128,000 Acres*
To which add half the green crops of the

pounty - - - - - 20,000

. ———

Total sheep land 146,00Q

for the s“ke of round numbers, I will suppose the sheep
ground of the county, green crops included! amounts to
‘,150,000 acres, and that 80 are the annual produce ot 50
acres, and the whole county thus annually produces 240,000
sheep; and if, as before calculated, 100 ewes rear 120
lambs, this produce will require 200,000 ewes; from this
figta the sheep stock of the county will be as follows:

Number-
Breeding . wes i»ut to the ram - - 200,000
Lambs reared e e . . 240,000
Shear-hogs”" rams, and theave - - 240,000

thal sheep stock 680,00a

B ———

As
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As the first and the la 4 classes only are shorn, this will
give the number oi ikeces at 440 000, which at four to
the tod, gives the produce of wool at 110,000 tod.

Part of the weather stock is sometimes kept to a greater
age, but in that case ewes or younger stock must be parted
with to make room in the pasture; and it will thus make
little difFereuce in the general produce of the new breed.
Mr. Fcrriman reckons the fat shear-hogs at 1251b. the
quarter, and the ewes at 22 ; but as the largest pro-
portion of the ewe stock must be theaves, of which the
strongest are taken into the breeding flock, instead of ewes
drawn off. 1 believe the average of the ewe stock sold
off, ought not to be reckoned at more than 201b. the
quarter; also though the strong sheep kept in part of the
county are of more weight, yet they being stocked thinner
on the ground, this circumstance makes little difference in
the general result, which (from the foregoing data) may be
stated as follows:

Annual produce of sheep in Leicestershire.

} 20,000 shear hogs at from 50s. to 70s. each,

average 3/. - - - - 360,000
120,000 ewes cjrawn off from the breeding

flock, and theaves to spare from the young

produce, at from 40s. to 50s. each, though

some may be higher and some lower,

average 4os. - - .« . 270,000
110,000 tod of wppl, at Is. per Ib. - - 154,000
Total annual amount of sheep - 7B4000

These calculations are clearly uncertain, and I suppose
high enoupgh, and such as will hardly be realized without

the
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the best management bOtl.l of stock and pasture; the above
prod:.ice of sheep from 150,000 acres, of which 130,000
acres is grass land, and 20,000 acres green crops, is
5l. 4s. 6d. per acre, which is not much too high, when it
is considered, that labour and expenses of every kind is
included, as well as .risk, and interest of capital. I sup*
pose that with this stock upon such land, aud good ma-
nagement, from 1/. to 1/. \s. per acre may be made of
wool shorn, supposing the land wholly applied to sheep,
and from 4/. to 4/. 45. per acre of the sheep, making in all
as above from 5L to 51 5s. per acre; of this one-third
will go for rent and tithes, another third for servants and
labourers wages, taxes of every kind, wear and tear, and
incidental expenses, all of which it is not easy to think' of,
or point out; and when these are paid, little enough will
remain for house-keeping, and provision for a family, and
for old age.
From the above data the produce of mutton
per acre may be thus calculated, 10 acres
gives 8 shear-hogs, at 251b. the quarter

average . - - "o 8001b.
And, 8 ewes, or theaves, at 201b. the quar-
ter, ditto - - - - 640
Total 1440

Which is 144 1b. weight of mfitton, bred and fatted per

acre.

e e
SECT. III.—HORSES.

FROM many curious anecdotes related from one ge-

neration to another, from extraordinary facts, preserved in
the,
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the archives of some of the oldest families, and from cer-
tain old parochial registers, Leicestershire seems to have
been always eminent for a useful and beautiful breed of
black horses. By an agreement amongst the occupiers of
lands in the parish of Whneswold, it was made unlawful
for any man to bring a mare into their common fields;
stallions being thought more grand, and therefore the only
beasts that were fit for the Wimeswold farmers to use.
The farmer's chief pride was in his team of horses, and
it frequently carried him into very blatneable lengths; he
very often bestowed that expense and attention upon his
horses which, by the immutable laws of nature, belonged
to his family and children; and many instances might be
collected of families being entirely ruined by this false
pride, and preposterous folly.

In such a situation, and with such other advantages as
Mr. Bakewell possessed, he could not be long in making
a selection of strong and fine horses ; but where so many
very good ones were bred, and amongst so many ex-
perienced competitors, he found it difficult to take the
lead, and nothing less would satisfy his restless and aspirin;
genius.

In company with Mr. G. Salisbury he went through
Holland and part of Flanders, and there purchased some
West Friezland mares, which excelled in those points
wherein he thought his own horses defective, from which
with great labour, expense, and judgment, he produced
some capital horses, and in particular his famous horse
Gee, the noblest, and most complete and beautiful crea-
ture of his kind that had been seen in Europe. How far
his elegant points were adapted for the labour that horses
of this sort are principally designed to perform, is a ques-
tion perhaps undetermined; be this as it may, beyond all
controversy he was strong and handsome, and commanded

the
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the admiration of all who saw him; for a time he was the
first subject of conversation, and almost the wonder of the
day; he was taken to Tattersall's, and shown there to the
nobility and gentry, with great approbation; and Mr.
Bakewell had the honour of showing him personally to his
Majesty : he is said to have been very quiet and docile, and
Bakewell in describing his points, invited iiis Majesty to
touch him, which was, I believe, declined. He was Kkilled
by lightning in his pasture; a son of his wasf afterwards
sold to Mr. Inge, of Thorpe, for alarge sum. The above
mostly from Mr. Ferryman.

Leicestershire is a horse-breeding county, and has, for
time immemorial, produced more than are wanted for its
own use. Mr. Monk says, great numbers of marcs are
kept for breeding, all of the large black sort; the produce
is sold off when foals or colts, except what are wanted to
fill up vacancies in the teams; he calculated that there are
upon an average in this county 150 horses in each -parish,
reckoning all sorts, and every kind kept; and the county
containing 200 parishes, gives 30,000 for the number of
horses kept in the county : this I believe to be over done,
and shall give my own calculation.

A good many blood horses are also bred in this county,
but these principally by gentlemen for their amusement.
I saw some beautiful blood mares for breeding, the pro-
perty of William Herrick, Esq. at Beaumanor, but he
never introduces any himself to the turf, Mr. Astley, of
Odstone, also breeds and keeps a few highly bred horses.

Mr. F. says the young horses are taken to market from
weaning time to four years old; those for labour are sold
at from 10 to 40 guineas each; young stallions at much
higher prices : colts, after weaning, are kept in good up-
land pasture, or in clovel, with an allowance of corn daily

from
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from then to the next spring ; the second winter they will
do with hay, and a few oats in hard weather.

Working horses are sometimes soiled in the stable part
of the summer, upon vetches, clover, or mown grass;
which Mr. F. says a.:e best cut one or two day9 before
they are given ; but they are more generally turned out to
grass in the night, with hay and corn given them morning
and evening.

In the winter they are kept in the stables, and fed with
hay, cut straw, chaff and corn; the corn is given whole,
though it is the general opinion it would be better bruised
or broken; a different opinion is, however, advanced by
Dr. Darwin in his Phytologia; he says, ' feeding horses
with ground corn does not strengthen them so much as
giving it whole; by their chewing and breaking it them-
selves, the Kaliva is better mixed with the masticated food,
«iid in greater quantity. Some few trials have been made
to keep horses upon potatoes, and upon carrots, and they
have been said to answer extremely well, but the practice
is not any where persevered in. .

Horses, if taken good care of, will continue to work till
they are 16, 18, or 20 years old, and sometimes longer.

The following account of Leicestershire horses is, in
part, from Mr. Marshall, who has continued it down to
the year 1796- As Mr. Marshall was for two years near
the spot, it seems well worthy of preservation; but less at-
tention has been latterly paid to stallions at Dishley, their
principal efforts having been for some years directed to
sheep.

Mr. Bakewjell bred many other capital stallions, that
were shewn in London, and another named K, covered many
years for five glineas each mare; from this he Jiad then*
down to one guinea; and in some other hands they were
as low as half-a-gumea a mare: the price given by the

SCA:00,
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season, for a good stallion, 40 to 80 or 100 guineas, and
by purchase from 50 to 200 guineas; and in a few parti-
cular instances a good deal more*

At Ashby, in this county, is an annual show for stalliona,
on Easter eve and Easter Monday; they are all of the
black strong breed, chi‘eﬂy young horses, rising two, three,
and four years old, some to be sold, others to let for the
season ; thirty or forty are generally shown.

Places of sale.—At the autumnal fairs of Ash by-de-la-
Zouch and Loughborough, and more particularly, at the fair
of Harborough, October 19th, great numbers of foals arc
taken for sale with their dams; the foals only generally for
sale, there are also a number of colts of maturer age; many
yearlings, and of other ages', from this county, are also
taken to the autumnal fairs of Burton-upon-Trent, Rugby
in Warwickshire, and Ashburne in Derbyshire, as well as
to Stafford and Rudgeley, June 6, at whicli places, they
change masters, but are often bought in by Leicestershire
graziers, who kqpp them till they are fit to work, and then
sell them agaiu at some of the above fairs to arable farm--
ers, or dealers, in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, or the
more western counties, from whence at five or six years
old, many of them find their way to London, to which
place they are finally sold for drays, carts, waggons,
coaches, the army, or any other purpose they turn out to
be fit for ; thus Leicestershire is a part of that nursery
which supplies horses to the metropolis, and for other pur-
poses whicli could not possibly be supplied, but from a
rich grazing county.

Mr. Monk has stated the number of horses, of all kinds*
lept in the county, at 50,000. Mr. Ferryman thinks four
or five are kept to every hundred acres; but if breeding
mares afe kept, from six to nine may be necessary ; but he
cannot mean acres in the gross of all sorts, but arable

] - land
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land liable to cultivation; the quantity of this latter de-
scription in the county, besides permamenl grass, &c. Ihav*
estimated at 240,000 acres; if to every 100 of this we al-
low four horses and four mares of working age, it gives
19,200 working farm horses and inares; suppose half the
mares breed, gives 4,800 foals, and half of these.sold out
of the county, or not reared, leaves 2,400; suppose the
same number one year older, or not finally sold, gives
4,800 young horses or colts, and 19,200 of'working age,'

as the total stock of strong horses, in all - 24,000
To these add 10 to parish blood-horses or
hacknies - - - - 2,000

Young horses or colts of the latter description,
and miscellaneous horses of all denomina-
tions - - - - - (2,000

Wp———

Total - 28,000

And that these are sufficient to do the work of the county
I have no doubt, as well as to produce two or three thou-

sand colts annually more than is sufficient to keep up the -
county stock of horses.

The present horse system at Dishley is this: three or
four very capitél black stallions are constantly kept, some-
times more and many more have been, before the . rinci-
pal attention was directed to sheep; these are occasionally
worked, and are always rendered docile enough for that
purpose, if wanted; those kept at home cover at two
guineas the mare, and those let out never at less than one
guinea. Eight or ten brood mares, of the same stout
black breed, are also kept, but no geldings; these do all
the farming work of between four and five hundred acres,
with occasional assistance from the stallions, as wfcll as
from bullocks and heifers; of the mares, all that are fit

are
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are put to the horse, of which three are reckoned upo*
the average to rear two foals, allowing one in three for
casualties; and this system of brood marcs, of the strong
black Kkind, pervades a large proportion of this county,
and who shall gainsay or contradict this practice with
effect, so long as a capital two-years old colt will often
bring from 30 to 40 guineas, and that at the breeder's
or at any of the popular fairs. 1 was informed that at
Haiborough fair, Oct. 1807, colts of two years old past .sold
at 35 guineas ; the present common average price or piune
stock of this kind, may now be thus reckoned ; a ooh at
weaning-time 10 to 15 guineas; ditto, one year older, 20
to 30 guineas ; ditto, two yeais elder, 30 to 40 guineas ;
and if the practice of rearing such colts were discontinued,
or prohibited, from whence must the demand for stiong
black dray or road-horses be supplied, as well as some of
a secondary weight for coaching and the army, except from
where they now are, Leicestershire and Derbyshire, prin-
cipally. If this subject be properly considered it will ap-
pear, that agricultural horses are here pFinripaliy a nursery
for raising a supply for commercial purposes; for self-de-
fence, for convenience, and for supplying the demands of
luxury ; and that so far, independent of their compara-

tive utility against oxen, they cannot be dispensed with.
Respecting the number bred, whether it be too many of
too few, the price at market will always tell; if the price
were low for any length of time, I believe the breed would
be neglected, and the only way to .substitute oxen for
horses, would be to abolish or prevent die demand for the
latter; but so long as that continues they will be bred, and
whoever bieeds them will have part of his stock fit to
work ; and if that be sufficient to do the work, oxen will
not be wanted, or only in part, as at present; the subject
therefore naturally resolves itself into this conclusion :
horeea
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curtailed by the retailer, and that what passes for full mea-
sure is only the wine gallon of 231 cubic inches, and that
the smaller measures are made in that proportion.

Wool is sold by the tod of 28 Ib. avoirdupoise, being
two stone to the tod of 14 Ib. each ; cheese and other ar-
ticles of food are of course sold by the same weight to the
pound, except fresh butter, which is often made a little
over the 16 ounces, by the dairy women who take it to
market.

The general rneasure for grain in Leicester market is, as
I was informed, 34 quarts or eight gallons and a half to
the bushel; whilst according to Mr. Johnson, he sold his
oats at Ashby, at nine gallons to the bushel, and between
these two measures, I believe the custom of the county
fluctuates, except in the article of malt, which is seldom
sold at more than eight gallons to the bushel*

SECT. VII.

RESPECTING the price of products, compared with,
expenses, in articles of great or general demand, tlie
price is sure to find its fair level by competition; for if
the profits were considerable in any such article, numbers
would be soon found to speculate in the trade, and to push
a sale would offer at an under price, till it found its proper
level, and this is the case with every article of necessary
food except bread, and the public are very probably as-
reasonably "supplied as they would be under any interfer-
ence from legal authority; the price of every article,
clearly enough depends upon its plenty or scarcity, in pro-
portion to the demand; and they who possess articles o£

necessary
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necessary food, must either have bought them or raised
them at expense, which is similar* and are as much under
the necessity of selling, to satisfy other demands, and sup*
ply other wants, as the manufacturer of goods, and the
- competition between different growers, and in different
markets, will generally fix a fair price to the consumer.

SECT. VII..MANUFACTURES.

T HE principle manufactures of Leicestershire are, wool
combing, woollen yarn, worsted, and stockings principally
or wholly of worsted, the rnanufacture of which employs a
great number of people, not only in Leicester, Hinckley
and other towns, but also in the principal country villages
throughout most parts of the county.

According to the returns made under the Population
Act, the acting population, or number 'of people employed
in trade, within this county, amounts to upwards of 42,000,
whilst the number employed in agriculture falls short of
24,000 ; the number employed in trade is, therefore, to
those employed in agriculture nearly as seven to four, and
of these, a very large proportion are employed, in the mauu-
fa.ture of wool into stockings.

In the town of Ashby are considerable cotton works,
erected and set on foot by the late Mr. Wilkes, which
employ a great number of the industrious poor of ail
ages.

_In Hinckley and Ashby a good many hats are manufac-
tured, in Castle Donnington and its nelghbourhood a
great many of the female'sex principally are employed i in
the manufacture of patent net lace, for lady's veils, &c-

r S (lépendant
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dependant I believe upon Nottingham' and its neighbour
hood.

Mr. Monk says,." the manufactures of wollen yarn and.
stockings are lately much increased, and the landed iuterest
much benefited thereby;' if so I met with many, who
are insensible of benefits received. Mr. Watkinson in-
formed me that poors' rates \ycre enormously high in his
neighbourhood, (but this was in 1801) which he attributed
to the number of stockingers, who could not maintain
their families; and were sometimes, when out of employ,
set to work by. the farmers; but he observed, they made
but iudifferent labourers. . Mr. King also informed me,
that upon the Duke of Rutland's extensive demesnes, poors’
rates were low, as there were no stockingers, and care
was taken that there should be none; the fact is, that with,
the increased population, occasioned by manufactures”.
poors’ rates increased also, but the, consumption of landed
produce is thereby increased, and the price advanced in

proportion.

SECT. IX.—COMMERCE.

THIS county is well accommodated with commercial
conveniences, the Trent wasfling one of its borders, and
the Soair, its own natural river, being rendered navigable
into it, and for many miles through the county; this with
other conveniences executed or on hand, give it a fair share
of commercial advantages.—SEE CANALS.

The principal manufactured export of the county is
stockings of worsted, and this must be very considerable °

from the number ‘of hands employed, and has also hats,
cottons
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cottons and lace, as before mentioned to spare:: it also
sends a large quantity of raw wool into Yorkshire.

Of provisions, cheese is a considerable article of export,
not less than 1500 tons per annum, according to the beat
information; the produce of this county, ‘going down the
Trent for the metropolis, or the use of the navy ; this at
60s. per hundred, amounts to «£90>000.

Of steep, a very large number bred in this county, are
sold fat to London and Birmingham; half fat to farmers
in adjacent counties to be finished on turnips, or in store
condition to farmers to breed from—SEE THE ARTICLE
SHEEP. Of cattle a great many are also fatted in this
county, more than it consumes, and sold to London, Bir-
mingham, and the populous parts of Staffordshire; these
are in part bred in the county, and in part bought in from
elsewhere.—SEE THE ARTICLE CATTLE.

A good many excellent strong black draught l}forses, and
some of the blood kind, are bred in, and sold from this
"county; in hogs and butter, I suppose it to be nearly in
statu quo; respecting grain it lias barley to spare, but cer-
tainly a deficiency of wheat, and its oats and beans are
eaten by its own horses, as well as its green crops and hay,
by other stock.

In minerals, coal and lime are both imported and ex
ported, but it would have a deficiency of the former from
its own supply ; it can furnish itself with English timber,
but in common with the kindom at large, requires a sup-
ply from the Baltic of the foreign sorts, as well as of all
other conveniences and luxuries of foreign produce.

Respecting the effects of manufactures and commerce
on agriculture, as having a tendency to increase tbe num-
.bers of mankind, and therewith the consumption of agri-
cultural products, and to add to the general riches of the

Y3 country
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country, their effects upon the whole cannot hut be salu-
tary ; the great consumption of wool in the stocking trade,
under the very eye of the grower, must encourage its
growth, and enhance its price; the same may be said of pro-
visions in a populous neighbourhood, and as good properties
and fortunes are often acquired by master manufacturers,
and in commercial speculations, from the natural tendency
to realize, the value of land in their neighbourhood is in*
creased; for the value of land generally depends upon the
population and riches of its neighbourhood, and the more
populous is any neighbourhood, the more inducement, and
even means there is to improve the soil, and its value is
thus doubly increased, by actual improvement, and by in-
creased demand for its produ.cts; that manufactures may
'sometimes, and often do occasion local inconvenience,
must be admitted; but when we consider the resources
and riches of the nation, and how far they have been
caused by manufactures and commerce, on which they
are still in some degree dependant, as well as the improve*
xnent and flourishing state of agriculture itself, the bene-
fit and general advantage derived from them is too evident
to be called in question.

SECT. x.—POOH.

THE poor of this county are, I believe, in as good a
situation as others of the sam.e class elsewhere, yet when
we come to consider it, and calculate particulars, it must
be pronounced rather pitiable. If a labouring family con-
*i$ts of a man, his wife and four children, they will con-

sume
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sume in bread per day, if they can get it, Is. s. D.

which is per week - - 7 0
Rent per week Is. 6d.; milk suppose fide 2 0
Cheese or butchers' meat 2 1b. per day Is.:

per week - - - - 7 0

Per week necessaries - 16 0
but the gflius of a Jabourer and his wife will seldom exceed
upon the average of 15s. per week, whence it appears
that the above allowance must be curtailed, and privations
sustained; potatoes from the garden must be substituted in
part for bread, and the cheese and meat allowance lessened,
for which a pig should be substituted, fed on the pi'emises
from the garden and from gleanings; hence will appear the
necessity of furnishing labourers' cottages with sufficient
gardens and a hog-stye, if the family is to be kept from
starvation. .

The gains of a manufacturers’ family are more, and may
be put at a guinea per week; but even then, if we make
the above allowance for necessaries as stated, there re-
mains only Ss,.per week for fuel, candles, soap and cloath-
ing, for the whole family, which are equally necessaries; to
sa'y nothing of tea, sugar, butter and beer, which if not
necessary to existence, #re at least necessary to comfort;
the labourers' family is-.placed more on a level with the
latter, by an allowance of beer from the farmer, as well
as coals drawn, and sometimes other privileges.

Poors" rates.—It appears from parliamentary documents,
that the sums raised by poors' rates in this county were in
1776:“, i£6,S60, and in 1803, £ 107,568 ; increase in 27
years more than four-fold: this last is stated to have been
Ss. ggd. in the pound, upon an estimated rental, but pro-
bably not much more than 3s. in the pound, upon the real

y 4 annual
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annual value of all property.—SEE POORS' RATES.
CHAP. 1V.

Mr. Ainsworth says, '’ in the parish I lived in, I served
the office of overseer of the poor, more than once at one
shilling in the pound; but in the year 1795, in consequence
of the war, and the advanced price of necessaries of life, I
had- four shillings in the pound, and it did not do. J be-
lieve in the county it may now average five shillings; in
great towns six shillings, and £ have just paid a poors'
rate (in Leicester) at two shillings in the pound, for one
quarter (the above are upon an estimated rental). Manu-
factures, he says,affect and raise the poors9 rates; their em-
ployment is unhealthy, by too much sitting and cenfiue-
ment in one posture, and from the effects of confined air ;
‘this brings on consumptions and premature deaths, and
poverty brings the wife and children to the parish; this
shews that the great author of nature designed the field
to be the occupation, as well as the support of man/'

Mr. Monk says, ' a gentleman informed me, that from
a pretty attentive observation he had made of the habits
and manners of the poorer classes, that a very small pro-
portion indeed of the expense of supporting them wafs to
be attributed to the sober and industrious poor, whether
labourers or manufacturers, the* immoral were generally
idle and profligate, and there -were few villages where
their bad habits were not conspicuous;' that'mending the
morals of the poor would lessen their distress, is not to be
doubted, but it is too much to suppose that a very large
proportion of such distress can in the present state of
things be avoided. ' ' *

Mr. Ainsworth, who seems to have had experience on
the subject, as well as to have studied it with some atten-.
tioqg, obseryes, ' the situation of the poor is deplorable;

and
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and general as it is to excla  --gainst- them, I am of opi-
nion that encouragement would rrake them better; little
noticed while they are wearing out tlierr strength for a bare
subsistence, left unassisted or scantily supplied under sick®-
ness or accident, so that they are depressed their whole lives
after. In regard to sick clubs, some cannot be admitted
through-a®e or infirmities; some are prejudiced against
them, and some to my knowledge cannot spare from their
families the weekly subscription ; and when their labour
is totally over, they have no better prospect in view than
the tyranny of overseers, a badge of disgrace, and the
confinement of a workhouse, the entrance into which is to
deprive them of the little property they had with hard la-
bour attained by the sweat of their brow and pinching fru-
gality ; poor incitements these to care and industry. I
could wish by no means to give offence to any, but as I
am more conversant with the lower classes’ than gentlemen
can possibly be, 1 honestly and concientiously declare this
Apicture is not exaggerated. Would to God it were! I fear
it is not in the pouer of the philanthropic Board to give
die spring of encouragement, to communicate. the most
extensive relief to them ; if they could, they would bear
the nearest resemblance to the source of all good, who
showers his blessings with a liberal hand on all without
distinction. If a large population be the strength of a na-
tion, it occurs naturally that the lower classes of that popu-
lation are entitled to'legislative assistance, to ameliorate
their condition; and as every one thinks they have some
natura”ight to the use of the ground, so mosL»persons are
Willingeto assist in harvest. Lund originally was open and
equal to all, and though one acre of land enclosed is
worth more to the community than many acres in its natu-
ral state, yet when this appropriation first began, the poor
were deprived of their egress and regress; to compensate

them
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them for this loss, * public fund ought to be raised .and
supported by people of property, to pay annuity's to the
aged, infirm, and those in distress, by which means the
.contributors would soon be gainers by abolishing entirely
the poors' rate."—Aimworth. ]
It appears from the observations on the Poors' Laws, by
the Right Honourable George Rose, M. P. compared
with other authentic documents, that the sum raised by the
poors' rate in England, in 1803 was - <£5,161,813
The sum expended on the poor in that year 4,267,000
Of which law suits and overseers™ expenses took 190,000
It may therefore be admitted as a general rule, that ip
-every five pounds raised by the poors' rate, one pound is
applied to other purposes, as county rates and constables,
churchwardens, and other expenses, which to save trouble in
collecting are in many parishes paid from the poors' rates.
There is no reasou to suppose the poors' rate has in-
creased since 1803, as the seasons have been generally fa-
vourable, and corn comparatively reasonable; the average
annual sum now raised in England, upon eight millions of
people, by the poors' rate, may be called five millions, this
is i2s. 3d. per head upon the whole population; of this
four millions is actually expended on the poor, and the
other million applied to other purposes; the assessed ren-
tal of the kingdom is 24 millions and a fraction, but the
property tax near 34 millions, the poors' rate is therefore
4s. £d. in the pound upon the former, and not quite 5s. in
the pound upon the latter; the number of poor persons
relieved were 83,463 including children in workhouses, at
712 3s. 6%d. per head - ,£1,016,422 ft 11$
And 956,243, including children re-
- lieved at home, at «f3 3s. 7 id. per
head per annum - - 3,(}42,053 Iy O

Total relieved 1,039,711—Expense 4,058,476 15 114
Twelve
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Twelve in a hundred, including their families are pau-
pers.

The numbers in friendly societies are 704,350.

An ingenious friend, who has had considerable experience
amongst parish poor, and paid attention to the subject,
says where parishes are small aud not very populous, it is
entirely owing to bad management, if the poor are not well
provided fer and the payment easy; and where they are
large it would be much better for each hamlet or division
to provide for their poor separately, as their wants are
thus much better known: he thinks the custom of cho6s-
ing fresh overseers every year a bad one, they being gene-
rally straugers to the business, and by the time they have
acquired some little knowledge of ,it, leave it to others as
as incompetent as they were themselves; and such persons,
however respectable, have seldom leisure to bestow the ue-
cessary attention to the situation and wants of the poor
without neglecting their own concerns ; hence* in extensive
parishes, a proper standing overseer should be "appointed
with a competent salary, and his accounts and reports,
examined monthly, by a select committee appointed by the
parishioners, who might also attend, if they thought pro-
per.

When poor families are in distress, from sickness or
misfortune, he thinks it much better to relieve them li-
berally on the occasion, than to commence and continue
weekly pay, which growing into a habit, becomes a perma*
ment expense; and much time is lost in large parishes by
poor j>e0ple going a great distance to obtain such pay,
which is another inducement for large parishes to separate.

The wants of a farm labourer he says are trifling, com-
pared with the poor in trade, who often contract habits
of going to public houses, and spending on themselves
what should be shared in their families, and thus bring a

burden
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I urden on the public ; respecting workhouses where poor
people are kept clean and orderly, it is so far good, but
there is a great loss sustained where they are not properly
employed; it is much better to employ them, if possible,
in work they have been accustomed to, than to teach
them any thing new: it is much to be lamented that in

~many of these, improperly termed workhouses, the inha-
bitants are kept in a dirty, idle and vicious state; the in-
dustrious poor are of great benefit to society, and the
lazy are its greatest burthens; it is better to have no work-
houses, unless they are well managed, and the strictest at-
tention paid to the poor, respecting their cleanness, their
morals, and their industry.

Respecting the poor in large towns, where numbers are
(congregated together, the management of Shrewsbury
House of Industry is recommended to attentio , of which
a satisfactory account has been published by the late Mr.
Wood, whose memory will be long respected for .his ser-
vices to the town of Shrewsbury, and the public in gene-
ral, and to the poor in particular. . .

The encouragement and extension of box clubs, or
friendly societies, under proper regulations, is by many sup-
posed to be a measure capable of removing and relievfng
much distress, and much benefit to society has already
been derived from them;  but there is still wanted a further
improvement, and it would be well if there was a hand-
some premium offered for the best plan of the Kkinds, the
present custom of all the members met ting periodically at
a public-house, is subject to inconveniences, as tending to
pr(;mote and encourage carousals, undue hours and irregu-
larities, particularly amongst loosely inclined members. It
is thought by many persons, that as every one capable of
labour, may contribute a trifle weekly to a fund for supply-
ing the wants of the poor in distress, that this, if properly

assisted
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assisted by those who already pay to the rated, and the
uhole properly applied, a fund might be established, that
should, at no very remote period, prevent the payment of
any other rates whatever.

. It seems now to be generally understood, that every in-
stitution of this kind must be voluntary, and not be enforced
by any compulsatory law; in the latter case it becomes
a tax instead of a voluntary contribution, and thus changes
not only its name but its nature. In some of the friendly
societies in the country, a payment of 2d. per ‘week by
each member has been known to he sufficient, not only
for all claims upon the box caused by sickness or accident,
but has also produced considerable accumulation ; in towns
and many places 3d. per week or Is. per month is more
common: if some plan could be devised, by which every
person paying voluntarily to the overseer of the poor 3d.
per week, or Is. per month, should be entitled to receive
9s. per week in sickness, 7s. per week upon superannuation,
or 3s. 6d. per week after 60 years of age, or after having
contributed 20 years, after which length of time individual
contributions should cease, it would do away the inconveni-
ence attending ale-house meetings; to the above payments
may be added decent funeral expenses, and a payment to
widows or survivors, upon the plan of the best friendly so-
cieties, as well as the admission of females upon propor-"
tional terms, and with similar advantages.

The whole population of England and Wales is now
nearly nine millions, of these one half may be under 20

years of age - - - 4,500,000
Between 20 and 40 suppose - - 3,000,000
Above 40 - - - 1,500,000

If one half only of the middle class were to come for-
ward, voluntarily to pay 3d. per week, and the different

Parishes were to meet it with an equal gum, this would
) amount
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amount Annually to about two millions, of which one mil-
lion would meet all the demands for payment, and one
million might be annually funded; this in 32 years at com-
pound interest would amount to 80 millions; the interest
of which would be equal to the sum at present expended
on the poor, and consequently the poors' rate if not in-
creased, might then be abolished; but it is hardly to be
expected that the different classes interested, should be
brought cordially to unite in a measure of such magnitude, or
even that compulsatory means would be successful. What
then remains is to encourage by fair means and bounties,
those voluntary contributions, and to divert them from
ale-houses as much as possible. .

In a pamphlet, by Lord Somerville, on Wool, and other
important subjects, are several projects for relieving the
poor by contributions, instead or the present poors' rate ;
but the general opinion seems to be, that such contribu-
tions must be voluntary and not forced, otherwise they
partake of the nature of a tax on the lower classes to re-
lieve themselves.

In the different reports of the society for bettering the'
condition of the poor, are also many humane propos:ls for
their relief; but these being-already before the public, need
not be detailed here.

SECT. XI.—POPULATION.

THE population of this county, at the conquest, i*
stated in Nichols's History to have been 34/300; in 1789,
it was estimated at 85,000; but this I suppose to have been’
an under estimate, as in 1803, under the Population Act,

‘ the
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the following returns were made; total inhabitants 130,081;
males 63,943; females 66/138 ; houses 25,992; families
27,967 ; employed in agriculture 23,823; in trade 42,036,
and the inhabitants upon a square mile 159, the average
of England and Wales being 152. _

In 20 parishes of Framland hundred, the north part,
containing 5731 inhabitants, upon an average of 20 years
the deaths were 1 in 43 per annum.

Bottesford, | in 36 ditto..

Godeby Maureward, 1 in 76 ditto.

Bafthtns. Burials. Marrhgeu
Melton Mowbray for 20 years, from
1547 . . . 565 338 147
Do. for 20 years ending 1789 - 803 753 262
A tradition of the plague being at Melton in 1636, and 1637, in
1636 were 122 burials. ‘
In 1637, 405 ditto, not more than 60 having been in any former
year.

Births and Burials in Sundry Places:

Births. Burials*

Burton Lazars, in 20 years from 1718 '100 100
Do, last 20 years to 1794 - - 140 80
Frcby, from 1604 in 20 years - -90 50
Do. last 20 years to 1794 - - 50 40
Burton Overy, for 5 years ending 1575 - 57 22
Do. last 5 years to 1794 - v 76 50
The two Kibworths, Smeton and Waterby, Acres.
200 dwelling houses in the three - . 3950
In 5 years from 1575 - ~ - 125 100
Xast S years to 1794 - -, 164 103
Jaxton, 1755 acres, from 1690 in 5 years 39 18
Last 5 to 1794 - 58 46
Whetstone, 2025 acres, from 1595 in 5 years 5t 40
Last 5 - 79 53

Blaby, 1750 acres, 100 hoases,
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Births. Suridl

, From 1560 in 5 years - - 29 12
. N Last 5 - . -102 . 57
J&ilby, 1020 acres, a former period of 5 years 17 17
Last5 ' - - 40 36
Wistow, 892 acres, 5 years to 1588 - 25 18
Last 5 - - 41 26
Fleckney, 60 dwellings, 1300 acres, 5 years to
1586 - - 29 27
Last 5§ A - 21 22
Ansty, 800 acres, S years to 1577 - 89 22
Lasts - - 92 68
Newton Linford, 60 houses, 5 years to 1653 45 39
B Last 5 - - 45 42
Sivithlaud, 5 years to 1676 - -~ 25 15
Last 5 - - -30 30
Husbands Boswortb, 150 houses, S years to 1568 60 42
Last 5 - - Ti 72
Lutterworth in 1780 had 370 houses, 1784 souls.
In 40 years there had been - - 1728 1745
In 5 years ending 1653 - 18%* 1(.;
Last 5 - - 206 25"
Many -dissenters not registered—Wicldiff rec- '
tor here. .
Loughborough, 5 years ending I 39 1 ftf
Last § - -~ 701
Market Bosworth, 150 housez, 5 years ending
1653 - . J."» 34
LastS ' - 94
Harborough, S years ending 1584 - 73
Lasts - - 149

General Recapitulation.
Former period.  Latter period
Edfﬁlmi st "o

r = 7 n

1. Town#*
Melton Mowbray in 20 years = 565 338 803 753
in Syears = 184 162 206 250

Lutterworth
Loughborough, Do. - 289 181 701 468
Market Bogworth Do. ~ 65 &3 91 59

Harborough
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food to spare; the county is certainly healthy, as any part
of the kmgdom, but the greatest mortallty is in towns, as
the gbove tabie will show, in which the number of deaths
approach the births, much nearer than in the country pa-
rishes, thoqgh Loughborough upon a gravelly, sound, dry
soil, seems an exception.
The modes of living arc good, and rather inclined to
luxurious. . Wheaten .bread, with beef, mutton, checsu and
- butter pf the best, are the principal diet of all who can,
raise it, as well as vegetables and beverage in pei'fection ;
and the want of which is only known by those in poverty

and distress, and whose feelings prevent their applying for
relief.

CHAP-
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horses and oxen in husbandry work, on which a premium
shall be awarded—g guineas.

To the man’ who shall cut, lay, or plash an hedge, in
the best and most effectual manner as to the preservation
of the quick, and for making it a fence, the same to be
ascertained by the owner and two of the committee, a
premium of—3 guineas.

To the person who shall, at the annual meeting for 1808,
report the most satisfactory information, as deduced front
actual experiments, of the soils qnd situations best adapted
for orchards, and of the means used in (heir plantation
and subsequent management—10 guineas.

For the best cow that shall haye produced not less thai)
3 calves, and shall be in milk at the time of shewing, the
time of her-last calving being ascertained by the owner—
6 guineas. ‘

For the second best ditto—4 guineas.

These premiums not to be given for any animals of
mixed breeds, nor unless the particular breed is ascertained
to the satisfaction of the judges.

The following conditions are to be complied with by all
candidates for premiums.

Every candidate, or person appearing on his behalf, is to
enter his stock or claim to a premium with the secretary,
on or before the 1st day of September next, the stock to
be exhibited at a time and place to be appointed by the
committee. A certificate, in the following form, is to be
delivered to the secretary at the time of entry: -

1, A. B. do certify, that the ' intended
to be produced for the premium offered by the Leicester®
shire and.Rutlandshiré Agricultural Society in class
is the property of
[Here shall follow a statement of such other particulars as

way






IISCJELLAKEOUS ARTICLES. 359

ﬁvay be required by the terms of the premium, and for
ascertaining the claim of the candidate.]
(Signed)

The secretary is requested not to disclose the cutries of
daims for premiums until after the 1st day of September,
J8O8.

All cattle shewn must be previously rendered tractable,
in order to prevent accidents.

No candidate to enter more than one lot in the same
class.

la every claw wbere doubt shall arise, the committee is
to decide.

Tbere shall not be more than three judges for eacii de-
scription of animal, and no-person is to act in that capacity
in any case in which he may be interested.

Instructions to the judges.—You shall decide which is
the best animal, or lot of animals, in the several classes,
having a regard, in forming your judgment, to excellence
and utility of form, quality of flesh, lightness of offal,
propensity to fatteu, and early maturity, as far as may be
consistent with the special terms of the premium. Also
in sheep, to quantity and quality of wool. Having signed
your adjudication, you are not afterwards to propose any
change, nor to mention your decision till announced by the
committee. You are not to disclose the opinion of each
other; and the decision of the majority is to be conclusive;
and you shall number the lots in each class in the order of
their merit.

G. N. NOEL, Chairman.

Mr. Samuel Stone produced a heifer only 2 years and 10
nionths old, which had reared a calf in 1806; and was suf-
ficiently fat to be worth the best market price of the day.
Also, another heifer, 4 years and a half old® which had
had four calves.

' Aad
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Mr. Stone proposed to the committee to go on with ex-
periments respecting these animals, and promised to com-
municate the result, at a future time, to the Agricultural
Society.

Mr. Watkinaon produced a cow of 8 years old which
had reared 6 calves.

The above named animals had very considerable merit
in the opinion of the meeting, but, on account of infor-
mality in the notices of intention to shew them, could not
be entitled to the premiums of the Society.

Clement Winstanley, Esq. V. P. exhibited a handsome
cow, but which was not offered for any premium.

Several pens of sheep were also produced, but on
account of irregularity, no premiums were adjudged.

A claim from Colonel Crump was received for the pre-
mium offered for clearing land from ant-hills.

'Edwyn Burnsby, Esq. produced a drill ma():hine, made
by Mr. Hicks, of Leicester.
' By order,

-

R. COOKE, Sec.

GLO
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Caps or hackler's, hood sheaves of corn shocks.

Cbapmanry, a small return on receiving money for beasts
or corn.

Clam or clammed, starved by hunger.

Cleries, draft iron of a plough.

Cockheads, a weed, knapweed, also plaintain heads.

Crow-flower, crow-foot, ranunculus.

Corned, fed with grain.

Cullings, refuse, out-casts of a flock.

D.

Daglocks, beltings or burlings of wool.
Dee hettle, a weed, nettle hemp, or lamicoms.
Dog fennel, a weed, corn, camomile.
Donk, damp.

E.
Eavins, eaves of thatched buildings™*
Elder, the udder of a cow.

F.
Feeders, fatting cattle.
Fegg, rough dead grass.
To fettle, to adjust, or put in order.
Fin, a plant, ononis, rest harrow.
Finch backed, white backed, or streaked cattle.
Fitchet, a pole cat.

G.
Galls, moist springy plates on land.
Garner, a bin in a granary, or mill.
Gaun, a gallon measure, also a small pail or tub.
Gearing, the harness of a horse, or ladder, and side rails of

a carriage in harvest.

Gorse, furze or whin, ulex Europoeus.
Gurgeons, pollard, or a sort of bran.

Gutter, a small ditch or drain.
s Hear
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H.

Heart spurn, tap root.

Hengerse, ononis spinosa, thorny rest barrow, to hike, K»
strike, or gore with the horn.

HiHocjfSi mole-hills, or ant-jhills;

Hooders, cd'\fering sheaves, of wheat shocks.

Hubbs, naves or stocks of wheels.

K.
To kibble, to grind corn perfectly.
Kids, faggots.

L.

Lag, a shake in timber.

Lamb hogs, yearling sheep, before shearing.
Lap love, corn bind weed, convolvulus.
Lay for cattle, hired pasture.

Lays, grass or pasture land.

M,
Muck, compost of dung and straw,

N.
Nag, a saddle horse.

P.

Pad, a traced path.

Passer, a nail passer, a gimblet.

Pin fallow, winter fallow.

Pingle, a small croft.

Piles, awns of barley.

Poothery, close, cloudy, sultry weather.

Q.
Queest, the wood pigeon.
Quart of butter, three pounds.
R.
Raun-piked, dead-branched tree, stag-headed.
Raw weather, wet and cold weather. .
Roarer, a restless cow, also a rupture-winded horse.
Rood*

LS
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Rood, a customary me sure of & yards.

Ruck, a heap.
S.

Sarver, a corn scuttle.

Score, twenty in number*

Scedness, seed time. )

Shear hog, a wether or ram, yearling sheep after shearing.
Sludge, mire.

Sough, or stiff, a covered drain.
Spinney, a clump, or small coppice.
Stail, handle, as fork stail, mop staiL
Stalled, a carriage set fast in a slough.

To stock up, to grub up.

Stodged, filled to the stretch.

Strike, a measure once stricken originally.

Stump, a post.
T.
Tankard turnip, the long-rooted turnip.

Tothack, to thatch.
Theave, a yearling ewe after shearing,
Thoan, damp, not thoroughly dry.
Thrave, 24 sheaves or boltings.
Twitch, or squitch, coach grass.

W.

Wall spring,” a spring breaking through the surface.,

Wastrel), outcast.
Willow weed, | o”/gonum peisicaria.
Welly, almost.

CONCLUSION.
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CONCLUSION.

MEANS OF IMPROVEMENT, AND THE MEASURES
CALCULATED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

T HE improvement of every species of live stock has
been already attended to .in this county, with a success
which proves they have acted upon true principles, and a
continuance of which will extend and increase such im-
provement. If any thing be wanting to make it more
general and extensive, it may be the assistance of the
landlord or his agent in procuring improved male animals,
for the use of the smaller tenantry, charging them interest
for the expense of such accommodation. &

The improvement and increase of the means and re-
sources for supporting capital live stock has also, in some
measure, kept pace with the improvement of such stock.
Much has been done in draining and irrigation, and thus
ilnproving and increasing the produce of grass land, as-
well as in the cultivation of green crops, and the introduc-
tion of new species or varieties of the best kinds: it re-
gains therefore to extend drainage and watering to all land

1c.,apable of those improvements, and much remains still 7<\
Cdane e el o nr
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rendered unsightly by ant-hills; these should be removed,
as well as bushes, and other rubbish. The inferior pas-
tures should be permitted to be ploughed up, in order to
improve them, and lay them down better.. Their improve-
ment would be effected on strong land, thus: I. Drain
where necessary, and plough up for oats; and, in Case of
tough hassocky turf, pare and burn before ploughing, so
far as that extends : 2. After the oats, plough in autumn,
and give a complete winter and summer fallow for wheat
or barley, with from five to six tons of lime per acre, and
plenty of the best seeds sown with the barley, or if wheat
amongst the crof) in the spring; for lighter lands, after the
oats, fallow for a green crop, and lime as before ; and, if
the ground be not well cleaned and pulverised, repeat a
second green crop, and lay down in spring with barley, or
spring wheat, with plenty of the best and cleanest seeds.
It is necessary to the complete success of the seeds, that
the green crops preceding them should be eaten off in time,
do as to admit of the land being well pulverised by two
ploughing.?, for grass seeds sown amongst clods will not
succeed so as to form the best pasture. Plenty of white
clover should be sown, eight ‘or ten pounds of the seed per
acre, if pcrinament pasture is intended, and on the proper
soil a peck or more of burnet should be added. This plant
is adapted only to dry calcareous soils, where it will be
perennial and productive: on moist or strong loams it is
improper, and the best natural grasses are to be preferred :
and her* I cannot but express a wish, that the respectable
Agricultural Society already formed, would encourage the
growth of the best native and perennial grasses, and
other plants, by offering and continuing a premium for
the best cultivated herbage for mowing, of the first year,
S0wn with barley, or in some other prop of grain; ahd the *

principal
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principal staple of which shall not be red clover and ray
grass, but some other perennial herbage fit for pasture/ or
mowing annually, and not being less than five acres, sup-
pose ten guineas; and for the second best, and not being
less than three acres, suppose five guineas. By an encou-
ragement of this nature, perhaps something may be ‘brought
forward to improve the grass land, even of the county of
Leicester: the crops to be viewed at Midsummer by
proper judges appointed by the Society.

If any fault is to be found with the general system of
Leicestershire agriculture, it is with the scanty breadth of
land sown with wlieat; but this cannot well be increased
from the other cultivated lands, without lessening the
quantity of live stock. The oats, beans, and vetches growu
are all consumed by the horses, necessary to keep up a
breeding stock, and do the agricultural and other business.
Fallows are as nearly abolished as they can be expected to
be, and the number of sheep and cattle kept cannot be
lessened, without the ill effect of such a measure being
severely felt, in the populous neighbourhood and in the
metropolis. The cultivation of Charnwood would pro-
bably for many years, add 1000 acres per annum, to the
breadth of wheat grown in the county.

* And here I cannot but again repeat, that the destruc-
“lon of weeds with flying seeds-, growing in hedges, high-
ways, and on heaps of compost, as well as in cultivated
land, would be a means of general improvement, and that
the foulness of the beans* and other crops, is in some mea-
sure owing to this neglect; and that if this object be ne-
glected by die occupier,'it is worthy the interference of
the landlord or his agent, if not of the police, as a means
to improve the country. .
As an abstract of the whole, and to delineate the idea
I have
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I have formed of Leicestershire agriculture, cultivation,
and stock kept, 1 will suppose art ideal farm, containing
a two-thousandth part of the extent of the county, stocked
and conducted uporn the general average system of. Leices-
tershire management, as now in practice in the county.
Such a farm would Contain, within fractions, nearly as
follows:—

Acres.
Acres in the gross - - 201
Waste land and woodland To- 21
Cultivated land - - 240
Strong clay loam at grass - - 40
Milder loam, permament pasture and meadow 60
Clover, or temporary pasture - 40
Total grass land - - 1 GO
Tillage, Wheat ‘12, barley 20, oats U - 47 A
Beans 6, pease and vetches 4 - 10
Green crops, including potatoes on |80
Fallows for wheat and barley -
Total as before - - QL0
dttlp.
Lite Stock.—Dairy Cows - - 8
Fat cattle annually bred on the
farm o' _ - 4
Bought in and fatted annually 12
Acre*
Occupying, young stock included, grass land - 65 % "5
trreen crops- - 10

Sheep
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Produce of 5 acres of wheat, 125
bushels, at9s. 3d* per bushel
Do. of La ley, after providing for
seed, malt, and hogs, 50 quarter
at 21. - - -
All other crops consumed on the
premises.
Cattle—Produce of 8 dairy cows
at 141.10s. - 116
Do. of 4 Lred and fatted on the pre-
mises, at 211. ... f . 84
Frofit of 12 bought in'and. fatted,
81. each - - 96

L.' s. ».
57 16 S

100 0 9

29 0 O

Sheep. -60 Sheer hogs, annually
sold at 31. . £ 180
60 Ewes and theaves at
21.5s. . 135
£20 Fleeces, 55 tod, at

0

0

Is. 8d. . 77 0 0

392 0 0

Horses, 14 kept in all, 2 annually
sold, barring accidents, at 25
guineas each

52 10 0
"898 6 3

As part of the produce of hogs wag reckoned in the dairy,
the rest must be allowed to fill up deficiences, and the
articles of sale from this farm may be put' annually at
9001. after supplying bread and beer for those employed

and their families.

Butcher's meat for 24 persons, at half-a-pound
each per day, 6d. per pound, for one year, L. S. D.

amounts to

109 10 O
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good pasture plant, as well as in hay, being more fragrant
dry than green.

4. The liquorice vetch (astragalus glycyphyllos) is of the
most luxuriant growth, and eaten by all sorts of cattle, but
has, 1 believe, never yet been cultivated.

5. Kidney vetch, or ladies finger, (anthyllus vulneraria).
I have often seen this plapt grow with VlgOllI‘ upon poor
barren soils, and on such think it worthy of cultivation,
if not on better land; my horse eat it freely; cows also
eat it.

6. Bird's foot trefoil (lotus corniculatus) of very gene-
ral growth in most strts of land, meadows, pastures,
heaths, and road sides, and not liable to lose its verdure in
the driest weather; horses and cattle eat, in Hertford-
shire ; it is cultivated for sheep; (Bot. arr.) I have often
wondered its cultivation was not more general; it Is
strongly recommended by Mr. Anderson; it grows much
higher than any of the trefoils, or medicago lupulina, aud
aukes extremely gdod hay.—Mr. Woodward.

7. Common bud's foot (ornithopus perpusillus) grows-
on sandy banks, road sides, heaths and pastures;. found it
on dry banks, in the vale of Belvoir; not subject to be
injured by drought, and worthy of cultlvatlon in poor dry
land.

8. Yellow medick (medicago falcata) in sandy pastures,
and about Norwich plentifully; in hot, dry, 'barren, sandy
places, it is well worth the trouble of sowing, for the pur-
pose of making into hay, a practice long sinqge adopted
in sonre f)arts of Sweden—Withering. All kinds of cattle
eat it.

9. The sea pea (pisum maritimum) deserves more atten-
tion, if what be said of it be true, that in 1555, during a
time of great scarcity, the people about Orford, in Susséx,
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were preserved from perishing, by eating the seeds of thiar
plant, which grew there in great abundance (Bot. air.)
upon the sea coast. Supposing this correct, it must be very
nutritive and productive ; and all sorts of cattle are said to
eat it.

10. Wood peaseling, (orobus sylvaticus). I have seen
this plant in flower and pod, very early in the spi ing, upon
poor cold soils; whence it sesms probable, that sown in
autumn; it would be a very early spring plant; all sorts of .
cattle eat it, and it flowers in April and May on poor cold
land, but in sheltered situations, being commonly by hedge
sides, or in woods, though it may be found in pastures; it is
a perennial plant, '

Of the grasses, some of the principal have been men-
tioned before, in Chap. VIII. on GRASS LAND ; and re-
commended for cultivation by name, with a list of others.
"A he following are recommended in addition :

Meadow soft grass, white hay-seeds of Yorkshire (holcus
lanatus). 1 have seen a piece of upland mow well with
ihe natural produce of this érass, the first year; when the
>ecds sown have failed; it is fine in the stem, and makes
good hay as well ax good pasture. _

Timothy grass (phleum pratense) has been cultivated
"nd is productive;, but somewhat coarse; is good in hay anJ
pasture. _

Dwarf meadow grass (poae annua) excellent fine and
?T‘Peet pasture; will sow, and re-produce itself quarterly,
tf not grazed. Suffolk grass, worthy of being sown in any
Pasture, if the seeds could be procured; i» sometimes trou-
blesome on paths and gravel walks, froln shedding its seed,
Mg their tenacity of growth.

‘dquatic grasses.—In situations where water could be
*hed gver the land at pleasure, the flote fescue (festuc*
. Lsessten.) cc fluiu«y
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fluitans) would make an excellent rich pasture; I suppose
it might be easily propagated, as its seeds are in abundance.
It is to be found in wet ditches, and on the edges of ponds
Tery common. Dr. Withering says, the seeds are small,
_but very sweet and nourishing; they are collected in several
parts of Germany and Poland, under the name of manna
seeds, and are esteemed a delicacy in soups and gruels, on
account of their nutritious quality and - grateful flavour:
geese are very fond of the seeds, and well know where
tQ find them'; many a poor old horse has been bogged
in search of this grass, of which they are remarkably
fond. '

The water hair-grass (aira aquatica) would albo make a
very good addition to the last, in a flote meadow; it grows
in drains and watering places, and on the banks of
rivers; and has the most saccharine taste of any native
plant I am acquainted with; cattle are very fond of it,
and it is of fine and Kkindly appearance, and must be very
nutritive.

The reed meadow grass (poa aquati_ca) is an extremely
useful grass to sow upon the banks of rivers or brooks,
where it often grows naturéllly. Mr. Curtis informed mt
that it was cultivated in the Isle of Ely; all sorts of cattle
are extremely fond of it.—Withering. -

The reed grasses (arundo phragmites, 8c calamagrostis
variegata) are very productive, and acceptable to horses
and cattle in their green state; they, as well as the preced-
ing, should be mowed, atid carried to the stalls or stables.
J have known and heard of several instances of large teams
of horses doing well with them in summer, and they are
equally acceptable to cattle of all sorts.

The rib grass (plantago lanceolata) has been often sown
with other seeds; it has been observed, that cattle refuse it

alone;
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alone; but 1 have been informed by an attentive grazier,
that the greatest value of this plant is in its seeds, which
cattle devour eagerly, and that they are very, nutri-
tive. ' ) ‘

Meadow burnet (sanguisorba ofﬁginalis) has never, I
believe, been cultivated, but is in great plenty in moist
meadows, and in some moist pastures; it makes good hay,
and as I have been assured by an attentive friend, preserves
the colour of hay it abounds in, of a fine green, and pre-
vents its being discoloured by over heating. -

Comfrcy (symphytum officinale) and English mercury,
or wild spinach, (chenopodium borons Henricus) have
already obtained a'place in many gardens, and are a good
addition to our esculent herbage ; the lamb's lettuce (vale-
nana locusta) very common in the field, isaho cultivated
as a sallad; and the (cardamine hirsuta) hairy leaved ladies.
smock, is worthy of the same attention for the same pur-
pose, and has, I belie‘(e, in some places, received it; and
Dr. Withering has recommended the pig-nut (bunium
flexuosum) to attention for the table.

The upland burnet (poterium sanguisorba) is a native of
the vale of Belvoir, and other calcareous soils in the county.
—SEE CHAP. VIL

The chicory (cichorium intybus) has been tried here,
but is not adhered to; both this plant and the goat's beard,
(tragopogori pratense) as well as the sow thistles, (sonchus
ar‘vensis & oleraceus) are extremely productive, and would
yield a deal of food for cattle, hogs, &c. if they were kept
mOWi“E, and not allowed to run to seed.

le cow wheat (melampyouin pratense) common in
ma“}' Moods and meadows, is recommended as excellent
Cow herbage, and deserves more investigation; and lastly,
€ hog wee(j® or cow Parsnjp> (Heracleum sphondyllium)

cc2 I
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is extremely productive; and Dr. Darwin says, cut off
near the ground, in the spring, yields from the stump
much saccharine juice ; a proof of its nutritious quality,
it yields an ardent spirit; the leaves are eat by cows, goats,
and sheep, and are the favourite food of rabbits and hogs,
and the plant is worthy of more attention.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.

THE following Essay on Vegetation, it was proposed
by Sir John Sinclair, should be printed by way of Ap-
pendix to the corrected Survey of Leicester‘shire. The
author, Mr. Ainsworth, had been a very ingenious nursery-
man and country gardener; and when the Author of this
Report saw him in 1797, had retired from business, to live
in private with some relations in Leicester.

Prefixed to the Essay are some Hints, by Sir John Sin-
clair, on the Subject.

HINTS ON VEGETATION,

Y

SIR JOHN SINCLAIR.
R —

T UB object of any inquiry into the nature and principles
of vegetation, for practical persons, must be, to ascertain
in what manner those plants, which' are necessary for the
use of man, can be most easily brought to their greatest
Jegree of ptrfection. For that purpose, it is essential to
know, what particulars are necessary or useful, and what
are adverse to vegetation. The former may be considered

cc3 - under
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under the following general heads, namely, Earth or Soil,
Air, Water, Light or Heat, Manures, or dead organized
Matter and Cultivation® The latter may be restricted to
two points, to wit, noxious substances in the soil, and ver-
min.

I.—OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES ESSENTIAL, OR FA~
VOURABLE, TO VEGETATION.

1. Earth—The necessity of soil, for the growth of
plants in general, both for the purpose of holding the plant
steady and uprighf, and also for containing at least some
part of the nourishment on which it lives, is sufficiently
obvious. Aquatic plants will grow in water, but they have
their roots in earth. Marine plants, it is true, grow upon
bare rocks, but then it is well known that they are fixed to
them ; that they live upon sea water and air, and that the
greater part of their Substance consist of saline matter.
Some authors have contended, that plants are actually
nourished by the earth alone. But such an idea is suffici-
ently refuted by various experiments, and in particular, by
the small portion of earth that is found in plants, so very
small indeed, that the very water which they imbibe,
. from the particles of earth which it contains, might pro-
duce it.

2. Air,—This element seems to be another essential re-
quisite to the growth of plants ; and pure air also, is ne-
cessary for bringing some of them to perfection. There
are many trees (the laurel, for instance) that will not grow
in the contaminated air of London, but thrive at or four
or five miles distance. Many Kinds of fruit trees will not
bear good fruit, nearer than three or foi*r miles from that

B metropolis.
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metropolis. In short, pure air seems to be as necessary
for the healthiness of plants, as fyr that of man.

Of late, some respectable philosophers, indeed, have
entertained an idea, that atmospheric air, is the sole, or at
least, the principal food of plants. Some decisive expe-
riments, in regard to that doctrine, seem to be wanting.
Trees which spread their foliage in the air, are not, proba-
bly, furnished with leaves for ornament merely. The ad-
vantage of fallowing, also, according to some, proves
that the earth extracts nourishing substances from the air,
when exposed to its influence.

3. Water.—That water is of most essential consequence
to vegetation, seems to be on all hands acknowledged.
Indeed many contend, that it is the sole food of plants.
It certainly supplies the materials of the sap, which is the
blood of plants, without which they would perish; many
instances being known, of trees dying, whose sap was ex-
hausted. The great improvements which are made by the
mere watering of land, prove the powerful.effects of that
element. But it seems more favourable to the growth of
grasses than of grain, for though, by irrigation, perpetual
crops of grass could be obtained, yet it has been found by
experience, that land, if cropt with grain, was completely
exhausted, though regularly watered, which could not have
been the case if water was the sole fogd of plants. It is
certain, however, that a large proportion of every plant
consists of water, and that moisture is probably the vehicle,
by which all the food, which the plant receives, from the
root, is conveyed to it. However beneficial water is, all
Waters are not equally so. Hard waters are certainly hurt-
ful, particularly to young plants. Mineral waters, as that
*f Cheltenham, &c. are known, by experience, to be in-
jurious.

4. Light and Heat.—Light and heat are, perhaps, not

ccd BO
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ap necessary for the growth of plants, as essential for their

attaining perfection. Plants will grow in the dark, as iu

mines and cellars, but it is questionable whether they

would bring their seeds to perfection in that state. Light

is certainly necessary to give them the proper colour.

Plants are so fond of light, that they will alwaﬂfs bend that

way, if put into a dark place, with a hole or window

where any light is¢ admitted. Few plants are calculated
for cold countries, and those arc seldom valuable. Heat

is certainly necessary to bring fruits to perfection, and

wherever there is the most heat or light, there the plant
will have the greatest quantity of saccharine matter.
Hence, English barley, of equal weight, is more valu-
able than the Scotch, producing a greater quantity of malt
liquor, or of spirits. Plants which seem dead, from the
severity of the season, are revived by warmth of the spring,
strengthened by the heat of summer, and acquiring fresh
life and vigour, are thus enabled to withstand the rigours
of the succeeding winter.

5. Manures, or dead organized Matter.—It seems to
be a part of the beautiful economy of Nature, that no-
thing should have lived in \ain, and that the destruction of
one plant, or animal, should furnish food for another.
Hence, however useful earth, air, water, and light are, to
the growth of plants, it is questionable whether they could
ever come to perfection, without the aid of matter that had
Deen formerly organized. The richest soils, it is well
known, are full of dead vegetable manure, and there is no
soil that will not produce plants, if a sufficient quantity of
dead animal, or vegetable substances are incorporated with
it. Under this head is comprehended, all those manures
which are found so useful in cultivation, more especially
those to which some authors give the name of enriching,
iir nulzritiou_s..

3 It
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It might here be expected, that some allusions would
have been made to those saline substances, on the advan-
tages of which some authors have laid so much weight.
But salt does not seem essential to the growth of any spe-
cies of plants, the marine alone excepted ; and there are
many productive soils, in which little, if any salt, can be
traced. Salt, however, is of use to vegetation, though
not essential to it. It may opeiate upon plants as it does
upon the human body, assisting to digest the ‘food, with-
out furnishing nutriment itself. It is also of use in at*
tracting moisture, in destroying vermin in the soil, and in
putrifying the roots of any plants it first meets with, thus
furnishing nourishment to the succeeding ones.

6. Cultivation.—The culture of the earth is essentially
necessary for the growth of plants to perfection. By di*
viding'the particles of the soil, the roots can more easilj
penetrate it, and they can more readily suck in the nourish-
ment which it contains. By proper culture also, weeds*
or useless plants, are extirpated, whilst stirring the earth
admits more air and moisture to those which have been
sown. Young trees certainly thrive much bettor, if the
soil in which they are planted has been previously ploughed
so deep, as readily to admit their roots and suckers. Even
after they are planted, it is supposed to be of great service,
to cultivate . potatoes and other roots among the young
plantations.

II.—OF THE IMPEDIMENTS TO VEGETATION-

THE principal obstacle* to vegetation seem to be, noxi-
ous substances in the soil, and vermin.

I. Noxious Substances in the £oi/.—There are certainly
, many
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many substance in the soil, noxious to vegetation, in parti-
cular, those of a metallic nature. Where mines of iron,
lead, or copper, are near the surface, no plants will grow
to perfection, which is well known to be the case at the
lead hills in Scotland, &c. Schist us , in which generally
there is a great deal of iron and allum, is so unfavourable
to vegetation, that any considerable quantity of it would
destroy the fertili'ty of the richest soil. Fallowing, or ex-
posure to the air, and the use of lime, will, it is supposed,
correct the noxious qualities of those substances.

There is also an astringency or acidity in peat, so noxii-
ous to vegetation, that until any quality of that nature is
subdued, though that species of soil is a mass of vegeta-
ble matter, yet nothing but heath and other miserable
plants will grow in it.

2. Vermin.—Plants are also much injured by the va-
rious sorts of vermin with “which both the earth and the
air abound. Those which inhabit the earth, might cer-
tainly be easily destroyed by salts or acids. In regard to
the myriads of insects with which the air “abounds, it is
more difficult to point out a remedy. It is said, that in
some parts of the Continent, .they surround their gardens
with a broad row, or belt, of hemp, the smell of which
is particularly noxious to insects, Sometimes vermin are
occasioned by the weakness of the plant, and the poverty
of -the soil in which it grows. This is supposed to have
been the case in regard to the celebrated Hessian Fly of
America, which originated from bad culture during the
war, in consequence of which the wheat became stunted
and diseased. It vanished with good cultivation ; and in-
deed it is asserted, that fields, properly manured, were
never affected by it, though in the immediate neighbour-
hood of those Which were.

6 Mr
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MR. HANFORD AND CO'S IMPLEMENTS, 1803,

No 1. A single furrow plough, for a pair of horses
abreast, or for.two or more at length as required, with
two wheels; this will go without holding; the mould board
is cast iron, with a steel rest, and will wear for years with-
out repairing ; it may be used by hand without wheels, or
with one wheel only.

No. 2. A one furrow plough with a skim coulter, to
pare off the turf, or rubbish, and lay it underneath the
furrow. .

No. 3. A strong plough with a stay to the coulter, to
plough up gorsy, or rough, or hard land; one or two
wheels may be used ; it is very useful on rooty balks by
hedge sides.

No. 4. A trench plough, for cutting drains in wet land,
will save a vast expense in hand trenching; it cuts a trench
from three to’ seven inches deep, and from four to ten
inches wide, and turns the furrow six inches off from the
trench. .

No. 5. A trench plough for skimming off turf, and the
hind plough covering it, making deeper soil, and clean
surface.

No. 6. Horse-hoe plough, for earthing up cabbages,
potatoes, or any crop in rows; the mould boards may be
taken off, and the steal hoe plates put on instead, to cut up
weeds only, and leave them to wither without earthing
the rows; it will work at different breadths, as may be
squired. "o

-Harrows.—A, a pair of light harrows for one horse,
for seeds, turnips; &c.

B,C’
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B,'C, sets of pulverizing harrows, which may bo worked
either by drawing double, or single, upon the land; or by
drawing in the furrows only, if the land be wet, and the
season difficult; one set serves for either way, by changing
the swingle tree only; the tines take every one a fresh
truck at about one inch and a half asunder, which makes
fine and equal work.

E, a pair of strong harrows, which may be drawn
either by drawing double or single, upon the same prin-
ciple.

HchuffierSy rakes, 83c.—No. 7. Improved schuffler, will
work nine or fewer tines, or teeth, as may be required, ac-
cording to the state of the land for rubbish, as the teeth
are moveable up or down, or may be taken out in part,
according to circumstances.

No. 8% Twitch rake, to gather up rubbish after tfie
schuffler or harrows for burning, which it does with great
expedition, making clean work, and doing a deal in a day.

No. 9' A horse-hoe, or schuffler, in which three, five, or
seven hoes may be worked, cutting a width of from 16 to
36 inches, betwixt rows of beans or other”trop, to loosen
the soil or destroy weeds.

No. 10. Light one-horse car; the rails are applied for
top loading.

No. 1]. Large rake with elastic steel teeth, which will
bend and give wayj without ever breaking.

No. 12. Implement for slaughtering cattle.

.No. 13. Rake with a joint in the middle, for uneven
land, or for narrow ridges.

No. 14. The double hand rake, which pulverizes the
soil much better and quicker than the single one.

No. 15. The hoe, with a fork to take up hassocks of
grass.

Capital
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Capital and improved Implements of Husbandry, re-
spectfully submitted to Noblemen, Gentlemen, and
Farmers, in every part of the Kingdom.—Joseph
Hanford and William Davenport, Ploughwrights, at
ITathern* near Louskborouvh, Leicestershire.

MAKE ploughs suitable to every kind of land, and all
kind of implements used in husbandry; many of them en-
tirely new and improved, and all of thorn of the very best
construction.

In the construction of ploughs, they have at this time
made great improvements upon the cast iron mould boards,
superior to any yet made, as they will not clog upon clay
land, and will last, in full work, for a number of years.
They are readily put to new wood-work, and made in such
a form as to turn perfectly clean, and to lessen the friction
in the greatest degree possible. The rest and shelboard
are of cast iron and all in one piece, which adds to th»
strength, and the whole is not so liable as wood to break.
They may be put to any sort of single ploughs, and will be
A great advantage to people who have very sandy and gra-
velly land, which wears out iron plates so fast. The bot-
tom is steel screwed on, which can be taken off and re-
paired at leisure, if needful; this plan will save that com-
mon expense and difficulty.

Skim ploughs may be put to them to skim off the turf
or weeds, which will make the land much deeper of soil,
and lighter for cabbages and carrots, and much cleaner on
the surface for grain or seeds, as the rubbish is all under
furrow.

Plough
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Ploughs of various other sorts.

Common Dutch ploughs.

One wheel ditto.

Two wheel Dutch ploughs.

Two furrow ditto.

Trench ploughs, to plough two depths at the same time.';

Hoeing ploughs, to mould up cabbages, potatoes, 8tc.

Small ploughs for one horse, with moving mould boards,
to mould up beans, potatoes, turnips, &c.

Top draining ploughs, the best offered to the public.

Machines of different sorts, for cutting turnips; much
improved and of the best quality.

Steel spring tooth rakes, for hay and corn, superior to
any yet offered to the public.

Twitch, rakes, to work with one horse.

Scufflers of various kinds:—These implements are
found of great utility for cleaning fallows and other tilts;
saves a considerable expense in ploughing. This machine
is so calculated to work the land in any state, as it can be
altered in the foulest state without clogging, which in
general these implements are subject to. It is also so
contrived as to increase or decrease the hoes according to
the situation of the land, which render it superior to any.
We have made it our study for upwards of twenty years,
and have paid great attention to both the theoretical and
practical part of making different kinds of implements and
working the same, therefore we flatter ourselves that we
have made more improvements in them than any in this
part of the kingdom; and return our sincere thanks to the
noblemen, gentlemen, and farmers, who have favoured ns
with very extensive orders from most parts of England,
Scotland, Ireland, and America.

Several
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Several have attempted to make different sorts of im-
plements by our models, but for want of having proper
ideas of the trade, it has been very injurious to the public,
in putting them to expense, and having things that are
nearly useless; therefore, if any of our articles we recom-
mend, are not approved of, we will take them on return:
If gentlemen with their orders will inform us of die nature
of the soil they intend to work them on, they will liave
their implements made suitable to the land. C

Pulvérizing harrows, very capital of the find:—These
are made on such a construction as to perfectly cross tine,
and as every tine takes a fresh direction, which pulverizes -
the land as much at once going over as the common har-
rows do at two or three times, and renders them much bet-
ter for hilling corn and seeds, as seven tines will .work up
ten inches wide ; and when the harrow has gone over the
ground, it makes forty-eight tracks at an inch and half dis-
tance, which id nearly as fine as a garden-rake works, and
rt is refnarkably thin of tines, so as any dung or rubbish
will push through without much clogging; which many
harrows are subject to.

We have made a considerable improvement in working
three harrows with two horses, to work ten feet wide the
couplings, in so simple a manner that they Can be taken
asunder in one minute, and make a pair of seed harrows
Ar one horse. They will work ten feet lands without
trampling on the land, for each .horse to go down the fur-
rows ; or twenty feet lands may be worked with only one
horse down the ridge of the land, and the other horse in &
furrow. The couplings of these will rise and fall as the
land varies, and not ride on each other, or liable to turn

¢ er, and will turn on the smallest headland. This plan
will
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will be very useful in wet seasons, or with a pair of horses

double in the common way of harrowing. The method

of drawing these pulverizing harrows, to work the horses

ten feet asunder, and not one horse to go faster than the

other, will be managed nearly as easy as the common way

of drawing horses double, and will be pointed out to those,
gentlemen who honour’' us with their commands. The

harrows may be worked three or four different ways, which

renders them very useful at a small expense.

All kinds of implements of husbandry may be had at
the shortest notice, of the best materials, and on the most
reasonable terms.

Ready money zcill be expected from distant cartes™
pondents*

Persons having iron-work belonging to old ploughs-
harrows, &c. by sending it, may have it put to new wood-
work, which will save a considerable expense.

Implements may be sent to almost any part of the world;
by land or water-

Implements may be sent to the following Places:

Angel Inn, Lougliborougli; Bell Inn, Market Street;
Green Man Inn, St.Afbans; Dolphin Inn, Huntingdon;
Queen's Head, Mansfield ; Old Angel, Chesterfield; Bull
Inn, Ashborne; Crown. Yard, Coventry; Wool Pack,
Warwick; Mr. Clarke, smith, Oakham ; White Horse,
Leicester.; Rodney Inn, Northampton; Talbot Iini, Stam-
ford ; Black Horse Inn, Cambridge; Talbot, Nottingham;
Red Lion, Derby; Castle, Tamworth j Plough, Hinkley;
Horse Shoes, Melton; George, Grantham; Coach and

Horse*
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Horses Inn, Kibworth; Talbot Inn, Market Harborough?
White Horse, Cripplegate, London; Waggon and Horses
Inn, Sheffield; Old Bear, Burton-upon Trent; Bridge-
water's Arms, Manchester; Public Wharf,Birmingham;
Bull Head, Market Bosworth ; Horse and Groom, Bur-
leigh, Rutland; Brown and Withers, Liverpool; Hud-
dlestone, Brown, and Co's, Warehouse, Newark.
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ADDRESS TO THE READER,

- — — E—a A g w A ———

THOUGH 1 have had frequent opportunities
of hearing the public opinion, on the Reports
already published by the Honourable Board of
Agriculture, during my journey in the collec-
tion of materials for the following Report, and
frequently heard much censure passed on the
Reporters for the insertion of opinions so much
at variance, even in the same parish, many of
which it is asserted, ate too absurd and ridicu-
lous for insertion. I have, nevertheless, pur-
sued the same plan, being (independent of my
Orders from the Board) well convinced of its
utility; for many systems, which have at first
been considered as improper or absurd, have at
last proved much to the contrary. Besides, from
difference of opinion, something useful may
be gleaned, and from the comparison of systems
in their various stages, every one can chuse that
which he thinks best. In drawing up the fol-
lowing sheets for the consideration of the Board,
not one parish is omitted, the information being
drawn from gentlemen to whom I was recom-
mended, and whatever I could collect laid down
in such a manner as will, I hope, meet with their

a2 appro-
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approbation; having endeavoured to place every
thing in so clear a light as to enable any “r.r, in
posseséion of the Report, to gain a knowledge of
any part of the county, adequate to buying an
estate or taking a farm. It now only remains
for me to observe, that wherever, my own opi-
nion is given, I have endeavoured to steer clear
of giving any one offence, as far as is consistent
with what I conceive to be the duty of a Repor-
ter, and have endeavoured to give such a.general
opinion for the improvement of the Agriculture
of the county, as seemed to my judgment best
adapted to it; in which, should I have erred, I
hold myself accountable for such error, observ-
ing that, in a general opinion error is very liable
to creep in, as even on one field very different
management, from its variety of soils may be
necessary, how much more then upon a review
of a parish or district. ‘
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RUTLANDSHIRE-

CHAP. L

&EOGRAPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCES.

——
SECT L—rftTUATION AND EXTENT.

THE county of Rutland is bounded by Leicestershire
on the north> north-west, west, and south-west; by North*
amptonshirc on the south and south-east; and by Lincolu*
shire on the east and north-east. It is of small extent,
being but 48 miles in circumference, and is divided into
five hundreds, containing 91,002 acres and 29 perches,
which are applied in its several parishes to the uses ex-

-

pressed in the following Table.
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SECT. VI.—WATER.

THIS county is, generally speaking, well watered; the
rivers Eye and Welland are its south-west and south-east
boundaries; .its two principal rivers- are the Guash and
Chater, with a great number of rivulets, and numberless
springs. The parish of Ayston is watered by springs and
ponds; Ashwell by p*nds and springs; Barleythorpe by
ponds; Barrowden, Belton, Bishbrooke, Braunston, and
Bridge Casterton, by springs, and through the latter the
river Guash takes its course; Brooke is watered by ponds;
Burley by springs; Caldecot chiefly from ponds, though
the river Eye runs through the parish, atftl the Welland
bounds it; Clip sham chiefly ponds, and soﬂt’e Pe\v springs;
Cottesmore very good springs; Dry Stoke*&Prings; Edith*
weston has two-t'nirds watered from springs/tjie remainder
from ponds; Egleton by springs; Essérufiaé. is watered
by springs' in the town, but has no water on the heath;
JS.cvon well watereéd by springs; Flitteris by *'i)onds; Greet-
ham by springs in the town, but has no water oh the heath;
Hambleton by springs, ponds, and rivers; K&toil "l?y
springs; Langhatn by springs and ponds; Little Caaterton
generally watered by pumps from ponds; Lyddington,
Lyndeu, Man ton, and Market. Overtoil, by springs and
ponds; Martinsthorpe by ponds; Morcot l"y.;springs"
Normanton by springs and the river Gliash; North Luf-
fenham, otic half the parish ‘well watered from springs, the
other half badly supplied; Oakham watered by springs and
small rivulets; .Pickwofth by ponds; Pilton by springs;
Preston by springs and ponds; Ridlington by springs;
Ryall by springs and ponds; Seaton by springs; South
JLuffenham by springs and the river Chater; Stretton by

c £ ponds;
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pondi; Teigh by springs; Tickencote by springs in its
valley, but is very badly watered on the heath; Thistleton
by springs and ponds, except the heath, which is ill sup-
plied ; Thorpe by ponds and a rivulet; Tin well by ponds;
Texover by springs; Uppingham well watered by springs;
Wardley and Wing by springs; Wissendiiie chiefly by ponds;
Witwell and Barrow by very good springs; Leafields by
springs and ponds; Gunthorpe by springs.

CHAP.



CHAP. II.

STATE OF PROPERTY.

SECT. I.—ESTATES AND THEIR MANAGEMENT.

AYSTON, George Fledger, Esq. Ashwell, Lord
Downs, William Walcot, Esq.' Mr. Gardiner, and others.
Barley thorpe, Earl Winchelsea, Capt. Busby, and the
‘Dean and Qiapter of Westminster. Barrow, Col. Noel
and other small pfoprietors. Barrowden, Marquis of
Exeter, Air. Tryon, and other smaller proprietors. Bel-
ton, Karl Winchelsea, F. Cheselden, Esq. William Kemp,
¥a, and others. Bishbrooke, Sir Gilbert Heathcote and
the Duke of Rutland. Bridge Casterton, Marquis of
Exeter. Braunston, Col. Noel, Dean and Chapter of
Lincoln, James Fepstaff, William Robinson and Back,
Esqrs. Brooke, Col.'Noel. Burley, Earl Winchelsea.
Caldecot, Marquis of Exeter, Lord Sondes, and Robert
Walker, Esq. Clipsham, Rev. — Snow, John Hack, Esq.
and other small proprietors. Cottesmore, Col. Noel, the

\etor, and other small proprietors, on about 40Q acres,
Dry Stoke, the Marquis of Exeter and Rev. — Shields,
Ifcctor. Edithweston, Robert Tomlin, Esq. Waldcen
Orme, Esq. and Rev. — Lucas. Egleton, Earl Winchelsea,
Rev. — Williams, and others. Empingham, Sir Gilbert
Heathcote. Essendine, Marquis of Salisbury. ipxtQii,
i ' .Noel and one or two small proprletors, Flitteris,

c3 CoV
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Col. Noel and Miss Ash by. Glaystone, Lord Harbo-
rough, Mrs. Tryon,Hon. — Watson, John Stranger, Esq«
and other spiall, proprietors. Gnnthorpe, Sir G. Heath-
cote and Mrs. Ashby. Greetham, Earl of Winchelsea,
Sir G. Heathcote, Francis Cambeiley, Esq. Rev. D.
Jones, Vicar, and other small proprietors. Hambhleton,
Earl Winchelsea, Sir G. Heathcote, Robert Tomlin, Esq._
Messrs. Howick, Gardiner, and Barker. Ketton, Lord
Northwich, Lady Jane Edwards, and others, Langham,
Col. Noel, Sir G. Heathcote, William Sherrard, Esq. and
Mr. Sharp. Leafields, Earl Winchelsea, Sir G. Heath-
cote, and others. Little Casterton, Lord Pomfret. Lyd*
dington, Marquis of Exeter, Thomas Bryan, Esq. Robert
Walker, Esq. and others. Lyndcn, Thomas Barker, Esq.
the Dean and Chapter of Lincoln, 220 arres, and the
rector, 14 acres. Manton, Col. Noel, F. and N. Chesel-
den, Esq. Mr. Gregg, Mr. Scaton, and others. Market
Overton, — Wingfield, Esq. the Rev.—'Hopkins, Mr.
Scott, and Henry Hopkins, Esq. and some small proprietors,
Martins*horpe, Lord G. H. Cavendish. Morcot, Si*€>,
HeatliGote, Bart. N. Tryon, Esq. and others. Normaii-
t >! Sir G. Heathcote. North Luffenham, SirG. Heath-
cote, Sir John. Smith, Thomas Barker,. Esq. and others.
Oakhani, Earl Wiuchelsea, Col. Noel, and several' small
proprietors. Pickvvorth, Marquis of Exeter. Pilton, Sir
G. Heathcote, W. Shields, Esq. and Rev. G. Batcman.
Preston, the Rev. H. Shields, Serjeant Hill, Messrs. Law-
rence and Parker, ancT William Belgrave, Esq. with a few
small proprietors. Ridlington, Col. Noel, Sir G. Heath-
cote, Mr. Lightfoot, F. Cheselden, Esq. and others.
‘Ryall, Marqulis of Exeter, Mr. Bellairs, Mr. Pierpoint,
and others. Seaton, Hon. John Monckton, Sir .G. Heath-
cote, and others. South Luffenham, Sir G. Heathcote,
Thomas Barker, Esq, Thomas Hotchkin, Esq. and others.

Stretton,
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Stretton, Sir G. Heathcote and other small proprietors.
Teigh, Earl of Harborough. Tickencote, John Wing-
field, Esq. Thistleton, George Pledger, Esq. and some
small freeholders. Thorpe,  General Morgan, Mr. Bainis,
William Readier, Esq. and some small proprietors. Tin-
well, Marquis of Exeter,and three freeholders. Tixover,
Henry O'Brien, Esq. Mr. Tryon, and others. Upping-
Ham, Col. Noel, W. ﬁelgrave, Esq. C. B. Adderley, Esq.
Reyv. Jones, Rector, Mr. James Hill, and othtr small
proprietors. Wardley, George Pledger, Esq. Wing,
Marquis of Exeter, William Gilson and Robert Shields,
Esqrs. Mr. Gregory, the Itev. B. S. Turner, and others.
Wissendine, Earl of Harborough and forty Freeholders.
Witwell, Col. Noel and the Rev. ——IIJUT is.

S R—

SKCT. II.—TENURES.

THESE consist of freehold, leasehold, and copyhold;
b«itqare chiefly freehold, 'a'sJ will appear by the following
accurate account:

Ayston and Ashwell, freehold. Barleythorpe, small
part freehold, remainder copyhold. Barrow, freehold.
Barrowden, part freehold, and part‘copyhold. Beltou,
Bridge Casterton, Brooke, and Burleigh, freeholds. Bish-
brooke, part freehold, and part copyhold. Braunstop,
part freehold, and part copyhold. Caldecot, chief part
copyhold, but fiiie certain, and very low ; remainder free-
hold. Clipsham, Coltesmore, Dry Stoke, Edithweston,
Egleton, Ernpingham, Essendine, Exton, Flitteris, Glay-
8ton, Gunthorpe, Greetham, and Hambleton, all freeholds.
Ketton, chiefly freehold, remainder cop} hold. Langham
and Little Casterton, freeholds, Lyddington, part free,
and part copyhold; fine certain. Lynden, freehold. Man-

c4 ton,
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.ton, mostly freehold, remainder copyhold. Market Over-
toil and Martinstliorpe, freeholds. Morcot, part freehold,
and part copyhold. Normanton and North LufTenham,
freeholds. Leafields, freehold. Oakharn, freehdld, lease-
hold, and copyhold. Pick worth and Pilton, freeholds.
Preston, greater part copyhold, but fine certain; remain-
der freehold. Itidliugton, freehold. Ryall, greater part
copyhold, remainder freehold. Sea ton, South Luffenham,
Stretton, Teigh, Tickencpte, and Thistleton, freeholds.
Thorpe, two,thirds free, one-third copyhold. Tinwtll and
Tixover, freeholds. Uppingham, freehold and copyhold ;
the rector the lord of the manor. Wardley, Y”ssenc’ine,
and Witwell, -freeholds. \V*"Si P/tly freehold and copy-~
hold.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.
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SECT. 1.—HOUSES OF PROPRIETORS.

T HE following is an account of those in this county:

Ayston, George Fledger, Esq. Ashwell, the rectory.
Bel ton, Earl of WinchelLsea and the rectory. Burley, the
noble mansion of Earl Winchelsea, commanding a most
beautiful and widely extensive prospect; and the vicarage.
Clipsham, Rev.— Snow and John Hack, Esq. Cottesmore,
Col. Noel. Edithweston, Robert Tomlin, Esq. Walden
Orme, Esq. and Rev. Richard Lucas. Empingham, Sir
Giloert Heathcote, Bart. Exton, Col. Noel. Glay-
Atone, Hon. George Watson. Greetham, William Gillsou,
Esq. Hambleton, Capt. Gardiner. Ketton, Lord North-
-wich. Little Casterton, Tollthorpe-house and the rectory.
Lynden, Thomas Barker, Esq. Samuel Barker, Esq. and
the Rev. William Bai ker. Morcot, N. Tryon, Esq. Nor-
manton, jSir G. Heathcote. North Luflfenham, Sir G.
Heathcote. Oakham, Col. Noel. Pilton, Rev. G. Bate-
man. Preston, Rev. — Shields and William Belgrave, Esq.
llidlington, F. Cheselden, Esq. Ryall, Pierpoint,
Esq. South Luffenham, Thomas Hotchkin, Esq. Strct-
ton, Sir G. Heathcote, Bart. Teigh, the rectory. Tick-
encotc, John Wingfield, Esq. Tixover, H. O'Brien, Esq.
Uppingham, Adderley, Esq.

SECT.




































34 LEASESV

in the highest degree, and by the proprietors and occupiers?
of laud io the industry and good order kept by them ; and
lastly, by the consequent redaction of the poors' rate*.’
The average of the poor's rate through the county, is to
shillings and seven pence per pound. '

e ——

SECT. VI.—LEASES.

AT Caldecot, one farm is leased for 13 years. At
Clipsham, one farm for 14 years. At Exton, two small
farms are leased. Greetham, two farms let on lease. One
farm let at Little Casterton for 21 years. The vicarage
farm at Lyddington is let on a lease for 21 years, and the
prebendal farm for 7 years. Manton; here are two leases
granted by the Dean and Ciiapter of Lincoln to Colonel
Noel, term unknown. One farm let on lease for 21 years
at Ryall; and on one farm at Tin well, for the like duration.
The rectory farm at Uppingham is let on lease for 21 years.
At Wardley, one farm let on lease.

The greatest part of the land, it will therefore appear,
is let to tenants from year to year. This may be accounted
for by die smallness of the farms in general throughout the
?ounty; as remarked in a preceding section, as on a small
farm a lease is by no means so necessary as on a large one, for
many reasons, which the reader Mill liud explained at length
in the third edition of The Experienced Farmer, vol. II.
part 3, page 28St. The covenants betwixt landlord and

tenant are generally the same as have existed a long time
back.

S3CT,
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very great advantage, it appears by the above calculation,
is obtained over tjie old system, by the system here laid
down;, yet still greatef would accrue from the adoption of
the following, which J Have tried, and found to answer;
but being so foreign,to the general practice, I sjiall give
it only for the.reader's opinion and Judgment > by taking e
into the account the black eye or pearl pea drilled and
manured, as explained in The Experienced Farmer, edit. 3.
vol. 1. pages 325 to 836, that crop being off in jFuly, if
{be land has got any couch-roofs in it, there is time for the
necessary process of making a clean fallow for barleyl an4
clover; or should there not, it may be sown with rape for
spring feed, and then with harley and clover, then wheat,
then manured for bean_s, and then a crop of. oats, or other
grain, which may be thought more advisable, according to
time*. The reason principally for the process, is to have
the clover crop only once iq six years, instead of four; a?
by taking a clover crop too frequently, it is proved not to
yield so well. By this six years process, a change of grain
may be made every year, and fewer clover crops; for al-
though clover is a very useful crop, yet it does not bring in
profit equal to corn crops. I have dwelt thus long upon
this head, thinking that the management in this county ou
the clay soils, is more deficient than any other, being the
best land, and producing the least profit. It may be ob-
served, under the head Seed, Produce, Sic. which I have
classed iu CHAJP. VJI. SECT. IV. that where summer fallows
are in practice, the produce is not larger than it is on infe-
rior lands, under the clover lea system; the natural con-
clusion is, that the fallow year 1s a dead loss of both dur.g
and profit, the more crops land produces, (he more dtir" .;
thai summer fallowing impoverishes the soil by exhalation;
that the length of time taken up by that process is unne-
cessai‘y, and- lastly, that it has not always been the destruc-
tion of Weeds, but in some instances, especially where laml
is light, an encouragement to their gl.'owth.



CHAP. V.

IMPLEMENTS.

THERE are no implements of husbandry peculiar to
this county; the Leicester single wheel and double furrow
ploughs have been introduced, and being much better im-
plements than the long-beamed swing ploughs, will, in pro-
cess of time, banish them from the field. Harrows are,
generally speaking, much too light and small; the rollers
are also, in general, much too light, and none fit for grass
laud.

p * CHAP.
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KNCLOSJNG.

THE advantages attending enclosures are of such ines-
timable value, viewed in whatever light we may, whether
as to the exoneration from tithe, the lowering of the poor
rates, or lastly, but not least, in the growth of timber, that
' Lcanuot but express my sorrow, that an act of i)arliament
fqr that desirable purpose is so very expensive; and it is
much to be lamented, that the exertions’ of the present
worthy President and the Hon. Board of ‘Agriculture,
have not been crowned with that success S0 much merited;
in endeavourlng to do away this, in many cases, almost in-
surmountable impediment to improvement. There* arc
two parishes in this county where enclosures 'wduld be of
the most material advantage, and much desired. South
Luffenham and.Oak”am, the latter being a'market town,
having the benefit of a navigation, and the most improv-
able lordship 1 ever Vlewed the land being not only supe-
rior to afiy parlsh in the county, but. perhaps to any in the
klngdom, and would certalnly double its present rental,
having not only some of the best tillage land, but some as
fine fattening land as shall he found in any district.

CHAP.




































52 COURSE OF CROPS.

baiting his horse before he needs it. In answer to this, I
bave to say that, when any thing gets low in condition, it
takes so much bringing up again, that 1 am for getting it
into condition and Kkeeping it so. On the very thin lands
there can be no better method pursued than breaking them
up.for either pease, oats, or any other grain; it may be
more congenial to fallow for turnips, barley, seeds for two
years eaten by sheep, and then plough them up again;
because, on such land, the feeding off the seeds for two
years is as much as it will bear, and, were it to lay any
longer, it would not keep much of any thing; on the red
land the case is different, for on it grass stands uncommonly
well, and Mr. Fludyer shewed me a piece of land of this de-
scription with most luxuriant grass upon it, which he ob-
served, ' Came in course to be ploughed up next spring,
er that it seemed absolutely shameful to take it up." On
the clay grounds a much better course might be pursued
than is at present, by manuring for beans instead of wheat.
1 most highly, therefore, recommend the following sys-
tem to the strong clay-land farmers in this county; ma%*
jiure for the bean crop with 12 cart loads per acre, sow
the beans Inroad cast, hand-hoe them, setting them about
four inches asunder, weed them with sheep, after the crop
is hoed, winter plough before Christmas, or so as the land
gets the frost, and sow the barley on that ploughing, as
soon as the crop is weaned from the kernel. I should re-
commend eating it by sheep, which would make it tiller/
more level, or as it i» provincially expressed, prevent so
many "' men and boysy and have the further advantage of
giving the barley a firmer root, and preventing the growth
of small weeds; then on the clover crop lay six loads of
compost, mow the clover twice, plough it up and sow the
wheat, then give it from 50 to 80 bushels of lime per
acre, according to the nature of the land, I have seea

this
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this method tried with success, not only on clay soils, but
oirsaud land, aad even limevtone. During the winter eat
the wheat off by sheep, as, from their freading the land, the
lime and earth are worked together, the ground weeds dre
prevented from growing* the roots of the wheat are rendered
firm, and prevented from root-welting,; it has also a tendency
to a prevention of the mildew, and iu a degree the ravages of
the wire worm and slug. It is understood that this pro*
cess is on land free from couch-grass, or, if not, a spring
fallow must be had recourse to for the barley. This pro-
cess will be found to be much more profitable than the
present system, which has been already shewn under the
head EXPENSES AN]S PROFIT, CHAF.IV. SECT. VII.
The land always producing a proper.quantity of dung for
its various purposes, without purchasing, as will be found
described more at large under the head MANURES.

Mr. Hintou has been's very successful ill having good
crops, from management which I have always considered
improper on any land, and particularly on such dry soil as
his farm consists of. The course of crops as follows:
1st. (;ats; 8d. oats; 3d turnips ; 4th. barley, ray grass and
Anial! ~(ds for tour years, e_aten off by sheep,' cattle, and
horses; then to plougii up again and return to oats for two
crops, &c. Tiie two white crops togetliei' are what I par-
ticularly object to; alter the two crops of oats he fallows
and applies from SO to ICO bushels of lime, and from, 15
to 20 loads (cart loads) of fold dung of rather a light and
strawy nature, per acre, which is too much dung at once,
then sows turdips, then barley, &c. as before, I am ready
to allow, that better farming in this way, in my opinion, was
"ever seen, there being scarcely a blade of couch-grass to
## found on the whole farm; he never had, before this
>H#Hle (1806) any failing crops, or.indeed, from what I
could learn in his parish, even any partial failures, but

thjs year his ¢rops have nearly all failed. 1 .am the mor
’ i>3 particular
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I wish to remark this, to shew that Mr. Hiutpn was 9.
clean farmer, and, from his success for twenty years toge-
ther, must have the reputation of being a good farmer,
although far from scientific, not haviuj the remotest iciua
of the cause' pf the present failure of his crops, except
that it had been caused by | the worm or grub on examin-
ing the earth 1n the oat fields 1 found no worms, but where
no plants were produced, the earth felt dry and warm,
and hung together like chopped hay 1 found amongst it
many fibres of the roots of grass, oats and stubble unde-
caycd* " It will here be necessary to remark' that the
season had -not been partlcularly dry; suffiaent rams having
fallen to give verdure to grass seeds on the farm, and to
make the natural pastures wear a luxurlant appearance;
also on land of the same nature, in Burley Park, there
were as fine crops of both Swedish and Norfolk while
turnlps as could grow; and also on the land which hada
been trodden, already’ mentloned on Mr. Ilmton's farm,
the turnips were vury luxurlant But to return to the oat
crop, in one part of the field there was a hollow part near
to a run of u ater, over which there was a brldge, and on
this part, owing to the horses, cattle, and sheep, havmg
walked by the side of the water to pass over by the bridge,
there was a good crop of oats; also near the entrance

gate, where ithe horses, &c. had resorted much, and
thence across the ﬁeld over the bridge to another fleld

where, when in grass seeds,” there had been a road much
frequented by the farm servants going to and fro, and bJ
cattle, &c. for about three or four feet in width, or the

breadth of a swathe of oats, the crop was goed and- free

£.0m weeds, but en eacjb side nothing’but weeds were prol
duced. The barle); erops were strong, and had a good
long ear, having been turnips eaten off by sheep the pre-
ceding 3'ear, but were very full of ground weeds, such as

willow
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Jug the wheat by sheep, &c. (previous to sowing the wheat,
Jet the land lay from 14 to CO days) early in the spring, eat
the wheat off by sheep; the wheat crop being off, collect
the stubble, gud lead it off; then scarify and harrow the
Jand, burning or carrying off all the refuse stuff; then
make drills for the pea crop, as directed, Experienced
Farmer, edit. 3. vol. ]. pages 325 to 533; that being done,
as the pea crop would be off very early, scarify the land
as directed above, applying four or six loads of compost;
pud sow cole-seed or turnips on boih, and after them, sow
barley and small seeds for pasture for four years® as is now
practised. I am confident that success would attend this;
brocess, it appearing very evideut by that, the land only
wants a different course, and rendering more coherent,
which would be fully effected by the treading only. That
the land is uot wanting in capability of producing crops
when properly used, is apparent from the Meeds now pro-
duced being so strong, especially the sow-thistle, which is
a very strong stemmed plant; and from the oats qnd tur-
nipo, which 1 have stated to be* produced on some parts,
where cattle, &c. had trod, being a very good crop, it mny
be naturally deduced, that had the remainder of those lands
being served in like manner, that they would have brought
crops equally good, and that neither weeds nor grubs, &<
Yvould hgve been found.

At Hattield, in Yorkshire, I have observed an instance
in point, in support of my foregoing assertions; the soil
there i§ of a Ve'ry li*ht sapdy nature, yet by the judicious
1‘1_s.e of lime, together with treading the lahd, to which I
attribute the greater part of the service, there are not for
quantity and quality, more productive fields in .England.
The parish being uninclosed, they have four fields, one of*
which was turnips, dunged; -a second barley; a third clo-
ver ; and a foqpth w heat; en the la_ttler, the best managers

always
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always laid a top dressing of lime, so that the land had
successively and regularly dung once in four jears, and lime
once in like manner. The turnips were always eaten off
by very great numbers of cattle and sheep, for having large
commons, were great quantities of cattle aud sheep were
raised, it used to be a pvact ce to first bring all the cattle
from the commons, and turn them on the turnip fit:Id,
where after they had remained a certain time, so as to have
eaten off the best of tlte turnips, then the sYieep were
brought to cat up what remained; thus, from the. treading
of the cattle and sheep together, with the mixture of their
urine, dung, and lime, the land was rendered coherent, and
their crops never failed. Mr. Hinton's success on his in-
judicious course of crops, 1 have no doubt was produced
by the eating the seeds with sheep for four years. These
instances have more than ever convinced me of the truth
of Lord Dundonald's observation of land needing chemi-
cal assistance. The old farmer will always observe on such
occasions, that the land is tired and wants rest; so far he
is right, there being no doubt but time would bring the
land round to its usual productiveness; but I think I can
Jifely assert, that there is no occasion for this giving of
time; give the land proper chemical aid, and it will produce
more profitable crops, and of course be in better heart or
condition that* it ever was before. The disorder and its
causes being fairly discovered, ahd -a curb for it almost at
the dame time, the completion of the cure and the preveu*
tive to a recurrence of the disease, are not very hard- These
discoveries very strongly substantiate to me, what I have
long had nn idea of, that the failure of all crops* as well as
the diseases or maladies attendant upon them, are in the
301l; but of this more, wheu I come to speak of the
Tlmmr CROP, SECT. XJII. of this present chapter.

SECT,
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SECT. V.—SEEDS, OR ARTfl#*iCIAt GRASS*!:

AYSTON, white clover and ray grass for eating off*
Ashwell, red clover for scythe, white clover, and a very
little ray grass for pasture. Bérleythorpe, red clgver, and
mown once. Barrow” red and white clover, trefoil; ray
grass, mown the first year, and for pasture the second; but
if sown with red clover, it is then mown once, depastured,
and then ploughed up for whoat* Barrowden, red clover,
mown. Belton, red and white clover and ray grafcs for
pasture. ' Bishbrooke, red and white clover and ray grass,
cither mown or dei)astured. Bridge Casterton, red and
white clover, ray grass, and trefoil, mown the first year j for
pasture the second* Braunston, red clover, mown; white
clover, ray grass, and trefoil, either mown or eaten.
Brooke, red and white clover, mown, and then eaten off.
Barley, red and white clover and ray grass, mown, and theit
eaten off. Caldecot, red clover, mown. Clipsham, red
clover and ray grass, first mown, then eaten off. Cottes-
more, red and white clover, trefoil; and ray grass, mown
the first year, and pastured the next;'if sown with red
clover only, then mown and sown with wheat* Edithwes-
ton, red clover, mown; sainfoin, 100 acres mown. Egle-
ton, red clover, white clover, and trefoil, mown; sow 14lb«
per acre. Empingham, here they sow 8 lb. of red clover,
41b. of white ditto, 21b. of trefoil, and one bushel ef ray
grass per acre, which is mown the first year, and for pas-
ture the second; 50 acres of sainfoin, mown. Essendine,
red and white clover, trefoil, ray grass, mown one year, and
pasture the next. Exton, red and white clover, trefoil, ray
grass, very little of the latter mown the first year, and for
pasture after. Glayston, red and white clover, mown*
Greetham, red and white clover j trefoil, ray grass, mown

for
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for hay, some cut for soiling; sainfoin ; sow 121b. of red.
and white clover, one bushel of trefoil in the husk, one
bushel of ray grass, and five bushels of sainfoin per acre.
Gunthorpe, red and white, clover, trefoil, ray grass, for
pasture, for two years. Hambleton, red and white clover;
ray grass, mown and pasture(i 9ftér. Ketton, red clover;
ray grass, some little mown, -but jmostly eaten for one or
two years. Langham, red and white clover, 71b. of each
sown per acre; ray grass for pasture, half a bushel per
acre. Leafields, red clover,-mown. Little Casterton, red
and white clover, trefoil, fay grass, mown the first year, for
pasture the second. Lyddington, red clover, mown and
pastured; white clover, trefoil, and ray grass, for pasture.
*Lynden, red and white clover, mown. Munton, red clo-
ver, mown twice; red and white clover, trefoil, and ray
grass, for pasture. Market Overton, red clover; small
quantity of ray grass, mown. Morcot, red clover, mown.
Normanton, red and white clover, trefoil, and ray grass,
mown. North Luffenham, red clover, 101b. per acre,
and 5.Ib. of trefoil per acre, mown once, and then eaten
off by sheep. Pickworth, red and white clover, mown
the first year, and for pasture the second. Pilton, red clo-
ver, mown. Preston, white clover, ray grass, respecting
which a difference of opinion prevails, some thinking it
best method to mow it; others are for the pasturing.
Kidlington, red clover, mown. Ryall, red and white clo-
ver, ray grass, trefoil, mown the first year, for pasture the
second; and sainfoin. Seaton, red clover, mown. South
Lnffenham, red clover, mown, and then eaten by sheep.
S"‘retton, red clover, mown. Teigh, red clover, sometimes
'toown, and sometimes pastured. Tickencote, red clover,
18 'p. per acre, mown; 14Ib. of white clover and one
Peck of ray grass, for pasture. Thistleton, red and white
“loyer, trefoil, and a little ray grass, ior pasture chiefly;
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though some small quantity is mown; sainfoin flourishes
very much in ‘this parish. Thorpe, red clover, mown.
Tinwell, red and white clover and ray grass, mown oncey
and pastured afterwards. Tixover, red and white clover,
and a small quantity of ray grass; part mown, and part
eaten. Uppingham, red clover, mown. Wing, red clover,
mown. Wissendine, red and white clover; ray grass,
mown, and then eaten off. Witwell, red and white clover,
some mown, and some pastured.

SEC*. VI.—WHEAT.

1. PREPARATIONS, by two or three ploughing*.
$. Manure, with yard, dung, and some lime. S. Season,
in October. 4. Putting in, by the plough on fallows, by
one ploughing, and the seed harrowed in on clover leas.
5.Seed,(SEE THE TABLE,PACE 63). 6. Steeping,in brine
strong enough to bear an egg; by some only in pure water,
merely as a washing. 7. Sort, Red Lammas. S. Depth,
from Si to 4 inches. 9. Drilling, not a practice. 10. Dib-
bling, not practised, except by Lord Winchelsea. 11. Wa-
ter furrowing, nothing particular as to system, but gene-
rally practised. 12. Hoeing, by, the horse hoe, but only
by Lord Winchelsea. 13. Feeding, some little eaten off
by sheep. 14. Reaping, &c. by the sickle; shocked, but
not capped. 15. Distempers; but very little affected by
the mildew this season ; by the smutt, a grezft many crops;

by burnt and red gum, none; cockle eared and root fallen

very little. 16. Stacking; common methods in long and
round stacks, foundations on timber, or stone pillars and
caps. 17- Threshing, by the flail. 18. Price, 75s* to
84». per quarter.” 19. Grinding, paid by toll, at the rats

of



RYE.—BARLEY. 67

Of 2 in 24, for grinding, cadging, and carrying. 20. Bread;
nothing worthy of observation. 21. Stubbles, these are
mown, by some for thatch, others for litter; and by dome
farmers are not mown at all.

SECT. VII.—RYE.

NoNE sown in the county this year, 1806, except tirirti
acres by Earl Winchclsea.

SECT. VIIL.—BAJ{LEY,

Is ploughed once, harrowed, and rolled. 1. Put in
"Without ploughing, none; and none scarified. 2. Manur-
ing, none applied to this crop. 3. Drilling, only practised
by Mr. Wright, of Pickworth, whose crops were very thin.
4. Time* in April. 5. Sort, long eared, a little of the
sprat, and a small quantity of big of the four sided kind;
aome barley sown by Earl Winchelsea for the winter, for
sheep-feed during that season; and some (one acre) eaten
off by way of an experiment, as late as May, which proved
as good a crop as that from whence the sheep were
taken off a month earlier, only later in harvest. 6. Seed:
(SEE THE TABLE, PAGE 6(2). 7. Depth, one inch and
* half. 8. Rolling, by the common wood rollers. 9- Har-
vesting, mown and cocked- 10. Produce. (SEE THE

"+BLE, PAUE62). 11. Straw, given to caftle in the

Witer. 12, Awns, broke off by some only with the ﬂa.il;
P, others with an iron chopper, which process is termed
Altering. 13. Malt, made as by act of parliament di-
eted. 14. p,i..* of barley, per quarter, 38s. to 42s.

y3 rf
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of malt, 74s. 15. Bread, raised with yeast, salt, &c. and
laid in sponge. Itis a practice to eat off turnips very
late, so that barley and seeds are not sown often until May;
this is a very bad practice: indeed all their harvests here
are later than in the counties both north and south of

them, which in a great measure is to be attributed to the
very late sowing.

SECt IX.—OATS.

As to tillage* the ground is ploughed once, harrowed,
and rolled; no seed put in without ploughing, nor any
land scarified. 2. Manuring, little or none applied.
S aild 4. Drilling and dibbling, none. 5. Time, from the
beginning of February to the end of April. 6. Sort,
potatoe, Irish blue, Poland, and short smalls. 7. Seed.
(SEE THE TABLE, PAGE 62). 8. Depth, one inch and a
half. 9- Rolling, same as in the barley. 10. Weeding,
by the spud or hook. 11. Harvesting, mown and Cocked
into small heaps, of about a fork full. 13. Straw, eaten
by cattle in the winter. 14. Application, chiefly given to
horses and cattle; none made into bread, but small part
manufactured into oatmeal for domestic uses. 15. Price,
30s. per quarter.

SECT. X.—PEAS.

1. TILLAGE, ploughed once, harrowed to a fine mould,
but very seldom rolled, though a good method at this time;
none put in without ploughing, nor any scarifying or ma-
nuring. 2. Drilling, by very few. 3. Dibbling, very

seldom
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seldlom done. 4. Time, from February to the end of
April. 5. Sort, the Marlborough and common grays;
Lord Winchelsea has tried the pearl, or black eyed pea,
and found it to answer well; and also another kind of
white pea, a good looking pea, recommended by a seeds-
man ; but the crop was not so good, nor was it so early
in harvest. 6. Seed, (SEE THE TABLE, PAGE 62).
7. Depth, one inch and a half. 8. Rolling, none. Q. Pod-
ding, for market, none. 10. Hoeing, none practised but
by Lord Winchelsea, who uses the horse hoe. 11. Weed-
ing, by the spud. 12. Harvestings mown, and put into
small heaps, about half a fork full in each heap. 13. Pro-
duce, (SEE THE TABLE, PAGE 62. 14. Straw, eaten
by horses and cattle. 15. Application, for fattening pigs.
16. Stubbles, none left but the weeds, scattered peas, &c.
" eaten by sheep and pigs. 17. Price, none quoted.
16. Bread, none made of this grain in this county.

SECT. XI.—BEANS.

1. SOIL, chiefly clay. 2. Tillage, ploughed once, har-
rowed to a fine mould; rolling seldom done, though bene-
ficial, without ploughing,none; scarifying, none practised*
3. Manuring, seldom any applied, though it would be
much better to apply it on this crop, than (as is practised
at present) on the fallow. 4. Drilling, by very few.
°« Dibbling, not much practised. 6. Time, February.
?e Sort, large horse and pigeon. 8. Seed, (SEE THE
TABLE, PAGE 62). 9. Depth, when harrowed, in onp
inch and a half; when ploughed, in three*inches, and some-
time? deeper. 10. Rolling, none. 11. Harrowing, none.
12. Horse hoeing, none. 13. Hand hoeing, some little.

F3 . 14. Weed-
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14. Weeding, by the spud and hook; some little by sheep,
15. Distempers, the black fly and green louse. 16. Cut'
ting green, some done, and said to answer well. 17* Har-
vesting, mown and cocked. 18. Produce, ($E$ THE
TABLE, PAGE 62). 20. Application, for sale, pigs,
Jiorses, &c. 21. Stubbles, sheep turned on them.
£2. Price, 42s/to 52s. per quarter. 23. How used a»
food, no way that I could hear of.

S8ECT. XII.—-TARES,

WITH what view sown. 1. For seed, but few. 2. Hay,
very few. 3. For soiling, greater part of what are sown
are applied to this purpose. 4. For feeding, none.

For Seed.—1. Tillage, ploughed once, harrowed to cover
the seed; rolling, but very little, or none, though a good
practice; without ploughing, none, and no scarifying,
2. Manuring, seldom or never applied, though very pro-
per. S. Prilling, none; but the tares ought to be drilled as
directed in Experienced Farmer, edit. 3. pages 325 to 333;
and dung applied, or compost, as there directed in pages
334 to 338. 4. Dibbling, none. 5. Time, October,
February, March, and April. 6. Sort, whiter and spring.
7. 'Depth, one inch and a half. 8. Rolling, none.
9. Weeding, spud and hook, 10. Harvesting, mown and
cocked. 11. Produce, 12 to 20 bushels per acre.
12. Straw, eaten by cattle and horses. 13- Application,
chiefly, for sale. 14. Price, 32s. to 40s. and very fine
p6s. per quarter.

For Hay.—1. Time of mowing, when in blossom.
£. Making, same process as grass, 3. Stacking, the same
|s. other hay. 4. Salting* never done. 5. Application,

‘ given
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given to horses, cattle, See. value about 4l. per acre.
6. Stubbles, sheep turned upon them*

For Soiling.—\. Time of mowing, as soon a9 they are
ready fo blossom, and continue until they are in pod, when
horses like them better; but cattle do not. 2. Stock, to
which given, to horses chiefly; by Earl Winchelsea, to
oxen. 3. Advantages, very numerous. By stall-feeding
the working horses, a great cjeal of time is saved both by
the working men and the horses, and the latter always ready
for use. A great quantity of manure raised for the use of
the farm; and upon necessity, the land on which they were
grown may be sown with turnips, though [ have never
found the crop so good as when sown after a complete
fallow. 4. Value per acre ; this is scarcely to be esti-
mated. I have known twenty horses kept for three months
on six acres; supposing therefore the keep of a horse to
be worth 3s. per week, this for 13 weeks will be 391- or
61. 10s. per acre. Plenty of litter being given' to the
horses, from the juicy nature of the tares, there is no doubt
but 100 loads of manure would be raised, which, at 5s*
per load, is 251. more, making in the whole 101. 13s. 4d.
per acre. 6, Stubble, ploughed up for turnips, sometimes
for wheat*

SECT. XIII.—LENTILS.

1. SOIL, creech, or lime-stone land. 2. Tillage,
ploughed once, and harrowed to cover the seed. 3. Time,
March or April. 4. Seed, two bushels per acre. 5. Ap-
plication, for <>heep, food in winter esteemed very much.
This crop is by no means a general one in this county, be-

ing used by omy two or three farmers in it; from teir
J4 report
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report, and its being, though a small stemmed plant, a very
smothering crop, it is well worth the farmer's notice, in*
dependent of its very great use as winter food for sheep.

e —

SECT. XIV.—BUCK-WHEAT.

THIS is not commonly cultivated, having seen none but
at Barley. 1. Soil, red land. 2. Tillage, ploughed and
harrowed. 3. Time, first week in June. 4. Seed, two
bushels per acre. 5. Harvest, mown and put into small
cocks; the time of harvesting being generally about the
last week in September, or first week in October; .iq
stacking of it, to prevent its heating, the best method is to
put layers of wheat-straw into the stack. 6. Application*
for pheasants.

SECT. XV.—TURNIPS,

1. SOIL, red or keal land, lime-stone or creech lam?.
2. Tillage, ploughed three or four times, harrowed and
rolled. 3. Manuring, chiefly by yard-dung, in rather a
long light state, 12 to 20 loads per acre; and lim” on the
red or keal lands, but not approved of on lime-stone land.
4. Time, July. 5. Drilling, only practised by Earl Win-
chelsea, whose crop Was beautiful. 6. Sort, white Nor-
folk tankard.- 7. Seed, 2£ 1b. per acre. 8. Rolling, by a
plain wooden roll. 9- Harrowing, none. 10. Fly pre-
x;entatives, none particularly used. 11. Hoeing, done by
hand two or three times over.

SECT,
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3ECT. XVL.—CONSUMPTION.

CHIEFLY by sheep; 1st. drawn; some few; 2d. fed on
the land. This prﬁctice chiefly followed. 3d. Hurdling,
common to all parts of the county. The hurdles being
made with oak heads and ledges; the head having sharp
points-ro fix in the ground ; the ledges are generally four,
with one bar across;' but the hurdles which have but one
bar, are not approved of so much as those made with two,
and the difference of expense is so very trifling, as not fo
be any object. 4th. Expense. The hurdles cost about
als. per dozen. 5th. Effect. The effects of folding by
means, of hurdles, are very many, and highly beneficial.
More sheep are kept, and much better, than by other
methods; for by folding, the fattening sheep being folded
on the turnips first, and the store sheep following them,
both flocks are kept more regular and more healthy; as
the first flock living, as it were, always at high table, will
not, .when let on a fresh fold, overgorge themselves, there-
by remedying the cause of the resp, or red water, which
is occasioned by keeping sheep in the fold for the latter
part of the time, in a very scanty way," that they may eat
up all the dragged turnips, roots, &c. clean; thus, whefl_
put on a fresh fold, they naturally eat so voraciously as to
cause the resp; but by putting on the store-sheep to the
turnips that .the fattening sheep have left, this evil is avoid-
ed; more sheep are also kept per acre, and much better
in every respect. The store-sheep not having been used
to the better sort of turnip, will eat up clean all the refuse
and the worst kind of turnips; there being a great differ-
ence in the quality of turnips, even in one field; some
being much more gratifying to the sheep than others, and

L]
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much more fattening. There have been many trials made
to fatten sheep by carrying the turnips off the land, and
giving fo them on grass land; but it has not been found 7o
answer. Turnips, when fust in the ground, are in a better
position, and, of course, more firm to the bite of the
sheep, and arc thus nearly scooped out, 'ere they are
dragged and given to the incoming store-sheep. By the
turnips being thrown into a cart promiscuously, they are
all daubed with dirt, and are by no means so fresh and
pleasant to the sheep as they are whilst growing in the
field. For as gooseberries are more pleasant to the pa-
late, when gathered one at a time from the tree; so it is
with turnips to sheep. And a grazier or feeder of sheep, &c.
cannot attend too minutely to such circumstances. Ano-
ther reason why turnips, when carted off the land, do not
answer is, that when taken and spread on grass land, they
(the sheep) have no fresh supply until every turnip is eaten
up; and, although there shall appear to be no difference
in the turnips, yet those which the sheep refuse, it is cer-
tain, are not of a fattening 'quality, but hunger obliges
them to eat them. It is, therefore, obvious that fatten-
ing cattle or sheep ought not to be kept in this way, but
should be followed by the stores. As thus, a very great
waste of both time and money would be avoided, and
both flocks be kept much better: for it is probable, that
during the time the fattening flock is thus kept upon what
they at first refused, that they are upou the shrink; there-
fore the refuse had even better been wasted entirely than
thus managed. And, in fact, where the system of folding
is pursued with but one flock, much waste is committed,
for a custom prevails, that as soon as the first fold of tur-
nips is eaten low, and the best part.of them picked out,
then a fresh fold is given to the sheep, as soon as this
second fold is eaten down similar to the former one; then

the
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the turnips which remained in the first fold are dragged
up; the sheep will now fall back, and eat part of those
draggings; but the remains of those turnips are then got
into such a state, that no sheep will touch them: whereas,
had there been a f(’llowing flock ‘to have been put on im-
mediately as the other left them, there would have been
no waste. A good crop of turhips keeps such a number
of sheep for so long a time, that with but one flock and
one fold it is impossible to make the best use of them, for
before the whole can be taken off with one fold, the
ground will absolutely stink of the sheep; and a fattening
sheep, under such circumstances, will refuse to take a
proper quantity of food to keep him in a progressive state
of improvement. When it is. considered, that instances
have occurred of a fat sheep having laid under a snow-rick
for 21 days, and when taken out, has appeared strong and
healthy, and ran into the flock as- though nothing had hap-
pened, it will not appear very extraordinary, that a .sheep
should refrain from food which he is surfeited of, so long
as to cause him not only not to be in a state of improve*
ment, but absolutely to be declining. Another advantage
in the two folds is, that the land gets more dung by the
turnips being thus all properly eaten up. 1 think the pull-
ing up and carrying off turnips from land is a very bad
practice, because it creates two unnecessary expenses, the
carrying off, and the bringing back again the dung, which
would otherwise be made and left on the land. Cutting
turnips for animals is another bad plan ; for by their being
thus cut into small pieces, animals arc very apt to swallow
them whole, when the great art in feeding animals is so
to prepare their food as to cause them to masticate it, as
the greatest part of the fattening quality of food is taken
in by the glands of the mouth. The only objection to the
plan of having two folds is, that it requires a double quan-

tity
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tity of liurdles; but the advantages in keeping more sheep,
and those better, will be an ample remuneration.—13th.
Value per acre from <SS to £4. But as I have before
observed, it is nearly impossible to give the vplue of this
crop, particularly on the creech soil iir this comity; for if
a good crop of turnips be raised, there is then‘a certainty
of a good crop of barley; for, in addition to the manure
laid on the land to produce the turnips, the sheep being
folded on them, leave another dressing, in all probability,
equal to that laid on, and the straw of the barley being
carefully used, and converted into manure, is the occasion
of another good crop on some other land, so that the
turnip crop is, as it were, the King of that kind of soil;
for, should there be a failure, of the turnip crop, there is
almost a certainty of a failure throughout the whole course
of crops; it therefore highly behoves the farmer to pay
every attention in the culture of this plant. 14th. Mode*
of preservation. None. '

With respect to the fly in turnips, it being impossible to
destroy the fly, or if it were possible, it could not be done
until too late; therefore, the desirable object is so to cul-
tivate and prepare the land, ‘as to render it unfit for the re-
ception of the eggs of the insect. In a very ingenious
publication, called Observations respecting the Grub,
printed for Mr. Harding, St. James's-street; and which I
recommend to the perusal of those who may not already
have so done. The fly called father long legs, torn taylor,
&c. is proved to be the parent of those destructive reptiles,
called grubs, which afterwards become the abovemen-
tioncd species of fly. In discoursing with a gentleman
at Northampton, a very well informed man keeping a
large academy there; our discourse turned upon the sub-
ject of insects, &c. destroying useful plants. He ob«
served, that having a large garden for the use of his house,

ht
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lie had frequently had two plots of turnips sown on (he
same day, and with the same seed, and the plots not
more than from five to ten yards asunder, yet that one of
them should be totally destrbyed l;y the fly, and the other,
a very fine crop, and quite unmolested. His opinion coin-
cided with my own, that one of those pieces of land had,
from some proceeding previous to the sowing of the seed,
been adapted to the reception of the 'eggs of the fly,
which he recollected to have been very busily employed,
bending its long tail towards the ground, as though depo-
siting something. The sort of fly, from the description
given of it by this gentleman, was the same mentioned by
the author of ' Observations on the Grub." Combining
this gentleman's observations in his garden with my own on
the turnip crop, &c. at Mr. Hinfon's, I have no doubt but
the fly is absolutely brought, or, as it were, invited t6 land
by the use of improper manure, and an improper method
of cultivation. In the first place, then it appears plainly,
that any method which causes the plant to grow the
quickest, is the most likely to tend to a prevention, and
that making land firm and solid, will prevent the fly from
depositing her eggs, as Nature has taught her to deposit
them only on dry, loose, and light soil. Therefore, as
early in the Spring as possible, proceed to get the land free
from all the couch grass roots, pulverising the soil, and
rolling it well down; then let it lay in a quiet state, until
the time of sowing the turnips. If ground weeds grow in
this space of time, the greater the quantity the better, for
it will be a real advantage, by keeping the moisture in the
soil, and being the utter destruction of the weeds. Then a
few days before tlie plough enters, run the land over with
the scarifier, letting the weeds wither and die. -After the
ploughing, manure with compost, which, when spread, har-
row together with the moulds very fine, as thus, the compost

and
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and land being both moist, are so worked together, that
every turnip plant receives an equal proportion of benefit;
and being thus applied to the tender fibres of the young
plant, cause it to grow very rapidly. The very contrary
of all this, is the consequence of the present method, for
by. the repeated plough ings previous to the sowing, the
soil has been so frequently turned over, and exposed to the
sun and wind, as to be totally divested of moisture. In-
stead of the weeds being destroyed, they are* by being pre-
vented from growing at this season, preserved to grow up*
along with the turnips. Then, by manuring with long
clung, the ploughing trails along the dung into large lumps,
the harrowing drags great part of the manure to the top of
the land, where the salts are completely exhaled from it;
and it is left little better than old dry thatch." Even great
part of the dung which is covered, is covered so siightly
with earth, that though the turnip seed grows, yet, in a
certain time, it must die for want of depth of support. 1
can, in short, look upon land thus managed and thus ma-
nured, in no other light than as a nursery for the fly, its
eggs and grubs, and as much pains taken for this end, as
those do who raise silk worms. I have no hesitation in
asserting, that were a field managed land for land alter-
nately, one in the way I have laid down, and another as is
now practised, that the former should receive no injury
from the fly, &c. and that the latter should be totally de-
stroyed. I had a striking instance of this nature in Ire-
land ; the field had all been prepared alike, and all but
about half an acre, spread over with compost; the half
acre was dunged with long dung, and on this part the fly
totally destroyed many of the plants in their young state,
whilst on the remainder of the field there was not a single
instance of the fly injuring the plants, With respect to
rooks, and the question whether they destroy the turnips,

thers
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there can be no hesitation in saying that they do not; for,.
that this plant is not their food needs no other refutation,
than simply observing that the plant, though pulled up,
is always left; it may also be observed, that such plants
arc aleays of a poyr bad nature; this is caused by the
grub, or worm, and - this is it which causes the rook to
pull up the plant as the grub lies at the root of the turnip
plant, and the plant would have soon died, had it not been
pulled up by ‘the rook.

During the time I was in the county of Rutland, I took
great notice of a very luxuriant crop of turnips, expecting
the crop would go off by a disease called fingers and toes ;
the first symptom of this disease is to be observed on a hot
sunny day, long before it becomes general. On sucli a day,
being riding past the turnips, I perceived that on a small
quantity of the turnips the leaves began to droop; this is the
first perceivable symptom of the disease. On information
being given to the farmer who owned the turnips, of the
disaster which was likely to happen to him on this crop,
he was surprised, but, on examination, found it too true.
He, being a very clean, good farmer, had begun to pull
out the yellow golding, fat hen, &c. with which the land
abounded; for though the land had been very correctly
hoed, yet the weeds having been buried when the plough-
ing was done, in a green state, and being now underneath
the turnips, caused the land to lie light and dry, by which
the turnips turned to fingers and toes, and then die” off,
when the weeds began to sprout up in all directions. This
disease being but little known in many parts, it may be
Necessary to say something of it. Jt very frequently hap-
pens on land that is good for seed, and very often good
land, but light; in this county it is principally found upoa
*®red soils. The yellow marygold, or golding, willow

feed, £ hen, chick-weed, &c. but more particularly the
golding
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golding, are generally to be seen in great numbers on land
subject to this disease* At the end of the fibres of the
diseased turnip is a small knot, not unlike to a young po'ta-
toe, and within this generally a small ‘WOI‘II'I; by this the
plant is deprived of all nutriment from the earth, it falls
up and dies. It is well known that this malady always
happens on light soil, or at least such as are light and dry
in the summer SEASON, for the disease occurs sometimes
on land that is very wet in the winter. I saw some land
of the latter description at Langham, iuider a clean far-
mer's management, Who had most excellent crops of wheat,
barley; and oats; yet his turnip crop was very full of weeds
of the description I have before mentioned, and some of
the plants” inclined to go to fingers and toes. A cole crop
was even still fuller. I mention this circumstance to shew
that there is no general rule without an exception; the soils
of these farms being very different, the one being wet and
the other dry. I shall proceed to give an opinion as to
what method would be advantageous to each. It would
be advisable to persevere in fallowing for turnips or rapes,

or ‘rather for a mixed crop, as the boeing on this land
makes it light; and it has been experienced, that when
a crop of turnips has been found out, whilst the hoe
was at work, to be going off with this malady, that
on ceasing to hoe any more, that the part which was
hoe(} has gone off entirely, and on the other part,
which was unhoed, many of the plants have flourished,
but even here the crop has been very unsightly and a
great many weeds. As even the pulling up of weeds
lets in the air, and lightens the land, therefore this me-
thod of extirpating the weeds must also be avoided; there-
fore, when I perceived the disease coming I should put in
cattle and sheep in great numbers to eat up the tur-
nips and weeds altogether, as soon as possible, as, if they

are
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_are not eaten off very expeditlously, the turnips keep de-
dining so daily, that there would soon be none to cat,
at the same time the weeds keep encreasing, and get into
seed, and when in this state nothing will eat them. My
principal object in'ithis proceeding is lo tread the -land
by cattle and sheep, which are also eating off the produo*
of the land, which if not eaten then could not be done at
all, as it would soon decay, excepting the weeds, which
are also -thus prevented from seeding the land. Though
it may be very grating to the farmer's feelings to be eating
off this crop, when he does not at all want it, yet, as this
will be at a time very proper for getting a good cover of
grass on his pastures for the winter, even in tbk point of
view it will be serviceable. For the land itself this is a
highly important proceeding, being very beneficial to it
from die combined advantages of the treading, the dung,
and the urine of the cattle and sheep. When the crop wa9
eaten off, 1 should immediately plough up the land and
sow cole seed, or, if proper for that crop, would sow rye
amongst it, or oats, and eat the crop off as before.. If
tye was sown amongst the cole seed, and let stand for a

crop after the eating off the cole, it is a query whether
as good, or even better rye, might not be produced in that
way as by any other. The eating off the cole with sheep
(or cattle if convenient) would so dung the land, and give
the rye so firm a root, as to cause it to grow very luxu-
}'.iantly. I have some reason to believe that wheat s&wfl
"i that way would answer, as I saw an instance in the
county of Huntingdon, of Wheat being sown on good
clay land, after a summer fallow, between the 14th and
th of .August, and it was one of the finest crop9, and
‘eady to harvest near one month sooner tliaa many crops in

the county.

BUTLAND.] "SECT.
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SECT. XVII.—COLE SEED,, OR ItAPE,

LITTJ.F. of these plants cultivated U\r seed ; some sow™*
for sheep-feed.

- SECT. XVIII.—CABBAGES.

1. SOIL, red land. C Nursery.—1. Soil, loam.
2. Manuring, yard.dung. 3. Seed, gib. per acre. 4. Sort,
drumhead, or cow cabbage. 5. Time, sown in August.
6. Transplanting, in October. 7. Watering, practised
and done by hand, with common watering pans. 8. Grub,
plants frequently infested with that reptile, but no method
of destroying it known.—3. Tillage, the land ploughed
very deep two or three times. 4. Manure, yard-dung, 25
loads per acre. 5. Planting, in May. 6. Drilling, where
intended to remain, none. 7. Horse hoeing, practised.
3. Hand hoeing, used. Q. Weeding, by hand. 10. Con-
sumption.— I. By what stock, sheep and cattle, g. Carted
off, universally done. 4. Any mode of preserving ? none.
—11. Value, _Vei'y great; no crop that grows, on* land be-,
ing of a marc fattening nature. 12. Exhaust or improve ?
exhaust, and require a great deal of dung and good land to
grow them on. When used ? in winter. How ? by -stall-
feeding for cattle, and given ‘on grass-land for sheep.—
3. Comparison with turnips ; better food than turnips, but
more expensive to raise. -

SFOT
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SECT. XXIII.—CARROTS.

NonNE grown for an extensive use.
SECT. XXIV.—PARSNIPS.—Ditto.
SECT. XXV,—BEETS.—Ditto.

SECT. XXVIL.—POTATOES,

THIS crop is only raised in this county on a very smalt
scale, and with no other view than for domestic uses.

SECT. XXVII.—CLOVER.

1. WITH what crops sown? with barley in general.
-2. Manuring, none used. ‘ 3. Seed, from 81b. to 10, 12
and 14'1b. per acre. 4. Time, generally at.the sowing of
the barley. 5. Use, some mown; some fed off; some
soiled, but a small proportion; and some little seeded.
6. Which the ‘best preparation for wheat ? mown twice,
and then ploughed. 7. White—1. Culture, sown with
barley, but very little used. 2..Produce, not known, the
crop being mostly fed off.—8. Is the land tired of clover ?
in some few instances. 9% In that case what variation of
rourse ? peas, or peas and beans are then taken.

SECT-
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EDITHWESTON, DO. laid on the lawa: compost in
N use by Mr. Tonoliu.

EGtETON, Do. and lime*

EMPINGHAM, DO.

EssENDINE, Do. and sheep-folding.

EXTON, Do.

GLAYSTON, DO. and some lime used.

GREETHAM, - DO.

HAMBLETON, DO. and lime.

GUNTHORPE, Yard dung.

KETTON, DO. and lime lias been used, but

was thwuglUt to injure the land.
LANGHAM, DO. ten loads per acre.

LITTLE CASTERTON, Yard dung; stable dung from
Stamford, 10 or 12 loads per
acre; pigeon dung used, and
approved of very much for
wheat and barley.

LYDDINGTON, Yard dung and a little lime used.

LYNDEN, DO.

LGAMELDS, DO.

MANTON, DO. paring and burning used and
approved.

MARKET OVERTON, DO. 12 loads per acre; lime 80
bushels.

MORCOT, Do. sheep folding and lime.

NORMANTON, Do. do.

NORTH LUFJPENHAM, HO. do. and lime 15 quarters per
acre.

OAKHAM, DO. and stable dung.

PICKWORTH, Do.

PILMN, Do. and laid on the land in its

long state; lime 10 quarters

per acre.
PRESTON,
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PKESTON, Do: lime 80 bushels per acre*.
ft ISLINGTON, Do. lime. )
KYAL, Yard dung, 8 loads per acre;

parilig ano\ burning practised
on the he”ih, and much ap-

proved.
SEATOX, Yard dung and sheep-folding.
SOUTH LUFFENHAM, Do. da.
STRETTON, Do.
TEIGH, Yard dung: lime and soap boil-
er's ashes.
TICKENCOTE, Do. stable dung from Stamford,
prile- 10s. per load.
THISTLETOJS, Do.
THORP t;, Do. lime used by a few, at the
’ rate of 80 busheis per acre.
TINWELL, Do. a manure from Stamford.
TIXOVER, Do. and lime.
UPPINGIIAM, Do. do. and stable dung.
WING, Yard dung 12 loads per acre,
lime 15 quarters per acre!
WISSENDINE, Do. paring and burning practised.
WETWELL, Do. and a little sheep-folding.

With respect-jto the management of manure in this
county, it is as well conducted, generally speaking, as in
many other parts;.-but I am of an opinion with the wor-
thy Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, in his Essay
on Manners (SEE NO. 10, BATH AGRICULTURAL SO-
CIETY), that what has of late years become a practice,, is
rather injurious -than otherwise. By the old practice,
more salts were retained in manure by carting it away, as
the cattle, &c. made it, arid laying it on the land in its long

state, aud ploughing it in, and when it is laid in the fold-
yard'
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CHAP. VIIL

GRASS LAND.

i —

SECT. 1.-_MEADOWS.

THESE are chiefly upland; the only méadows which
are flooded, being those by the side of the rivers Welland,
Guash, and Calmose. Those by the side of the two last,
are but little flooded, except hi heavy rains, when great’
quantities of water arecollected in them, but the water
goes off very quickly; the river. Wetland having but little
fall, and the meadows being very flat by the side of it, the
water goes off slowly, and continues so long upon the
land it floods, that the pasturage is rendered unwholesome,
and frequently rots the sheep; ' The average produce of
bay is from one ton to one ton and a half per acre; the
hay is seldom sold, but is stocked and fed in the fields,
where it grew; this practice'’, where the land is wet, is a
se.rious injury. For rents I-refer the reader to thé general
table of rents, page 28, not having met with-an instance
©f a difference in rent betwixt the other parts of the farms
and of land under this denvmination, worthy of record.
The expense of mowing per acre is from 2s. 6d. to 2s. Qd.
per acre ; from about Is. 6d. to 2s. per acre for cocking,
find for stacking, &c. from 6d. to Is. per acre, much of
the hay being stacked in the meadow w here it is grown;
were it carted to any distance, the expense would be

higlfer,
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made into compost, and then spread on the land, this vould,
I have no doubt, answer better than any of the methods I
have here mentioned. Bu”in fact, all these method'are
attended with great expense and slowi profit, therf “e the
most decided preference must be givep to parirg and burn-
ing these kind of rough lands, worn, oufi by long continuance
in grass. The kind of grass which grows on ant-hills is
. generally of a poor nature, neither fit for meadow nor pas-
ture; and indeed the whole of the grass where ant-hills
abouriH, is generally of an inferior kind, and overrun with
mo9S; thus the land, under such circumstances, is but of
little value: but when pamd and burnt, and sown with
rapes, wheat, beans, barley or oats, clover, wheat, garden
peas, and after them rape? the same season, and then barley
and seeds for pasture' or meadows, the straw fronr all those
crops being carefully collected, made into compost, and
applied to the land; then the tenant is amply repaid for his
expense and labour, and the la;ldlord much, very much
benefited by the ‘ameliorated state of the land. The tenant
would from this course have been enured too to lay the
land in sucfr a manner as to render it level and drier. 1
must confess I am a warm friend to enriching the tenant;
for no improvement can be effected without money; and
the land ought to be so managed, as to not only pay for its-
improvements, but reward the improver. =~ With an honest
hope that encouragement may be held out to the tenant
who has this spirit of improvement within him, I can safely
affirm, that in my experience, I never knew a rich tenant

impoverish a farm much, or a poor otie enrich or improve
one.

There 1s si cow pasture at H amble ton for the cottagers,
containing 114 acres, which is divided jnto 9 fe pastures>

and let partly to farmers and cottagers, at 30s. CSLOO, yearly-
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gardens and orc.hards at North Luffenham are good. )ak-
ham has good gardens,; but small orchards. The gaPens
and orchards are small at all the remaining parishes in *£Is
county, excepting at Ryall, where there are eight tole ably
large gardens; and at Uppingham, where therlls tmt'
very large orchard, containing 30 acfes. AK Oakham
three acres of ground «are yearly tak“u from the bean
field in the occupation of farmers, and divided into 24 gar-
dens, for the use of the labouring people, for which they
each of them pay Ss. per year to the farmer from whom
the land is taken. At Harnbietori; in like manner, a 3f
acres close is divided into 14 gardens, and the like rent
paid. Half of this quantity being sown with barley, ancj
the o_therPalf with potatoes. '

CH>
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CHAR X.

WOQODS, &ec.

FOR the following account of Earl Winchelsca's woods
I am indebted to his lordship's steward, Mr. Wilson, lo
whom I am also very much obliged for much, other valu-
able information.

The woods are divided into fifteen years' rounds; thus
one-fifteenth part is felled every year; the oak timber is
cut in April and May, and sold to. farmers and tradesmen.
This year, 1806, the average price was from 2s. 6d. to
2s. 9d. a cubic foot, exclusive of all other expenses. The
bark ’s sold to tanners by the cubic yard, or 20 yards to
the load; price 101. per load; peeling, stacking, &c. paid
by the purchasers; a load weighs from. 30 to 35 cwt. The
underwood 1is cut in November and December, or as soou
as the leaf is off, and sold to farmers for hedging, 8cc. the
average price being from 61. to 81. per acre.'

Oak timber is not much raised in this county, and there
is but little fit for the navy. The .best sort is used for
building; the"coarser sort, which is_ not used for fences, &c.
is made into gates, hurdles, &c. and ‘sold at Peterbro'
and Spalding fairs, and carried into the fen country.
Planting of oak should be more atfended to, as it thrives
well 'K most parts of the county ytfnaking plantations”in
the co%ne{s of fields, where the a>jlles are acute, would

’ be












maxkeS me 1more

to impress it on the n”ijds of land-owners. L
highly




110 WOODS, &ec.

highly recommend elms where the soil is congenial;
but where the soil is not good, ash should be plantedi as
should they not prosper as timber "trees, they willi-ve
found valuable cut as pollards; after being once cyfrthey
quickly throw out young shoots, which become ,jfery use-
ful farmer's wood for hurdles, rails, fences, &c. &c. and
in time, may nearly be as profitable asa timber. It is to
be remarked, that ash and elm seldom want replanting,
for by the time the original trees are felled there is gene-
rally a succession of young trees sufficient, with care, to
replace them. There ought to be the greatest attention,
on enclosures taking place, paid to planting, there being
no soil but what may be planted with some kind of trees to
advantage: willows on boggy or peat soils, or'in small wet
places, which are often to be met with at the corners, &c.
of fields, are very profitable : birch for brooms, on some
land, would be found very advantageous. 1 do not
recommend Scotch firs, larch, Sec. nor any trees but will
grow out of the stools, and plant themselves in hedges, as
they' want replanting, when the old trees arc felled, and
have more of ornament than use in them. '

CHAY:
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CHAP. XIL

IMPROVEMENTA,

—————

SECT. I.—pMINvNG.

THERE is but little draining done in this county;
where it has been done, which is chiefly upon red land, il
has been attended with the greatest advantages. There is
much land which appears to need draining. The methods
of draining are for small depths; the shoulder drain by
triangular stones; and for greater depths, walls on the sides'
covered by flat stones. There are many soils consisting of
a tenacious, stringy clay, where there are no spring:', and

-the water is collected in ponds; on such it must be obvi-
ous, that open drains must be made with proper falls to
Fhose reservoirs ; but what drains I saw of this description,
were neither wide enough, deep enough, nor in sufficient
numbers. On other parts of the county, Vhich are very
springy, underdrains being the cheapest and best, must
be had recourse to, and should, if possible, be filled in
with black thorns. The drains which are made in low or
spungy places, for carrying off the water, are generally
much too shallow. In many places which feel the want
of ponds, rivulets, orf waterings, a remed¥ might b'e'found
for the inconvenience'., by draining the sides of tfcs hills,
which are, in g'eneralifz JI of water; thus a supply o ‘water

amp})
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umply' large for all purposes, would be obtained, at the
same 'time, that a very great ir;lprovement would be effect-
ed, iv laying the land dry below those springs. SEE
DRAINING LAND. Exped.Farmer. Ed. Sd. Vol. 1.

page 56 to page 11?.
¢

SECT. II.—.PARING AND BURNING.

THIS is a practice but little used in this comity; where
it is, it i& chiefly upon cold soils, where the land is coarse
and over-run with hassocks, and is of infinite service to
this sort of land, if only ploughed as directed- under what I,
have written on Banking, page 98, and then laid to grass:
but it too often happens that such lands and the manure
not returned until they are quite exhausted, and are then
laid down in a" very foul, poor, weak state. All lands
which are thus pared and burnt, should also be drained,
which would tend much to their improvement. The price
for paiing and burning is from 20s. to 25s. per acre. In
this process, great caution ought to be taken in making the
hills small, and spreading the ashes whilst hot, which is of
essential use to the land. For paring and burning—Set
3d. Edition of Exped, Farmer, Vol. I. sect. 7, page

*13 top. 142.

S ——
SECT, III.—MANURING.

1 OBSERVED, no improvements ,on this head in the
county; and my opinion as to wha”is necessary for this
desirable purpose, is already given ,%i*der the head M A -
#¥4r,5, page 88* '

JUTLAND.] «KCT.
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SECT. IV-—IRRIGATION.

.As tbis practice has long beeu held up as very a(iifan-
tageous, I am awarg, that 1 tread on tender ground when F.
\eiiturc to assert, that the contrary.has been generally
proved to be the case; though I assert this from experi-
<< nee, could I not bring forward fact in support of my
assertion, I believe I might not have ventured it. The sys-
tem ha» been pursued by a gentleman in this county, of the
first respectability, in,a most correct manner; he has now
discontinued the practice. The following is an .extract
from a letter with w hich he was so obliging as to favour
me since my departure fiom Rutland : " In my opinion
" M atering renders the quality of die herbage and the land
' the worse for the process. Where land is tolerably pro**
" ductive, and in a situation where a qtiantity of grass food
is not required, I should certainly not advise it: Lthink
the land may be turned*\o better account without it.
But 1 think there are many situations, particularly 011

"
"

" gravel, sand, or open soils, where it may be vgry advan-
" tugeous; the produce, by such means, is certainly much
" increased, and, in some instances, rendered larger when
J! very little otherwise would be produced/" Though the
produce i* encreaked, yet it becomes in time, in a few
years, of so coarse a nature, and mixed with rushes and
water plants, that cattle frequently refuse to cat it, and
when it is eaten, the appearance of the cattle proclaims it
far from being ef a nutri.iious nature. I was formerly an
advocate for frrigation, and am still on such soils as are-
described in the above extract; but having had since op-
portunities of viewing several water meadows which have
been of long standi‘.’“:l’*:, which have operated to the disad-
vantage of both thcf\ Jerbage and the land, I hiVe' beeu
obliged, in a great t 1 isure, to alter my opinion.

CHAP.
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benefit, but in a national point of view, h, and would be
found very interesting, as this country has to buy much wax
and honey from foreign countries, which there is no doubt
might be raised at home, I should therefore wish to re-
commend to the higher orders of this county an ingenious
publication by Wildman, No. 326, Holbora, near Middle
Row, from which much useful information on the manage-
ment of bees would be gleaned, and that cruel method of
Smothering bees (which is universally practiced in Rutland)
done away.

CHAR
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liay and harvest; servant men from 1GL to 151. per year;

»

toys, 31.
At Glayston, labour 12s. in winter per week; and 15s.

HI summer.
At Greetham, 12s. per week the year round, excBpting

the harvest month, when 14s. a week and board is given.
* Yearly servants; for a head or fore-man, 181.; for a shep-

herd, 1ffl.; boy*, 51. per year.
At Gunthorpe, in winter, 12s.; during harvest, 21s.
At Hambleton, labour in winter, 10s.; in summer, 12s.;

in harvest, ISs.

AtKetton, labour in winter, 9s.; in summer, 12s.; iu
harvest, 12s. and board.

At Langham, labour from 9s. to 12s. in Winter; and in
hay and harvest times, 15s. per week. Yearly servants;
men from 121. to 151.; boys from 3I. to 71.

At Leafields, labour 12s. winter and summer.

At Little Casterton, labour 12s. in winter; 15a. per

week in summer.
At Lynden, 9s. per week, and small beer in winter; in

summer, 15s. and small beer.

At Manton, labourers receive in winter 6s. per week
with board, or 0s. without; and in summer, 12s. per week
and board; from, 3s. 6R to 4s. per day, and beer, during

harvest.
At Market Overtoil, 12s. per week the whole year.

At Martinsthorpe, 10s.per week in winter; 12s. in sum-
mer ; and 18s. in harvest.

At Morcot, 12s. per week in winter; 18s. in summer.

At Normanton, labour 10s. per week, except during

harvest, when it is 18s. and small beer.
At North Luffenharo, 12s. per week through the year,

with the addition of board in harvest.

L3 At
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At Oakham, labour 12s. per week, winter and summer.

At Pickwbrth, labourers about 30 guineas a year.

At Pilton, labour 9s. in winter; and 12s. in summer.

At _Preston, 9s. per week on the average.

At Uidliiigton, 12s. per week in winter; and 15s. and
beer in summer.

At Ryall, ditto, ditto; women from 10d. to Is. per day,

At Seaton, 8s. per wetk in wipter; 9°- "%’ harvest;
13s. and board, corn harvest.

At South Luffenham, chiefly piece-work, 2s. per quar-
ter for threshing barley, 3s. 6d. for wheat, and 2s. for beans;
18s. per week and board during harvest.

At Stretton, 10s. 6d. in winter; 123. in summer.

At Teigh, 12s. in winter ; 18s. in summer*

At Thistleton, 12s. in winter; Ids. in hay time; and
18s. during harvest. The hours of working from sun-rise
to sun-set in summer; and in winter from light to dark.

At Thorpe, (s. in winter; in hay time, 9s. and board;
and in harvest, 12s. and board.

At Tickencote, labour is about 30 guineas per year, per
man, in this parish.

At Tinwell, 12s. for both winter and summer, except
during harvest, when 18s. per week is the average. Yearly
servants; a head man, 161.; oth_é'rs‘, 71- or 81.; boys, 41.

At Tixover, 12s. in winter; *18s. in summer. .

At Uppingbam, 9s. in winter; and 14s. per week, with
plenty of beer, in summer.

At Wardley, 10s. in winter; 10s. per week and board
in summer. -

At Wing, 7s. per week, and two meals per day in win-
ter; 10s. per week,-two meals and pne pint of ale per day
in summer. '

At Wissendine, 12s. per week in winter; 18s. in sum-
B

Labourers’
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Labourers' wages average in this county, exclusive of
board, beer, &c. which it will be seen is given in mauy
parts of it,j for the winter .season, about 10s. 6£d. per
week ; for the summer, 13s.; and for the harvest, 16s. per
week.

Labourers begin to work in hay and harvest times, at
five in the morning, and continue till sun-set; and from six
to six at other ftifiries, excepting in winter, when they work
from light to dark. Women seldom go to work in the
fields in winter; but in summer, field-work is their chief
employment. Wages average from 9d. to Is. per day.
From 101. to 121. is given per /ear for a man who can
plough "and sow. Wages have risen considerably in
this county within these last twelve years; yearly servants
for husbandry having risen within that period from Si. to
41. per year.—The average price of piece-work in the
county is as follows:

S. d. « d.
Mowing Grass, from 2 6 to. 2 9 per acre.
Clover .. .1 6 - 2 0 ditto.
Barley e o .. 19 - 20 ditto.
Oats. : : : 2 0 - 2 3 ditto.
Peas. : : : <9 - 20 ditto.
Reaping Wheat. . 6 6 r 7 6 ditto.
Hoeing Turnips .5 0 - 7 0 ditto, 3 times over.
Threshing Wheat . S 6 . . . per quarter.
Barley . . .. 1 8 . . . ditto.
QOats. : : : 1 0 . . . ditto.
Beans .« ... 10 to 1 S ditto.
Peas. : : : 1 0 - 1 Sditto.

Many farmers board their labourers in hay time and
harvest\ if they are hired for the whole time, then the*
L 4 % wa £CS
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wages are from 9s. to 10s. per week; if only for the har-
vest, from 40s. to 60s. for the time.

SECT. II.—PBICE OF PROVISIONS.

THE price of beef, mutton, and pork, js nearly the samp
as in the neighbouring districts, and as near as can be as-
certained, about one penny per 1b. cheaper than in London;
but when it i$ considered that the prime meat is sent to
London, or sold at distant fairs, the price paid for the infe-
rior sort is high. In all probability, the price of provisions
will continue, in proportion to the times, without much
variation.—The average prices of meat, &c. are as under,
at Oakham.

s. d. s. d.

Beef, per Ib, from ... 0 5 to 0 8
Mutton, ditto Q o 0 8
Lamb, ditto 0 7 - 010
Veal, ditto. | 5 0 9
Pork,di«Q.. Lo 0 6 0 3§
Bacon ... .. S 1 0
Chickens, per couple. 2 6
Duc?s, ditto. ... 300
Ditto, wild, ditte. . . . . 4 0
Pigeons, per.dozen. : : S 0
Butter,,per 1b. . ... 0 8 to 1 3
Eggs, per dozen o 0 0 -1 0
Cheese,perJh. < . <0 6 - 1 Q
. Flour, fine, per stone. S3
Ditto, second, ditto. : 3-6
Ditto, coarse, ditto. : L 3 4

Green



'UEL. 153

[ s. d. 3 d
Green Peas,perpeck . -Q 6 to I ¢
Ditto Beans, ditto . .0 4 - O 6
Carrots, ditto . . « .0 2 - 0 O
Potatoes, ditto . .0 400 6
Cabbages, perdozen . .0 6 - 1 O
Onions, perpeck « . .1 6 - g O

SECT. III.—FUEL.

COALS are now the general fuel of this county, which
are brought up by the canal to Oakham.—They are how-
ever mostly used -with wood; and there are, from my in-
formation, four or five parishes where wood is still the
principal material for fuel.

CHAP,
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CHAR XV.

POLITICAL ECONOMY--

e ——

SECT. I.—ROAD?3.

ASHWELL, the roads are tolerably good. Aybtoit,
pretty good; a turnpike road through the parish. Barley-
thorpe, the same; statute duty done* Barrow'den, very
good; a turnpike runs through the parish. Belton, the
same. Bishbrooke, good; a tiunpike six miles. Bridge
Casterton, Brooke, and Hurley, very gq.od; a turnpike
through the latter. Braunston, middling good. Caldecot,
very good. Clipsham and Cottesmore, tolerably good.
Dry Stoke, very good. Edithwe.ston, not good. Egleton,
Einpingham, and Esseudine, veiy good; a turnpike through
the latter town. Exton and Flitter is, tolerable. Glayston,
very good; a turnpike through here from Stamford to
Uppiugham, and to Oakham. Greetham, good. Ham-
bieton, tolerably good, Ketton, very good. Langham,
tolerably good. Little Casterton, very good; a turnpike
through the parish. Lyddington, tolerably good. Lyn-
den, very good; an assessment of 9d. per pound for the
repairs of the roads. Manton, Market Overton, and
Morcot, tolerably good; a turnpike through the latter.

Martinsthorpe, bad. Nonpanton” very good. North
Luffenham,
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. Luffenham, good. Oakham, the roads here are indifferent,
being indicted. The materials for their repair, &o. are
bad. Pick worth, middling; statute duty done. Pi J ton,

good. Preston, very good; a turnpike through the parish.
Ridlington, tolerably good. Ryall, very good; a turnpike
through the parish. Seaton, middling. South Luffenham,
very good; a turnpike, Stretton, very indifferent; the
north road turnpike through the parish. Teigh, tolerable,
Thistlelon and Tickencote, .Very good. Thorpe, -bad.
Tixpver, very good; a turnpike. Uppingham, very good.
Wardley, very good; a turnpike; Wing, very good. Wis-
sendine, $ood. Witwell, very good; a turnpike through
the .parish. The parochial roads are mostly ill-formed,
being raised too high before the materials are laid upon
them, and the materials laid on too large; therefore,
must remain in a bad state until a better method ia
adopted. The turnpike roads too are badly formed, and
not in good fepair. The materials for their repair, which
are generally stone, are HUI on in the autumn and winter,
instead of the spring; levelling the sides of the road for
the carriages to pass upon in the summer, would be of
great benefit to the roads;~ but this is neglected, wliicb
ought not to be, as, by the roads being repaired in thii
way, they would have a loflg time to settle, and be in good

order against the winter.

1 observed, that where enclosures had taken place, and
new roads had been formed, especially if it happened to
be over ridge and furrow, that die greater part of the
land allotted for the use of the road was rendered useless;
for though there were 40 feet appropriated for the purpose
of a road, yet, from their method of making the road,
which is by raising a very high bank in the middle, with
two steep sides, leaving on each side 9 space like unto a

'fﬁlpe ditch, and betwixt each pf theie spaces and the out-
' side
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side boundary of the road, is left a. high narrow ridge,
entirely useless to the road ; the middle part not more than
from nine to ten feet in width, is tkie only space out of the
forty feet which is usable; this space is covered iii .a flat
manner with large stones; a track, or hollow place, is soon
. formed on the top or middle of it, by the horses in carts,
Sec* and ruts of considerable depths on the sides, so that it
is impossible to quarter with a single-horse chaise, but the
. traveller must keep the wheels of the vehicle in the ruts,
by which both he and his horse are thrown and tost about
in the most horrid manner imaginable; ‘a chaise and pair
hits much greater difficulties to encounter, for as the
horses cannot quarter, they go jostling one against the
other, and keep slipping into the deep ruts, and are thus
liable to fall every step they take, at the imminent risk of
breaking the carriage, harness, &c. &c. By what I have
stated, the reader will easily picture to himself the hazard
there is in one carriage passing another on such roads, for,
from the steepness of the sides of the bank I have already
described, it is impossible to travel on them ; but on meet-
ing any other vehicle, each traveller is obliged, at the risk
of being overthrown, to .draw out of the ruts, which is
' not effected without difficulty, and give way -by drawing
partly on the slope, whence '-the water is prevented from
draining off into the side drain, by those ridges on each
side of the road, which are also too parrow for any car-
riage to pass upon; and even if a horseman attempts to go
upon them, from there being hollow bad places in them,
and if he once gets on them, he cannot easily get oft
again; he is in more danger thau though he were to leap
over the side ditches into the fields on each side; on the
'whole, a worse system could not be pursued. On a new
enclosure taking place; the greatest, atteution ought cer-
tainly to be paid to the formation of the roads, which

should
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Amount of Premiums given to Labourers, who brought
up not less than' four Childen born in wedlock, to the
age of fourteen, without Relief''from the Parish.

l L Number } Number °
Year. of of JB. =& d.
Labourers.] Children.

1786 | , 2 15 4 40

7 4 24 15 4 6}

8 5 27 'L 16 16 0

9 7 34 17 17 0

3790 5 20 12 1 6}

H I 2 10 5 50
2 1 7 4 40

3 1 2 1 10

4 4 1£ 7 17 6

5 7 25 13 2 6

6 1 4 3 00

7 2 9 6 00

8 1 7 5 50

9 6 18 13 JOO

1700 3 12 9 00

1 1 4 3 0o0f

2 5 14 14 14 0

3 * 4 3 30

4 0 0 0 00

5 6 19 | 15 0 ¢
Average. |__ 3 1_4:‘]_ 8 19 §]

M4 Amount
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The following Premiums were proposed to be oiFered
for 1807:

To the person who shall produce the best estimate of
the comparative advantage between the use of oxen and
horses, in husbandry work, 25 guineas.

To the person who shall make the best comparative ex-
periment between the effects of fresh dung and rotten
dung, arising from the same species of animal and forage;
upon grass land, within one year, the extent being not less
than one acre for each kind of dung, 10 guineas.

N.B. Dung not to be considered as fresh after the
third day.

To the person who shall, on the annual meeting fqr
1807, produce a pen of five of the best fat shearlings, to
have been fed with grass, hay, or roots, and not o have hud
corn or cake, 10 guineas.

For the second best pen of the same, 5 guineas.

For a pen of five «f the best two year old wether, 10
guineas.

For the second best pen of the same, 5 guineas.

For a pen of five of Ae best ewes, to be shewn at the
annual meeting for 1807/ which shall have produced and
reared lambs at two years old and the following year, the
lambs not being tuken from the dams til) Midsummer old
style in each year, to have been fed with grass, hay, or
roots, but nOt to have corn or cake, 5 guineas.

For a pen of the same number of ewes which shall
have been kept on natural grass alone, 5 guineas.

For the best conducted experiment for ascertaining the
relative profit of different breeds of sheep, in wool and
carcase, strict attention being paid to the quantity of food
each breed has consumed, the weight and value when put

Rerrann) N * “p
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a piece of plate of 20 guineas value, (which Col. Noel, the
president, is requested to procure) be presented to him.

The meeting was then adjourned. Signed,
G. N. NOEL.

Col. Noel having left the chair, the unanimous thanks
of the meeting were voted to him for his unremitted at-
tention to the prosperity of the landed interest, by encou-
raging the improvement of the agriculture of the united
counties of Leicester and Rutland.

APPENDIX.
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THE Earl of Winchelsea's dike for washing shecpg
being one of the most complete 1 ever saw, I requested a
sketch of it, and was favoured with one by his lordship's
agent, from whish the subjoined sketch was taken. 1 very
much recommend the plan to those who are so situated, in
point of water, &c. as to have-it in their power to adoi ¢
it. It would also be verj advantageous for farmers living
in three or four different parities, to' make a subscription
dike after the plan; the conveiiiency and prevention of
accidents would soon repay them for the expense, &c. at-
tending the carrying it into execution.

One very principal advantage of the wash-dike is, tlic
comfort which the washer receives from being dry, instead

_ of standing the whole day in water, which is extremely in-
jurious to his health.

REFER-
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The following List comprises the Names of the Gentle-
men to whom I am indebted for the Information ob-
tained, respecting the several Parishes, fyc. in this
County : I take this Method of returning them my

sincere Thanks.

PLACES.

Aslnvell,
Ayston, . ..
Barleythorpe, .
Barrow,.
Barrowden,

Belton,
Bishbrooke,
Braunston, ¢ ¢ o
Brooke,.

Burley,.

Caldecot,

Clipsham,
Cottesmore,

Dry Stoke,
Edithweston,
Egleton.
Empingham,
Essendine,

Exton and Flittoris,
G lays ton, . . »
Greetham,

GENTLEMEN'S NAMES.

Mr. William Webster.
George Fludyer, Esq.
Mr. Thomas Hand.,,
William Chapman, Esq.

Mr. John fiaines.

William Kemp, Esq.
Mr. W. Green.
Rev. Richard Lucas.

Thomas Wood, Esq.

Mr. Henry Wilson.

Mr. Edward Muggleton.
Rev.—Snow, T. Hack, Esq.
Mr. Thomas Dean.

Tlionras Brien, Esq.

Robert Tonilin, Esq.

Messrs. Stimson and Wilson.
Mr. Thomas Sysson.

Mr. W. Lupton.

Wm. Chapman, Esq.
John Stranger, Esq.
Gilson, Esq.

Gunthorpc,
Hambleton,
Ketton,.

Mr. John Barrett.
Mr. H. Wilson. -

Mr. W. Wilford.
PLACES*



PLACES.

. Langham

Little Casterton,
Lyddington,
Lynden,.
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GENTLEMEN'S NAMES.

W. Chapman, Esq.
e Mr. Robert Hare.

Mr* Peach.

Samuel Barker, Esq.

Leafields&Martinsthorpe,Mr. H. Wilson.

Manton,.

Market Overton,
Morcot,.
Normanton,
North Luffenhatn

Oakham, oo

Pickworth,
Pilton,.

Preston,.
Ridlington,
Ryall,

Seaton,.

South Luffenbam,

Stretton,
Teigh,
Thistleton,
Thorpe,.
Tickencote,
Tinwell,.
Tixover,
Uppingham,
Wardley,
Wing,.
Wissendine,
Witnell,.

' RUTLAND.]

Mr. Thomas Lester.
* Rev. J. Hopkinson.

Mr. W. Barrow.

Mr. Thomas Sysson.

John Morris, Esq.

Messrs. Banton and H. Wilson.
Mr. John Clarke.

John Fancourt, Esq.

W. Laurence, Esq.

F. Cheseldine, Esq.

Mr. W. Lupton.

Rev. —— Robinson.

\ MessrsiMJeay ghringthorpe,

t and = Pridemore.
Mr* Thomas Sysson.
Mr. John Hinman.

. * Mr. John Goodfellow. .

Mr. H. Baines.
John Wingfield, Esq.

Rev. Thomas Foster.

Mr. V. Godfrey.

Messrs. Bullock and Clifton.
George Godfrey, Esq.

Mr. R. Gregory.
Mr. W. Floor.

Win. Chapman, Esq.

0 " An
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An Account of Earl JVinchilsea's Farm Stock at Bur ley>
in August, 1806.

ARABLE LAND.
A.

R. p.

In wheat, - - - 13 2 33
— barley, - - - 21 0 0
— oats, - - - 29 0 0
— beans, - - - 6 0 0
— peas, - - - 8 0 0
— tares, - - - 2 0 0
— rYye, - - 1 0 0
— buckwheat, - - 4 2 0
— spring, do: - - 200
— potatoes, - ®* 2 0 0
— Swedish turnips, - - 9 2 0
— white, do. - - 52 0
— cole-worts, - -5 0 0
— cabbage, - - - 1 2 0
---- seeo: s, ~ - 71 1 O
.

Total in cropping, - -481 3 33

Supposed to be taken up by 2 00
hedges, '

Total arable land, - - - 183 3 SS
N. B. More seeds this year than is usual.

Grazing land, - - - 214 0 35
Wood land sometimes grazed, - 9 1 34
Meadow land, - - - 59 0 0
e —.

Total, - 551 222

STOCK.
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STOCK.
CATTLE.
Beast feeding - - 46"
Draught beasts - - 10
Stores, including young heifers, &c. 26
Milch cows - : .20 125
Calves rearing - - 20
Bulls * - - 3
. ..J .
SHJEEP.
Breeding ewes - - 197
Lambs - - - 222
Shear hogs - - 304
"Theaves = - - 181f 966
Ewes and sheep feeding - 58
Rams - - - 4 J
Pigs - - . 6l

Horses kept, but not half of them for the

work of the farm - - - I
Total of Live Stock <+ 1163
romns.

v —— i — L
J. 0. Bernard, Printtr, csinasr-§iréet.









