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Vi PREFACE.

same time he wishes me to state the obligations he is under to
Mess's H. G. Hine and J. W. Whymper, for the manner in
which they have executed the drawings on wood.

It will be observed that most of the information concerning
the Taiping rebdsisfrom the pen of Mr. E. J. Forrest, than
whom | know no one more competent to handle the subject.
My best thanks are due for the valuable matter which he so
kindly placed at my disposal, to which at the present juncture
| would particularly direct the attention of the reader.

The names of Sr William Hooker, Professor Morris, Pro-
fessor Eamsay, Mr. John Kiddle, and others, are sufficient
guarantees for the accuracy of such portions as rest on their
authority, and | am gjlad to express my thanks for their
readily afforded aid. '

The Maps attached to this volume are by Mr. John Arrow-
smith, and may therefore be consdered as accurate as our
present knowledge of the country will allow. That of the*
Yang-tsze Kiang above Hankow is a reduction, in which
many details are omitted, of a Chart* prepared from our
survey, which it is hoped will be found of service to those
interested in the geography or navigation of the Upper
Y ang-tsze.

L.astly, | have to acknowledge the valuable assstance of
my friend Mr. F. Lawrence in passng these pages through
the press.

Rather than eng:umber the narrative with matter of a

* The Yang-tsze Kiang, from Hankow to Ping-shan, from the Survey of
Captain Blakiston, R.A., in 1861, by John Arrowsmith. London : pub-
lished by John Arrowsmith, 35, Hereford Square, South Kensington.
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FIVE MONTHS ON THE YANG-TSZK.

CHAPTER |I.
UP TO NANKING.

DEEP in mud and deluged with rain, Shanghai hardly pre-
sented on the 11th of February, 1801, an appearance to
judtify the appdlation of " The Modd Settlement,” which it,
nevertheless, so well merits in the far East. Its princey
mer cantile residences and extensive Consular buildingslooked
desolate and dripping. The "Bund"—that promenade of
which the resdents may well be proud—was deserted, save
by a chance pair or two of coolies trotting along under heavy
burdens, with their monotonous " ho-ha, eh-ho." The Chinese
city was but dimly visible beyond the fores of junk-masts

above the foreign shipping; and one would have amost
doubted that an immense mass of human life existed at all

in the dismal scene, but for occasonal explosions of crackers,
with which the natives were propitiating the new year, or
" chin-chinning joss" as it is familiarly called—for it was
the second day of the firs moon and holiday-time among
the Cdedtials.

But on the river/notwithstanding the incessant rain, then»
were signs of movement apparent among the vessdls of war
lately arrived from the Gulf of Pecheli; and during the day
one by one they dropped down stream, forming by evening a
respectable little fleet at Woosung.

By nine on tI*following morning Vice-Admiral Sr James
Hope had asssnbled his sguadron outside the mouth of

B



2 UP TO NANKING CHAP. .

Woosung or Shanghai river; and at ton, each vessel being in
its allotted position, the Expedition began to stem the mtiddy
current of the great Yang-tsze. The sailing order was in
three paralld lines, headed by the smaller craft. The centre
column was composed ofH.M.SS. 'Centaur,' ' Waterman/ and
* Attalante,' headed by No. 93, the * Bouncer' gun-toat. On
the garboard hand the Admiral's vessel, the ' Coromandel/
was followed by the gun-boat * Havoc;' while Commander
Ward led the left or port line in the ' Couper' surveying
vessel, with No. 90, the ' Banterer,' astern. Thus started the
Y ang-tsze Expedition of 1861, the object of which was to open
the Yang-tsze Kiang to foreign trade.

It was a pleasing sight to witness the vessels steaming
steadily onwards in the broad expanse of estuary, prevented
only from appearing like the ocean itself by theidand of
Tsung-ming, and its smaller companion Bush Idand ; and, as
there was nothing of interest in those low flat shores or the
" equally monotonous line of the mainland, where a few house-
tops and trees alone showed over the embankment which
keeps the country from inundation, the doings of the squadron
naturally attracted all attention. Flags and pendants which*
in the leading vessals, were signals for the depth of water 88
shown by the lead, in the flag-vessel orders or questions, and
in the others answers to the same, were continually being
hauled up and down*; and it would have been a superior
kaleidoscope that could have exhibited such combinations
and changes of colours. The squadron kept perfect order.

However, in the best-regulated—or may we say, over-regu-
lated ?—familiesor fleets, accidentswill sometimeshappen, and
" running ashore by Act of Parliament," as it is called, we&
not to be avoided, notwithstanding such regulations. Thirty-
throe miles only had been made, we were not quite up *°
Plover Point, whence Lang-shan Hill (the first high land on
the river) is visible with its pagoda, when bump goes the






CHAP. |. " DOING THE HYIiENA." 3

* Centaur' on a shoal, and the * Waterman'—which vessel
she had been obliged to take in tow shortly before—smashes
into her quarter. " Ahead" or " astern™ full speed is of no
avail; sails are set, but she does not move; so the sguadron
iIsordered to anchor, and thus ends the first day.

In H.M.S.° Attalante,' which accommodated amongst others
the members of what was then called the " Overland Expe-
dition,” we lor three dayswatched the unsuccessful endeavours
at each succeeding high tide to get the ' Centaur' off, which
one may imagine to us inactive folks was not particularly
interesting. Then we were anchored so far from the shore,
and the weather was so unseasonable, that wo Lad no oppor-
tunity of making a more intimate acquaintance with the
country in the neighbourhood of Plover Pbint. This caused
us to pace the decks with impatience, especially those of us
who had visions of the high-lands of Tibet and the Himalayas;
and walking up and down, the twelve or fifteen feet of deck
not obstructed by ropes, hen-coops, or other obstacles, could
be compared only to the congant motion of the hyaenain the
Zoological Gardens: the simile, if not exactly true, was ludi-
crous, and this nautical exercise became henceforth known as
" doing the hyaena."

At last, on the 15th, after all the devices which come under
the list sanctioned by the Lords Commissoners of the High
Court of Admiralty had been tried and had failed, it was
decided that a gun-boat should go back to Woosung for assist-
ance, and that the remainder of the squadron should proceed.
Twenty miles farther up we anchored that evening, having,
under the skilful pilotage of Commander Ward, passed the
bugbear of Yang-tsze navigation known as "Lang-shan
Crossing;" only one vessdl touched the ground, and she was
quickly towed off again. %

Starting early on the following morning, the unprecedented
distance of four nautical miles—they are longer, it must be

B 2



4 UP TO NANKING. CHAP. T.

recollected, than ordinary terrestrial miles—was made without
accident; but, that distance accomplished, the leading vessd,
the * Couper,' having been feding on the left bank alittle too
oagorly, went right up on a sandbank, and all endeavours to
get her df proved unavailing; the receding tide leaving her
with only two feet of water dongsde. The ' Couper' was a
vessd which had been built in China as ariver steamer, and
fitted up with a good sdloon for passenger accommodation; she
had therefore been specialy set apart by Sir James Hope to
carry, besdes the surveying gaf, a number of mercantile
and other gentlemen whom his liberality had granted tho
means of ascending the Yang-tszo on this occason. Hi*,
commander, Lieutenant Broad, E.N., who has since received
-promotion, had done everything in his power to provide
for the comfort of those on board, until she had obtained the
sobriquet of a " floating hotel." But now, as she lay hard
and fag, wo of the other vessdls jeered a her asa" shore-
going craft."

This time our anchorage was more convenient, and, getting
ashore with our guns, we were rewarded by a shot or two a
pheasants and teal, and a fev geese. The place where we
landed had the appearance of a heavy earthen battery; and,
being uncertain whether Imperialists or Rebels held this
part of the country, we approached the shore with caution.
We found, however, on landing, that we need liave had no
gpprehensions, for the impressve-looking battery turned oui
to be merdy the river embankment heightened by the addi-
tion of earth on its top, and of so wesk a profile that | doubt
if a matchlock-ball would not have penetrated it, and without
even a wooden gun mounted; while the gallant defenders, as
we had supposed them, were quiet farm labourers hoeing
beans. It was one of those shams”e congtantly seen in
China, from the government down to the religion, or from
the religion down to the government, whichever way



CHAP. |. CHINESE DECEPTION. 5

putsit, snce it is impossble to say which is the more cor-
rupt. In every ingitution, in the daily affairs of life, in
business, in common conversation, is there not a vein of
decegtion running through the whole? Go into a temple,
we see the boots, clothes, and valuables of the deceased being
burned;—but they are imitations in paper. We visit the
grave on the mountain-side, and find relations, actuated by a
spirit of "filial piety," offering sweetmeats and dainties to
the dead;—but they carry them all home afterwards to be
devoured at their own supper. A general writes, that his
brave legions are numberless,—he has perhaps at most two
or three hundred wretches, deficient in arms, ammunition,
and courage. " Sedan-chairswill be at once placed at your
Excellency's disposal,” means, that most uncomfortable hen-
coops will not be forthcoming for the " foreign devil" until
he has badgered the offidal half-a-dozen times more. A
myriad means 365, a Celestial is a liar, and the Centrq}
Flowery Land a myth.

After our run on shore we were not sorry to get again
alongside the cabin-fire of the ' Attalante.' By the way, this
same fireplace was a very comfortable one, the ship having
been built for a Dutch company—and Old Schnapps knows
what being comfortable is—and wo found it really welcome,
for the cold weather we experienced at this season was calcu-
lated to make one's teeth chatter, after the broiling of a
summer in Southern China.  The thermometer at sunrise
usually stood about freezing-point, and one day it did not
rise at all over 32°; yet with such weather, that, to an
unfortunate landsman, most detestable operation known as
washing decks, but which might with far more propriety be
called flooding ship and wearing away the upper surface of
the deck-planks, was daily carried out. He who hastried to
sleep with half-a-dozen holystones grinding away immedi-
ately above his head, or who has fallen heavily on his first
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step on the deck of a morning when it is one sheet of ice,
will undersand my full meaning. But we had no cause to
grumble, for it was only carrying out the regulations, and
| will say, once for all, that | believe, what with the kind-
ness of Mr. Swain and his officers, and the help of the
fireplace before mentioned, we of the ' Attalante,' although
somewhat crowded, were morejolly and comfortable than any
others of the squadron.

We lay still another day at thisanchorage; it was Sunday,
and no work was done. On Monday, the 'Waterman' being
left to take care of the ' Couper' in her awkward dStuation,
theAdmiral'svessdl, attended by the 'Attalante,’ " proceeded
under steam " —to take an expresson from thelog-book; made
agood run of forty-eight miles, passng Kiang-yin, the gate
of the Yang-tsze, and anchored above Starling Idand. The
country retained the same low character, and but little high
land was seen, until on the following day when we came up to
Kiun-shan, and soon after to Chin-kiang, 155 geographical or
nautical miles from Shanghai or thesea. Mr. Oliphant, in his
" Narrative of Lord Elgin's Misson," has described the scenery
on this part of the river in such striking language, that |
will not recapitulate anything concerning Silver and Golden
Islands or the surrounding country: but asit is near evening,
we will go ashore and look around us.

There was a race to get tothe top of a hill ov*jlooking the
once populous city of Chin-kiang, the great entrepdt of the
commerce of the Grand Canal. A long residence in China
usually induces some weakness in the lower limbs, but still
there was little difference between the first and last of a
numerous party. A French officer who wore spurs—which
he also wore on board ship—was among the foremogt, and |
expected to see a little tricolor flag issue from his bosom and
wave from the end of his sword; but it was not suited to the
occasion, so, forgetting the Emperor and France altogether,
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he sat down, as most of us did, to regain breath. But what a
scene was below usl—Chin-kiang in ruins.  Within the large
extent of city wall, or among the heap of debriswhich marked
the site of a once populous suburb, hardly a roof was to be
seen. A pheasant rose at our feet, out of a ditch which had
formed part of one of the numerous entrenched camps used
In the successve sieges, the remains of which may be seen
crowning the top of every rising grouﬁd around the place;
and as we descended to get a nearer view of this desolation,
we disurbed a hare and some quail, where human life ought
to have been buzzing injostling crowds. Passing a fine tri-
umphal arch, erected no doubt to some benefactor of his
species, but now partly destroyed, we walked for near a mile
through the ruined suburb before we reached one of the city
gates. The Imperialigts at this time held the place, and the
presence of our ships of war in the river gained us ready
admisson. The only difference between the insgde and out-
sde of the walls was, that, while the latter was deserted,
and had the appearance of a number of Irish villages after
the famine clustered together, the former, although in ruins,
was inhabited in part by refugees. Eeed huts and brick
hovels held these <arving wretches, everywhere filth
abounded, and | had never seen anything so horrible and
revolting. After vainly endeavouring to purchase some fowls
or a dieadhre left the city by a gate nearer the water, where
a party Oialf-starved soldiers with gaudy banners were on
guard, and made our way to our respective vessels. That
night, | fancy, with each and every one of the party the
subject uppermog in his thoughts was the scene | have given
a faint idea of: it was soin mine. | had often thought of
civil war, of the glory of battle, and the satisfaction of serving
in a patriotic cause. | had looked on the Wars of the Roses,
and the struggle of the Commonwedlth, as rather fine times
to have lived in: but if this scene was the necessary effect
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of internecine drife, we had need pray in the words of our
Liturgy, and pray earnestly, " That peace and happiness,
truth and justice, religion and piety, may be established
among us for all generations.”

Without waiting for the remaining vessels of his flet,
which had been disposad of as already mentioned, Sir James
Hope decided on going up to Nanking with the ' Coromande!’
alone, leaving the ' Attalante' at Chin-kiang for the present.
Some of us were hardly well pleased with this delay, but con-
soled oursdaves with the reflection that lying at anchor, even
at Chin-kiang, was better than being high and dry on a sand-
bank. The weather, although it was February, was all that
could be desred—brignt, clear, and bracing; while thewhole
surrounding country, having been for yearsoverrun alter nately
by Rebels and Imperialists, who had effaced all traces of cul-
tivation, was rapidly regaining a state of nature, and was
most favourable for sporting purposes. Consequently, during
the few dayswewere here, each morning one or two parties of
gportsmen left the vessal, and were invariably well rewarded
after a healthy day's exercise by tolerable bags of pheasants,
quail, and waterfowl. Besdes these, there were many of
the small hog or musk deer, one of which fell to the gun of a
fortunate sportsman. The number of ducks which congre-
gated on the river was immense, and they would at first
float down within shot from the steamer; bi erwards
they seemed to find out that we had some Biysterious
mode of dealing death among them, and they became more
cautious.

Our walks into the country showed us that the work of
destruction had not been confined to the city, for not avillage
or hamlet was to be seen except inruins; but what struck mo
most was the entire absence of trees. An extensive view that
<*aud be gained from Golden Idand Pagoda, Silver Idand, or
any of the heightsoverlooking Chin-kiang, showed nothing but
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atreeless country, on the city sde of theriver hilly and undu-
lating, and oppodte an extensive plain as far as the eye could
reach; but, saving on Silver Idand, whose temples and groves
had in some way or another escaped the general ruin, not a
tree was visble. This accounted for the general assembly of
rooks and jackdaws which took place every evening about
sunset, when in dense clouds these birds hung over the sum-
mit of the beautiful idand, circling round and round as is
their wont before settling themselves for the night's repose.
Then again with thefirst rays of light and heat, before sepa-
rating, each flock for its favourite feeding-ground, they went
through asmilar performance. The number was so enormous
that | should not have been loth to believethat all the corvidce
of China had here assembled. Their doings interested me;
and asl| watched them repair to their chosen resting-place
each evening, and depart again in early morning, | reflected
that while they carried on their duty inthe great theatre of
nature in peace, under the same sun thousands of beings of
what we call a higher order, and endowed with reasoning
faculties, were cutting one another's throats. But then |
thought it was not such a bad thing for the rooks either, and
| was just fancying what a fine thing it would be to be a
Kiang-su rook, able to breakfast off a dead rebe, and sup
on a headless Imperialist, when—" Eight béells, gr." " Thank
you." T]jO means grog in the cabin.

But | was almost going to leave Chin-kiang without esta-
blishing a Condd at thisthefirst port opened to foreign trade
by the late treaty. The gentleman who had been selected
to act pro tem. as Her Majesty's representative, had already
placed himself in communication with the chief mandarins of
the place, and a postion had been agreed on for the British
Conaulate. It was a temple, or rather | should say, had been
one™on the summit of a bluff just within and overlooking the
city. The postion was imposing, but particularly airy, which
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however it then required to be torender it habitable, such an
amount of filth lay scattered on all sdes. It was sStuated
just at that part of the river where no vessel could possibly
anchor, as isnot unusual with British enterprises of thiskind;
however, it had the advantage of the later concessions at the
uppe ports, in not being likely to be under water the whole
summer .

A flagstaff had been rigged by the ship's boatswain, and at a
certain hour—I forget which exactly, but it wassometimeinthe
morning—the British jack was seen to break from the truck.
At that ingtant the first gun of the ' Attalante’ went " puff;"
the second went " puff*—hang those old Dutch popguns,
they are three times aswide at the muzzle as th&y should be;
the third does not go off at all; a run is made with the red-
hot poker to No. 4, feeling which No. 4 explodes with a tre-
mendous bang, then topples over, and reclines carelesdy on
thedeck. " | say, gunner, what did you put in that gun?"
" Nothing, ar." Of course not, which is the reason, no doubt,
it kicked so terribly. Nos.5and G are " let doff," which make
five guns of the salute, No. 3 not having exploded. No. 1 is
loaded again, but this time objects to reply to the command
" Fire" No. 2isnot ready. Try No. 3 again. No, it's no
use, he won't go, the brute hangs in the breeching. Then
a pause—certainly more than the orthodox interval for salute
firing—after which, two others being got ready ajok£red, the
seven guns are made complete—Her Majesty's Representative
Is edtablished, and the British flag insulted. . . . | see
two urchins looking for a piece of something—they have no
knives—wherewith to cut away the spare portion of the haul-
yards; an old man gazes with longing eyes on the fir pole,
for he has a fuclless and starving family in a hovel hard by;
and another ruflian swears he'll have the bunting for a shirt.

During the Admira's absence at Nanking Mr. Parkes
arrived per ' Bouncer, Lieutenant Creasy having run on all
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night from Woosung without stopping,—and, waiting only long
enougli to deliver our letters, ho proceeded towards Nanking.
About half way the Admiral was met returning, and by
evening the 'Coromandel' and 'Bouncer' were again at
anchor along with us. Next morning Sir JamesHope started
to go down and collect the squadron, and Mr. Parkes at once
entered into negotiations with the principal mandarins at
Chin-kiang concerning a piece of ground for the British con-
cession; after which the Admiral's orders were that the
® Attalante' should proceed to Nanking and there await his
arrival. The 'Bouncer' was told off as guard-vessd for the
Conaul at Chin-kiang; and when Lieutenant Creasy moved
down to take up an anchorage off the new Consulate, he was
kind enough to afford those who wished to avail themselves
of it, a passage to Slver Idand. It was most deightful
weather, and we enjoyed a ramble over the beautiful idand
exceedingly.

After vigiting the temples and making friends with the
shaven-pated Bhuddist priests, we crossed in a boat to the
south side of the river, and thence walked along the bank
and into the city. On looking over the wall we observed
the .‘Bouncer' hard and fast on a rock closein to the shore.
She had got into this position while trying to find an anchor-
age off thenew Consulate: however, after we had been sitting
a long time on the wall watching the different attempts to
get her df, and chaffing her commander, she at last dipped
quietly into deep water, proceeded up above the town, and
again anchored near our vessel.

On the morning of the 24th of February the anchor was
weighed, and at half-past eight the 'Attalante’ left Chin-
kiang under steam. Mr. Farkes was on board. The distance
to Nanking is forty-five miles, but to which, in estimating the
voyage, has to be added the force of a strong current. Imme-
diately after starting we passed the principal mouth of the
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northorn section of the Grand Canal, where a large fleet of I m-
perial junks was collected, besides a brig and schooner in the
same employ. The southern entrance to the Canal is about
eight miles below Chin-kiang, whence it passesthrough a gap
in the range of hills between that place and Kiun-shan. It was
said to be filled up in many places and altogether useless.

Above Chin-kiang the hills, trending to the westward some
three or four miles from the river, are from 500 to 800 feet
high, and connected with those in the neighbourhood of Nan-
king. On the north bank the firg high land is met half way
between the two places, and a pagoda or two serve as land-
marks. Hitherto the country on both banks of the river had
been in the hands of the Imperialists, but now we passed their
last outpost, where a few war-junks, displaying numerousvarie-
gated banners and standards, lay in asmall creek on the north
bank. A short distance above, we found a smilar postion
held by the llebols, and on the point where the river makes
u bend before forming the last curved reach below Nanking,
and oppodte a line of red sandstone diffs, a large number of
people were employed throwing up a heavy earthen battery.
The podtion had been well selected for commanding the
passage of the river, and the work itself would have done
credit to other than Celestial engineers.

After ssemming the yet pea-soup-like current for over ten
hours, we arrived near the Heavenly city just atadark, and
anchored for the night-as best we could in the stream. On
the following morning wo shifted and took up a position out
of the strength of the current, off Theodolite Point, the upper
end of an idand formed by a loop of the river, cutting off a
consderable round; having plenty of water, though narrow,
it will doubtless, notwithstanding the edict of the " Great
Wang" to the contrary, bo used by most vessels on the up-
ward voyage.

Our stay at JSanking embraced the rest of the month o
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February; and, as theweather wasfine, the Taipings not quite
so bad as they had been represented, and the country well
stocked with game, we made daily excursions either within
or without the walls, passng the time very pleasantly. The
nearest point of the city is about a.quarter of a mile from the
river, the intervening space being occupied by moats, ruined
temples, and the remains of a suburb. Under the Taiping
rule part of this hasbeen walled in, and some batteries thrown
up on the river bank. An officer of rank, formerly a common
coolie, acts as Chief of the Customs, and all trade is supposed
to be carried on here, as no mercantile transactions arc
allowed within the city.

Thefirst day we were ashore a large party of us made our
way, through this stinking suburb, to the city. What struck
every one most at first was of course the tremendous heads
of hair, when we had been accustomed to see cleanly sha\cn
pates. But next to that were the gaudy colours of the dresses
of both men and women; being a striking contrast to the
sombre blue and grey of the inhabitantsof the settled districts.
These colours, and the textures of the silks and satins from
which they shone, told tales of plunder and robbery—of fire
and the sword—of Soo-chow and Hang-chow; they showed
why the waters of the Grand Canal cease to be ploughed by
deep-laden craft; why China requiresto be fed with therice
of Siam; *and they scented of a government become rotten.

Proceeding towards the north-west gato of the city, wo
obtained admission only.-by making a rush just as the keepers
were in the act of closing the doors against us, and by forcing
them back. The consequence of which was, as wo were offid-
ally informed from head-quartern, that these poor people were
beheaded the same day. This we consdered such summary
justice, that wo resolved to find out their widows, and do
what we could in providing for the fatherless children. With
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those best of intentions, and resolving in our minds how they
could bo most satisfactorily carried out without the knowledge
of the authorities, imagine our surprise on meeting these
very same guards two or three days after, alive and kicking.
Being ignorant of the language, we could not gain from them
any knowledge of this miraculous mode of curing decapita-
tion. Truly, we thought, wonderful things may be done in
these heavenly regions! but on reflection we fancied it might
be possible for a Wang to tell alie.

On ascending a hill, just insde the gate alr eady mentioned, a
view is obtained of a consderable portion of the space enclosed
by the twenty miles of wall, but no description that | know
of gives any just idea of it. The extent is enormous, but,
instead of being, as one would have supposed, covered with
houses, Nanking in its best days must have been for a great
part fields and gardens under cultivation, and now there is
even wood and waste land. Hills of some elevation exist,
particularly on the west side, where the scarped sides of the
crooked line of heights form a natural wall of red sandstone.
The height of thewall variesfrom fifty to seventy feet. Out-
side the north and west walls, an extensive moat, or rather
series of ponds, extends; but farther on, its place is taken by
a creek, which approaches the city at the west gate, and then-
continues round the south-west angle, towards the site of the
famed Porcelain Pagoda. To the east is the Taiping Gate,
where a large sheet of water is banked in with masonry.
Thence towards the Yang-tsze the walls are regular, but the
ditches are choked up with reeds, afFording cover to immense
numbers of pheasants. Beyond the Taiping Gate, and at the
foot of a mountain which overlooks the city from theeast, are
the sepulchres of the Ming dynasty. *Several of the other
gates are now bricked up.

Within the city, the inhabited part of which is some miles



CHAP. I. SPORT AT NANKING. 15

from the river, there is much desolation, ruin, and filth.
There are some palaces, if such they deserve to be called, in
a state more or less advanced towards completion, the res-
dences of "Wangs," or kings. The walls are dotted with
proclamations on imperial yellow paper, and the proportion
of women is large, many being captives, and proving that
the Taipings act on the adage that" All's fair in love and
war."

On the 26th of February the seamer * Yang-tsze/ belong-
ing to the firm of Mess's Dent and Co., arrived at Nanking,
having on board the representative of that house at Shanghai;
she was then sailing under American colours, and, as the
time of those on board her was valuable, she only remained
one day/ and then proceeded up the river to establish agents
at the new treaty-ports. She thus had the honour of being
the first merchant-vessd at Hankow, and | believe Mr. Webb
received from the Viceroy some of the favours which were
intended for Admiral Hope.

Everything that ought to be seen at Nanking was visited
by our party, and tliree gentlemen went so far as to pass a
few nights within the walls of one of the palaces in company
with a missonary who was living on the charity of the Tai-
ping rulers; but our friends came rather short dif for food in
those heavenly regions, and were glad to get on board ship
again. Powder and shot were liberally dispensed among the
pheasants, hares, and waterfowl, and good bags invariably
obtained. In fact, | doubt if any cover in England could
exhibit pheasants so closely packed as in the reed-beds under
the walls of Nanking.

An excurdon to the Tombs of the Mings, including an
afternoon's shooting, was as pleasant as anything | have
ever enjoyed; and | should like to describe that day; but the
account of a amilar visit lias been so happily penned by a
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CHAPTEE I1I.

THE MING TOMBS.

"EVERY onewho has a little timeto spare at Nanking should
go and see the ruins of the Ming tombs. Tien-wang's palace
may be interesting with its red and gold dragons and other
monstrosities;, the Porcelain Tower may be worth the trouble
of a looting expedition among its bricks; but neither of them
has such an interest attaching to it asthe Golden Pear|l Moun-
tain, .beneath which repose the remains of his Majesty Choo,
first monarch of the Ming dynasty. The place is awkwardly
stuated for visitors, you cannot run thither, nor ride, nor
walk, without going in a roundabout direction over a great
extent of road. From the river it is ten miles as the path
goes, six perhapsasthe crow flies, by the moat around thecity it
IR a good fifteen, and one hasto walk four miles after leaving
the boat. When Admiral Hope left Nanking the Celestial
authorities closed the Taiping Gate, by going through which,
after traversing the city, you could get to the tombs tolerably
comfortably, rowing half the distance and walking the other
half. The best way to go if you have a good crew to your
boat is along the city moat as far asyou can proceed, that is
to say until the moat begins to wind out into the country
away from the city walls; then put your chow-chow on some
coolies shouldersand walk to thefoot of thehills. That isthe
way | am going. The bridge at the South Gate is crowded
as usual by a noisy mob of soldiers, pedlers, women, and of
course an unlimited number of small boys. The beating of
drums and gongs, and the processon of some dozen mounted
soldiers in parti-coloured garments, carrying in their hands
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very gorgeous and very large silken flags, tell you that a
chief is about to enter the city. There he is, dressed in a
long robo of brilliant scarlet silk, richly embroidered boots,
a yellow silk cap on his head, and in his hand a tricoloured
umbrédla of large dimensions, but made after foreign pattern
and of slk. Two dave-boys are following, dressed very
Aeanly and looking very tired and dirty. One is carrying
the chief's double-barrelled gun carefully sawn up in a well-
fitting cover of red flannd trimmed with black braid, but
the locks are left exposed, so as to be ready for use, asthe
rust would come off in his Excellency's hand had the weapon
no cover. The other little fellow carries a Japanese sword
with lots of sllver about it, and a bamboo stick. | should not
wonder if the sword has done good execution not alone in
war, but among refractory soldiers and people, for the chief
Is a desperate-looking fdlow, and evidently not to be trifled
with. He has come from Soo-chow, and has been to sell
some precious stones to a dealer near the Porcelain Tower.
Strange that hisjewels are all ornamenting articles of ladies
apparel. How came he by them ?

" After South Gate Bridge the moat goes on winding and
twisting through utter desolation and the abomination ther eof.
The huge walls rise at its sde solid, strong, and lofty, but
no soldiers or flags or sign of life can be observed. A
couple of minas are inspecting a hole in the battlements for
the purpose of therein building their nest, and so great isthe
stillness that their chatter sounds harsh and disagreeable to
the ear, although they are a hundred yards from you, no
wind disturbs the broad clear water, and a little swallow
is fluttering tamely enough about the oars trying to pick up
a Lv.ge insect before a fish can get at it. Thereisa corner
of the moat that | should much like to make a sketch df.
It is where the wall shoots out a long stretch almost due
east. In forme days a gate existed here and a fine broad
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bridge. Here, too, are the remains of a large granite wharf
and dock with water-gate leading into the city canal. The
whole was magnificently made, but neglect soon ruins even
granite walls. Boots of trees have raised the stone dabs
from their places, Taiping rapacity has rudedy forced away
the iron rings and bolts, the bridge has been partially de-
sroyed, the gate built up, and the entrance to the canal
in the city choked up with stones, furniture, and mud, °lest
imps' should force their way into the Heavenly capital by
that entrance. Not long ago—only twelve years—that par-
ticular corner was teeming with life. You can see the re
mains of what must have been a fine suburb; and the marks
where large merchants houses and temples were erected
againg the city wall are most plainly distinguishable. The
high road to Tan-yang, Soo-chow, and the cities on the Grand
Canal ran acrossthat bridge, and across it were conveyed the
slk to feed the city looms and the provisons for its inhabit-
ants. Across it came and went the inhabitants, old and
venerable, young and pretty, of fifty cities that have since
melted before the horrors of war. Now a man on the wall
sares with a weary look at a couple of foreign devils going
by in one of their own boats. It isjust the place to seewhen
you are going to visit a tomb; it cannot fail to strike you
and make you fed sad. Observe, gentle reader, if ever you
go by that place, although you have a dozen friends in the
boat, not a word will be spoken by any of you while passng
it, nor for five minutes afterwards  You get out of your boat
about a mile from the place and walk towards the Taiping
(j-ate, having a series of large ponds between you and the
city wall. A few country people, perhaps a dozen, are hang-
ing about, but they are silent and sorrowful.

" Thereisa littlewatch station a few yards in the country,
where soldiers are lolling about, smoking, gambling, and
drinking samshoo in utter defiance of the commands of the

c 2
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Heavenly king whose cause they are defending. They laugh
violently at the foreigners and frown at the timid peasantry
asthey go by. | fancy the few miserable beings who are
compelled to live outside the east sde of Nanking must
auffer considerably from the depredations of the insolent troops
consgtantly coming and going along the way to the canal. Anon
comes a file of labourers who have been to some ruins for the
purpose of extracting tiles to build a house for some city
magnate. A man accompanies them with a drawn sword toe
see that they are not lazy or mutinous, so they walk along
sulkily and silent, having no hope of better days, getting no -
money and but indifferent rice. Speak to some of them, and
you will perceive they are utterly cowed, scarcely daring
to draw breath, and talking in a low suspicious tone of voico
like people whose lives are in constant danger. All tho
chatter and laugh that so eminently distinguishes the coolie
in other parts of China is wanting under the Taiping rule.
The unhappy folk are compelled to work almost gratuitoudy
for very hard taskmagters. Their homes are wretched to a
degree. There is nothing anywhere to make them laugh at
life, and their appearance can hardly fail to exfilte the sym-
pathy of passing foreigners.

" Thereisalofty hill which frowns over the. city wall a mile
or 0 below the gate. The storms and rains and changes of
centuries have made its sdes steep and rugged. Bleached
rocks of limestone start boldly out from it, and* stamp the
Impress of age on their parent mountain. The vegetation is

scanty enough, for the rains pour down in torrents and the

fiery sun deeps on the hill-sido; the one washes the soil from
the limestone, and tho other parches and kills the herbs that

try to grow in the crevices. It would be a hard day's work
to reach the summit, from which, however, can be seen most
of the empire of Taiping. They say tho White Dragon Hill
at Soo-chow is visible from it. | distinguished flint moun-
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tain while yet on the Grand Canal; during the long three
days walk over the dreary Nanking moors, it never seemed
to approach nearer, and | thought that the Great Kiver
must surely float between me and its barren steep. The
ten-thousand-li wall of Chang-kwo-liang, however, which
runs over one of its spurs, convinced* me that the river
was beyond it, and | have since made intimate acquaintance
with the hoary giant. On the summit of the spur over
which the wall runs is a square spot enclosed by thick walls
which look as though they had been whitewashed. His
Excellency Ho-chén, the general of the Imperial besieging
army, used to pitch h£ tent in this place, and from it view
the city sporead like a map beneath his feet, the inhabitants
of which he had devoted to destruction. Tien-wang's palace
IS quite within range of a British 10-inch gun from this spot,
and perhaps the day may come when his Heavenly Majesty
will find that an Armstrong shell can carry even further.
Tien-wang, during the siege of his capital, used to hang out
the Sacred Heavenly flag on the city wall opposte this spaot,
and serenely behold his enemy from his minarets. To give
him his @™¢e | believe he does not know what fear is, and
during the whole siege, down to the time when even his
officers had but one bowl of rice arday, he never failed to
impress them with the conviction that deliverance was nigh,
both by his conversation and example. At last he wrote a
doxology/sonorous and musical enough, and ordered all his
officers and soldiers to learn it by heart, promising that when
they did so Heaven would give them manifest assistance. By
day and night for weeks together might this doxology be
hoard. The guards on the wall were repeating it, the women

and children were singing it in the streets. At last, down
came celestial assstance in the shape of the Chung and Ying
Wangs, who broke up the siege and set the horrors of war
loose in the fair province of Kiang-su. Ho-chén is lying dead
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in a ditch somewhere near his camp, and Chang-kwo-liang
has found his rest under the walls of Tang-yang. If the -
villagers at the anchorage can be believed, some of the green
jade beads which formed the full-dress necklace of the Im-
perial Commissoner were in my possesson the other day.
Quien sabe?

" But where arc the tombs? If | run on in thisway, |
shall bo giving a most veracious history of the Taiping war
from the rdief of Nanking to the fall of Chapoo, and forget
all about my subject-matter. As | before remarked, there
Is a hill outdde the Taiping Gate. Well, beneath that
hill are the remains of the Ming t8mbs. In the distance
you can perceive a large red building, with a circular wall
enclosing a space beyond it. The Golden Pearly Mountain,
although within thiswall, is not distinguishable, on account of
the superior magnificence and shade of the ancient one at the
back of it—in fact, it is absorbed in it. The driveling eforts
of man to oppose the magnificence of, nature are signally
defeated in this as in all other instances. You are walking
along a country that was once smiling with happy villages
and cultivated fields. See how the rice-grounds were terraced
up to the hill-side that not a yard of ground should be lost,
and behold how ruin on ruin encumbersthe ground below usin
the valley where once stood a village of three thousand inha-
bitants. But the inhabitants, houses, rice, and cultivation
have left the place for a while, the black duck is preparing
to nestle in that fish-stew, where ducks of a tamer nature
onco sported.  Aim low at the roebuck standing in the ruins
of that farmhouse, and try and hit him. in the fore legs, or he
will get away from you, oh dog-less one! although severely
wounded. There, | told you so! Now go and ask that old
man, who has been looking on, which way the * Changtsze
has run. He will crouch and chin-chin, ay and kowtow
too, if you will let him, when you sand before him, and
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sgammer something out and call you ' Foreign Excellency,’
and know nothing at all. The man is frightened, heartbroken,
demented. The deer was standing on the ruins of what was
once his homestead. He islabouring for others now, his sons
have gone to war for a cause they little love, his daughters
arein the city where he cannot see them, the spoil of masters
they love even less, and all his life is a blank. He will be
down in the ditch there before long, and his troubles will
be over. | hate the stillness of the country near the Ming
tombs, it is so utterly unnatural. Everything seems seeping
or going to decay. The half-dozen people one sees only
make it worse. The cow of the pheasant is loud enough,
and the petards resound from the distant palace of the
Heavenly king, but the merry sounds of human happiness
and comfort and business which ought to enliven that spot
are missing, perhaps for ever. Thetombs are apparently two
in number, Separated about a mile from each other. The
one is much smaller than the other, consisting merely of two
large square buildings, unsightly enough on the exterior,
but eaborately finished within. A strong wall encloses
those two buildings, but a paved road to Chin-kiang runs
through th$ .gates. As the sepulchre is gStuated on the
crest of a ramge of low hills, every advantage has been taken
to make it useful as an outwork. The Imperialist soldiers
had guns on thewall, and barracks in the buildings. The
land all around is honeycombed with little pits to prevent
the advance of the Taiping cavalry up the dope. When |
visited the place the planking on which the braves dept was
still in its place, and Ticn-wang had with foresght ordered
up several loads of lime, to be tlirown into the faces of any
desperadoes who might take a fancy to come by that road to
disturb his Great Peace. | said that the interiors were elabo-
rately finished, but neglect and mischief have defaced the
walls, and accumulations of filth conceal much from the
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sight. Huge dabs of polished limestone form the walls, sup-
ported at the bottom by a projecting base of highly carved
stone; the roofs have likewise been polished, but | need
hardly remark that, inasmuch as Chinese soldiers inhabited
the place for the space of two years, the original flooring is
invisible. The gateway to this enclosure is still standing,
and from it to the city there was once a path lined" on either
side by mongters cut in stone. Tradition says.that the great
Ming's son was buried in the enclosure, and th&t priests
dwelt in the stone houses to sing eternal requiems. The old
barbaric pride is everywhere visble. The son of a great
conqueror, torn from the earth and from the prospect of the
universal throne, must be buried with no common pomp. The
succesor to the king's crown, having become a guest on high,
must not go unattended; and stone camels, eephants, horses,
dogs, and men, that stand and sit by the roadside, are the
obedient daves waiting to attend the spirit of the heir-ap-
parent to hislast and blissful abode. More ferocity and per-
haps more sense were shown by other great conquerors—the
corpses of the daves who had dug the pit mingled with tho
returning flood of the Busentum when Alaric was entombed,
and the mountain which enclosed the remains of Attila was
reddened with the blood of those who raised it. Tftey would
have souls to go with them, the Ming prince was satisfied
with effigies. These images will not Iast much longer, age
and ruin are fast destroying them; someare already deep in
the ground, the lion has lost a leg, one of the nondescripts is
on his side, and a young tree is sprouting with vigour from
the dephant's back; the men evince every sign of desiring to
lie down, and will do so very .soon, unless encouraged to hold
up for alittle longer.

" The Emperor's tomb must have been a fine structure in
its day, but isasad ruin at the present time. The imperial
yellow and red with which the walls axe stained look as
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fresh to-day as they did centuries ago. You can pick up a
ydlow tile with afive-clawed dragon on it, and find the exact
counterpart among the ruins of Yuen-ming-yuen. The mortar
with which the place was built is so white, and laid on with
such profuson, that all the ruins look white, and, if the glaring
~sun isresting upon them, dmost dazzling. No inconsderable
number of priests must have droned away their lives in
the immense houses which were once erected both over
the gateway and the entrance to the tomb. The entrance is
eeser now through a gap in the wdl than through the
regular gateway; the stone steps of which are encumbered
with the ruins of the severd-storied house which was once
erected above it. Proceeding dong the broad paved way, the
i ge stones of which have all been more or less carved, you
pass a series of tablets wliich, as | have read somewhere,
were erected to commemorate the visit of a Tsing prince to
the tomb of the founder of the race just extinguished by the
Manchoos. Beyond the tablets you cross over a deep pond
by the everlasting Chinese bridge, which is built in every
Confucian temple, pleasure-garden, or park in China, exactly
on one modd. Beneath it once flowed a rivulet of pure
water from the neighbouring mountain, but ruin has turned
this asde now, and only a little stagnant rain-water remains
in the reservoir, which filled with the clear stream would be
a striking ornament. A huge sguare pile now rises before
you on which formerly was.erected a temple, a‘turthel on a
steep inclined plane goes directly through it, and the Golden
Pearl Mountain, beneath which is the coffin, is immediately
beyond. One cannot give a description of agreat mass of
ugly buildings such as these would appear were they de-
scribed in print, or were they built anywhere ese or for any
other purpose.  The whale ruin is impressve enough where
it stands, in the slence of a hill-corner, with the old rugged
mountain risng beyond it mocking at its insgnificance.
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The artificial " golden” mound must have taken the daves
no small trouble to make, for the rains and storms of centu-
ries have swept over it and it is still alarge hill.  Although
report speaks of much treasure deposited near the cooffin for
the departed monarch to pay his way with in the world of
Sirits, yet no avaricious hand has tried to break the sanctity
of the tombs, knowing well the difficulties attendant on the
enterprise.

" All in ruinsl  The Manchoos in their first irruption laid
sacrilegious hands on everything belonging to the structure
of any value, dew the priests, and destroyed the buildings.
Wind and tempest have done even more than man to com-
plete the devagation. The last abode on earth of both
the emperor and his son is fast becoming a thing that wJ?
bringing almost to pass the agonized wish of the hero in an
old play—

" Yet overwhem me with this globe of eaith,
And let a little parrow with her bill
Take but so much as she can bear away,

That, every day thus losing of my load,
| may again, in time, yet hopeto rise’

And perhaps the old Ming is wishing it literally, for he was
very bloodthirsty in his career. Reclining on the golden
mountain in all the warm luxury of a spring morning, we
awoke the shade of the old monarch in the shape of a mag-
nificent echo; a more perfect one | never heard in my life.
The awful stillness makes it all the more striking. Sing a
song, and old Ming does the same; whistle, and he will mock
you like any ploughboy. A beautiful cock pheasant flew
from among the rhododendrons and flashed its way in the
sunshine.  Its whirr was answered by the echo, and my
double-barrd made the hills detonate, until the reverbera-
tion was too disant to be distinguished. What a change
has come over the Celestial Empire!l The tombs of one
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dynasty are lying around you, another is passing away, while
away in the city through the moving haze of the sunlight
can be seen the palace of him of Heaven, Hung-tsu-tsucn,
who lays cdaim to be the founder of a new race. All
around are the signs of a sanguinary struggle, yet but half
finished. The inviolability of the sacred empire is broken,
and conquerors have trodden its soil with iron footsteps.
Your dynasty is long passed, oh, Ming! but the citizens
bdow there in Nanking are once more taking your dress and
habits. Take comfort from that if you can; but start from
your troubled grave, for foreign devils from theWestern Seas
are holding jubilefc over your tombs, and the corks from their
diabolical explosive water resound in the vaulted chamber.
TRere are none there to keep them back—Peking and Nan-
king respect them as they go. Oh, Ming! how are the

proud, the mighty fallen, and none so poor to do them
rever ence!

" In returning, you may make a dé&our and strike into the
road from the Grand Canal. The country all the way from
Paoying to Nanking isin a wretched condition. Ruined vil-
lages and burned houses mark the fury of last year'swar. A
small crowd of old women are generally to be met with at
the entrance of each village, trying to eke out a living by
the sale of tea and congee to the passersby. All the able-
bodied men are gone—some were killed, but more enlisted
in the Taiping army, from Whose ranks death alone will
relieve them. They will never return to the home of their
fathers, and their possessons are in the hands of new magers.
All the old women we saw were left in contempt by the
Taipings to till the fields, all had lost some relations, and
two of them sat down on a bank and cried sadly, one for the
loss of her husband and two sons, the other for her husband
and father. 'They killed my husband,” said an old woman,
* because he was not strong enough to do their coolie work.’
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‘They carried of my daughter because she was pretty/ sad
another to me beyond the Groat Eiver. It isal one story—
girls carried df, ussful men compelled to go to the camps,
old ones who perhaps might excite commiseration ruthlesdy
murdered! One great story of violence and wrong carried
with a mighty hand throughout the land in the name of
the Chrigian fath, by men as merciless as the sones
they tread on! When and where it will stop Providence
adone can tell; the land is threatened with depopulation;
trade, industry, and manufacture are &t an end, wherever
Tien-wang's commands extend. The Tien-hai-kuan sad to
me, by way of ajoke; that, when al were dain, then truly the
reign of' Great Peace' would have arrived. A ghastly joke
truly; but | hope, before such a state of things is brought
about, 13-inch shells will be exploding in the paace of the
blasphemous impostor ruling at Nanking.

" Passing by awadl and strong stockade, you enter into a
space formerly covered by the southern suburb, and in which
rose the Porcelain Tower. How wdl we remember, 'inthe
days when childhood fleeted by/ reading in Pinnock's, or
somebody else's Questions, of this solendid work; nay, every
map or tract or chapter concerning China was prefaced by an
illustration of the pagoda, one of the wonders of the world.
Now it isawhite hill of ruins. Two immense wals, divided by a
narrow aperture, are the only portions of the tower now stand-
ing. | hope no one ever believed that the edifice was entirely
built of porcelain, because brick and tile entered vely largely
into its composgtion, and merely the tiles on the danting
roofs were of the piuch-coveted material. Every ship that
has touched at Nanking has made a looting excurson to the
white heap, and boat-loads of porcdlain bricks have been
caried awvay in triumph. Now, unless by bribery among
the little Maos who surround any foreign visitors, not a brick
can be got. However, tradition asserts that at the bottom
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of the whole mass lies a gratum of rose-coloured bricks valu-
able in_the extreme; perhaps | shall be at Nanking when
this mine of wealth is disclosed, and then compensate mysdlf
for my present brickless condition.

" The portion of the suburbs in which this porcdain tower
was dtuated was under the command of the Eastern King.
Tien-wang, having occasion to doubt the fidelity of this gen-
tleman, deputed the Northern King to cut off his head and
quietly daughter his followers. This was done to the number
of 10,000. But now Tien-wang, to satify the minds of
men, accused the Northern King of the wilful murder of
Tung-wang (who was elected Saviour of theWorld, and after-
wards the Holy Ghost), and dew him and his followers.
After this, Tien-wang was told that Tung-wang boasted
that from his porcdain tower he could command the city.
Powder was ordered into the tower, and the whole building
blown up. A gigantic iron basn is lying on the ruins, now
perfect as ever, and beautifully wrought. What a splendid
public drinking fountain it would make, even at Shanghai!

" The South Gate is pierced in a graight line through the
enormous wall. A large aownd is always assembled here, for
no trade is allowed in the city. Women's clothes, ornaments
of all sorts, pistols, caps, and small tins of powder, marked
Curtis and Harvey, but made at Ningpo, are exposed for sale.
The loot of Soo-chow might some time ago have been bought
here for a song. Vendors of fish, women on horseback, sol-
diers, flags, and chow-chow apparatus were crowded together
in this motley scene. A man is lying with the cangue round
his neck, on which is sated that he did not obey thecelestial
commands, and the head of another is hanging up in a basket.
You pass under the walls through a long dark tunnd, then
through three more gates and three more small tunnels,
where brass guns are placed, and Nanking, the Heavenly
Capital, stands revealed to your mortal eyes. But let us pause
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CHAPTER I11.
THE TAIPINGS AT THEIR CAPITAL.

IN continuing Mr. Forrest's account, | should state that the
matter of this chapter was originally published in the * North
China Herald,” in two papers, entitled 'Nanking and the
Inhabitants thereof, and 'The Taipings at Home' My
friend has so vividly portrayed what few have had the same
opportunities of seeing, and none have so well described, that
| make no apology for transferring his observations to these
pages almogt in full. As| do not pretend to givea hisory of
the Taiping revolutionary fnovement, | will only preface this
chapter by remarking that the Taiping (Peace) rebellion ori-
ginated about 1850 in the southern province of Kwang-s.
The founders belonged to a rdligious sect called God-wor ship-
pers, who in the autumn of that year came into collison with
the authorities, and immediately started asregenerators of the
empire; and thereis reason to believethat they were sincere,
and their motives pure—Christianity being their professon,
but mixed with a good deal of error. Yung-an was the first
city they captured; it remained in their hands from the 27th
Augugt, 1851, till the 7th April, 1852, when they left it and
marched through the country in a united band, carrying all
before them, ravaging and destroying many of the finest cities
of Hoo-nan; and thence descending the Yang-tsze Kian"?,
visiting Hankow and other cities on its banks, they ulti-
mately took possesson of Nanking on the 19th March, 1853,
where they established their head-quarters. Since that time
they have sent forces in different directions, and have been
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within a hundred miles of Peking, but retired from there early
in 1854. Nanking has adso withsood atwo years sege by
the Imperialists. |

The country at the present time in the hands of the Tai-
pings (for it must not be thought that the insurrections in
other parts of the empire are connected with this movement)
may be sad to be the haf of each of the provinces of Kiang-
su and Ghi-kiang, a district as fertile perhaps as any part of
China, and estimated by Mr. Parkes at 60,000 square miles,
and having formerly a population of 70,000,000 souls—an
extent rivaling England and Waes taken together, and a
mass of human life nearly equa to one-third the population
of Europe.

The originator of the movement, or rather the one known
to us as such, is Hung-tsiu-tsuen, the present " Tien-wang," or
Heavenly king. He was originally educated at a Protestant
missonary school in the south of China.  His son, now about
fourteen, is known as the " Junior Lord;" " Kan-wang" is
his cousn, and the only one who has free access to him.,
There are severd other wangs (kings), but Kan-wang, speci-
aly mentioned in the following account, is the most en-
lightened, according to our ideas. Late advices represent
him to have been degraded, it is supposed on account of liis
partiality to foreigners. The Rev. |. J. Roberts, the former
teacher of Hung-tsu-suen, lived among the Taipings since
the latter part of 1860; and athough he was favourably
recaeived and cared for in the capita, his efforts to restrain
the blasphemous tendency of the present religion of the
TapingR proved unavailing, and he made his exit from Nan-
king on the 20th of last January. On that day he wrote a
letter, which has appeared in the public press, in which
he describes the murder of his boy, and the way in which lie
himsdlf was treated by Kan-wang, acting under the orders of
the arch-impogtor. " | then," says Mr. Roberts, " despaired
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of missonary success among them, or of any good coming out
of the movement—rédligious, commercial, or political—and
determined to leave them."

A year or two ago the Taipings had many friends, parti-
cularly among Protestant missonaries, by whom they were
looked on as Chrigtians; but the bubble has burst on anearer
scrutiny, and now it is equally the fashion to abuse them.
Foreign aid is solicited in destroying their f>ower; but |
think the light in which my friend has shown the case in
the latter part of this chapter isthe true one; and refraining
from farther remarks in this place, | will say once for all that
| entirely agree with his views.

The reader was left at one of the gates of » Nanking;

and here | shall again hand him over to the safe keeping of
Mr. Forrest:—

" Allons! Entering the South Gate, adirty man asksfor the
pass of His Foreign Excellency, "while an admiring boy claws
hold of your umbrella or coat-tails; and, having inspected
you to his satisfaction, screams out that the Foreign Devil has
arrived. Having satisfied thejanitor, you must look sharp to
get out of the way of two faggots of enormous reeds which
are approaching you, apparently of their own accord, for no
motive agency isvisible. When alongside you find that a
little donkey is propeling the bundles, or perhaps a little
girl—boys do not seem to like the work. ff you watch the
donkey you will see that in China he loses nothing of his
proverbial obstinacy. »He will lie down in the middle of the
- gato with his bundle on the top of him, and defy all tho
powers that be to move him, until it is his good will and
pleasure to resume his journey. All the passengers have
little wooden billets tied round their waists, with a Heavenly
seal impressed thereon. Did a Chinaman venture into Nan-
king without this badge, his head would be in the greatest
danger. The dsreet from the South Gate toward the North

D
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Is fine and broad. In its happier days great attention was
evidently paid to the pavement thereof; in some places the
sones were even fantagtically carved; but now there areholes
and gaps, little ponds and gutters reeking with filth, and on
a wet day lakes impassable to any but the bare-legged inha-
bitants wandering about on ther proper occasons. A man
comes riding along dressed in scarlet or parti-coloured gar-
ments, with a yellow cap on hishead; in hishand he holds a
bright red umbrdla of foregn make; two little boys run after
him—one with a big rusty gun, holding on to the tail of the
pony (who does not resent the insult as other ponies would),
the other with a flag on a bamboo pole. The horseman scowls
on you as he passss, but heis a chief. Those little daves
following were kidnapped by him during an expédition, and
will never see home or parents more; but they call him ' Ta-
jfin" (Excellency), and follow him everywhere. He has a
dozen more boys at home, likewise kidnapped; he can kill
them if they run away or disobey him. It is a hard life,
although they are well fed; but brighter days are in sorefor
the urchins—they will grow old and grong, will themselves
go to the war, and murder, kill, and destroy, until they in
their turn are Tajéns and can ride in the streets of th
Heavenly City with daves at their heels. But thereis an-
other sde to this: you see alittle boy throwing stones and
calling you a devil, laughing with all his might; he has for-
gotten all about home, and is beginning to enjoy Taiping
life and laziness, although only twelve years old he has got
an ugly knife, and would fain run it into a Yao (foregner) or
anybody else, if only let loose to do so; but he hasgot an in-
cipient skindisease, and will be a frightful object in a wesk
or so; his mager will kick him out into the street, and he
will lie in a corner with a little bowl in his hand, begging f°'
rice or cash to try and keep his life's lamp a little longer
alight. Let us leave the city for a moment to follow this



CHAP. I11. THE PALACES. 35

gory to an end, and walk through the T'ien-hai-kwan village,
where the starvelings have flocked together in hundreds; for
there is the port, and foreign brethren are wont to give cash
away, and eke rice from the neighbouring cookshop. There
they lie or crawl; this one with his toes off from froshite,
that one too weak to speak. What! not take money when it
IS given to you ? shut your hand on it, or it will be stolen.
Alas! the hand can move no longer; not even a dollar would
make a muscle start. The beggar is dead at his bowl, and
the flaunting proclamation of the Heavenly King on the wall
over his head tells us that Great Peace has gone out over tho
whole earth!

" We arein tho city again, going along the street where tho
Tien-wang's brothersljve. A large wall in a curved shape is
erected opposte to a house redolent of red paint and gold.
About threefourths of the road passes between the wall and
tho house—I beg pardon, palace. People on horseback, nay
. even pededrians, must go behind the wall en passant, or
lictors will rush from the gilded doors and beat them. The
guardians of the gate are however good-natured, and very
lazy. People do go by in front, but no horsemen. Of course
foregners are exempted from all such nonsense, and pass by
with much greeting from the soldiers at the gate. Two
small cannon are placed at thedoor, pointed across the street;
they are of course useless as a defence, but it looks some-
thing, and that is all a Chinaman cares about. The entrances
to the palaces are all smilar. It isthe old familiar Yamén
door, only brilliantly painted in red and gold. A board over
the door announces the title of the owner. There is less taste
displayed in tho mixture of the various huesthan | ever wit-
nessed elsewhere in China.  Aslong asthere is plenty of red
it pleases the owner; a lot of dirty ragged attendants imparts
a neutral tint, and some of the palace-fronts are really not
unpleasant to the eye. They are building a handsome palace

D 2
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for Ying-wang; and Chung-wang has boased that his new
abode shall be the handsomest in the Empire, after the
Celestial Palace. We will just step into one of these gaudy
buildings, and dig out the owner. Marching to the door, the
attendants eagerly inquire your business, which of course you
refuse to divulge to them. The portals, on which gigantic
ugly dragons are painted, are thrown open, and you find your -
self in a court in front of a tribunal. Every building is new,
and the cunning of Chinese artizans isdisplayed in the curious
windows, ssonework, and tablets. Everything is painted with
brilliant colours, red always predominating; and the walls of
the tribunal are covered with long strips of yellow satin or
paper with dragon margins, on which are inscribed com-
pliments to the owner of the house.. There are a couple
written by Tien-wang himsdf, but the meaning of them is
s0 transcendentally celestial and mystical that no Chinaman
that | have met with could make them out. A couple of
large earthen vessels support a miniature landscape, on
which are growing beautiful dwarf trees and shrubs. A little
porcelain city is among these trees, while a hill crowned with
a pagoda rises abruptly at the back. Numbers of gold-fish
flourish in the water around it, and the whole forms a very
pretty drawing-room ornament, far prettier than aguaria
or other clumsy contrivances of that kind used in England.
Passing from this hall of judgment, which is always dirty
and dark, through several passages, in one of which you ob-
serve a boy boiling the tea you will presently have to drink,
you arrive at the Audience Chamber, and make your bow to
His Excellency the Acting Prime Minister, Son of the Prince
of Praise, and styled the successor to the dignity thereof. If
you are a missonary he will grin a ghastly smile of welcome,
because then he can narrate the history of Tien-wang's ascent
to Heaven; if an official, he will fromn a most killing frown
to show hisdignity, and then screw up the corners of his- very



CHAP. I11. TIHE ACTING PRIME MINISTER. 37

large mouth.into a kind of smile, to show that, notwith-
standing all his magnificence, he has still mortal sympathies
left. His dress is intended to be very magnificent. On his
head he wears a gilt affar called a dragon hat. | cannot
give a description of it, except that it is made of pasteboard,
gilt, with amber beads and pearls suspended, and a little bird
on the top. | always fancied that the Pop€'s tiara must ook
very like this Tsan-sze-keuen's crown, if a shell burgs insde
it. Thiscap isonly assumed on great occasons. Generally
j'ou only see a kind of undress affair, something be-
tween a mitre gnd afool's cap of olden time, on wiliich is a
gpace for the title of the OAna. There is more paint than
gilt about this, and it certainly cannot be caJIe:d pretty. His
dress condsts of a long lobe of yellow embroidered satin,
covered with dragons, the sun, moon, and sars, and all kinds
of curious things, embroidered yellow trowsers, and boots
likewise ornamented. On one occasion, when he was obliged
somewhat hurriedly and reluctantly to see some foreigners,
he had occason during the visit to get some document or
seal, but was observed to be unable to leave his seat, in front
of which is a large table covered with an embroidered cloth.
You cannot see underneath it; and from the curious way in
which His Excellency perssted in keeping his chair, it was
basdy whispered among the Western brethren that in the
hurry of the moment he had forgotten his unmentionables.
His appearance is dreadfully unprepossessng. The counte-
nance is that of a young man utterly used up; you would
fancy that he, instead of his kingly father the Tsan-wang,
was dying. He can tell lies as well as any man | ever
saw, and indeed never tells the truth if he can avoid it.
In the conduct of public business he is a complete child,
and has to be dealt with as such; but he has always
a monitor with him to advise him. The rest of the
officers present are the four city majors who are tolerably
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intelligent people, to whose palaces we would go and have a
cup of tea, had | time; and the grand admiral, whose fleet
he will tell you is at Soo-chow, Hankow, or anywhere except
Nanking. | should fancy this man eats a great deal, heis so
dow and deliberate in all he does or says. He has avery
large house near the Han-sze Gate, and, from a furtive peep
| took one day into his quarters, some very pretty women.
The rest are nobodies, who have been asked to impress the
foreigners with the grandeur of the Minisger. While | am
doing a little business, will you, my friends, look round the
room? Observe the mixture of blue, red, and gold, with
which the rafters on the roof are painted, and the curious
capitals to the wooden columns. Those paintings on the wall
would not be admitted in the corridors of the House of Com-
mons; for see the trees are red, the walls yellow, and the
houses pea-green. The perspective is likewise a little de-
fective, as the pheasant on the tree is fully fifty thousand
times as big asthe owner of the manson, which is higher
than the mountains flfty miles off; the boats, too, are of
frightful size, and will be wrecked yet, against the bridge
through which the artist intended them to pass, if the bridge,
which looks rickety, does not come down. But never mind,
every pand in this audienceroom has its picture, and this
gives it a far better appearance than if the place were hung
with those horrible satin scrolls.  All the chairs on which we
have been seated were formerly the property of Hien-féng's
Viceroy; and if you inquire you will hear that the change oi
ownerswas effected through the immediate agency of Heaven.
They are covered with embroidered satin, and are not in-
convenient. On the various tables are pots planted with the
most beautiful dwarf flowering trees. One, about a foot high,
Is covered with brilliant yellow flowers, and thereis a lovely
flowerinpr peach by its side; then there are a couple of
ciimeias and some flowers to mo unknown. Every time |
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have been to this place new flowering trees were on the
table and the old ones gone. In front of the Audience
Chamber is a small court-yard, with a road and bridge
across-it made of limestone, and beyond is a little room
for dining purposes; where, if you accept his Excellency's
invitation, you may satisfy your hunger with sea-dugs,
bamboo sprouts, rancid pork, and other delicacies. What is
more, the unfortunate man, who during business has been
making himsaf excessvely uncomfortable by keeping up
what he fancies is a dignified demeanour, now takes off his
crown and robe, and sits down to meat with a smile. He
will talk away for an hour in a very amiable way, and express
his sorrow that he has no wine to give you, as in the Hea-
venly Kingdom no one drinksit. Poor fellow, | do not want
to libel him; but what became of the case of gin that was
bought and paid for by him ? and as for his Celestial teeto-
talism, only yesterday | had as much suff called Heavenly
Mine as | could drink in the residence of the Mayor hard by;
and what is more, that wine had been made in the city.

" Wewill now take a stroll towards the Celestial residence
of his very Cedestial Majesty Hung-tsiu-tsuen. We cannot
get in, but can see a good deal outsde. This palace is of
great size, enclosed in a yellow wall forty feet high, and very
thick. Within you can see yellow and green roofs and a
couple of not unhandsome minarets, but the mass of build-
ings is hidden from the curiodty of vistors by the wall
aforesaid. The palaceis only half completed, and is intended
to cover twice its present area; but when His Maesy's
devoted and loving subjects will have completed this project
Heaven only knows; for only a dozen workmen or so are
loitering about; hardly enough to keep the place clean.
Near the palace in aruined shed is a curious boat formed
like a dragon with an immense head; it is fag going to
decay, but was once evidently most gorgeous with paint and
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gilt. That isthe Sacred Dragon Boat in which His Majesty
descended the Great Eiver from Han-yang to the siege and
capture of Nanking. It was once kept insde the walls, but
has now been turned out, and nobody takes much notice of it.
Thereis a huge yelow wall about three hundred yards from
the first gateway, whereon are painted the most ferocious
looking dragons possible. It is on thiswall that Tien-wang
posts hisown peculiar proclamations. See, there they are, all
on yelow satin, written in vermilion ink, in the straggling
ill-looking handwriting of the King himsdf. He is most
indefatigable in getting up these documents, and in them are
to be found the most startling and infamous blasphemy the
human mind can imagine. | have seen the wall half covered
with yellow satin, and often wondered whence it all came
from. In your front is a tall curious gateway, very hand-
some in itsway, and, although unfinished, gilded with great
taste. It isbuilt on columns, painted in red and gold, and
the top is formed of that curious combination of woodwork
so familiar to usin the Yameén at Canton. Passing through
this gateway and the outer door, you approach the grand
door of the palace by a covered way supported by gilded
columns. The roof is covered with dragons of all sizes and
sorts doing all kinds of things, from eating the sun to pur-
suing a gigantic shrimp. Over the door, which is as gaudy
as paint and gold can make it, isan inscription " of the True
Shén, the Sacred Heavenly Door." On either side are two
gigantic drums, which were you to beat you would create
intense alarm. In the inner chambers gilded lanterns sus
pended on silken cords and ornamented with rich tassels are
hung about in every direction; averylarge and handsome
glass one suspended in the centre once graced the Yamen of
Ho-quei-ching at Soo-chow. To the right of the Sacred
Heavenly Door is a space containing chairs and tables, where
Heavenly soldiers are lying about in easy but not graceful



CHAP. IIl.  MAP OF THE HEAVENLY TERRITORY. 41

postions. The arrival of foreigners does not create much
sensation; and-the old janitor, who told me that his age was .
great when he nursed Tien-wang, then a coolie child in a
village near Canton, asks you to take a seat and cup of tea
politely enough; and, as you cannot get any farther into the
palace, you had better accept his invitation and rest after your
long walk. lhere isamap called the * Map of the Entire
Territory of the Heavenly Taiping Dynasty to endure for a
myriad myriad years' It isan amusng document, or what-
ever you like to call it. « A vast space of ground, almost
sguare, and surrounded by seas, is China; a great square
place, surrounded by apparently four walls, is the Heavenly
Capital; Hongkong is nowhere, Japan a small speck; nor
could | detect Peking in the part of the map where | should
have supposad it to exist. Two little idands in the north-west
are called England and France. Other European nations
are, | suppose, suppressed by Heavenly command; and the
whole of Ada, with the exception of China, is swallowed
up, probably by a dragon. Now you would fancy that so
much gold and red paint, lamps and flags, would make a
very grand sight. Nothing of the sort; everything isdirty
to a degree. The gilding is fast sinking beneath a brown
coating put upon it by dirty hot hands dust, and rain;
thered and the blue, the white and green are badly laid on,
and seeminclined to run together; thedragons on the ceiling
will not be visible much longer unless repainted; the floor
iIs covered with saliva and filth; the Heavenly troops
lolling about are dirty, unkempt, and ragged; ruins that
can be seen all round you look like misery in spite of
Tien-wang; and you cannot help fedling that you are sitting
in the centre of a vast system of human degradation and
imposture.

"Presently there is a dreadful noise of drums, cymbals,
and gongs, mingling with the roar of petards and the shrill
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notes of the wry-necked but celestial fife—Tien-wang is
going to dinner, and that noise will continue until repletion
comesto HisMajesty. For some time previoudy the Sacred
Gate has been partially open, and seedy-looking women
have been entering and coming out with the plates, chop-
sticks, and other articles about to be used in the royal
repast. Mod of the articles are of gold. From the appear-
ance of the chow-chow which was conveyed into the interior,
| should opine that the celestial taste had a leaning towards
cabbage. Although we cannot put our legs under the
royal mahogany, we can listen to what the felows outsde
tell us of the glories of the interior. His Sacred Majesty the
Heavenly King is fifty-one years of age, tall, strong, and
healthy. He will never die; but when tired of sublunar
affairs, a dragon-car will descend, and he becomes a guest on
high. He has had many interviews with the Almighty, and
according to his own proclamations this favour has lately
been extended to hiswife—I| cannot tell you which out of the
hundred and eight, but probably the mother of the Junior
Lord. None but women are allowed in the interior ‘of the
palace; and | have been told there are about a thousand of
them. How they mug talk! His Maesty has a crown of
gold that weighs eight catties, a necklace “of golden bosses
of like weight; and his gold-embroidered dress is thickly
sudded with lumps of gold, something like and probably &"
imitation of foreign buttons. He is drawn from his digant
apartments to the Audience Chamber in a gilded affair, called
the Sacred Dragon Car, by hisladies, and is there seated on
a throne to receive the prayers and flattery of his high
officers  His son usually attends, but israther a sickly youth
by all accounts. He is very industrious, writes dozens of p*®
clamations, receives and answers the letters from the King'-
and has a keen eye for business. | am not a missionary, and
oiin consequently give only a lay opinion, which, however,
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Is srong and wdl-founded, that Tien-wang's Chrigtianity
iIs nothing but the rank blasgphemy of a lunatic, and
the professon of religion by his followers a laughable
mockery and farce. As a heretic, Tien-wang is the most
incorrigible sdf-willed one'l ever heard of. He has been
talked to, written to, written at, memorialized, and addressed
in all shapes and forms about the truths of Christianity, and
he remains more ‘subborn than ever. Doses of orthodoxy
have been carefully adminisered to him by foreign misson-
aries, but have not acted as was expected. Little doxolbgies
and prayers have been furtively hurled at him, and he lias
swvallowed them all. Dozens of Bibles have been presented
to him without doing much good, although | believe he reads
them. The opinions of the fathers and of the councils have
been sent him, and he has learnt Rislesson so pat th'at he
Mill overwhem the next clerical gentleman who enters
the lists with him with the opinions of Cyril, Augustine,
and the other ancient fathers. He is most baffling in
his arguments. Thqg Pope would have had him burnt
long ago. One day he yields a point, and then says
his ingtructor is wrong. He finds new trandations of the
Bible, and none of our commentators would meet with
his approval. He would spoil your best edition of Scott
by scribbling his celestial opinions in red ink down the
margin thereof. When everything else fails, he will tell
you that he has been to heaven and you have not, and
so ‘'shuts you up.! Then he takes theological fits, and
tells his people all kinds of curious things. The other
day he ordered his chiefs to take unto themselves more
wives againgt his next birthday. 'Adam was right in the
beginning to take one wife/ says he, 'but | know better
now and tell you to "tske ten. He is equal to the Son
according to his older documents, but more recently he
always makes the Father, Son, Himsdf, and the Young
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Lord, all equal. He has dismissed the Third Person,of the
Trinity, after vainly endeavouring to incarnate it in the
person of Tung-wang, the most bloodthirsty of all the Kings.
He seems to me to luxuriate in heterodoxy, flinging, while so
doing, proclamations and books about like a wizard throwing
flowers from a bat; when the fit is over he will correspond
on ydlow satin with any missonary, whether Churchman,
Dissenter, or Papist, and perhaps accoihpany his missive
with a bolt of silk, and be quite submissve. But the best
of friends must part, and we will say good-bye to him, hoping
to see him personally some day. We go out by a side door,
where, according to the inscription, all nations enter to do
homage. On our left hand isa low range of buildings whee
the chiefs put on the court robes previousto an audience. An
important yellow satin proclamation there suspended is used
to wipe the neighbouring lamp; the whole building is a
tawdry, dirty, trumpery affair.

"Having, on my arrival at Nanking, resolved to see as
much as possible of the chiefs and people, without becoming
exactly familiar with them, | was very glad when a civil
letter came one morning from the Chung-wang-tsun, the
brother of the redoubtable conqueror of Soo-chow, inviting
myself and my friendsto come and take dinner with him. He
_sent ponies and an escort; and in a couple of hours we arrived
at Clmng-wang's palace, and were duly ushered in by crowds of
fantastically dressed youths. Chung-wang's brother, by name
Le (anglict, Jones or Smith), is the exact counterpart of the
great fighting king, who is at present away spreading Great
Peace in Hupeh. About five feet four high, with a good-
looking cunning countenance, always laughing, he is not at
all a disagreeable; man to spend a day with. His dress was
of bright scarlet satin, with a yellotf cap, to which is fixed
a fine pearl as Inrge as a hazel-nut. Ho led & through
a «oort many rooms to a pretty little pavilion looking out
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on a miniature garden of rock-work and trees, whore he
gave us a very good Chinese dinner, keeping up a merry
chat the whole time. The food came to his table in a series
of nine porceain dishes shaped like the petals of a rose
and all fitting into one another on the table. He said
that Heaven had been kind enough to give this equipage
to his brother at Soo-chow. The chopsticks, forks, and
spoons were of slver, the knives English plated ware, and
his wine-cups of gold fitting into cases of enamelled slver.
After a couple of vidgts, | made a practice of going and
talking to this man whenever | had time; and he has
shown me some very curious things belonging to Chung-
wang. This potentate is the only one after His Ceestial
Majesty who has a crown of real gold. It is to myideaa
really pretty affar. The gold is beaten out thin enough, and
then formed into leaves and filigree work like a tiger,—
enormous as to tail in front and behind. On dther sdeisa
bird of what species you please, and on the top a phoenix.
It is covered from top to ‘bottom with pendent pearls and
other gems. | put it on my head, and should guess the
weight to be about three pounds. Chung-wang has likewiso
a very handsome yu-i or sceptre made of gold, and orna-
mented with large bunches of sapphires and pearls. Somo
peculating individual had picked out some of the ston.gsatthe
timel saw it, and the wrath of His Excellency Le was won-
derful to behold. There are some beautiful pieces of carved
jade placed about the various apartments, as well as old
bronzes and vases. The writing apparatus used by my friend
is of great intrinsc value. The inkstone is of jade, and the
vessdl to contain thewater is cut from a large pink stone like
an amethyst. The gand for the golden pencils is a large
sorig of pink coral, fixed in a cube of slver. Crysal and
jade paper-weights lie about in abundance, and seven watches
were keeping various and eccentric records of the time on
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the table. Every article on which slver could be éxpended
Is covered with that metal. The sword has a silver scabbard
and slver belt; the umbrdla has a silver stick; the whips,
fans, and tails for mosquito-flappers have all silver handles ',
and his Excellency's arms are crowded with silver and gold
bracelets.

" Being one day very latein the city, and a sorm coming
on, | resolved to accept L€'s invitation to stay a night at his
palace. He did his utmost to make me comfortable, and |
certainly have been compelled to put up at worse places than
Chung-wang's abode. A very nice supper was prepared at -
eight o'clock, consisting of fowls, mutton, and other such
viands delightful toWestern tastes. Two bottles of sherry—
with paper rolls, however, instead of corks to stop them—and
a large silver pot of hot Ceestial wine, were passed round
very briskly among the Ta-jéns who had been invited by Lo
to meet me. It wasvery evident that the more important
chiefs pay but little attention to the absurd, mandates of th<
Heavenly one who rules over them, for every one of m)
friends certainly appreciated sherry, and the Celestial wine-
pot was replenished more than once during the evening.
Nor was tobacco-smoke strange to the lips of these Maos,
who have nevertheless strictly prohibited its use. | dept in
Chung-wang's state bed, with a beautifully soft mat and with
scarlet silk curtains all round. While dozing of, | was some-
what startled by the sound of Chinese boots in the room, and
put my head through the curtains to see what was moving*
Judge of my astonishment at seeing a couple of Celestial
girls crossing the place with lanterns in their -hands, and ai'
old attendant with another. The moment they caught sgh*
of my ugly foreign head, they screamed and made a mosb
precipitate retreat, although | assured them that | was not it
the least alarmed. They got to their quarters by another way»
leaving a horrid dog snarling and barking about the door all
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night. | found in the morning that | had cut off the retreat
of ther Majegies the two Mrs Chung-wangs, who had been
out vigting the ladies of the double-eyed dog Ying-wang.
They, little dreaming that *a foreign devil was lying in sate
in the palace, had taken the usual road to the harem through
the room in which | dept,—hence the adventure. :

" These Cdedtials rise at most unconscionable hours. At
dawn a deputation waited on meto know whether | would have
a hot bath. Seeing that it was intensaly hot already, | asked
for a cold one, upon_which much alarm was expressed, and
the writer or secretary assured me that the use of cold water
would certainly produce some malady or other. On my per-
dsting, another Taj6n came and remongrated with me, but
without effect. At last H. E. Le came himsdf, but left mo
despairing of prevailing againgt foreign obstinacy. So | had
my bath, and was looked on during the day as a kind of
wonder.

" After breakfag Le took me to see the new palace his
brother was building, on a spot about a quarter of a
mile from his old one. It is certainly going to be a vast
affair, little less than the Yamfin at Canton. Upwards of a
thousand workmen were engaged—some building, some carv-
“ing stone and wood, and not a few standing with a bundle
of rattans in their hands ready to inflict blows on any one
shirking hiswork. A great portion of the building is already
completed, and the whole will bé a good specimen of a
Chinese Yam&h of the old style, with its network of beams at
the gables, its large wooden columns, and fantastic carvings.
Asking what the workmen were paid, Le laughingly replied,
—'You English pay for work; we Taipings know better.
Is not ours a truly great empire? About 11 o'dock Le
told me that he, in common with every other chief, was
going to deep until about one; and to deep he went, Ieaving
me a pony, on which | rode round to such other friends of mino
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as could be found awake. | returned to dinner and found his
Excellency learning to write, for, although brother to Chung-
wang, and styled ° Heaven's .Righteousness his fist cannot
be called pretty. He soon gave up the work, and, curling
himself up in a chair, ordered a couple of boys to fan him;
and in this position he remained until dinner, after which |
left him.

" And now wehjvill go and have some chow-chow with perhaps
the most eminent man connected with tbe Taiping movement
—I mean Hung, the Kan-wangf | frequently pitied this man
before | knew him, as from his knowledge of foreigners he has
always been put prominently forward in everything connected
with them, and has suffered not a little from the absurd way
in which his Western friends have talked about him. | ha* t
seen a good deal of Kan-wang, and will proceed to give my
lay opinion about him. Kan-wang told me some months ago
that he was going to sporead Great Peace towards Gan-hui.
He did so, and the foreign ships saw the smoking and flaming
villages that marked his course. Can we not therefore call
him ' a burning and a shining light' ?

" On arriving at the palace, which is very redolent of paint
and gilding, you observe two box-like affairs on the oppo-
site sde of the street, in which bands of musicians keep up
eternal discord, sometimes so low in tone as not to annoy
you, but on other occasons so dreadfully loud as to be
intolerable. | once lived four days in Kan-wang's palace,
and the music never ceased for longer than half an
hour. Between these two music-boxes, fixed to"a wall
covered with dragons, and peacocks, and asses, and even
fishes, is a large board on which the character for happiness
Is painted in gold, and above it the Beatitudes from S$t.
Matthew. Turning through tbe gate to the right through
dirty courts, you come to a series of dirty dark chambers
which are designated the Six Boards. Coolies are sometime*
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visible in these rooms, and in the larger of them some three
scribes are for ever writing on yellow paper—these few men
combining in themselves, in all probability, the functions of
the whole Six Boards. The Board of Eevenue contained
much coal when | was there; and the Board of Eites had
evidently been turned to a worse purpose* Above these
boards lives Mr. Eoberts, who, at the back of all, has a shed
for a hospital. On a wall | espied an old account of the
success of British and French arms against Tientsin, ending
with the usual Celestial exhortation «utterly to day the
imps.’ Kan-wang is pulling all these places down, and in-
tendsto erect a handsome edifice on the ruins. Eeturning
to the front door, a pale-faced little boy, dressed entirely in
yellow, will, if you are known, come out and put hislittle hand
in yours, and lisp * Good morning." Thisis the Kan-wang's
only son, and a nice little lad he is. He has himself a crown
and title, even that of Kan-szii-keuen, i.e. successor to the
dignity of Kan. He knows how to talk to the servants in
great style, and is promptly obeyed. But now the great
gates open, and insde, seated in his Yamen, dressed in full
robes, isthe Kan-wang. His attendants finely dressed stand
at hissde. He will shake hands with you when you have
advanced, and say in English, '"How do you do?' and bid
you to be seated. Kan-wang is, | should say, about 45
years old, rather fat than otherwise, and has an open and
very pleasing countenance. He is' an extremely pleasant
companion, can drink a glass of port wine, and, if necessary,
make a dinner off bifstek a FAnglais, with a knife and fork.
| must confess that he is the most enlightened Chinaman |
ever saw. He s perfectly acquainted with geography, modc-
Tatdy so with mechanics, acknowledges the superiority of
Western civilization, has books of reference with plates on all
Imaginable subjects, is generous, and very desrous of doing
good. Per contra, he is indolent, and consequently takes but
E
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little trouble to see his theories put into practice. Heis not
a soldier, and the fighting kings are therefore very jealous
of his perpetual stay at the capital. He was even compelled
to go to the wars, but made a mess of it, and returned on
being informed that certain foreign devils were making ex-
travagant and insolent demandsin Nanking. He told me
that he hated war, and tried on his excursons to make it as
little terrible as possible. 'But,’ said he (and Kan-wang
has some appreciation of truth), 'it is impossible to deny
that this is a war of extermination: quarter or mercy is
never shown to our men by Hsien Féng's soldiers, and in
revenge our people never give any. But men under my
command never unnecessarily slay country people! He also
hinted at what | know to be a fact, that if the Taoutai at
Shanghai would take it into his head to show mercy on run-
away Taipings, instead of immediately ordering their execu-
tion, it would be a most difficult matter to keep the frontier
Rebel armies together.

"| must now entreat the reader to walk with me round theb
interior of the palace, have dinner, and go back to the Tien-
hai-kuan. Opening folding doors at the back of the tribunal,
Kan-wang will lead you into a large dark Yamen, exactly like
the ono at Tsan-wang's, and thence through a side door, to
one more cheerful, looking on to a small rock-work garden.
The Yamén is hung round with satin scrolls, and is dread-
fully dusty. | don't think it is ever used. In one corner are
a dozen solar lamp glasses, and on the table two canisters of
gunpowder in Curtis xmd Harvey flasks, the one made at
Ningpo, the other in Britain. In a large press are a multi-
tude of picture-books, done up in cloth covers. His High-
ness will take them down and show them to you, and you
can't deny that some of the Soo-chow flower-paintings are
exquisite. Turning through a small door to tbe left, you
come into Kan-wang's own sanctum, which is quite a
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museum in its way. It is a large cheerful room facing a
garden of flowers. The principal article of furniture is a
large bed of Soo-chow manufacture, covered with jade and
other ornaments, and hung with yellow curtains. The Wang
takes a dgesta in this now and then. Tables line the sides
of the chamber, and support a most extraordinary conglome-
ration of different articles. There is a telescope on a moving
pedestal (broken), a gun-box (gun gone), three Coalt's re-
volvers (all usdess from rug), a box of gun-caps, ditto of
Vestas, two solar lamps that can't be made to light, and
a cake of browmn Windsor soap; the Woolwich Manual of
Fortification, a book on military tactics, and the Holy
Bible; any amount of Chinese books, comprising all those
valuable works published by foreign* missionaries, quires
of ydlow paper, five or sx clocks, an alarum, broken
barometer, heaps of proclamations, ink-stones, gold pencils,
and dirty rags. On the other dde piles of books suffering
from moth, a hat-box with the dragon hat inside, fans
mounted in slver, jade-stone drinking cups and saucers, gold
and silver cups, platters, chopsticks and forks, three English
port-wine bottles, and one ditto of Coward's mixed pickles.
At various places are suspended an English naval sword,
some dragon caps, a couple of Japanese knives, two French
plates, and an old engraving of the Holy Well in Flintshire.
Lying on the bed are a number of silver ingots tied up in
cloth. Chairsand stools with marble seats are placed round
a marble table, and an attendant dressed in spotless whito
crape, with blue jacket, pulls a punkah, and so keeps you
beautifully cool. Here Kan-wang will give you a pretty good
dinner and lots of wine. He told me that when Tien-wang
prohibited wine he applied for a dispensation, asserting
that unless he drank he could not eat; the dispensatioﬁ
was immediately granted. At dinner he will tell you what
difficulties he has to encounter in introducing reforms, how

£ 2
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Tien-wang's ' head is in the skies, while his feet are on the
earth/ and how little the other Wangs care for his authority.
In fact, the central authority among the Taipings extends
but little beyond the capital. | cannot help liking Kan-
wang. Often as| have visited him, always on unpleasant
business, as soon as business is finished he is as friendly and
open as ever. | must now bid him good-bye, wishing liim
well out of the difficult position he occupies, where to
attempt reform is to place onesdf in enmity with all other
chiefs. His ambition is counteracted by his indolence. Pride
and the innate Chinese love of concealment and trickery but
too often develop themselves in the man, and are made
evident almost immediately by his openness and candour.
If all Taipingdom w& composed of such men, Chinawould be
theirs in a short time, but Kan-wang unfortunately stands
perfectly unique among the chiefs of Nanking. Heisa firm
believer in the Chrigtian religion, but accommodates his faith
tohisown peculiar habits. | fail to distinguish in him a most
essential element of success in his peculiar station, namely,
sagacity; hispride destroyswhat wisdom hisexperience should
have given to him, and the flattery, fulsome enough, which
has been so plentifully bestowed on him from all sides, has
produced its inevitable result. | would remark that Kan-wang
Is waited on by females, but | must deny an insnuation
which might have been and should have been rebutted from
another source, that these women are either attractive, young,
or pretty, or have any other employment in the palace than
that of menial servants. | have possibly seen more of Kan-
wang and the Taipings in general than any other English-
man, and can consequently be somewhat trusted in what
| say.

"1 could tell much more concerning the Taipings in-
dividually and collectively, but will now only add that
it is impossible to live a long time among a set of people
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and not take an interest in them, and in a certain way
to like them. | have met with not only civility, but
actual courtesy from them, and shall never regret the time
| have spent among them. Not being a clergyman, |
have not looked at Taipingdom from its weakest side-
its Christianity; but | mus state that | see no hope of the
Taipings becoming the dominant power in China, because
they are smply unable to govern themselves, except by a
gpecies of most objectionable terrorism. But neither do | see
any prospect of the Manchoos reingtating themselves in their
former podtion. There ismore or less rebdlion (not always
Taiping) in every province except one in China. Something
will spring from this state of disorder to restore order, as
has been the case a dozen times beforein the empire. The
greatest cause of the frightful disorder into which the nation
has been plunged is the want of a sufficiency of civil
officers—one man ruling over a place as big as Yorkshire, and
knowing nothing of his digrict during his reign. The Tai-
pings might remedy this, inasmuch as every other man is
an officer of some kind or other, at all eventsa Ta-jen. As
yet it is but the beginning of a chaos in which trade and
commerce, prosperity and happiness, must for a time snk,
but only to rise again more flourishing and glorious than
ever. Heaven forbid that England, or France, should ever
make confuson worse confounded by interfering in the in-
ternal sruggle now raging! Things are governed in China
by rules that we don't undersand. The springs of vitality
which have enabled China to trace her way through poalitical
convulsons as bad as the present, and to exist as a powerful
empire through such a series of years as makes our European
dynasties look small enough, are not yet exhausted. It will
be well to look at the present cridgs in a broader light than
we are inclined to at present, and see in it merely Chinese
fighting Chinese, righting, or attempting to right* ther in-
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juriesin their own peculiar way. It will not do to look at it
in the light of the soread of Chrigianity against Heathendom,
as some people would haveit, nor will it be well to consder
altogether the individual and temporary damage done to
foregn commercee  When serious political difficulties are
being solved, such losses must sand in abeyance, and we must
be witness to much human misery and tears—to the loss
of much life and much property. In this ' Great Whole,'
in the vortex of sublunary affairs we in our own time
have seen much of revolution and death, have seen dynasties
overthrown and evil potentates cast out. In Western Europe
we can look on such things according to the great principles
actuating them, and not according to individual losses or
interests.  Why should it not be the same in China? The
darkness in the land is undoubtedly thick and tangible, but
iIsthereno ray of hope? Mog verily there is. What place
can so be shut out from the brilliant sun shining over us,
but that some furtive ray will come playing through, be it
even from a keyhole or spider-crack ? We of England are
from our earliest years accussomed to hear a prayer that
magnates, magistrates, mandarins, or what you will, may exe-
cute justice and maintain truth; and we know that veritable
retribution will be exacted from those who fail, and from the
nation to which they belong. Those who know anything of
the Manchoo dynasty cannot but confess that it is a sad
culprit againgt the above prayer; while those who have been
never so little behind the scenes can testify to the mass of
corruption which lies universally seething in high and low
places. In such a national dysentery, nothing but the most
vigorous remedies can be applied; and much actual cautery
(after the manner of the Arabs) and bloodletting is being
mog vigoroudy administered. The disease is at present
\ ery intermittent, but by-and-by the patient will need repose,
and will mogt indubitably find it without calling in to its
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aid Western soporifics—opium perhaps excepted. | pray
my readers, when perusng of Chapoo fallings and other
dismal records, to consder that the dreadful cruelty therein
enacted is hardly a counterpart of Tsing atrocities. But the
other day, at Ngan-king, the Imperialists enjoyed a three
days daughter, and left neither man, woman, nor child in
that unfortunate city. The Great River is crowded now with
their headless victims. | have always had my opinion asto
the brigand-like character of the Taipings, but after seeing a
good deal of both | must confess that | have no better opinion
of the other party. But | know this, that there is much
hope; that order is doing valiant battle with disorder, and is
conquering; that English prosperity and rule, manifested in
many mer cantile houses in Hankow, Kiukiang, Shanghai, and
elsewhere, are silently becoming the umpiresin the Celestial
struggle; for round such beacons the tired Chinese will
cluster and reform their strength.  But this restoration will
be fatal to both the Manchoo and Taiping dynasties sooner
or later. Inthe mean time, looking on the mighty highway—
the dlvery track of the Great River, where the forerunners
and pioneers of coming peace are going and returning—I
anxiously await the time when the tide of disorder shall have

flowed by. And now good-bye to Nanking, the city of the
Coalie Kings."



( 66 )

CHAPTEE 1V.

A NAVAL SQUADRON INLAND.

THE squadrgp being reassembled at Nanking, 200 geogra-
phical miles from the sea, Admiral Hope left that place to
continue his progress up the river on the 2nd of March, with
the ' Coromandd, 'Couper,’ ' Snake' * Havoc,' and *Atta-
lante;' the ' Centaur' and * Bouncer' (gun-boat) being left
at anchor off the suburb. The same evening, being favoured
by the wind and deep water—for we were now beyond tidal
influence—we reached Wu-hoo, a town, or rather the remains
of one, in possesson of the Rebels. The day's run was fifty-
six miles on a SSW. course, the average width of the river
being about that of the. Thames at Woolwich. On the way,
a little above the town of Taiping, we passed between the
East and West Pillars, but | am not able to endorse the pleas-
ing description given of them by the historian of Lord Elgin's
Mission; and as to this being the gate of the Tang-tsze, one
might as well suppose a gate half-way up a carriage-drive.
On this day, too, we passed from the province of Kiang-su
into its inland neighbour, An-hoei; and the next few days
showed usiin it, and the little corner of Kiang-s, some of the
finest scenery on the lower river.

Why China should ever have been called a* vast plain,”
or "enormous fertile valley,” is to me inexplicable. More
variation of surface perhaps does not occur in any country;
and where we should be most inclined to look for such
features, namely, on its great artery, there it is diversfied
enough to please the most exacting of tourists. Commencing
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at themouth of the Yang-tsze Kiang, there isnaturally a con-
dderable extent of flat alluvial land, the delta of the river,
where once no doubt the ocean held its sway; but soon we
come to hills and high lands, and at Chin-kiang one is
delighted with the steep and rugged cliffs.  About Nanking
the country is prettily broken into ridges and hills, and, before
reaching far above this, mountains shut in the river on either
hand. In fact, | think the scenery between Wu-hoo and An-
king (usually spelt Ngan-king) equal tothat of almost any part
of the river. It is, of course, not such bold and near scenery
as is found on the upper waters; but the fine ranges of
mountains, well removed from the river, whose broad expanse
is now broken by low idands, and now widens into lake-like
form; the beautiful, partially wooded dopes of the moun-
tains reaching down into the highly cultivated lower land;
the occasonal village; the collection of reed ljuts gathered
on the immediate bank, as if in doubt whether the ground
were as safe as the water; the distant pagoda, marking the
site of a town approachable only by some narrow canal-like
creek; and then, life made apparent by numerous boats
with their white cotton wings; the fisherman attending his
ingenious dip-net; some coolies trotting along an embank-
ment which raises them above their fellows who are working
away in the irrigated paddy-fields below, while two of a more
favoured class are being wheeled along a paved pathway in
those best of wheelbarrows,—the objects serve to remind one,
—thecountry, of thelake scenery of the Old World,—theriver,
of the New; but the people, of China, and China-only. And
then the thought comes over one, that those peaceful and
industrious people are doomed to destruction: the edict has
gone forth, " Kkill and destroy;" that pagoda must fall; those
villaées will soon send dark volumes of smoke on high; such
‘as have boats will fleg, the rest must submit to slavery; fields
will be laid waste, dams broken, and desolation will appear
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on every Sde; for the rule of the Taipings has begun. But
the "Son of the Ocean" will remain ever ebbing on its
course towards its parent; those mountains cannot move; the
bright Eastern sky will be above; and, though governments
and people should change, Nature will be Nature till.

Wu-hoo is situated at the mouth of a tributary stream of
clear water faling in on the right bank of the peasoup-
coloured Yang-tsze, fifty-sx geographicad miles above
Nanking; or, rather, a suburb with an old pagoda stands at
the mouth of the creek, and the waled town itself is about a
mile inland. The day fallowing the evening of our arrival
was Sunday, consequently the squadron remained at anchor,
the Admirad being aways careful that there should be no
work on that day. It rained the whole day; but from necessity
some of us were obliged to put on our ailskin coats and go
ashore in search of provisons. The scene of desolation was
as complete as at Nanking or Chin-kiang, and the whole
distance from the suburb to the town was one heap of ruins.
We waked around looking for provisions; but fish was the
only thing to be found, and the population appeared to be
inastarving condition. One square place—I think, the ruins
of a temple—was literally filled with beggars lying in filth,
and but partly covered by some cotton rags aive with
vermin. One or two were lifdess, others breathing their
last gasps of the noisome stench that pervaded the den.
Mogt were affected with virulent skin disease, and all had the
verdict stamped unmistakeably on their countenances,” Died
from starvation."

After searching in vain for some time, we arrived at the
Custom-house, where the people seemed inclined to be civil.
But a no reasonable price could we obtain ether egpgs>
fowls, or a goat; seven dollars were asked for a wretched
apology for thelast; and as for fowls, we offered ten dollars
(about forty-two shillings) for a couple of dozen, and were
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refused. The only chance was one bullock known to be in
exisence in some part of Wu-hoo, and he was sent for accord-
ingly for our inspection. T forget what we paid for thislast
of the Wu-hoo bullocks; but we ultimately succeeded, thanks
to the Cdedial disaste for bedf, in griking a tolerably satis
factory bargain. Wehad a great job to get our purchaseto
the river, and harde work still to get him on board our
vessdl, which lay half a mile digant. Wefirst put himin a
sampan; but this craft, being unseaworthy, sank under him
which forced us to tow him the whole way asern of the
cutter. The bluejackets enjoyed the fun greatly, and the
animal was at last hoisted on board by his horns, after being
half-drowned on the passage. So ended our Sunday after-
noon's foraging excursion; certainly not a right proceeding,
but pardonable under the existing circumstances.

In the neighbourhood of Wu-hoo the country retained the
same desolate appearance as we had observed below; the
hilly ground on the right, or southern shore of the river,
being equally devoid of trees with the low land which
stretches away towards the digant hills to the northward. It
seems to be a digtinctive mark on all districts which have
been overrun by the locust-like hordes of the belligerents.

L eaving Wu-hoo and its possessors on the 4th of March,
sixty miles in a W.SW. direction, and then fifty more on
various courses, brought us on the day following to An-king,
the capital of the piovince, which had for some time been in
the hands of the Taipings, but closely beseged by the Im-
perial forces under Chin-koo-fang, one of the ablest generals
left to the Emperor. The state of siege appeared to be
pretty much as it was when the squadron of 1858 gave the
batteries a dose of iron in return for a Smilar compliment.
The lines of circumvallation were distinctly visible, and those
of contravallation showed that the besiegers were apprehen-

sive of danger from the fidd as well asthe fortress. In fact,
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when we were at Nanking the " Coolie Kings" accounted
for the smallness of their force at their capital by saying that
an army had just left for the relief of this place; but, if |
mistake not, the same story was told two years before, which
we may charitably put down as a Celestial mistake, otherwise,
were we accusomed to USDQ unparliamentary language, a
harder word would be substituted.

A congderable fleet of war-junks lay below, and another
above the city, quite blockading the river against native
craft, while the Rebels were devoid of any naval force. A
few desultory shots at long range, and some rockets tlirown
towards the town by the Imperialists, showed us tliat the
game was still being carried on. The walls, as we passed,
were crowded with spectators, but the garrison was said to
be in a veay forlorn state. This place has since been
captured.

| have already mentioned the beauty of the scenery on the
river between Wu-hoo and An-king. Some twenty-five miles
above the former place, high hills on the right bank are the
commencement of a range, which, with a general direction of
south-west, strikes the river much farther up, joining what
are marked on the chart as " Wild-Boar Hills;" thencethe
range is taken up on the other side of the river also, and
gains greater altitude with a westerly direction, and was at
that time covered with snow.

Kieu-hien, a small place, we found to be in possesson of
the Imperialists, and thence up to An-king the people and
country contrasted strongly with what we had seen beow-
Here were quiet villagers dressed as the ordinary Chinese
are, in therr blue cotton, and devoid of all the gaudy
coloured silks the Eebcls so much delight in, at the expense
of others. Thedwellings appeared in good order, and both by
the craft which enlivened t\e river, and by the people quietly
employed on shore in their daily avocations, an air of tranquii
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indugtry was manifested, and formed an agreeable rdief in
the great panorama.

It was just sunset as we pased by An-king. The walls
seemed in, good preservation, having apparently undergone
condderable repairs of late.  Some one, | should imagine, had
given the Taipings a hint or two in military science, for they
had carefully levelled a whole suburb, together with all de-
tached buildings outdde the walls which might afford shelter
to an attacking forog, whilet they had occupied the several
eminences with redoubts mostly of masonry. The " Pagoda
Fort," closeto theriver-bank on theeast side of the city, was
grongly fortified, and the pagoda, minusits top, seemed in a
tolerable state of preservation for anything in China. Thecity
isabout amilesguare, asnearly asl could judge, and facesthe
cardinal points, the south sde being on theriver. Advantage
has been taken of the ground in sdecting the ste—not always
the case in Chinese fortressess—and the whole city gands on
ground congderably raised above the neighbouring country
A fine range of mountains, some two thousand feet high, rises
at a digance to the north, and altogether it is a beautifully

gtuated place. We anchored about four miles above, near
Chrigmas Idand.

It was a ddightfully clear morning as we gsarted on the
6th of March; flocks*of geese were preparing for their north-
ward journey, afew wild svanswere seen, and a number of
pdicans. Tunglieu, where there was a lar ge encampment of
Imperial troops was pased before noon, the fine ranges of
mountains to the southward being seen to great advantage.
A grong current, with eddies”at " Dove Point," obliged the
» Couper' to cagst off the' Havoc, which she had in tow, and
we sghted the " Little Orphan Rock." Porpoises digported
themsdlves in the still muddy current of the Ta-kiang, as the
Yangtszeis called at this part. The day was bright, with a
warm sun and little or no wind; and we viewed the diff and
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crags of this interestiong pass in their best colours. The
" Little Orphan Rock" isa great resort for cormorants, which
we observed in immense numbers perched on its ledges, and
much of the cliff was whitened with the dung of these birds.
Completing seventy miles this day, we reached Hu-kow, a
fortified temple at the outlet of the Poyang Lake, after dark.
This point is 236 geographical miles above Nanking, and 436
from the sea.

As the sun rose next morning, we enjoyed a beautiful view
of the entrance of the lake, the" Great Orphan Bock" standing
in bold relief like a guardian to the passage, with Lieu-shan,
a huge mountain mass which rises some four thousand feet
above the lake, at that time with snow on its summit, in the
background; Hu-kow temple, with its picturesque walls and
cliffs, coming in in the left corner. We soon had some boats
off from the shore, freighted with inquiring Celestials to
"makey look see" as the Cantonese say; besdes others
offering for sale oranges, sweetmeats, and fowls, but the last
at exorbitant prices. The people were in no way timid,
although this was only the second time that any foreign
vessels had ploughed their waters. They informed us that
they had cattle on shore, but we had much trouble in making
oursalves understood, using various devices to this end; as,
for instance, eggswere indicated by rolling up awhite pocket-
handker chief, and imitating the crow of a cock.

Overhead the day continued to be delightful, and sensibly
warmer than we had yet felt on the river, the thermometer
ganding at 60° in the shade at a quarter past two, with a

" dead calm. Coaaling, at no tl'meavery pleasant occupation,
was to us voyagers the more inconvenient, as, it having been
ordered that the * Attalante' should supply such of the vessels
as required coal and then be left here, we were engaged
packing and removing our baggage to the ' Couper/ Before
evening all had been satisfactorily accomplished; we took our
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Lag dinner, and then bid farewdl to the 'Attalante’ Onr
party, having been nearly a month on board, had become inti-
mately acquainted with all hands, and it was not without
regret that we left the vessd in which we had been so kindly
treated and had spent so many pleasant days.

Starting at 7 AM. on the 8th, a few revolutions of her en-
gines ran the * Coupa* ashore onthe end of a spit; but she
did not remain there long, for, just as hawsers were being got
ready to tow her dff, she dipped into deep water of her own
accord, and we proceeded to Kiu-kiang, fifteen miles higher
up the Yangtsze, arriving there by ten o'cdock. This was
the place sdected for the second open port on the river, but
first appearances were anything but encouraging. It isone
of those towns which have been in the hands of the Eebels,
but retaken by the Imperialists, and it has not yet had time
to recover from the plague. It is situated on the right bank
of theriver, backed by Lieu-shan mountain to the southward,
between which and the city walls lies an undulating and pic-

turesque country. On the oppodte sde of the river the land
isflat.

Ancther Consul was dropped here, the deputies of the
Shanghai Chamber of Commerce visited the shore ith their
note-books, some pheasants were shot, and the next morning
we were again steaming up the river, the squadron now
sensbly reduced. The firgt day's route above Kiu-kiang was
on a mogt beautiful and interesting portion of the river. High
hills rise immediately from the bank, some prettily wooded,
with others terraced and cultivated to a great height. The
general formation is limestone, and we observed some exten-
sve quarries. A little before noon we passed the " Split
Kock," apeculiar feature which occurs at a narrow passwhere
theriver atersits coursefrom SSE. to an easterly direction,
and we entered the province of Hoo-peh. The water-line was
digtinctly marked on the rocks, more than twenty feet above
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the present level. We made eighty-two miles this day, and
anchored off Wu-chang, a Men or town of the second order on
the right bank. Another place, called Hwang-chow, stands
on the opposte side, and about three miles above; it contains
a fine sone pagoda of recent date. Both these placeswere in
the hands of the Imperialists at that time; but, as we subse-
quently learned, the latter fell to the Taipings shortly after.
Aswe remained at anchor all the next day, which was Sun-
day, parties of the squadron visited both places, and in each
they were mobbed and insulted; sothat doubtless, asin many -
other cases in this rebdlion, this town was captured from
within rather than by a hostile force from without

We had now but fifty milesto reach the highest point to
which foreign vessals had ever ascended on the Great Eiver,
and to which by treaty British merchants could now trans
port their merchandise in British vessels. All eyes, there-
fore, were anxioudy drained, on the 11th of March, to catch
the firs glimpse of the pagoda which marks the mouth
of the Han. A number of timber-rafts were passed, usually
In several sections joined together, with temporary abodes on
each. The country generally was level, with some low iso-
lated hills and a few ridges; and a new feature in the river
was the existence of immense sand-points, flooded during
summer, but now bare. Soon after passng Yang-lo, a small
place with some red sandstone cliffs, we caught sight of the
pagoda rising from the crest of a blue hill, showing over the
long flat between us and Hankow; and by a few minutes
after three in the afternoon we were at anchor between Han-
yang and Wu-chang, and were immediately surrounded by
innumerable sampans containing anxious gazers at our levia-
than craft.

The immense number of river junks crowded together at
the mouth of the Han, and lining its shores for a congderable
distance up, and the fleet of white sails seen in the distance
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as one looked up the main river, at once convinced us of the
commercial value of this port which the next few months
wereto prove. A walk on shore through the crowded streets
of Hankow reminded us more of the* western suburbs of
Canton than anything we had seen since we left that city,
and was a bright contrast to the wretchedness and misery
which had almost invariably met our gaze on the lower
portion of the river. The people too seemed more alive
and girring, and in appearance much more resembled the
Southern Chinese than those of the seaboard at Shanghai.
European articles were displayed in the shop-fronts, even to
lucifer matches, while the numerous articles of native pro-
duce attested a large trade with the interior. These were
salt, tobacco, hemp, opium and other drugs from Sz'chuan,
and silk even from itswestern confines, coal and tea from
Hoo-nan, and cotton from the neighbouring districts, with oil
in abundance. Here was a feast for the eyes of the mer-
cantile gentlemen, and | doubt not they profited by it.

Hankow as known to Europeans, but really Wu-chang
(foo), the capital of Hoo-peh, Han-yang (foo), and Hankow—
three towns only prevented from being one by the Yang-tsze
and its tributary the Han—are dtuated just where an irre-
gular range of semi-detached low hills crosses a particularly
level country on both sdes of the main river, in an east and
west direction. Stationed on Pagoda Hill, a spectator looks
down on almost as much water as land, even when the
rivers are low. At his feet sweeps the magnificent Yang-
tsze, nearly & mile in width; from the wes, and skirting
the northern edge of the fange of hills already mentioned,
comes the river Han, narrow and canal-like, to add its quota,
and serving as one of the highways of the country; and to
the north-west and north is an extensive treelessflat, so little
elevated above the river, that the scattered hamlets which
dot its surface are without exception raised on mounds, pre-

F
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bably artificial works of a now distant age. A stream or two
traverse its farther part and flow into the main river.
This flat is completely covered during summer, and in fact
the same may be said of all the low land around Hankow,
so that a view at that season from this position presents an
almost unbroken expanse of water. Carrying his eye to the
right bank of the Yang-tsze, he sees enormous lakes and
lagoons both to the north-east and south-east sides of the
hills beyond the provincial city. To the south-west he may
observe a hill or two in the far distance, whence the " Blue
Eiver " winds like a silver band, but still with large expanses
of water on either side; then his glance is brought up to the
hills again, and, passing these, he has completed the panorama
by returning to the Han.

Speaking of Wu-chang, the capital of Hoo-peh (north of the
lake), and the residence of the viceroy governing both that
province and Hoo-nan (south of thelake), which are sometimes
included together under the name of Huk-wang, one of the
gentlemen deputed by the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce
to accompany the naval expedition, who had more facilities
for observation than our short stay allowed us, writes in the
'North China Herald' thus:—" A ridge of hill runs through
it nearly in the centre, commanding the view of the wholo
gpace within the walls. In this hill there is a gap through
which one of the chief streets runs, and near this gap *°
a bdfry-tower under which the street passes. This was
apparently mistaken by the first visitors for the tunnel under
the hill spoken of in Mr. Oliphant's book, for nothing else &
any way like atunnel could be discovered. T”hs chief build-
ings, besides the Yamuns, are a Confucian temple; tL
Examination Hall, with separate cells, each about four ft"
square, for 8000 candidates, who assemble from the tw
provinces once in three years; a powder manufactory; *$&
walled garden and house—the latter destroyed by the Rebels
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and only partially repaired, in which is an honorary tablet
given by the Emperor to a former Governor of Kwang-su
and Ngan-hwui. The shops, especially those in the two
chief streets, arerichly and well furnished; the city is walled,
of course, and comprises an area of twelve to fourteen square
miles. The wall isin very good repair, and in parts very
gsrong, being built againg the face of two hills which are
scar ped.

" Han-yang is between the Han and the Yang-tsze rivers.
It isavery small city, and, even including the suburbs, never
could have been a place of any size. Some hills, with long
but very narrow ridges, are the refuge for the inhabitants
when thefloodsarehigh. The site offersno great attractions,
and it is very partially rebuilt.

"Hankow, the great dep&t of which sp much has been
said, extends for about a mile from the junction of the two
rivers, down the left bank of the Yang-tsze and up that of
the Han, or Seyang, river, as it is also called. Few junks
anchor in the former; but the latter, which is consdered the
safer anchorage, is crowded with craft of all kinds.  The banks
in March are eighteen to twenty feet high, and many houses
are built out on piles driven into the steep sdes of the Han.
Thebanksof theriversareraised abovethecountry at the back,
and from July to September or October the whole of the neigh-
bouring country is under water, and within about a mile of
the town the waters remain so long that the soil is not under
regular cultivation. Not every year, but about every fourth
year, the water is s0 high that many of the inhabitants have
to take refuge in the uppe dories of their houses, and the
poor in lower houses find such shelter as best they may upon
the few narrow hills in the neighbourhood. In 1848, remem-
bered in Shanghai as a year of flood, the whole town was
under water and great damage was done. The inhabitants,
however, and people from all parts qj China, do not give the

F 2
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place a bad character, but say it is healthy. This town is
not walled; there is a small fort and ditch at the eastern
extremity, which will do quite as well for the braves to run
away from as a sronger and more costly fortification."

Asregards the trade of Hankow, he continues.—" British
cotton manufactures of all kinds are well known here; at
present they draw their chief supplies from Canton, but last
year (1860) they appear to have got up a good deal from
Shanghai. In woollen clothsthereis no doubt wehave strong
competitors in the two great companies which monopolise
the Russan trade. The route for this traffic is up the Han
(or Seyang) river for some 250 to 300 miles to Seyang, which
IS the great port for transshipment for Tien-tsin and Peking.
Pack-horses are said to be largely used for the land portion
of the journey to and from the North. It is by no means
clear, however, that British woollen cloths are to be driven
off the field, nor does the competition affect all descriptions
of woollen manufactures. Coal of various kinds is to be had;
whether any may be found at all equal to English remains
to be seen, but it is certainly of serviceable quality.

" The country trade is enormous, including that for opium
with districts in the west of Hoo-peh and Sz'chuan, where the
drug is grown in consderable quantities, and apparently at a
cost much cheaper than that supplied by India. The popula-
tion of these places must have been greatly exaggerated by
the Abb6 Hue, who gives it at eight millions. It might pos
sibly have reached a third of that number, and now cannot be
estimated at over a million; probably it is much under that,
for Hankow derives its importance from its trade, and ther”®
is no idle population; many of the merchants, indeed, ha>
their families at Woo-chang-foo."

Mr. Rowland Hamilton was one of a party which, during
the absence of the Admiral on the trip to the Tung-tin a
L ake, made an excursiog up the river Han; and he geak”
thus of the country on its banks. —" Two of our part}'
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made an expedition for five days up the Han, intending to
run up some of the nearer tributaries towards the hillsto the
north, as time would not admit of their attempting to reach
Seyang.! The Fates and the Chinese boatmen, however, were
adverse: whether the smaller sreams were really deficient
in water, or whether the boatmen could not realize the idea
of men going up a small river when a larger one was before
them, must remain a mystery. The trip, however, was not
without interest, through a vast level plain from which the
water has to be kept out by embankments. These were
generally under repair, and & great deal of patient industry
was being bestowed on them ; much damage had been done
by excess of water last year (1860), the crops being reduced
to eight-tenths of an average, and much loss incurred by
houses falling in. Probably a survey and works on a com-
prehensive plan would secure the whole of this magnificently
fertile alluvial plain from the one evil which checks its pros
perity. As an old Chinaman said—If they got no flood for
ten years they got very rich, but when the waters rose they
auffered much loss and misery. Wheat is largely grown.
Millet-stalks also, ten or twelve feet long, were to be seen.
The whed for spinning cotton is in every cottage. The
people, both in the country and towns, were quite civil and
friendly; provisons were cheap and good. The villages
are mostly built on the banks of the rivers or lakes, of which
there are many on the raised Bunds. The fields are lower
and perfectly level, looking as smooth as a billiard-table."

But what need | say more of this great emporium of com-
merce? When we visted it, not an European—excepting
a disguised priest or two of the Romish Church—was within
hundreds of miles of it; now, merchants and missonaries
follow their avocations without secrecy, and a vessel of war
lies off the town to remind the Celestials of the promise they
made at Tien-tsin, of Yueri-ming-yuen, and of the barbarian
force that has been within the walls of Peking.
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CHAPTER V.

ADMIBAL HOPE'S EXPLORATION.

WE arrived at Hankow just one month after our departure
from Shanghai. Hankow is 588 geographical or 676 statute
miles from Shanghai.

On the following day, at a visit of ceremony which Sir
James Hope paid to the Viceroy of Hoo-peh, our expedition
was duly represented; and when Mr. Parkes intimated to
His Excellency that our little party had the intention of
penetrating into theinterior, and that it might beaswell for us,
as the first Europeans travelling under the new treaty-rights,
to be accompanied by some one having authority, theViceroy
at once nominated a military mandarin to accompany us to
the limits of his jurisdiction. He, moreover, countersgned
our passports* which we had obtained from H. M. Conaul at
Shanghai, and promised to inform the Viceroy of the next
province— Sz'chuan — concerning us, by letter to be sent
overland.

The Admiral now decided on continuing his voyage with
only one gun-boat, besides his own vessal the ' CoromandeV
but offered to take usin tow. We therefore hired a passage-
boat capable of accommodating our party comfortably, making
an agreement for forty-five dollars to I-chang.

It was some time before those who negociated the hire of
thejunk could bring the skipper to realize the fact that she
must be alongsde the steamer the same day, in order that
we might shift our baggage into her; such a rapid proceeding
was altogether beyond his Celestial comprehenson. At

* See Appendix.
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last, however, he agreed to do aswas required, and during
the afternoon, while most of the officers were with the
Admiral on his vist, we made our trander. The summary
mode in which we proceeded to do it, however, did not suit
our skipper; he protested that the junk was not ready, and
became mog irate, samping and foaming like a madman,
varying the performance occasonally by a good blubber.
We were luckily without interpreters, and so took a practical
method of settling the difficulty by lowering a heavy box
on to the head of the old fdlow, who had placed himsdf
right in the gangway. This proved at once efficacious; so,
getting the Chinese boatmen to work, and being asssted by
some of the sailors and our Seikhs, we very soon got every-
thing on board; and then finding out the old skipper, who
had retired sulkily into his cabin, we gave him a good iff

glass of grog, which set matters all right in that quarter, and
we saw no more of him for the day.

In the evening we were entertained on board the ' Couper
at a farewdl dinner, where the wishes that success might
attend us on our proposed journey were universal; in the
midst of the jollity there was a sudden cry of " Man over-
board!" The officers hastily left the table, boats were
lowered, and immediate search made for the missng man;
but the night being quite dark and the current strong, not-
withganding that some of the boats went a long way down
theriver, notrace was found of the poor fellow. He was one
of the crew of Commander Ward's gig, and had been selected
from among a number to fill that situation. Having shared
in much hard service in China, he was now taken away while
on almost a pleasure excurson. Such are theworkings of the
Almighty by which He shows.His power, to convince us of
our own littleness, and the frailty of all things mortal'. This
sad accident threw a gloom over the party. We separated
earlier than we should otherwise have done; and having
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shaken hands with all our friends, we left the 'Couper*
and her agreeable society, and went to take our night's rest
in thejunk, which was now secured by hawsers astern of the
' Coromandd.'

And here, asa preface to what follows in these desultory
notes, let me observe that, proceeding as our small expedi-
tion did from the seaboard almost to the western confines
of the empire, through seventeen degrees of longitude, or
eighteen hundred miles from Shanghai asfar as the country
of the independent tribes, we passed through portions of six
provinces, still 1 do not consder that | am more entitled
to speak of "China and the Chinese'—so favourite an
expresson with pamphleteers and speech-manufacturers—
than one who, shut up in the old factories of Canton, gained
his personal knowledge of the interior from observations
made during a picnic on the White Cloud Mountains, or a
visit to Fatshari. No: having only touched upon some pro-
vinces, and merely seen others from steamers, all that | could
narrate concerning them would be mere hearsay: | have
therefore studioudly avoided any generalizations. In these
pages no attempt is made at anything beyond a simple record
of facts—they contain our observations on the people and

country as we saw them ourselves, and our deductions there-
from.

The morning of the 13th of March (a mogt inauspicious one
by the way) found the now diminutive squadron ploughing
against the wind and muddy current in a south-westerly
direction, the ' Bouncer' with the surveying saff leading.

A good stock of provisons in the shape of fowls, eggs, and
flour, with charcoal for cooking, had been laid in at Hankow;
besides which, Lieutenant (hpw Commander) Broad of the
‘Couper’ had kindly supplied us, by the Admiral's order,
with salt meat and biscuit from the ship's stores, and A
number of other necessuriiw from the officers mess, so thai
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we made a pretty fair start in the eating way at our first
breakfas on board the junk. One of the few drawbacks
was the depth of our tin plates, which precluded the ordinary
method of holding the knife and fork, the effect of which has
been to force on me a habit which | have never got rid of to
thisday. We had sdected plates of that form on account of
their being able to servefor soup aswell as meat; for having,
as we expected, to travd along disance overland, we were
desirous of keeping our baggage within the smallest possible
limits. We soon became accusomed to them however, and

consoled ourselves with the reflection that we might "go
farther and fare worse™"

Our little party being now collected by itsdf, we began to
look upon one another as fellow-travellers, and | doubt not
that each revolved in his head over and over again the firg
impressons which he formed from the outward appearance of
his companions. For my part, | did so, as | then placed
some little, though not much, faith in such signs. | have now,
however, quite given up such a belief; and should no more
credit a person who would judge of others by the counte-
nance, mode of speaking, or handwriting, than | could come
to the concluson that the moon is made of green cheese.

It was thickly overcagt and raining all the forenoon, so
that we saw little of the country except the immediate banks
of the river; and it must have been very disagreeable for
Commander Ward and his gaff, who were continually sur-
veying as we went along. At noon we pased the " Golden
Hill," just below the town of King-kow on the right bank,
and then entered an extensive plain which forms the valley
of the Yang-tsze, and on its northern gde is unbroken by a
single eminence for some hundreds of miles. The river-
banks are low, and only prevented from being extremely
monotonous by the occurrence of small villages and hamlets
along them. Porpoises kept us company, seeming to delight
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in racing with the seamers, of which they must have formed
all kinds of conjectures, being only accusomed to the dow-
going native junks, for we were now in waterswhich had never
before been cleft by the ssem of a European-built vessel; we
were above Lord Elgin's farthest in 1858, and, in fact, a
greater distance into the interior than any undisguised
foreigners had yet penetrated. Our sKipper, too, seemed to
fancy that we were moving at a tremendous rate, for he set
towork and tied the old junk together with ropes in every
imaginable way, lest the Admiral's vessel, astern of which we
were towing, should tear the stem out of her.

The direct course of the river from Tung-ting Lake to
Hankow is north-ead, but at thirty miles above Hankow a
great bend occurs, which, while it may be cut off by half a
mile overland across the neck—and this was actually done
by our expedition on its downward voyage, when the country
was flooded—the circuit the curve makes is thirty miles.
The vessals anchored for the first night in this bend.

When they first stopped and searched about for a good
anchorage, it was most amusing to see the antics that our
Kipper went through, signalling to those on board the
vessels to go over towards the other shore; and he gave a
great many explanations why they should do so, evi-
dently thinking all the time that they wanted to make
fag to the bank, in the same way as ho would have done
with hisjunk. .

We darted at 6 A.M. on the 14th, and when we got
beyond a large low idand, which has been called " Ashby
|dand," near the upper part of the " Great Bend," we passed
the villages of Lung-kow and Pai-chow, both on the right
bank, and above this met with a great fleet of junks sailing
down the river. Many of them were very clipper-looking
craft, and we were informed that they were mostly from the
Tung-ting Lake. The district from which a boat hails can
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be eadly told by the peculiarity of its build or rig. Long
drings of junks too were tracking, or towing, up against
dream under the high alluvial banks; they seemed usually
to travel in these companies or fleets, probably for mutual
protection againgt pirates, although we did not hear of any
of those river robbers.

At noon we came up to a point where Commander Ward
went ashore for the purpose of determining the latitude, but
the sky becoming cdouded over he was not able to obtain a
meridian observation. It must have been very annoyipg to
him, because he had come all the way from Hankow without
:sights, and, no matter how carefully a running survey of this
kind is conducted, the advantages of sations laid down by
celestial observations cannot be overrated. Great credit is
certainly due to the surveying gaff for the way in which
they laid down this 150 miles of river under such adverse
cdrcumgances. | am glad to bo enabled to sate that a very
complete chart of it is now among other valuable records in
the Hydrograpliical Office, and Admiral Washington has been
kind enough to allow Mr. Arrowsmith to make use of it s0
as to bring mine down to a known point, Hankow.

Dip-nets were very common along the banks. They are
lar ge affairs very ingenioudy contrived, so that .they can be
lowered into the water, where they remain until the China-
man thinks there may be some fish over them, or has just
finished his pipe, which he has been smoking during histime
of watch, when by means of a lever the machine is lifted, and
the net brought to the surface; when, if there happen to be a
luckless perch in it, he is scooped out with a small kind of
landing-net affixed to the end of a long bamboo, and the
machine is lowered again. The watcher has usually a small
hut built on the bank alongsde, in which he is protected
from the inclemency of the weather, or the too powerful rays
of the sun. These same kind of nets are*also rigged on
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boats, which is advantageous, as the fishing ground can then
be frequently changed.

We obsarved a good many rafts on this portion of the
Yang-tsze, They were usualy some two or three hundred
yards long, but being formed in sections they could be easily
divided. Small huts or shanties were erected on them whore
those engaged in their navigation lived; and as we swept past,
and thewaves set in motion by the paddles washed up among
the logs, the lumberers and their families came out and gazed
in mute admiration and wonder. What seemed to astonish
them most was the gun-boat being able to go along without
any paddles, the screw being immersed in the water ang
not visble. We had seen a Hankow a great quantity of
limber which had been brought down in these rafts, and a
good deal of boatbuilding was going on a Han-yang. Since
trade has been opened on the Yang-tsze very large rafts have
been sent down from Hankow to Shangha by European
merchants, some as much as 600 feet long, but the timber is
mostly small. This timber is sad to come all, or nearly all,
from the borders of Tung-ting Lake; and such is most
probable, or rather it is brought down the rivers flowing
into that lake, because on the lower portion of the Upper
Y ang-tsze we saw little or nothing in this way.

Above the " Great Bend" hills are soon seen in the dis
tance to the south; and although the land in the immediate
vicinity of the river retains its low and flat character, a a
little distance one can discern an undulating country, in
some parts tolerably wooded. Higher up a few outstanding
bluffs approach the river,' and the scenery becomes interest-
ing. On the second night our anchorage was df the mouth
of a creek which fdls in on the right bank, called Shi-tarkows»
just above the ruined temple and village of Lo-gi-kow, in the
district of Kiayu.

When we anchored, numbers of boats came of from tx
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shore offering fish for sale at a low price, some of which we
found very good eating. We only bought one, however, out
of curiodty, as being of a very &ngular appearance. Dr.
Barton's sketch will explain it better than | can in writing.
It wasthreefeet in length, with a large bell-shaped projecting
mouth, and a snout or horn sticking out over twelve inches
beyond the head. From these particulars naturalists may
perhaps bo able to recognise the species; it had somewhat
the appearance of a dog-fish or shark.

With respect to the various English names under which
the Yang-tsze Kiang is known, as " Son of tho Ocean,"
"Great liiver,” "Blue Kiver,” and "Gold Sand Eiver," |
should remark that these are trandations of the native names
for different parts of its course; but there is one, namely,
the first, and most important, because it is taken to be the
trandation of "Yang-tsze'" of the validity of which there
seems to be some doubt. Hue, who is a good authority—I
am a beiever in Hue—calls it the " Child of the Ocean;"
though possibly knowing better, the Abbé did not like to
interfere with an accepted poetical idea. It has also been
interpreted the " Son that soreads” but | am informed that
this interpretation is erroneous. The whole matter depends
on the Chinese character " Yang," and it is difficult to say
what it ggnifies in this instance. By the Kev. Mr. Wylie
tho literal trandation is conddered to be " theriver o, or
belonging to, Yang,” Yang being the name of a former
eastern divison of the empire, of which Yang-chow on the
Grand Canal to the north of Chin-kiang was one of the prin-
cipal towns. With all this, however, judging from so many
other names in China being expressve of poetical ideas, 1 am
inclined still to believe that the first is the right trandation,
and shall continue, and | hope others will dd' likewise, to use
this appropriate synonym for this greatest of riversin the
Old World. If we once begin to inquire too closely into our
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geographical names, and endeavoyr to substitute others for
those which were first bestowed, although sometimes in ig-
norance, there will be no end to the task, and great confuson
must be the result; we should have no " Father of Waters"
for the Missssppi, and the names of places famous in British
India and in the colonies would suffer severe mutilation.

Soon after garting on the 15th, tiie * Bouncer,” which was
leading, ran into shoal water, and the * Coromandd/ being
instantly stopped and backed, caused our junk to come into
collison with her. No more damage, however, was done
than giving the old craft a good shaking, and carrying away
what is called in nautical language some of the "ginger-
bread" upper works. We were hailed from the flag vessel
to " cast off the hawser," but casting off was no easy matter,
for the old ipper had so twined and twisted ropes round
the bumpkin to which the hawser was made fadt, that it was
not until short work had been made of the Chinese grass
ropes with a hatchet that we managed to get it clear. For
my part | must confess that | was not very energeticin my .-
endeavours to let go, because | thought it very likely, if we
once did so, we should never get hold of the teamer again.
Sir James Hope, however, was too well inclined to render us
every assstance as far as he went, and to give us a good sart
on our long journey, to think of leaving us in the lurch; so
after the channd had been found, and all was in a fair way
for going ahead again, we were once more taken in tow.

The weather was a decided improvement on the two pre
vious days, and we sat most of the time on the roof of the
deck-house, looldng at the different objects of interest which
met our gaze in the numerous craft which dotted the water,
the inhabitants on shore, &c. Both our military mandarin
and the old skipper took great delight in viewing the passng
scenes through our field-glasses, the mode of using which they
were not long in comprehending. What we always found
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amuse the Chinamen very much was to reverse a telescope
after they had been looking through it the right way, and let
them see the same objects thrown to a great distance. The
kipper, who was a piratical-looking old fellow, informed us
that he had been once a merchant at Canton, but that he now
belonged to Tung-an (hien) in the province of Hoo-nan. He
gated himsdf to be sixty-three, but from the habitual use of
opium he looked much older. He had the remains of a pig-
tail of a grizzly nature, a few hairs on his chin, and a thin
moustache; his countenance was very peculiar, and, with his
small eyes, gave one the idea of a droll dog, but an accom-
plished scoundrd. We called him the " Aulo Kecy." In the
descriptions of his former life, which he favoured us with
occasonally, he amused us exceedingly; and we had many a
.good laugh when he got on the subject of the navigation of
theriver, and commented on the doings of the gun-boats when
sear ching ahead for the channel.  On some occasions he would
get quiteirate at the stupidity, as he thought it, of the com-
mander in losing the lead of the charind, and would go
through all kinds of antics in describing to us the proper
way. Ho evidently knew all this part of the river very well,
and | would strongly recommend him as a pilot to any vessd
intending to navigate these waters. He rgoices in the name
of Ou-hung Foo.

After passng great numbers of junks bound both up and
down, on the forenoon of the third day we came to the open
(own of Sing-ti, on the left bank, ninety-eight geographical
miles from Hankow. |ts appearance gave us the idea of its
having a large population, and the number of junks and piles
of timber along the shores manifested congderable mer cantile
prosperity. Asthe vessas of the squadron passed up, the in-
habitants crowded in immense numbers on the roofs of the
houses and high serns of thejunks, in wonder and amazement
at the " barbarian devil ships" for the first time ploughing
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these virgin waters; and we might perhaps have formed too
high an estimate of their numbers.

In this part of the river, when our party returned in June,
the water had risen to such a height that the whole country
to the north was submerged, showing in many places a clear
horizon, the only signs of land being the tops of some em-
bankments, clumps of trees, and housetops, while on the
other sde, the flooded valleys of the Kiun range and its
extension had the appéarance of arms of the sea. Yet all
this, if we are to believe Chinese report, is of annual occur-
rence; goods and chattels are removed, and whole villages
deserted. Where do the people go? It has been said of the
lower portion of the river that " they flock to the higher
grounds" But the higher grounds were fully peopled before.
We suppose they live afloat and support themselves by
fishing.

Towards the upper end of the long straight reach above
Sing-ti are a couple of narrows; in the second of which, during
low water, arock, called " Mo-pan-shih," stands exposed nearly
in mid-channel; and from near the first a pagoda is visible,
which marks the site of the town of Ling-hiang (hien), situ-
ated between two and three miles inland from theright shore,
but not visible from the river. Proceeding upwards, we got a
nearer view of the "Kiun-shan," and were reminded very
much of "Lieu-shan" behind Kiu-kiang; but we did not
congder this to be above three thousand feet at the outside,
whereasthe other, as| have mentioned, was calculated by the
naval surveyors at four thousand feet above Poyang Lake.
It is noticeable that these two Smilar mountain masses
occur just at the outlet of the two greatest lakes in A'®
empire.

At four o'clock in the afternoon of the 15th of March the
squadron arrived at the junction of the outlet of the Tung-
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ting Lake and the Y ang-tsze Kiang, one hundred and twenty-
throe sea miles aove Hankow; where, thinking that it was
but a short distance up to the lake, and that we of the junk
would do very wel with the far wind then blowing, the
Admird cadt us adrift. But who can foretell the wind or the
weather? We did not reach Yo-chow, only seven miles dis-
tant, till eight ocdock next day, night having overtaken us
and forced us to anchor ijx a creek filled with wind-bound
junks, the crackers and gongs of which " chin-chinning"—
as we supposd for a far wind—kept us awake hdf the
night.

Yochow (hien) is well sStuated on high ground, on the
eastern dde at the outlet of Tung-ting Lake. It does not
seem to be an important place of trade. The chief gate in
the western wdl, on the brinj: of a stegp bank, is a pic-
turesque structure, with a fine flight of steps leading down to
the water, and dforded the subject of a sketch for our artist.
The suburb lies dong the water to the south of the city, in
which is a fine pagoda, while another low one stands on
the summit of a hill alittle inland. Beyond a promontory,
jutting into the lake from the Hoo-nan shore, is an idand
about eight miles distant, inland to the east the country is
mountainous, while the opposite shores arc so low that they
cannot be defined at any distance, and must during summer be
oveflowed. A shod, dry in March, beal'S from the city south-
wes, and about west from the large pagoda; it is about a
mile in length, with a north and south postion. The Tdi-
pingswere a Yo-chow in 1852 or 1853 for one year, but then
pased on down the Y ang-tsze on their way to Nanking.

With respect to the Tung-ting Lake, not much is known
concerning it. To the south there are extensive black-tea
districts, in which the most important place seems to be Siang-
tan, some distance up a river of the same name, coming from

G
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the southern part of the province of Hoo-nan, where teas are
collected for manipulation and packing for foreign markets.
It has hitherto been in communication with Canton, via the
" Mding Pass;" but now that Hankow is open as a foreign
depbt, this produce is taking the more easy water route to
that place. Great Kinshan, a hill on which a small quantity
of tea is grown for the Emperor's own use, is to the south of
thelake. Thepricefor thisteais said to be 6400 cash per catty
(about 20s. a pound), but it is not to be had for money.
Chang-teh, a short distance up ariver on thewes of thelake,
and; Chang-shah on the east, are subsdiary portsto Siang-tan.
Sinte, on the left bank of the river, is also a place of activity
and importance. Pao-king, in the same province, and ap-
proachable by water from the Tung-ting Lake, is the placé
whence, we were infor'med, t\p coal which supplies the Han-
kow market is brought. The Canton expedition, which passed
subsequently to our visit, speaks of seeing immense numbers
of boats on the Tung-tingL ake; and there can be little doubt
that a very large portion of the trade which centres at Han-
kow is from the country around that magnificent sheet of
water; and it is consequently hoped that before long some
port may be opened on its shores to foreign enterprise

From the uncertainty of the date at which the Gulf of
Pecheli might become suitable for naval operations, Sir James
Hope decided not to delay any longer on the Yang-tsze. He
had with vessels built in England, and which had " rounded
the Cape" pushed into the very heart of a country hitherto
so pertinacioudy closed against foreigners;, he had ascended
over eight hundred miles, and so broken the seal of the
Yang-tsze; he had done well, and could return with all
honour. But we had expected to be towed a little
farther; at least we wished it, and were therefore rather dis
appointed at the sudden decison of the Admiral. Three
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CHAPTER VI.

JUNK-TRAVELLING IN HOO-PEH.

BEFORE proceeding to narrate the incidents of the next fif-
teen weeks that were consumed by our boat voyage in the
interior of China, during which our own wasthe only European
society we enjoyed, | ought to mention the composition of our
party.

On leaving Shanghai we were four Europeans, four Seikhs,
and four Chinese; but one of the latter falling sick was sent
back with the naval squadron from Hankow. The three
remaining were, a Chinese "writer,” or as often called
" teacher," to the missonary gentleman of the party; and
two " boys" as servants are called in the Far East, Mess's.
* Que-quei" and " Bin-quei." The Seikhs were Sepoys of
H. M. 11th Punjaub Infantry, Havildar Kumal Khan, and
Privates Zuman Shah, Fuzil Deen,* and Mahomed Buksh,
with whom we had been allowed to augment our party by
the Commander-in-Chief Sir Hope Grant, who showed in this
and other ways his dedire to conduce towards the success of
our enterprise.

. Our intention when the expedition was proposed was, by
taking advantage of a clause in the Treaty of Tien-tsin, to
have passed through China, thence into Tibet, and acrossthe
Himalayas into North-western India. The idea, | believe,
originated with two of us simultaneously; and the third,
throwing up, rather sooner than he would otherwise have
done, alucrative practice, jumped at once at the prospect of
s0 novel and adventurous an undertaking. Our great diffi-
culty at the outset was to engage the services of a competent
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interpreter, and thisin the short space of time at our digposal
for preparations we found impossible. At the eeventh hour,
however, through the mediation of Bishop Boone, the head
of an American misson, the Kev. Mr. Schereschewsky, being
desrous of penetrating the country, agreed to foom one of
our party; and we thus, in place of a hireling, secured one
who was himsdf interested in the success of the enterprise.
The expedition was entirely private, the two military members
being smply on leave of absence. Such was the expedition,
which, although frugtrated in its original object, has explored
and surveyed over nine hundred miles ‘of the Yang-tsze
Kiang, where, if we except a few Eoman Catholic misson-
aries disguised as natives, no European had ever penetrated, .
and reached a point eighteen hundred miles above its mouth,
and beyond all trade, from whence it only returned on ac-
count of the digurbed state of the western country rendering
farther progressimpracticable.

| need enter into no more particulars connected with the
organization of the Upper Yang-tsze Expedition, except that,
during the few days which were at our command for making
preparations, by the assstance of our friends and through the
instrumentality of " tadls" we managed to fit ourselves out
pretty well in the way of arms, ammunition, tents, stores,
and provisons. A portable boat was also made for one of
the party, who, from his previous experience to the north
of the Himalayas, judged that it would be a most useful
auxiliary for sporting and exploring purposes. For the in-
formation of European readers | should mention that a
" tael" of slver is the sandard of value in all mercantile
transactions at Shanghai. Its nominal value is, on the aver- .
age, nearly onethird of a pound sterlfng; but experience
proves that it really represents but one shilling, and In that

respect is on a par with the dollar at Hong-kong and the
rupee in India.
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An eght-inch sextant and artificial horizon, prismatic
compass, pocket compasses, and thermometers, together with
a couple of aneroid barometers furnished by gentlemen in
Shanghai, telescopes and binoculars, were our scientific in-
struments; but a good pocket chronometer was not obtainable,
and wewer e forced to be contented with avery inferior article
supplied at an exorbitant price. For our expenses by the
way, we each took some couple of hundred Mexican dollars
to commence with, but the rest of our money, amounting to
eighteen hundred dallars or four hundred pounds, was in
lumps of slver known as " sycee In armswe were well
supplied, having swords, shot-guns, rifles (breech and muzzle
loaders), and revolvers. The tents were small ones made
to our own patterns, and would no doubt have been most
useful on the highlands of Tibet, but as it was they were
never unrolled. What we took in the way of provisons was
principally confined to some tins of soups, sauces, pepper,
mustard, butter, a ham to begin with, chocolate, tea, salt,
and preserved vegetable. This last we found remarkably
useful, and | would strongly recommend it to the considera-
tion of future travellers. For the main articles of animal
food, as well as sugar, rice, flour, and such like, we trusted to
the resources; of the country. The heaviest portion of our
baggage was the ammunition, preferring to sart with k
goodly supply of bullets and shot, even if we should be
obliged to abandon some, rather than fall short of what
might be of vital importance. We carried a few small
things for presents, such as knives and scissors, and as we
went along got rid of most of our superfluous articles of
toilet in that way. We took a supply of brandy in two
small kegs, which was intended to last us on the overland
journéy; besides which we laid in some beer and wine for
the boat voyage, the premature exhaustion of which will
account for the names of " No Beer Channel" and " Lagt
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Bottle Reach," which appear on the chart much lower down
than we had anticipated. A bag of ship biscuit was taken
as a stay to fall back upon in the event of our flour at any
time failing, or thejeook falling sick; but such a capital boy
was our maitre de cuisine, and so good a baker, that when we
returned half of it still remained. Some missonary books
in Chinese were amongst the cargo. Cooking utensils, tin
plates, a couple of sheet-iron stoves, portable camp bedsteads,
and our- saddlery, served to swell the amount of " impedi-
menta " unfortunately necessary in such an expedition.

The last chapter closed on the receding forms of S|r
James Hope's seamers, as the srong current accelerated
their speed towards the ocean. We had sent letters inform-
ing our friends that we had fairly started for Tibet, and that
everything looked propitious; they were dated " Yo-chow,
entrance of Tung-ting Lake, 150 miles above Hankow, 16th
March, 1861."

The kipper of our junk is ashore engaging extra hands,
as he will now have no seam to help him along; two of our
number are on a visit to the principal mandarin, to see about
a flag and lanterns, as a pass for our junk; and the boatmen
are all drunk in the nearest samshoo-shop: | have therefore
time to describe our - Celestial craft. She is a.large flat-
bottomed vessel, drawing between eighteen inches and two feet
of water, eighty feet long by ten wide, with a rising bow and
cocked-up stern. A guard or sponson runs along each side,
which is used as a means of communication from one part to
the other, and on which the crew walk when poling. She
has only one mast erected, but another is on board to be
used if required. On the mast, which is nearly amidships, is
a large sail of very light cotton, a rather ragged-looking
affair, with many bamboos crossing it horizontally. f]t is of
the ordinary Chinese butterfly-wing form, and has a cord
from each bamboo, which are collected and fastened to three
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sheets leading aft. With the exception of a small space for-
ward, where there are three grapple-looking anchors lying
over the bows, and a small capstan stands, the whole length
of thejunk is housed over, with doors and windows along the
ddes, the latter of oyster-shell and paper. The whed-house,
as we called it, is higher than the rest, to allow of the helms-
man seeing clearly, and is occupied by a long unhandy tiller
connecting with a large double-fanned rudder. She isvar-
nished, and appears of a dark oak colour. The cabin ac-
commodation is good, divided off by bulk-heads athwart-ship,
movcable at pleasure, and affords room for, in the fore part,
the crew, cook, and servants, then our mandarin and his
attendants, two bedrooms and a dining-saloon for ourselves,
and still another portion aft for the Seikhs. The hold is
divided in compartments—a fashion, by the way, only lately
adopted by our enlightened shipbuilders, but general in
Chinese naval architecture ever since a former emperor, as
the story goes, kicked off his shoe as a mode for junks.
Such was our junk. Shelay to an anchor off the principal
gate of Yo-chow, in the province of Hoo-nan, an English
ensign waving proudly from a Chinese bamboo.

We begin to get tired of waiting so long; we have
sketched in the headlands of the commencement of Tung-
ting Lake, and so we rouse the skipper, and he raises a deaf-
ening noise on a brass gong. It is some time before our
boatmen turn up, but they drop in gradually by ones and
twos, and at last only the chief mate is wanting. We advise
the captain to clear out without him, but he replies that he
is a chip of the old block.

It was near six o'clock before we got under way that
afternoon, when, rounding the point of Yo-chow, we lost sight
of the*Tung-ting Ho, skulled steadily down stream, and
halted for the night at the moutli of " Seven-li Creek," only
two and a half miles distant. The afternoon had been rainy,
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and evening set in for a wet night. As soon as the boat was
secured, dinner was served in our cabin; and attended by one
of the Chinese boys and two Seikhs, one of whom proved a
very handy servant, we discussed the tin of soup, couple of
roas fowls and bread and butter, with the fedling of men
who, now clearly launched on an enterprise which to prove
successful required the exercise of perseverance and deter-
mination, could do no better than intrust themselves to the
care of One ever watchful over the least of His creatures, but
still keeping in mind that " God helps those who help them-
selves”  An erroneous idea seems to have established itsalf
that there existed a " chief" in our expedition; | therefore
reiterate my former statement that it was drictly private,
the expenses being defrayed by the three original members.
H. M. Government had nothing to do directly or indirectly
with the expedition, and no report has, to my knowledge,
been made to any offidal quarter. My colleagues will, |
know, be sorry that of themselves, now that difficulties and
dangers are padt, any one shpuld be looked upon more than
another, while in their far wanderings all had been by
mutual consent equal.

After dinner the mandarin was invited into our apartment,
and over a cup of tea he inhaled the fumes of tobacco and
earned on a conversation with Mr. Schereschewsky, of which
some portions were occasonally interpreted for the informa-
tion of the rest of the company. Captain Mur-king-kow,
for such was the rank and name of our gallant protector,
was a_large man for a Celestial, inheriting in this and his
features a likeness to his ancestors the Manchoos, being a
sorig of theruling race, a Tartar. In common with large
men in general, his intellectual powers, being distributed
over a goodly frame, were not at first sight so apparent as
they might have been in another; in feet, havingbeen born
and bred a soldier, his literary attainments were of narrow
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soope. But he had a good-natured countenance, and was
of quiet digpodtion; too quigt, indeed, for us. As| have
before mentioned, he had been appointed by the Viceroy at
Hankow to accompany our party; and he had with him a
servant-boy and a full private of the Cedestial army. He
was ever anxious to learn all he could about foreigners;, and
we being equally dedrous of obtaining smilar information
from him, our usual conversations were confined to a series
of questions and answer's, in which, of true knowledge gained,
he certainly had the advantage.

The next morning, St. Patrick's day, a day to be remem-
bered by the members of the " Upper Tang-tsze Expedition,”
four miles and a half on a N.N.E. course, down the sream
of the " Tung-ting outlet,” brought usto its confluence with
the upper waters of the Yangtsze, called by the Chinee
*Kin-ho-kow," i.e. Mouth of the Golden Eiver,.whence its
united dreams flow towards Hankow and the ocean. The
place will not be eadly forgotten by me, far it was where we
had two days previoudy been cag off by the ' Coromandd,
since which we had been to To-chow and back again, and
whence we were now to commence our voyage of discovery.
A wooded knoll crovned by a temple is Stuated here; in the
winter season this spot is connected with the eastern or Hoo-
nan shore by somelow land, but duringthe summer level of the
water itisanidand. Itiscalled '* Lui-ku," the drum-beating
knoll. Looking towards Tung-ting Lake, the left-hand shore
of the outlet isbroken by some red clay diffs, then a bluff
closeto " Seven-li Crexk," beyond which " To-chow Point"
projects, and the top of the seven-goried pagoda is seen
above it. On the oppodte sgde, “hich bdongs to the pro-
vince of Hoo-peh, the land is quite low, and the Upper Yang-
tsze makesits debut with no more adornment than crumbling
alluvial banks Ehm-shan and the mountains to the eadt-
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ward look well from this point, and distant hills can be seen
from W.N.W.toN.W.

Commander Ward, B.N., and his assstants, had surveyed
the one hundred and fifty miles of river between Hankow and
Yo-chow; but, being unfortunate in the weather, no celestial
observations had been obtained during those three days, while
that of our start was equally unpropitious, so that the position
of the confluence or junction rested on dead reckoning. This
Is, | am happy to say, not now the case; for on our return |
obtained an observation at the " Eed CIliffs" giving the lati-
tude 29° 27'9', which, cutting a south-west line from Han-
kow, places the confluence in lat. 29° 28-9° N., and long.
113° 155 E., differing only two miles from its postion by
dead reckoning carried for so long a distance, which | am
glad to record in proof of the accuracy of which naval sur-
veying is capable in skilful hands. This error has been still
farther reduced on the Admiralty charts, for, the weather
being more propitious during the downward voyage of the
naval squadron, observations were obtained at two or three
places between Yo-chow and Hankow. And here | ought
to mention that, through the kindness of Admiral Hope and
Commander Ward, our party was supplied with lead-line,
boat-compass, and patent log; besides which | am indebted
to Messys. Farmer and Bedwell for kindly rating our watches,
and rendering every assstanceto start us fairly on our way.

At 7-25 A.M. we rounded the sand-point; and some of the
boatmen, jumping ashore, commenced to track against the
muddy current of the Upper Yang-tsze. The difference in
colour from that of the "outlet" was striking, the latter
being compar atively clear and of a much lighter hue; while
the mingled current below was a sort of compromise between
the two. In the amount of water the two streamswere of
about equal magnitude, but the " outlet" was somewhat wider
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and of less velocity than the Upper river. At a short dis-
tance up the left bank* thereis a scattered village among
some trees, and thence we continued still tracking, and occa-
sonally, when the direction of the river allowed, helped a
little by the sail. The alluvial banks, which exhibited various
drata, more or less mixed with sand, were about eighteen
feet high," and always quite precipitous on the concave sde of
theriver; while opposte, the shore doped gradually down,
or ran out into long sand-points and mud-flats. The adjoin-
ing country was one dead level, with scattered hamlets and
clumps of trees occurring at intervals, which, with the rain
which continued almost incessantly the whole day, and our
comparatively dow rate of progresson after steaming, ren-
dered this first rather a tedious day's journey. We named
the first reach of theriver “ Tibet Beach;" but when we de-
scended in June, and looked over the names we had bestowed,
we decided that, as we did not reach Tibet, it would be as
well to abolish "Tibet Reach;" it was consequently re-
chrisgened after that celebrated missonary whose writings
had in many weary hours interested us, and in whose foot-
steps we had in many parts trodden; nor could we have done
better than call thefirst reach of the Upper Yang-tsze by the
name of Hue.

After passing a large temple, somewhat distant from the
right bank, for the purpose of gaining that sde most favour-
able for tracking, we crossed the river, which averaged about
nine hundred yardsin.width. One of the party amused himsdf
heaving the lead, which showed from five to seven fathoms;
and thuswe obtained a section of the river's bed, which was

» Geographical readerswill excuse my saying that, when " right" and " left"
are applied to thebanksof a river, they indicute their podtion in reference to a
per son facing down the stream towardsthe sea.
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amog invariably done whenever we crossed the river after-
wards The soundings are shown in the published chart of
the river. We had made a congderable curve during the
day; but now we entered a very decided bend, and, as we
anchored in it for the night of the 17th, we named it " St.
Patrick's Bend." The distance travelled was but fifteen geo-
graphical miles, making us only eleven and a half up the
river.

On the second day we continued round " St. Patrick's
Bend," passng a tolerable village called Sze-pa-kow, Stu-
ated on the left bank. An observation for latitude on our
downward voyage places the northern limit of this bend in
29° 36*5. Thence our coursewas south, until we werewithin
less than two miles of where we had been the day before,
whence a sharp curve to the westward took us to the lower
end of along north and south stretch, which, from the first
good view of the Nan-tsuin Hills *hich is obtained from it,
we called after aprominent point onthem, " Camd's Beach,"
and we anchored—that is, made fag to the shore—about a

third of the disance up it, oppodte the lower end of a
shoal.

| think it was on this day that one of the party who had
undertaken the catering—under the mos favourable circum-
gances a most thankless office—decided that it was high
time we should have a change in our daily fare It had
hitherto, ever sngp leaving Hankow, been fowls and eggs,
eggs and fowls, until we had begun to wish that Noah had
forgotten all about the genus Gallus. Whenever we wanted
meat, one of the China boys went ashorewith a string or two
of copper cash, and invariably returned with eggs and fowls;
the necks of the latter were forthwith wrung, and that even-
ing we regaled ourselves with fowl soup and boiled fowls, |
believe those out of the soup. We used eggs in place of
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milk for tea, ate eggs and rice for breakfast next morning,
and tiffined off bread and butter. We were glad, therefore,
to see the prospect of a change. Sheep we would have got if
we could, but we had seen nonfc since leaving Y o-chow, nor
did we ever afterwards, goat would have served as a substi-
tute, and have done equally for our Mussulmans, but goats
appeared to be scarce in thisregion. A pig—a happy idea—
yes, a pig. For this purpose, that isto get one, after an in-
effectual attempt to shoot the sun at noon, which just at that
particular time thought fit to hide himsef behind a large
mass of cloud, we went to a small collection of houses near by,
intent on pig. The prelude to any busness or transaction in
China appears to be a series of compliments, not so much of
the season as personal, and so it commenced in thisinstance;
but when the subject of pork was at length broached, the
Celegtial agriculturists seemed unwilling to comply with the
demand, at least so we, the uninitiated in the vernacular,
were informed. Unfortunately we had not brought our guns
ashore, or we should, | fed sure, have made pork in no time;
but espying one likely-looking animal, and thinking we could
take first and pay after, a grab was made at the quadruped.
He escaped and bolted, and we after him, round the houses,
in and out of fences, until we were fairly blown, and were
obliged to. haul off and acknowledge an activity in Chinese
pigs for which we had not before given them credit. Our
boats had moved some distance on; and during our walk to
catch them up, the Chinese language, people, and pigs, came
in each for a share of abuse, ending always with the poetical
termination, " I'll go ashore and shoot a pig;" with there-
servation, however, that no chow-chow turned up in the mean
time. | do not know anything which is more likely to excite
one's ire than deficiency of food; touch a man in the pocket
you make Him feel, but touch his ssomach and he's a savage.
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On the third day we made fifteen miles in a northerly di-
rection, passng the village of Hia (lower) Chay-wan, and
anchoring at Shan'g (upper) Chay-wan. They were both
prosperous-looking places, and at the first we saw a large
quantity of spars suitable for junk-masts. Some hamlets
were also passed; but asthese occur so frequently along the
banks, | cannot pretend to notice them separately. During
the whole day we had a capital view of the Nan-tsuin Hills;
they are a group lying to the westward of this portion, and to
the southward of the river higher up. One remarkable hill,
which approaches within four miles of the river, we named
the " Camd's Hump;" it is an excellent mark, and can in
clear weather be made out distinctly from the " Tung-ting
Outlet." We estimated it at about nine hundred feet above
theriver. From it the range runstowardsthe south-west, the
intervening country being undulating and partially wooded.
An observation for latitude was obtained this day, which
allowed of some points being well laid down.

| should mention that in June, when we descended the
river, we found the whole country to the southward of the
Nan-tsuin Hills, as far as the eye could reach, under water;
so much so that the course of the river could only be known
by the strength of the current. .It appears that the waters
of Tung-ting Lake were unusually high at that time, so we
were informed by the people, and that its effect of backing
up theriver and extending its own shores was the cause of
this tremendous overflow. | fancy that there was one
uniform sheet of water from the Upper Yang-tsze, below these
Nan-tsuin Hills, to the lake itself.

L eaving Shang-chay-wan at 6 AM. on the 20th, the course
of the river first of all doubled back to the southward and
south-west, forming the "Chay-wan Tongue" Then we
tracked along the bank to the N.N.W. until the afternoon,
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when we ran seven miles before a fresh nor'-easter under full
sail, and halted at the next point at four o'clock, on account
of the wind being too strong to allow us *to proceed up the
reach beyond. There was a village nearly opposite, but we
did not learn the name of it. As we were running up this
reach, with the "AsssEars" —a prominent and peculiar hill,
so named from its resemblance to a well-known landmark
made in approaching Hong-kong from the southward—right
ahead, we came suddenly on a shoal in the middle of the
river; a portion was bare at that stage of the water, but on
our passage down it was totally covered. It occurs very
awkwardly, where one would hardly expect it; but is well
marked by a peculiar boulder, on the top of an outlier of the
Nan-tsuin Hills, called the " Ming Hill," and a south bearing
of the Camel's Hump through a gép. The proper channe
Is to the north of it, in which in March we had 5, 6, and 6 J
fathoms, and in June up to 9.

Our fifth day was that of the vernal equinox. We ascended
a reach nearly north, and coming round a long sand-point
halted for a noon observation, and by evening passed the
village or open town of Tiau-hien, where a creek of consider-
able size comes in from the southward, having made between
twenty-one and twenty-two geographical miles. On the left
bank a level plain, from twenty-five to thirty feet above the
river, stretched as far as could be swept by the eye, the soil
being of a sandy loam, and the country having the appear-
ante of being occasionally flooded, perhaps periodically in
several years. Wheat was the staple production; but
carrots, and especially beans, were also largely cultivated.
Hamlets and scattered farm dwellings lined the banks where
they were steep; but on the opposite shore the houses were
far removed from the river at that season, which showed that
the sand and mud flats, and low points, must be overflowed
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always during high water. In fact, throughout this portion
of the river, that is, from its confluence with the outlet of
Tung-ting Lake up to Shi-show, which we shall soon
come to, a direct digance of 44 geographical miles,
the river is so exceedingly tortuous that its course mea-
aures 120 miles. At every point is an extensive flat;
and, the whole plain being of an alluvial nature, the river
seems to be continually gouging out thg land*on one sde
and forming these flat points on the other, so that embank-
ments have frequently to be renewed and dwellings shifted.
Much of the country isnot dyked in, and there we observed
buffalo carts—roughly-made vehicles with solid wheels; a
Chinaman was usually perched on the back of the animal in
the shafts, which made its way at a pace very suitable to
Celestial patience. Some four-wheded conveyances, but
only a few, were also seen.

The view which is obtained from the river before reaching
Tiau-hien isvery fine. The Nan-tsuin Hills are then to the
southward and eastward, and the nearest portion—a range
running about south-west from the " Ass's Ears'—seems to
be the highest of the whole, reaching up to fifteen hundred
feet. Thisrangeisvery decided, and, failing in getting any
satisfactory name for it, we called it " Tiau-hien Range."
At its foot are three or four pyramidical-shaped knolls, and
between them and the river an extensive lake, which may
during summer be connected with alagoon which we observed
in June to the northward of the " Asss Ears" Looking
westward, a couple of pointed hills may be seen in the far
distance; they are the temple hills of Shi-show, only four-
teen miles distant, but it took us two whole days in
following the winding course of the river before we reached
that place.

When the sky »» diffidently clear we usually halted
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at mid-day for a latitude observation, and at first | found
very great difficulty in inducing the Chinamerf, who of course
immediately collected around, to keep quiet, so as not to
ruffle the surface of the mercury. Generally two or three
Seikhs, and sometimes my companions, used to come
ashore and keep the people at a distance; but as this
caused a good deal of trouble, | afterwards hit upon a plan
which answered admirably. It was, to allow the people to
come quite close and have a good look while | was preparing
for the observation, and when | wanted to commence | made
them all sit down on the ground, having one Seikh alongside
meto call any unruly oneto order. They, thinking, | believe,
that | was engaged in some "joss pidgin,” or "medicine
work," as Indians call it, were generally very orderly, and
any one who was inclined to be restive was hissed down by
the crowd. | could easly detect a movement by the vibra-
tion of the mercury in the artificial horizon; and seeing that
| knew if a man moved behind me just as well as if before
my eyes, they seelned to think that | had some mysterious
mode of detection, which was not without its effect upon
them. Latterly, however, on account of the too great
altitude of the sun at noon, my observations were carried on
mostly at night, when | was seldom much troubled with
spectators.

Since commencing our voyage on the Upper Tang-tsze
the thermometer had ranged from 47° to 64° Fahrenheit, the
prevailing wind being north-easterly, with such variable
weather as was to be expected at the season. As we walked
along the banks, which we frequently did when the junk was
tracking, we could do so with comfort in thick clothing-
Waterfowl were still common in these latitudes, and we
often saw large flocks of geese on the sandy flats, where
they were of course unapproachable. There were moreover
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pelicans, and one morning, having wounded one, we had an
exciting hunt after the Tfdlow with the junk, but, ha drifted
so fag down dream that we were forced to give up
the chase. Carrying our guns when ashore, we served to
vary our fare occasionally with a brace or two of teal and a
pheasant. The country people, who were all agriculturists,,
were invariably civil and quiet; they examined our cloth
clothes and buttons with much interest, but | think what
most took their fancy were our boots, particularly the laced
ones. The people seemed poor, but not wretched; thouglt
the brushwood, reed, and mud-plasered hovels in which
they lived would have been almost rgected as cattle-housing
in any civilised country. The old misress of the house
was usually engaged spinning out cotton wool, and very
frequently we found an old man perched on the frame of a
revolving millstone, keeping a water-buffalo in company at
its monotonous work. A shot from our guns was sufficient
to bring out a crowd of young hopefuls; the pigs looked sus-
picious, but the dogs bolted at first sight. Below Shi-show
large quantities of oziers are grown, which were being cut
and transported up the river; and reeds we saw in large
guantities, which are mixed with mud in the manufacture of
houses.

On the 23rd of March, at 4 P.M., we reached Shi-show
(hien), a small walled town of little importance. It is Situ-
ated on the right bank, just at a very sudden bend of the
river. Iltswall was in avery dilapidated condition, and it
might amog* be passed without notice, were it not for a
group of small hills which attract the attention at a long
distance, and are the only eminences for milesround. These
hills were visited by some of our party, and were pronounced
to be of granite, though | certainly thought | could discern
with a glass grata running N.E. by E., and SW. b'y W.,

H?2
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inclined about eighty degrees to the northward. The two
most pointed ones were crowned with temples, and each had
afew trees on its summit. The highest is about four hun-
dred feet above the river. Thiswas the firs place where
hills had touched upon the river bank since our leaving the
Tung-ting Lake. Some extensive swamps lie to the east-
ward of the "place There was no appearance of business,
and but few junks along the shore of the small suburb which
liesjust above the walled town.

e The point or tongue of land opposte Shi-show runs into
tho river with a sandy it, and, as there was some wind
blowing at the time, we had a little difficulty in rounding it.
This afforded our skipper an excuse for wanting to cross
over to thetown side; but, as we foresaw that the inevitable
consequence of such a proceeding would be a delay there
until next morning, we advised the old gentleman to the
contrary. Finding that direct appeal did not answer, he
resorted to sratagem, and tried us on the humane side,
stating that he required rice for the crew, and, notwithstand-
ing we had made him an advance of half the passage-money
when we engaged him, he wished money from us to purchase
it with; but we discovered that there was a aufficiency on
board. He then turned rusty, ordered the men to knock off
work, and went into his cabin. The crew was at thistime
six or seven in number. It was evident that a lesson was
required; so two of the party forthwith hauled the sipper
oilt by histail, the boatmen were ordered to " proceed,” and
one of us kept guard on the roof of the house with arifle, on
the look-out if any should attempt to escape, and sirred
the unwilling ones up with a mop-handle. One of the crew
stepped forward to interfere between our people and the
Kipper, when a push sent him spinning over the bows back-
wards into the river; but not letting go of the bamboo pole
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CHAPTER VII.

SHI-SHOW TO [-CnANQ.

BY the foregoing chapter the reader should have gained
some notion of the tediousness of boat travelling, and he can
well imagine the impatience with which we looked forward
to meeting with a place on the river marked on the map, as
iIf to assure ourselves that we had made some real progress
on our western journey. The day of our passng Shi-show,
already mentioned, wasour seventh on the Upper Yang-tsze,
and we halted that night about a mile and a half above the
place. The good effect of the principal incident of that day
was evident on the following one, by our making good
twenty-six geographical miles; and, the river's course being
now tolerably direct, the evening found us well advanced
northward, and we anchored above tha village of Ho-hia.
The firgt idand of any extent which we had yet met with,
since parting with the naval squadron, was passed early in
the day, from which circumstance we named it " Sunday
Idand.”

It is almost needless for me in this place to offer sugges
tions concerning the navigation of the river, as our observa-
tion on that head appear in connection with the chart; but
| would remark that from Shi-show upwards the nature of
the river differs consderably from what it is below that place.
As | have aready sated, for the first hundred-and-twenty
miles, the Upper Yang-tsze is exceedingly tortuous. We
passed up it at that season when, the waters being at ther
winter level, we could discern the position of the shoals and
flats, and the nature of its banks: we returned when the
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water being at its highest concealed those features, and the
country was so overflowed that the course of the river was
only discoverable by the strength of the current and colour
of the water. Future navigators, however, need apprehend
no difficulty in the first state, if they will keep in mind that
the channd is generally—I might say invariably—close to
the concave shore, that precipitous banks only occur where
the strength of the current sweeps past them, and that the
shelving ones should be avoided. A few shoals exist, but
they are well marked by bearings of hills, and other objects.
Above Shi-show the river's course is comparatively dir ect; its
average width is half a mile, but in some partsit expands to
double that width. Low idands occur, and in some reaches
shoals are not unfrequent; and the nature of the banks
being, excepting at the bends, no longer a guide, some
caution will be required. But the continual use of thelead
enables us to say that as far as|-cbang, which, for reasons
which will be hereafter adduced, must be consdered for the
present as the head of sseam navigation on this magnificent
river, three fathoms will invariably be found at low water in
the channd, but usually much more. The navigation cannot
be called difficult, and | see no reason why steamers of large
size should not ascend to that point, although no doubt river
geamers would be more suitable. The current is moderate
at low water, and far from strong at other times.

Ho-hia is a condderable village stuated on the left bank
of the river, just below where it turns to the eastward. Two
of us walked through the place without being armed, and,
save the heter ogeneous mob which followed and preceded us,
bidding fair to block the narrow street, we suffered no an-
noyance. Above the village is a large joss-house, and con-
dderable expense has been incurred in facing the high em-
bankment with stone, a part of which was then in course of
condruction of cut blocks, to guard against the encroachment
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of the river, which, being contracted to less than 700 yards,
had here a stronger current than we had yet experienced,
with eddies and whirls. We crossed just at these " narrows,”
and found it very deep, getting sixteen fathoms, and eight
and a half, at twenty yards from the right bank, wasthe least.
A good many cattle and ponies were seen about this neigh-
bourhood, and the following words from the expedition " log"
describe the country sufficiently for the day:—" Country
quite flat. A very great deal much below the summer level
of the river and as low as the river at present. Immense
and finey-made embankments prevent inundation. The
whole country highly cultivated; the dwellings distributed in
small hamlets, usually with a few trees around each. To-
bacco, cotton, rice, and wheat grown."

One swallow was supposed to be seen four days before, but
this day, the 24th of March, there was no doubt about it;
the pleasant associations usually connected, however, with
the advent of these harbingers of summer, were somewhat
marred by the feeling that we were yet advanced but a small
stage of the long route we had cut out for ourseves before
the close of the season. Other birds were also gathering
from southern climes; and though geese, ducks, teal, and
cranes had not yet entirely left us, three days later we saw
a hoo-poe, and daily observed the mina, blackbird, black-
capped tit, lark, green woodpecker, rook, white-necked crow,
magpie, sandpiper, snipe, pheasant, and dove. Vegetables
and fisn were easily procurable in exchange for the requisite
" casn.” ]

We were brought to a stand next day soon after noon by
a strong north breeze, which, later in the day, increased to a
gale with heavy rain, but our barometer showed only a dlight
fallL It was just at the lower end of another idand where
we were forced to anchor, nor could we move for the whole
of the following day; from this circumstance we named it
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" Storm Idand." The temperature fell to 46°, but the wind
remained the whole time steadily at the one point, and blow-
ing a gale. The country was a dead level as before described,
and the same embankment, in some places twenty-five yards
across the top, existed on the left bank of the river; but just
at this place there was an intervening space of about a mile,
and it is interesting to observe that this part without the
embankment is a higher level than on .the land dde, so
much so that many hamlets are built on it and only raised a
few feet on earthen mounds. This difference of level, which
a few miles higher up was as much as fifteen and twenty
feet, and on which wheat was growing on ordinary arable
land, in place of paddy-fieds, into which the other part was
cut up, might be accounted for by supposng the embank-
tient or dyke to bo of great antiquity, and that successive
deposits of alluvium from the annual overflows have raised
the level of the part outsde. This system of dyke-land is
continuous for some distance farther up the river; but
there does not seem to be the same attention paid to its
security everywhere, for we observed several placeswhere the
embankment was broken through; and in June, when we
passed down, there was a great rush of water into such
places, and the country was flooded far and wide. One
would have thought that such works as these, the stability of
which must affect thousands of industrious people, would
have been under the supervison of the government, and
such they may have been; but if so, their condition only
proves the rotten state of that power. No creeks or streaiH
entered theriver at this part.

Making a start on the 27th, our eleventh day from the
Tung-ting Lake, wo reached by evening the town of Sha-sze,
170 miles from Tung-ting junction. It is a long unwalled
straggling place on the left bank, with a fine stone pagoda
on a point which juts into the river, and which may be seen
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at avery condderable distance. We were rather surprised
at coming suddenly on a place where such a number of junks
were collected, while we had met with so very few on the
river between this place and the Tung-ting Lake; but this
was accounted for when we learned that the" Taiping Creek,"
or canal, which we had before heard of as connecting the
Tung-ting Lake with the upper river, comes out only eight li
above, and that we were now at Kin-chow, a place which may
be seen marked in large letters on any map of China. It
ranks of the first order as a provincial city—a " foo"—»but is
only a garrison or Tartar town. It is about a mile above
Sha-sze, and equally as far inland to the north of theriver.
In form it seemed, from the view we got of it, to be nearly a
gguare, enclosed with high walls in the usual manner.

Sha-sze seems to be of congderable importance in a mer#
cantile way, and the immense number of junks which we
observed closaly-packed along the river bank, for nearly two
miles, indicated a large trade on the river. |t appears, how-
ever, that its importance is chiefly due to the transt bus-
ness, the junks from Sz'chuan for the most part making this
the end of their .voyage in an easterly direction, and the
cargoes for Hoo-nan and the south, as well as for Hankow
and the lower Yang-tsze, being transported onward in boats
of a different description. True, one sees Sz'chuan junkswith
their rounded sterns in the crowded waters of the Han, but
their contents are but a very small proportion of the exports
from that fertile province. Some transshipment is also done
Al-chang, but it is not of the same amount as at Sha-sze.
The reason of it appears to be that, as the Sz'chuan boats are
built very strong, and suited especially for therough navigation
of therapid river above, where sailing is a matter of secondary
importance, they are too heavy and unsuited for the lake and
tranquil river waters below; besides, the boatmen of Sz'chuan
being a peculiar class, and bred up to one kind of occupation,
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and it requiring a far larger number to work each boat on
the upper river than below, the discharged extra handswould
be thrown out' of work; in fact, we judged that that law
which regulates such affairs in other places besides China,
caused this particular divison of labour, as any other would
not pay.

We saw cotton in bales loading in Sz'chuan junks for
transport to the west, and were told that cotton suffs were
manufactured in the neighbourhood. We also learned from
the magters of junks and others that the cargoes from Sz'-
chuan are mostly composed of salt (monopolized by govern-
ment), sugar, tobacco, hemp, pepper, spice, opium, medicinal
and other drugs, some silk and wax, and a little gold. Tea
goes up the river. But more information on this head will
be given when | come to speak of the trade of Chung-king,
the principal mercantile place in the province of Sz'chuan.
Coal is brought to this place from Hoo-nan on Tung-ting
Lake, & the Taiping Canal; but it seems astonisning that
such isthe case, for one would have imagined that it might
more easily have been brought down from Kwei above
I-chang. A Mexican dollar passed for one thousand cash, and
the prices of provisons were—tea, 140 cash per catty, char-
coal 1800 cash per picul of a hundred catties, and flour 29
cash per catty. Persons unconnected with China may not
be aware that a " catty" equals H |b. avoirdupois, and a
" picul" consequently 133£1Dbs.

Having lain one night among the crowd of junks off the
town, the next morning we moved up about a mile above’|
where wo waited for the boys to procure provisons, and to
give our mandarin a chance to visit his family, who resided
at Kin-chow. The Doctor and myself took advantage of the
delay to visit the pagoda, from the summit of which we ob-
tained an extensive view of the surrounding country, and the
river for a condderable distance. A round of angles was
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taken, and we did not forget to include some distant moun-
tainsto the N.W. and N., as they were thefirst we had seen
for along time, and relieved the uniform plain which lay
stretched out in every other direction. From this elevated
position we looked down on Kin-chow, although from the
river it is not visible, being built on ground lower than it,
and completely hidden by the embankments; the wall ap-
peared to be in good repair, and in the eastern face we saw a
gate surmounted with the usual pagoda-like edifice. Cypress,
or a kind of cedar-tree, was common in the vicinity of the
city. Sha-sze, wo could observe, was built partly on the em-
bankment and partly behind it, and is no doubt a populous
place. On descending from the pagoda, we found the yard
ccammed full of people, waiting to get a sight of the two
curious specimens of humanity; and great numbers followed
us to the boat, where we found by this time a very large
crowd collected. Of course on these occasions we could not
be expected to admit visitors gratis, and, as the expedition
had been got up without any notion of making it a mercantile
gpeculation, wo could not think of demanding admittance
fees; therefore, to save oursdves trouble and annoyance, the
sepoys had drict orders to allow no one on board, and |
must say that in general this regtriction on their inquisitive-
nesswas taken very kindly by the people. The Selkhs them-
selves rather enjoyed being looked at, and their peculiar dress
and dark complexionswere often the means of screening us a
good deal from special scrutiny.

Some of the principal mandarins paid us a vigt, as they
had heard from the Viceroy of the province that Sr James
Hope would come thus far, and were consequently in daily
expectation of seeing him; they expressed their regret that
the Admiral had not carried out his original intention, in
which we, who were beginning to get heartily tired of boat-
travelling, entirely concurred. Our own mandarin also
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brought his wife and family to see us. They were Tartars,
or rather went under that name, and followed the Tartar
fashions in dress, and in not cramping the feet of the women.
The ladies of the party were -really pretty”-if an European
may be allowed to call any females pretty out of Europe—and
were tastefully dressed in loose jackets and fancy trowsers,
the younger ones having bright-coloured flowers set in ther
elaboratey-dressed hair. A Chinese would never have
thought of introducing the females of his establishment,
particularly on an occason like this, when they would be
brought face to face with " the devils of theWestern Ocean;"
for it iseven consdered bad manners to refer to femalesin
ordinary conversation, and yet wo never recollect to have
heard that Chinese ladies were particularly noted for chadity.
It is another of the incongruities of this favoured nation.

It was two o'clock in the afternoon before we got away;
but being helped along by an easterly breeze, we made good
way up " Kin-chow Reach,” and put ashore after dark at a
small hamlet round thefirst point. At two and a half miles
above the pagoda of Sharsze there is a creek about forty
yards wide, coming in from the northward; and three miles
further up, but on the south side or right bank, is the Tai-
ping-kow, or mouth of the Taipingf Canal or Creek. A small
village sands on the east side of the entrance, which is about
one hundred yards wide. The sream is out of the main
river, and in summer is consderable On Chinese maps,
and European oneswhich have been copied from them, this
creek or canal—for | do not know which to call it—is showrf
making a direct course to the Tung-ting Ho, before reaching
which it isjoined by other waters. The time occupied by
the voyage, we learned, is five days; and we were informed
that on the upward journey between Yo-chow and Kin-chow
there would be a saving in time by taking this route rather
than keeping on the tortuous and strong current of the Yang-
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tsze; in fact, our skipper, before we left the Tung-ting Lake,
wished very much to go by that way, but we then considered
that a knowledge of the river was the more important. The
next people who travel on these waters should explore this
line of communication; for it would be very interesting to
know what amount of the water of the upper river is carried
away by this channel, and whether it would be navigable for
large craft. Thereisa small creek—dry in winter—the en-
trance to which is opposte the lower end of Sha-sze, which
IS said—Dby joining, during high water, with the Taiping
Canal—to save junks going up to the regular mouth. Two
miles above the latter, as we pased down at midsummer, the
embankment was broken away for about a quarter of a mile,
allowing a consderable flood of the river to make its way in,
and junks were taking this passage into the canal.
| have omitted to mention that Kin-chow is easly ap-
proached by land from Hankow; the distance, as the crow
flies, is about a hundred miles west; it is called only five
days travelling on horseback, so that, unless the Tung-ting
Lake be an object of interest, | should recommend othersto
travel this portion overland, as by so doing, unless they
should go the whole way by steam, they would save them-
selves a very tedious jourfiey on an uninteresting portion of
the Yang-tsze.
From Kin-chow (speaking of going upwards) the river has
a general westerly direction for thirty-four miles, when, curv-
Aing sharply round to N.N.W., it sirts the edge of a moun-
*ainpus country lying to the west of it, whence it receives
one considerable tributary, at the mouth of which stands the
town of I-tu (hien); before reaching this town Chi-kiang
(hien) has to be passed, also on the right bank. Then a
straight course, continued in the same direction, carries you
to I-chang, where this fine river, averaging half a mile in
width, suddenly clianging its nature as if by magic, narrows
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to less than one-fourth of that width, and disappearsin a deep
and precipitous gorge through a confused mass of rugged
mountains. This point then, I-chang (foo), | will not pass
beyond in the present chapter, but will leave for the next
chapter the account of our voyage through the gorges and
rapids which monopolise the Upper Yang-tsze for the next
one hundred miles.

But | have passed too quickly over the seventy miles
between Kin-chow and I-chang. | should have said that the
country retained the same dead level until we reached Kiang-
kow, a village stuated on the left bank of the river, about
which in itself we observed nothing very particular, beyond
the usual amount of Celestial architecture and Cedegtial
odours, but here the first sign of a shingly beach was seen.
Thence wesward the country on the north bank rose a little
some two miles inland, and distant hills were observed from
north-west to south-west. We anchored only a short distance
above, and next day in the forenoon passed the village of
Tung-tsze, noticeable from a couple of red and white temples
prominently stuated, and soon came to an ujidulating and
partially-wooded country on the left, and at first to a hyjlly
and then to a mountainous country on the right bank. The
soil is different from the alluvial deposits below, being mostly
of a clayey nature, but gravelly in part, and the bed o{the
river in places stony. The change was to us most welcome;
we had travelled for so long through the great alluvial plain
which seems to fill up the triangular space between the two
directions, south-east and north-east, of the Yang-tsze, abatfS
and beow its junction with the waters from the Tung-ting
Lake, and which may be said to extend from Hankow to
|-chang, that we were heartily sick of the monotonous muddy
banks and uniform horizon which had bounded our view. We
hailed with delight the appearance of a hillock, and were in
ccstacies when we beheld fine ranges of mountains backing one
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another, until they became faint in the blue haze of distance.
These are called " Shih-urh-pe,” or the " Mountains of the
Seven Gates" and rise to about 2500 feet. It was on this
day, too, that we observed in the vegetation the first sgns of
spring, which will account for the name " Spring" that we
bestowed on an idand which occurs immediately above the
last-named place; and | recollect that we carried a fine
dashing wind past it, which served fair for us until we
reached a notable point where the river suddenly changes
from its S.S.E. course downward from I-chang, and proceeds
thence easward towards Kin-chow. The village of Yang-
chi, where there are lime-quarries, is dStuated on the right
bank at this ebow, but is imperfectly seen on account of a
low idand which intervenes between it and the point. We
obtained observations at this spot on our downward voyage;
and in acknowledgment of the interest taken in, and encou-
ragement and help bestowed on our expedition, by the two
leaders in the late China war, we took the opportunity of
attaching the names of " Hope" and " Grant" respectively to
the idand and the point. Good red-burnt tiles are made here.

A few miles of tracking above " Point Grant” brought us
up to the town of Chi-kiang (hien); but aswe kept the left
bank, and were undesirous of any delay at this period of our
jouiney, we saw only its somewhat imposing river front. We
were told—and we saw substantial evidence of it as we
repassed in June—that an unusual rise in the water, in the
summer of 1860, had caused condderable damage among
the buildings and to the wall in the lower part of the town,
besdes having destroyed much live stock on this part of the
river. This accounted for the water-markswhich we observed
on the cliff at a confined part before reaching I-chang, at
a height of fifty feet above the mean level of theriver, and
which we found it difficult to believe could be due to the
ordinary summer rise
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Above Chi-kiang a tall pagoda, with a bush growing from
its side, is seen up the river, and the following day, after
somewhat of a detour, we passed another place called |-tu,
also a hien, stuated at the mouth of the Chin Kiang, ariver
which, from its delineation on native maps, has a course of
condgderable length, but, judging from the nature of the
adjoining country, is likely to be for the most part through a
mountainous region;. and aswe heard and saw no signs of
trade, it cannot be of much importance. Hence to I-chang
is a matter of a day's travelling up sream, but only & few
hours down with the current; and a nearly perfectly sraight
reach, which absorbs the last seventeen miles, tends to set off
the beauties of this truly picturesque district. With us the.
weather wasjust such as one would wish for—a cloudless sky
with clear and dry atmosphere—it was the first really warm
weather of the year, and it seemed as if we had skipped the
intervening season and jumped suddenly from winter into
summer. The thermometer stood at 47° at sunrise, and rose
twenty degrees by noon. I-chang, or rather its smoke, and
the pagoda about a couple of miles below the place, are within
sight a long way 'down, and | fhought at the time that | had
never beheld a more beautiful river scene. On ether hand
the banks had become high and precipitous, bold dliffs of
rock—a mixture of conglomerate and sandsone—rose im-
mediately from deep water, allowing our boatmen no chance
either of tracking or poling, and we were fain to make our way
along with the skulls, asssted by a slight breeze. To our
left hand, as we ascended—that is, beyond the river's right
bank—was entirely a mountainous country, and we could
observe it extended to the northward beyond the town, that
lay on the other side in theriver valley, behind which the
country rose gently into plateaux and ridges, broken occa-
sonally by a narrow, rice-planted valley, through which a
<iuick-running stream carried the surplus drainings of the
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paddy-laud to the river. The vegetation was a beautiful
combination of temperate and semi-tropical fonns, while the
occasonal palm occurring here and there served to remind
us that in these inland regions one must expect the extreme
temperature to reach a high degree.  Wheat was now over a
foot high, and peas, beans, and peaches wae" in blossom.
The country everywhere, except on the steepest dopes or
whore rock was exposed, was highly cultivated.

We had not seen our mandarin since leaving Kin-chow,
and/thinking that he was following us by water, and that if
ho was to be of use anywhere it would be at I-chaug, where
we should have to change our junk, we halted about five
miles short of the place, crossed to the west sde of the river,
and anchored for the day—the 1st of April—being the first
time that we had stopped on our own account anywhere on
the route. The professed sportsmen of the party employed
themselves climbing' the rugged conglomerate hillsin search
of game; but though an inviting-looking country in that
respect, and wild enough in all conscience, for it was every-
where split up into ravines and gorges, they were but poorly
rewarded in the feathered way, without even catching sight
of a single four-footed creature. The day's bag, besdes
one pheasant and a woodcock, contained a specimen of tho
Chinese magpie (Urociasa vinenim), and a white-collared
crow, which were added to our ornithological collection.
Ancther of our party made his way to a kind of monastery
stuated on a pinnacle of rock, detached from the precipitous
gdo of a mountain, at some distance from the river; while
the fine day was made good use of for obtaining astronomical
observations and getting through arrears of work. The river
was found by sextant measurement to be 940 yards wide, and
the depth varied from three-and-a-half to seven fathoms, with

a moderate current In June the water was fifteen feet
higher.
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Noxt day our mandarin turned up, having come overland.
We moved up within a mile of the town, and at opce com-
menced negociationsfor another junk and crow, thejunk which
we had brought from Hankow being unsuitcd to the navigation
higher up. This, however, was not to be done in a hurry, as
it appeared *hat nearly all the junks had been pressed into
the Imperial service for the purpose of transporting troops to
the country infested by rebels. | %ve forgotten to mention
that we met several days beow a fleet of some 150 junks
bound down, while others were being despatched for the pro-
vince of Sz'chuan. By the way, we have been so often, since
our return to civilized parts, questioned as tp whether the
Sz'chuan rebels are connected with the Taipings, and if we
had heard of Shi-ta-kai, one of their leaders, in Sz'chuan,
where his friends on the Lower Yang-tsze maintain that he
has gone, that it will be well to state at once, that as far as
we could learn—and we made much inquiry on the subject
—there is at present no connection between the rebellion in
SZ'chuan and that which has devastated such an extent of
country nearer the coast; and of Shi-ta-kai we heard, when
m Sz'chuan, that he was in the province of Kwe-chow, near
the frontier of the former. Possbly he may be able to induce
the Szchuan rebels to join with the Taipings, but from
A\hat little we have seen of them, and judging more from
their effects wo do not think that they are likely to improve
oven the Taipings, and, rather than insurrectionists with
any fixed object in view, wo should bo inclined to call
them unconnected bands of robbers. They differ from the
Tuipings in one particular, that they cut off the pigtail; not
a bad plan either, since a man once deprived of that appen-
dage would be dow to return tail-less among his former
comrades, besides which, they do not appear to carry on
any special crusade against the temples and pagodas. Wo
heard also of rebels in Kwei-chow province; and in Yu-nan

I 2
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they are said to be very powerful, but the movement there
is confined to Mussulmans. * But more of this anon.

I-chang (called Y-lin in some maps), in latitude 30° 42'
north, and approximate longitude 111° 20' ead, is by the
river 363 geographical miles above Hankow, gr 950 total
digance from Shanghai. Situated at the heaa of the navi-
gation of the Yang-tsze for any seamers now in China, it
must become an important place. The city is a tolerably-
gzed foo, or provincial town of the firs order, and contains
no doubt a condderable population; but | should add
nothing to the accurate knowledge of the population of the
empire, were | to give the numbers we obtained from the
natives of this or any other town we visted. " Some
myriads" was the usual answer to our inquiries on this
head. The trade of the place would seem to be small; but
as at Sha-sze, already mentioned, part of the Szchuan
produce is here transshipped, and we observed a great many
junks laid up awaiting employment. Mexican dollars sold
for one thousand cash. Some Celestial Mussuimans here
recognised our attendant sepoys as felow-followers of the
Prophet, and soon became remarkably familiar, " chin-
chinning" to agreat extent, and bringing presents of sweet
cakes and other "chow-chow." We here noticed some
scarlet-painted boats used for the preservation of life from
drowning, an institution quite contrary to the doctrine which
Is prevalent in South China of never saving a drowning man.

We took up our podtion at some distance from the town,
which practice, or that of anchoring on the opposte bank,
when possble, we invariably adopted, to save annoyance; as,
when circumstances necessitated our lying alongsde the
dhore at a town, we were mos terribly mobbed. The
people were not usually uncivil, but they wished to " makey
look see” and dray lumps of earth and an occasonal stone
would fall much too close to the junk to be agreeable; but
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we hoped that these were not thrown at us, or at any rate,
if they were, we charitably believed that it was only done
to attract our attention, and cause us to show our faces out
of the windows, and a little forbearance on our part pre
vented any unpleasant digurbance. On these occasons we
had a fello#feeling for the latest addition to the gardens of
the Zoological Society, and, whilwealizing that most uncom-
fortable sensation of being gazed at to the fullest extent, we
felt equally for the hippopotamus in his bath and the black
bear at the bottom of the pit. " The animals will feed at —
o'clock!" We don't know that such a notice was actually
posted up in Chinese characters on our junk, but we likewise
don't know half the ways in which our Chinese servants made
money out of us, although we do know a good many. | fed
sure, however, that our meal-hours were in some way made
known to the populace, for at such times the crowd was
always greatest and most inquisitive. To future travelers
in the Central Flowery Land | would recommend a good

bull-dog as a companion; he would, I think, be foiyid most
useful.

During the transfer of our traps from theold junk into the
Sz chuan passenger-boat in which we were to travel hence-
forward, by some careessness the bag containing the screws
and nuts belonging to Mgoa Sard's portable boat, which
were intended for joining the sections together, fell over-
board. The four Seikhs thereupon stripped themselves, and
went through a lengthened scries of aquatic performances,
much to the amusement of the bysanders, who, to the no
small detriment of the crops of theTarme of the land, were
collected in a great comd” on the bank. But all endeavours
proved fruitless, and the screws were irrecoverably lost. This
was rather annoying, as it could not be expected that wo
should be able to wait long enough, even if others could be
made, at any town on the way: but at the same time it was
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some satisfaction to know that a most useless piece of fur-
niture was thus rendered unserviceable, and.that, when wo
should come to arrange our things for travelling overland,
it would allow of our lightening our baggage very con-
Siderably.

|-chang stands on a blunt point of the Yangtze and on
its left bank,, a small branoh of the river forming an idand
immediately above the walled part of the town. The water
Is shoal off the city, the main lead of the river being nearer
the other shore. The country to the rear or east and south-
east is broken into small hills and ridges, and the upland
soil is of ared clayey nature. Much ground is appropriated
to graves close to the city, but beyond it is cultivated by
irrigation, except the hill-tops and steep sdes, on which
clumps of small pine are dotted about. To the north, west,
and south-west, the whole country is mountainous, but it is
Impossible to select any decided ranges or peaks from the
confused mass. There are many curioudy-formed mountain-
tops, usually with one or more sides precipitous; but they
are all much about the same level, and sojumbled together
that seldom any particular one can be distinguished from
more than one point of yiew. The monastery previoudy
mentioned is on one of the most commanding postions, and
was estimated at about 1000 feet above the river. Just
lelow the city, and on the opposte or right bank, is a very
decided diflf surmounted by a sharp peak, which has been
called " I-chang Peak;" it is not nearly as high as others
more inland, being about 400 feet, but has an imposing
appearance from the river. The geological formation of this
rugged region is a very coarse contlomerate, with sometimes
sandstone associated. ’

It was on our seventeenth day from the Tung-ting Lake
that we arrived at |-chang, and we remained there three
days. :
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CHAPTEE VIII.

GORGES AND RAPIDS.

NOTWITHSTANDING that at I-chang we were a thousand
miles from the sea, porpoises had kept us company the
entire distance, and it was only here tliat these last relics of
the " briny deep” bid us farewdl, and, giving an extra rall
or two over for our especial edification, seemed to gpy, as
plain as Canton English could speak—" That top-sdo river
no belong Mr. Neptune King, hab got too muchey rock and
rapid, makey all same chow-chow water!" —meaning ther eby
to inform us that the river above was no longer suited to
their constitutions, and that, not being imbued with any great
ardour for exploration, they preferred to remain and disport
themselves in the more placid waters below. But we are in
a new boat! and some five-and-twenty naked and half-naked
follows are dragging us along at a smart rate by a long
plaited bamboo line, while I-chang is fag fading behind us.
See how they have to scramble along the precipitous rocky
shore!  Sometimes on their hands and knees, at others with
foothold only for their toes, or on doping smooth rock where
their grass sandals only keep them from dipping into the
foaming current below. Now we see them high above us,
running along on the verge of a precipice, and shouting like
a lot of madmen; then they are down again and clambering
round a point of rock which projects out into the river, and
where some little cautiousness, which they seem to have
among them, causes the leaders to get past the impediment
firbt without the line, and then, it being thrown to them,
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they run on again with it, and leave the others to get round
as best they can; then again they all come up, except always
two or three who keep behind for the purpose of clearing tho
line from projecting rocks, and, hitching on the cords of their
breas-graps to the towing or tracking-line by an ingenious
turn of the button round it, away they go agaiifr like a pack
of hounds in full cry. When they come to a place whero
the rush of the water is unusually strong, and necessitates a
harder tug, one fdlow, a wag or actor, jumps out from the
rest, and, running ahead of the crowd, turns summersaults on
the ground, and goes through other grotesque antics for the
amusement of his companions, then, by way of a change,
beginping with the foremodt, he belabours them all round
with a stick he carries for that purpose; then he runs ahead
again, and going down on his knees " chin-chins' them, after
the manner in which praying before the altar is performed in
Bhuddist temples, as if to induce them by his entreaties to
exert their strength; again he gives them a sound licking, or
appears to do o, all round, and so on. He is the fool of the
gang, and for along time we congdered' the firss whom we
saw act in this capacity to be really an idiot. The lineis
now paid out from on board the junk, and made fast nearly
amidships on a level with the gunwale, but is prung upwards
by a supernumerary line coming from the-mast-head, and wo
sheer out into the stream to clear an outstanding rock; then
in again and the line is shortened, and dif the trackers start
with a shout, and lay to their work like thoroughbreds.
These are the SzZchuan boatmen; we may well call them
voyageurs.

For three miles above the town of I-chang the river re-
tains the same character as it has for some distance below,
except that on the right shore the banks are high and rocky;
and in width theriver haslessened nothing since dividing from
the waters of Tung-ting Lake, being a good half-mile acr oss;
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but suddenly, as if by magic, we lose the " Son of the Ocean,"
and in its stead an impetuous current comes rushing towards
us out of a long deep cleft in the mountains to the westward.
The mouth of this gorge is not above two hundred and fifty
yards in width, and its sides mount up vertically to three and
five hundred feet, broken into crevices and ledges, where ferns
and creepers of the brightest green flourish on the scanty soil
of the moss-covered rock by the Sdes of dripping waterfalls;
other plants, nestling in holes and corners, live a sunless ex-
istence, and relieve the rocky aspect of much of its harshness;
while the dark foliage of small pine-trees on the tops of the
diffs, and an occasona bunch of bamboo, flourishing in all the
freshness of spring, with the rugged peaks and sides of tho -
higher mountains in the background, make up a scene of
wild grandeur which beffles description, and might test the
skill of no mean artist. The deep dark appearance of the
water shut in from much of the light of day by the stupen-
dous dde-wdls of rock, and the distant part of.the gorge
tinged by the bright atmospheric blue, yet still without end,
and only broken by a miniature-looking junk with her
goread of white canvas—this view, as it burst so unex-
pectedly on us as we rounded " Mussulman Point," and.shut
out I-chang and the plain of Hoo-J>eh, is one that will never
become dimmed in my recollection by the lapse of time.
| shall dways remember—and it will recall many pleasing

associations too—the entrance of the Urst gorge on the Tang-
tszo.

Our firg day from I-chang we made ten geographica
miles, which carried usjust above the upper end of " I-chang
Gorge," the course through which is firs west-by-north, and
then northerly.  After the novety of the thing wore df, this
kind of travelling, where the view is so confined, became
tedious, and we were glad to see a little more daylight on
emerging from the dark shadows. At a smal recess, which
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occurs about half-way through, there is an excise establish-
ment ; we were not interfered with, however, Ty the officials,
but they came across the river for the purpose of taking a
look at the novel description of human cargo which our junk
carried. We tried soundings with the lead, but could find no
bottom with sixteen fathoms in the middle, and got five, and
sometimes more, close in to the banks. The mode of pro-
gresson was for the most part with oars, of which the crew
pulled about eight on either side, sanding up to their work
facing the bows, and taking short and quick strokes, ssamp-
ing and singing away merrily the whole time. Occasionally
we came to a part of the river where the shore, not being
" quiteprecipitous, allowed of a short spell of tracking; and
advantage was always taken of such a place, it being much
eader than rowing in so strong a current. When the wind
was fair, and it is always ether right asern or ahead in
these narrow passes, the sail, a large square cotton one,
was used, which was a very great help. The geological
nature of this gorge was the conglomerate and sandstone
aready mentioned, and a kind of hard limestone; but
on this subject | shall have more to say by and by.

Three or four junks, containing military levies proceeding
up country to take part againét the rebels of Sz'chuan,
halted for the night near where we had taken up our station ;
and these same boats, sometimes ahead and sometimes fol-
lowing, kept company with us for the next day or two, affording
us plenty of opportunities for making acquaintance with the
braves. They are usually what would be called, among most
communities, " ugly-looking customers,” and, if all | hear be
true, they do not belie their appearance. A brave seems not
very particular about his nether garments, except that the
lower part of hislegs and his ankles are bandaged with black
or dark blue cotton—a practice by the way common among
the male sex throughout Sz'chuau; but ho invariably wears
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a loose tunic of scarlet,-yellow, or other gaudy colour, on
which his number and the name of the corps to which he be-
longs are marked on awhite circular patch in front—paossbly
desgned for the enemy to aim at—and again on his back, in.
the largest Chinese characters that can be inscribed on so
gnall asoldier. His queue, which is interwoven with a great
deal of false hair and black sk, is coiled about his bead, and
round it he has twisted a turban of large dimensons. The
practice of wearing turbans seems to be confined to these
fellows, although most of the people in the western country,
especially the boatmen, wear a single piece of blue or white
cotton tied round the head; but the head-piece of the brave
isof " brobdingnagian " proportions. Occasonally you see
one with a matchlock, but they are for the most part armed
only with a short svord or knife worn in the girdle. These
gentlemen of the professon of arms, or | had better perhaps
say plunder—no offence to the heroes of Yuen-ming-yuen by
the way—seemed inclined to be pretty familiar with us, and
were m most cases not disrespectful; but still | have to
record, even during the first few days of our acquaintance,
an unpleasant occurrence with one of their cloth, who stood
in the way of a member of our party while engaged in
sketching an interesting scene on the river, and, in place of
moving quietly away when &keal in the most polite English
to do so, clutched the handle of his large knife, for which
piece of impertinence he was ingtantly knocked down, and
no more was heard of the matter.

The junk in which we were now travelling, and which we
had hired at 1-chang to take us as far as Quai-chow for the
matter of fifty-five thousand copper cash, was a S7 chuan
" travdling" or passenger junk. She wasnot nearly as com-
modious or convenient as our former craft, being wanting
in the platform round the outside; besides, the roof of the
housed portion was so taken up with coils of bamboo ropt *
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and lines, which were constantly being required for use, or
being recoiled* that it was difficult to find a place anywhere
outside of our cabin where you were not in somebody's way.
We found it, therefore, rather an unpleasant change, particu-
larly as the warm weather was now coming on; but it could
not be helped, for it was the only kind of passenger-junk used
on this pp,r*f the river. The forward half of the boat was
uncovered, and the cook had his fire and copper in a hole in
the middle. At night, or when we halted on account of the
rain, a framework was quickly set up over this portion, and,
being covered with waterproof mats, made a shelter under
which the grew dept. The regular cargojunks are much
larger, some being above a hundred feet in length, with only
a comparatively small portion housed over. All these
Sz chuan junks are of much the same form, with flat bottoms,
gguare bows, and turned-up derns, and are strongly put
together to resist the knocking about which they get in the
rapid and rocky portions of the river.

Soon after starting the next morning, the 6th of April, we
experienced a heavy thunderstorm; the vivid flashes of light-
ning among the crags and peaks of the mountain-tops, and
the continued reverberations of thunder,—echoing and re-
echoing from the nearer cliffs and dopes»of their sides, and
then taken up by themoredistant heights on either sde of the
magnificent river,—were extremely impressve. "There is
but one God," they seemed to say, " and these are Hisworks,
and this His voice Then after a deluge of rain, as the
weather cleared up, and the mists dowly rolled up thevalleys,
and clouds yet hung over the mountain-tops, the little rills,
now increased to impetuous torrents, came tumbling down
the dark hill-sdes, and leapt from high precipices, till they
reached the turbid current beow, which was rushing with
irresistible force past the rocky impediments that here im-
peded its onward course. The scene was one that would
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sldom be witnessed elsewhere.  Foreign residents on tliu
seaboard, desirous of a relief from the confinement of bus-
ness, would do well to take a trip into the interior, and, with-
out going beyond the limits of the provincein which Hankow
gands, they might see some of the finest river scenery in
the world. This might be easlly done by going overland
fron Hankow to I-chang, or, better still, a large party
might take a seamer from Shanghai the whole way up;
and then from I-chang, a couple of days by boat would take
them beyond some of the finest rapids and into the midst of
the gorges, afew hours run down with the rapid current
putting them again on board their own craft; after which |
am sure they would admit that they had been well repaid for
the little inconveniences incident to travelling unddr any
circumstances. '

The firg rapid on the Yang-tsze occurs at a bend of the
river shortly above thewest end of " I-chang Gorge™ at a
distance of fifteen miles from I-chang, where some islands
of rock stand out towards the middle of the stream, and large
boulders of granite line.the shores, indicating an uneven bed
in the river. « Here, although in April it could hardly be
called & rapid, the rush of water in June was very srong,
and immediately below were strong eddies and whirls. A
small village stands on the right bank, just above this rapid;
and less than a mile distant to the south, some high rugged
peaks mark the end of a mountain-range of about two thou-
sand feet in height, which runs thence in a south-westerly
direction, nearly parallel with a short reach of the river, all
along which lie heaps of granite boulders, forming small
ilands and promontories, causing the river to narrow in some
places to 150 yards. Then we.come to the village of Shan-
tow-pien, where the river, pursuing a straight course south-
cast, is obstructed by a couple of dangerous rapids, and runs
the whole way with a very strong current, while the shores
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gre still broken with boulders and solid rock. The scenery
here is very fine, for the hills near the river are not of such
a height as to impede the view beyond, fine mountains, being
in sight on every sSide, but particularly to the west, where a
very decided and precipitous range, having an dtitude of
about 2500 feet above the river, runs northward, and, crossng
the river, causes the next but only;a short gorge, known
as "Lu-kan," the entrance to which may be seen in the
distance. However, a fev miles farther, another, the " Mi-
tan,” hems in the river for a couple of miles, whence a
portion of the stream, very full of rocks and reefs, carries
you up to Kwe—a small walled town, with neither trad*o nor
anything else to give it importance—standing on doping
ground on the left bank, thirty-nine miles from I-chang.

But we did not g&t up in such a hurry, for, what with the
difficulty of the navigation and the badness of the weather
combined, we did not reach much above Shan-tow-pien, and
halted at the foot of the rapid of Kwa-dung on the 6th; and
it was on the fourth day from I-chang that we passed Kwd,
our men having had hard work to get the boat up some of
the more difficult places.

A very necessary prelude to the ascent of arapid is for the
skipper to go ashore with some strings of cash, and beat up all
the people he can find (there is usually a permanent or tem-
porary village cdose a hand) to help in hauling the line.
Then all hands being ashore, except two or three men to
manage the long sweep-oar (which projects out from the bow
of the boat, and is used to shoot her out into the current, so
as to clear rocks, which the steersman unaided would be
unable to avoid), and two more to attend to the paying out
and hauling in the tracking-line and to pole df rocks, and all
else being ready, the strongest bamboo line being in use, the
word is given and df the trackers start, sometimes eighty or
ahundred on the line at once, and the boat stems the troubled
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waters and seadily ascends.  Frequently thereis a hitch in
the performance caused by the line getting foul of a rock
out in the water, and then one or two of the mog daring ven-
tureto svim out and clear it; or the junk itsdf runson a
sunken rock, and then great is the thumpingon a small drum
by the one-eyed cook, and shouting to sop the trackers
hauling, which, amid the noise of the rapid and the general
hubbub, isno easy matter. Then thereis great difficulty to
get her of the Yock, and the boatmen have often to go into
tho water in the middle of the rapid. When she garts again,
perhaps she goes safdy up; or it may be the line breaks,
and then away go boat and cargo at the mercy of the cur-
rent, and probébly do not bring up till she isa mile or two
below; and not then, if she should strike a rock and gu down
in the middle, as sometimes happens. It isan animated and
enlivening sight to see half-a-dozen boats following one an-
other up arapid, to hear the criesand shouts of the voyageurs
echoed back from the diffs the fellows scrambling over tho
rocks the crews working away on board to keep the boats
from impending danger; and yet it is a scene that one may
00 enacted any day, on any one of the rapids between Kwel
and |-chang on the Yang-tsze Kiang.

Now let me say a word or two concerning these rapids as
influencing the future navigation of this great artery 6f China.
In thefirst place it must be known that the state of tho river
depends on the seaons.  Our expedition passed up in April,
when, although not at its lowest (for the water was very
muddy), tho great summer rise—caused by the melting of
the snow on the mountains between China and Tibet, and the
highlands of the latter region—had not commenced. Were-
passed thisportion of the river in June, when it was probably
nearly at its highest, and had in appearance totally changed,
rapids existing where there were none before, while former
ones, by the riao in tho water, had become smoothed over.
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Wewere told at I-chang (and this agreed with information we
obtained at other places) that the river is highest in June,
continues high till the ninth month, say October, and is at
its lowest in December, when its waters are said to be clear.
During the great flood of 1860 the water rose at I-chang up
to the permanently-built houses on the top of the bank, which
were twenty feet above the water-level in June, 1861. Such
an additiona rise, where the river is hdf a mile wide, must
have been enormousin the gorges and confined portion above;
and we noted, on our upward voyage, water-lines on the pre-
cipitous Sdes of the gorges up to seventy feet above the level
at that time; and al houses in the narrow parts are at avery
congderable height.

The velocity of the current we had no means of deter-
mining as we ascended, for, our mode of getting aong being
to keep in “he back eddies and close aong the rocks, the
" Patent Log," which we had used on the lower river, was
here of nouse. However, by the time we took coming down
.dream, we measured the force of the current to average, be-
tween Qua-chow and I-chang, 9x knots (geographical miles)
per hour; while, bdow I-chang, for thirty miles it was not
over four, and bdow that still less. Some of the rapids ran
at least ten knots. .

With regard to the situations of the rapids, | have before
6tated that the first occurs at fifteen miles above the city of
|-chang, in the province of Hoo-peh, though in winter there
may possibly be no rapid there at al. Thence upwards the
course of the Yang-tsze is interrupted by rapids, more or less,
as far as Chung-king in Sz'chuan, and even beyond that; but
the greater number are mere minor rapids caused by the low-
ness of the water, and during summer would certainly be no
obstruction to steam navigation, and most probably not even
in printer.  In the section of river from I-chang to Quai-
ehow, a distance of 102 miles, in which are the principal
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gorges, the case is different. Here occur many rapids, seme
of which arebad both during high and low water; and though
| cannot here particularise them, so as to give a separate de-
scription of each, they will all be found marked on the
large chart; the words are beow Kwei, and near the village
of Shan-tow-pien.

But the question is, Is the river suitable for ‘steam navi-
gation? The opinion that my colleagues and mysdf came
to on this matter was, that for esteamers of any kind to
ascend the rapids without being towed would certainly be
impossible during low water, and probably so when the
water was high; and that the only steamers that could
ascend the rapids, or navigate any portion of the river above
|-chang with safety, would be short, flat-bottomed, and full-
powered vessels, with unconnected wheds and separate
engines, something smilar to the boats on the Upper
Missssppi. A forward rudder, jar sweep on the principle of
the Szchuan junks, might be requisite; and light draft of
water would be a condderation on the score of not catching
the current sdeways, and sheering off in eddies and whirls.
No anchoring-ground being obtainable in many parts, vessels
would require means for securing them to the shore. The
difficulty of want of water need not be apprehended at any of
the rapids, and, as to hauling up a small steamer, there
would not, | think, be more difficulty, when aided by the
engines, than with the large junkswhich now ply on the river.
With another clause inQrted in the treaties between foreign
Powers and His Celestial Majesty, in regard to foreign
bottoms above the open ports—and perhaps without—we
may look forward to the time when steam-vessdls, con-
dructed, or at any rate put together, at Shanghai, will be
ploughing the upper waters of the great Yang-tsze Kiang,
even beyond tho highest point- reached by itsfirs explorers
in 1861; and we may yet hear of ordinary travellers from

K



130 GORGES AND KAPIDS. CHAP. VIII.

Calcutta, to save the time and inconvenience of the sea-
voyage by way of Singapore, coming an overland route
through Burmah to meet these sseamers in Yu-nan.

On Sunday the 7th of April, having been hauled up the
Kwa-dung rapid in the morning, where a small idand of rock
gands in mid-stream, we continued on for a few miles up a
rocky portion of theriver. The weather was dull and rainy,
and lowering clouds hung in heavy masses below the moun-
tain peaks, velling much of the scenery in that uncertainty
which leaves scope for the imagination to picture forms and
features to suit its own taste, often more grand and beautiful
than the original. But in this case the reality was quite
equal to the phantasm, for, when returning through this
part of the country in June, we remarked that as a combi-
nation of mountain and river scenery it equalled, if it did
not excel, any portion of the Upper Yang-tsze which we had
seen.  Shortly before one o'clock, on rounding a point of the
river, we suddenly opened to view a huge split in the moun-
tain mass ahead of us. It was the second, or " Lu-kai*"
gorgfe, by which the river escapes, as through a funnd. As
we entered, the gloom was very impressive; huge walls of
rock rise'vertically on either hand to a prodigious height,
with'great table-shaped dabs standing out from the face of
the diff, for all the world like the sounding-boards of pulpits,
hanging from which are long pointed stalactites, and on the
upper surfaces of some are trees, looking like diminutive
bushes, whose roots droop in festoons from their edges. This
IS not a long gorge, but it is much more imposing than the
first one, and it should be visited by any one who may go up
specially to see the gorges of the Yang-tsze. * As | now
write, | think | see it before me in.all its stern grandeur,
and | can well say with Humboldt, that " such recollections,
like the memory of the sublimest works of poetry and the
arts, leave an impresson which is neverto be effaced.”
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Divine service was performed in the afternoon; and one
could not but fed that we were in a dtuation, and under cir-
cumstances, where the word of our Maker had full force; and
| have ever fdt, when amid the wild solitude of Nature, that |
have been more inclined to centre my thoughts on réeligion,
and to give expresson to supplications for mercy at the
hands of the Great Author, than when cooped-up in closdy
crammed churches among the busy haunts of mammon. And
| will eveh go so far asto say that divine service performed in
camp by a plain chaplain, in the open air, surrounded by men
whose professon isthat of blood and strife, has more effect
on me than the most impressve of our cathedral services.

Soon after four o'clock we reached the village and rapid
of Tsing-tan; in fact, there is a village on either sde the
river at this place, but that on the left bank, or northern
ghore, was the principal one. Built at some height above the
water, and, owing to the broken nature of the ground, having
none of the monotonous sameness of the villages of the
low countiy, with grand mountain-scenery all around, and
the foaming but magnificent river beow, these places gave
us the idea of some of the villages in the higher valleys of
the Alps. The rapid being one of consderable strength, the
ordinary bamboo towing-line was changed for a-much stouter
one, and the junk was secured by a strong hawser to a rock
while the preparations for the ascent were going forward. A
number of the villagers, both old and young, turned out, and,
for the payment of a few cash which the skipper arranged,
they tackled on their breast-draps to theline. We counted,
including our boatmen, 103 people, and, if so many were re-
quired to Jiaul up our craft, many more must be requisite for
the large Sz chuan cargojunks. At a sgnal givén on board,
tho line is stretched, the hawser cast df, and the large bow-
sweep sheersthejunk out into the foaming water, and then is

K 2
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regulated so as to keep her at the required distance from the
bank, and to avoid sunken rocks. In this ascent we managed
to strike one rock, when in an eddy, pretty heavily, and, had
it not been for the use of a spar of hard wood which is pro-
jected forward and eased in-board by a kind of sopper-rope
made fast to thejunk, and twisted three or four times round
the spar, we should have suffered much more severely.

At 530 we reached the head of the rapid, and immedi-
ately entered the "Mi-tan,” or "rice month" gorge. This
was in no way inferior to its predecessor, the diffs rising
aluyst vertically eight and'nine hundred fest, with the srata
much inclined, dipping to the north-west; nor could we
manage to obtain bottom with the lead except close in to the
rocks, where we got twelve fathoms. We halted for the
night just out of this gorge, and next day, the 8th of April,
after passing a reach where several reefs and rocks showed
above the water, which, in its present stage, caused the whole
to be almost a rapid, we came to Kwei, where are a number
more reefs caused by the inclination of the strata.  There is
also a pretty strong rapid, when the water is high, right
oppodite the place; and, to afford facilities for tracking up
the boats along the steep bank, flights of steps and paths have
been cut oufrin the solid rock, an arrangement which we ob-
served not only here, but in many places on the river; and
at other points chains have been fastened to the face of
vertical cliffs to assist in getting junks along, where there is
no foothold on shore for trackers. The country around is
very mountainous, and it is interesting to see in what places
Chinamen's huts are perched, to take advantage of some few
yards of level ground for cultivation. Some of the hills, a
thousand feet above theriver, are thus cultivated in patches
to their summits. Kwei isjust on the line of 31° north lati-
tude, as shown by an observation obtained on the downward
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voyade two miles west of it; it lies NW. by W- from
I-chang, from which it is disant by the windings of the
river thirty-ninemiles.

We had not proceeded more than a couple of miles above
Kwel, when we came to a place where coal was being worked
out of the hill-side, on the right or south shore of theriver;
and asthis is the first place where it occurs on the Yang-
tsze itsdf, | may mention that during the remainder of our
voyage we saw a great deal of coal, and the regions are—
first, from Kwe to Wan; then again in the ranges of hills
which cross the country in the neighbourhood of ChungJ”g;
and lastly, near Su-chow, and between that and Ping-Shan.
The last apj>eared to us the best, the specimens having
proved it to be so, and it was worked much more extensively
than lower down: | shall have occason to "gek ‘of this
subject at greater length hereafter. As to the mines, they
are small galleries driven horizontally into the sdes of the
hills. Between Kwea and Quai-chow the coal does not seem
to be of a very good quality, and no trouble is taken to get
it out in large lumps; it is pounded up, mixed with water
and loam, and then dried into bricks, in which form it has
much the appearance of " Patent Fuel,”" and stows wdll.
Wo brought away small specimens from each place, and
they have been examined, among other mineralogical speci-
mens, by the authorities at the Museum of Practical Geology
in London, and by several competent judges, who agree that
the formation of all this part of the Yang-tsze isthat of the
true coal-measures. Wherever we found coal, the rock
was a kind of grey sandstone; and | observed that it was
everywhere the same, whether in Hoo-peh or in Sz'chuan,
although the localities were hundreds of miles apart, so that
it must all be of much the same age. | remarked also that,
wherever there was coal near this sandstone, such portions
of the rock as were exposed to the action of water and the
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atmosphere along the shore were glossed on the surface,
as if polished with a greasy substance like black-lead,
although seldom quite black. This may perhaps throw some
light on the nature of the rock; but | must leave the
deductionsto be drawn by geologists. So unvarying is this,
that wherever you sec this peculiar dark glaze on the sand-
stone on the Upper Yang-tsze, you may be sure there is
coal. .

From Kwei we stopped once before we came to Pa-tung,
the last town in the province of Hoo-peh. It is a small
plare without a wall, situated on rather steep doping ground
onme right bank; and on the opposte sde stands ajoss
house, at a consderable height above the river. Above this,
the hills bordering the river are for some few miles rather
less steep, and two or three streams enter. We passed one
rapid and then came to the mouth of a gorge where are situ-
ated the rapid and village of Kwan-du-kow. High precipitous
mountains rise on either hand, which, where the rock is not
bare, are covered with a growth of small brushwood, and
woods of small pine and cedar occur In some places; but
wherever the dopes are such as to admit of cultivation, they
are occupied for that purpose by the industrious country
people; while below, on the river, others are employed catch-
ing fish by various devices, among which the common scoop-
net, used by one person standing on a point of rock in a
rapid, or anywhere that the current is swift, is so frequent
that, in the visons of gorges and rapids which occasionally
haunt my recollection, the stolid Chinaman, in his bamboo
hat and reed palettt, continually dipping his net automaton-
like, and as constantly bringing out nothing, is ever in the
foreground of the picture.

The gorge, commencing at the village of Kwan-du-kow, is
continuous as far as the city of Wu-shan, a distance of over
twenty miles, and is the longest on the river. About half-
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way through is the boundary between the provinces of I100-
peh and SZchuan. The course of the river is nearly directly
cast, and one might, were it not pointed out, pass the place
of boundary without notice; but the voyageurs drew our at-
tention to the fact that we were entering their native country,
and the old grey-bearded ipper went off into a long disqui-
gtion on the superiority of that favoured province over the
rest of China; while our Chinese servants and Mr. Scheres
diew sky's teacher, who were Kiang-su men, and had been
listening to the marvellous stories related by the boatmen,
seemed to look upon it that in entering Sz'chuan they were
commencing a pilgrimage in a foreign land; and}rom this |
think commenced the growth of their disinclination towards
the idea of going out of China, which, though it "ves never
openly professed, yet, from their becoming sick ono after an-
other, and chiming in so readily when any objections were
raised against our further progress, was sufficiently evident
to some of us; and | believe that, notwithstanding duo
weight be given to mandarins, rebels, and boat-skippers, the

fallure of our enterprise was in a great measure caused by
treachery in our own camp.

On the south side the boundary was marked by a narrow
glen running into the mountains, on the Sz'chuan or western
side of which were a fgv houses that, in thiswild and deso-
late region, did duty for avillage. On the northern bank
the boundary is half a mile lower down, and is marked by «i
mountain dream or creek coming down a narrow ravine.
We halted for. the night a couple of miles or so above this
point; and next morning, being favoured by a fresh breeze,
we emerged from the regions of darkness and camo to Wu-
shan (hien). Thiswas our firsg $oht of a SZ'chuan town, and
we looked. eagerly to detect if possble some change in the
appearance of a Chinese city; but no—it was the same lead-
coloured mass, overtopped by the curved roofs of one or two
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congpicuous temples, and kept together by four antiquatod-
looking walls, with the usual half pagoda and half house-like
dructures over the gates and at the angles. It was of the
regular pattern, and might have been punched out of the same
mould with half a thousand others. A tributary of small size
enters the Tang-tsze at this point from the north. | ought
to have mentioned that at the last place, Patung, we ob-
tained supplies at the following prices. fowls, 240 cash each;
flour, 34 cash per "king" or catty; and eggs, four cash
apiece. This last was the same as we had paid all along
from Hanjpw; but a shilling apiece for fowls, in a fowl
country, seemed rather exorbitant.

A discovery was made by us this day, which, if it be a cor-
rect one, will account for a multitude of incongr uities, namely,
that a Chinese * [i" is’'not an actual measure of distance,
being longer or shorter according to the nature of the
country; but that a day'sjourney is reckoned at one hundred
li, either on a river or by land. When we hit upon this
mode of reckoning, we seemed to have got the keyto Chinese
distances, and we were able to account for a place being thirty
li (ten miles) distance when it was within half an hour's walk
of us, or our having easily travelled a hundred and twenty li
in one day, when we knew for certain that we had not gone
over fifteen miles. Whether this agrees in theory with the
Celestial mode of reckoning length, | leave to the learned in
the language to determine; but as a practical hint | would
caution future travellers against believing all they hear in
China.

From Wu-shan to Quai-chow is about a day's travelling;
we will say nothing about the li in this instance. The first
reach above the former pUbe obtained the name of " Poison
Reach,” from the fact of my having incautiously eaten
several nuts having something of the appearance and taste
of Brazil nuts, but which, as was afterwards discovered.
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arc used for the manufacture of oil. | was seized with
acute pains in the bowels, vomiting, purging, and crampsin
the ssomach and legs; and it was not until after much suffer-
ing, and by the aid of morphia and laudanum administered
by the Doctor in sufficient quantity to have killed any man
under ordinary circumstances, that | got over the effects.
| would caution all future wanderers in these regions against
thisfruit. It grows on atree not unlike a small walnut-tree;
the flower is rather pretty,.of white and pink. The tree is
called " Tung-shu,” and seems to be much cultivated in these
parts, and the nut is known asthe " Tung-tsze."
made out in England to be Eloococca verrucosa.

Before coming to Qua-cHfow there is yet another gorge to
be passed. It is a short one, and known as™ Fung-siang,"
or Wind-box. Although the last, it is by no means the least
in grandeur. One pass at its upper end is not over 150 yards
across; diffsrise towering above to a prodigious height, and
large caverns have been scooped out by the mighty current,
allowing of fishing-boats lying in perfect security from the
wind and weather. We went through aided by an easterly
breeze, and our boatmen made the gorge resound wi$i their
wild shouts, which echoed to and fro between the vertical
cliffson either hand. They Were'calling for the wind; and
it is curious that this whistling or shouting is, among so
many different nations, the recognised method-of propitiating
Boreas. An”tisolated rock stands out nearly in mid-stream;

aswo emerge from the gorge, atall white pagoda comes in
view, and'Quai-chow lies before us.

[tr has been
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CHAPTEE IX.

EASTERN SZ'CHUAN.

ARRIVED at Quai-chow (foo), our firg business was to deter-
mine how we were to proceed onwards. the choice lay
between the land and the water, the latter having the advan-
tage of ease of travelling and the opportunity of surveying
the river; but as we had progressed so sowly thus far, we
were desrous, for the sake of saving time, to take to the
land. Sending cards—pieces of red paper with our names
inscribed on them in large Chinese characters with Indian, or
rather China, ink—two of the party proceeded without delay
to the " Yamun" of the Prefect, or Governor, to whom
admittance was gained without difficulty. Offidal duty at
Canton had worn off any novelty for me in Yamun visits
and Chinese ceremonies, and, not having recovered from the
effects of the dose of .poison taken on the day previous, |
kept the Doctor company' on board thejunk. Meanwhile, in
plain English, trandated of course into Chinese, the Prefect
was informed who we were and our object, and his assstance
was requested in forwarding our views, in i*p course of
which the " Treaty of Ticn-tsin" was referred to, but ho
seemed to be ignorant of anything concerning it, except the
bare fact of its existence, and therefore, as we had a number
of copies of that peculiar document, he was presented with
one. And | should here mention that, notwithstanding it
expressy stipulates that the convention was to be published
throughout the empire, at no singlo place on our route after
we parted with Admiral Hope's squadron did we find it
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pogsed, or that the inhabitants had any knowledge of it; and
farther, at many places the mandarins themsalves admitted
that it had never reached them at all. TLe ushopethat the
Prince of Kung, fron whom s0 much more is expected than
any Chinaman, | think, is capable df, will, when he reads
this book—and | shall prevail on the publisher to send him
a gopy—have this eror rectified.

The busgness with this Cdegtial Prefect was overlaid and
interlaid with an immense amount of small-talk; but thg
upshat of the conversation was that the Prefect, who was a
very polite old man, gave us his advice that we had better
not think of leaving the river, as it was by far the eadest
way of travelling; in fact, that there exised only the mog
inferior road by land from Quai-chow westward; that the
regular route left the river at a place called Wan some few
days further up, whence we should find ready means of
getting to Ching-tu, the capital of SZchuan, which was a
prindpal point in our intended journey, as we had lettersto
the Viceroy, who is at the same time Governor of Tibet, and
from whom we expected to obtain the requiste authority for
travdling as government offidals over the Yun-ling moun-
tains to Lassa. Whether the Prefect told the truth or nat, |
cannot pretend to say,—the chances are againg him; and |
congder thisto have been " shunt off" the fird.

The Chinexe have a nation that foreigners can see into the
ground, and can tell whether it contains minerals or treasure.
This is, | am told, a very general impresson with them, and
hence, perhaps ther antipathy to Europeans traveling by
land. | fancy that a geologist mug have at some time asto-
nished their Cdegial minds by indicating the existence of a
valuable mineral substance in a certain locality, and .thus
have given rise to this bdlief.

Having carried out, his ingructions by accompanying the
expedition iuto S chuan, Captain Mur-king-kow,—the officer
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whom | have already mentioned as having been sent by the
Viceroy of the "two Hoos"—notwithstanding he had con-
stantly expressed a wish to accompany us into Tibet, and
had even thrown out hints of his desre to visit our " honour-
able native country,” decided on returning home. He had,
we supposed, " made his pile,* as a Califomian would say, by
extracting from the petty mandarins along the route mon’y
to pay his way, although there can be no doubt that he lived
on us the whole time. However, it is the cussom of the
country; and although, when this theoretically perfect
system of government was worked without intrigue and
abuse, it would not have been tolerated, alas! thereis now
nothing but a system of squeeze within squeeze from highest
to lowest, and a mandarin is necessarily arogue. | recollect,
on our return to civilization, taking a walk with a friend after
the heat of the day to the top of a hill at Hankow which
overlooks theriver. The Taipingswere at the time reported
to be near at hand, and the whole garrison of Wu-chang was
in readiness for them. Over the top of the hill runs a part
of the wall of Han-yang, and the little pagoda stands in an
enclosed space. A number of three-cornered banners floated
from the wall, being stuck into crevices or propped up with
piles of bricks, and digributed equally along the line of
defence.  As we were contemplating the scene of inundation
which presented itself on all ddes, a Chinaman began to
take down these banners and sow them away carefully in
the pagoda, while another was in place of each substituting
a paper lantern, until, as the shades of evening drew in, the
illumination was complete. Across the river the walls of
Wu-chang, which are of great extent, were similarly lighted
up, and had a most animated appearance, not really so ani-
mated as they should have been, however, for my friend, as
he descended the hill, said, " Each of those flags and lante;ns
represents a tfian—you know, every soldier carries a banner
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by day and a lantern at night;—and, believe me, the Im-
perial Government at this very time is paying some one,
perhaps a mandarin high in office arich merchant, or some
large proprigtor, for the number of soldiers these things re-
present, while the two coolies you saw are the only men he
finds. If it were known at the proper place, the individual
would asuredly be decapitated; yet such corruption and
villany exist throughout the public departments, that these
frauds are overlooked, and the reason is—bribery. Isit likely
that rebeswill be put down in thisway ? and what can we
expect to result from Budh a state of things? "

In place of our gallant protector,”a Lieutenant of the
Cdedial army was appointed; along with six soldiers, as a
guard; aboat being found them by the Prefect. We also
here erigaged a second junk for ourselves, finding that tbein-
crease of the heat caused dose sowing to become " disagree-
able; and while the skippers were making preparations for
our farther progress we scribbled &' few lettersto our friends
and rdations, detailing how we had thus far progpered. These
were made up into a sealed packet addressed to the repre-
sentative of Mdiigs Dent and Co. at Hankow, with an order
for the payment of five dollars on ddivery written on the
outsgde in Chinese characters. The Tartar Captain, who was
to gart in a day or two, took charge of the packet, and we
subsequently learned that he delivered it in safety. One of
the letterswasto the Editor of the « North-China Herald' for
the information of the foreign community at Shanghai; and
asit gives atolerable summary of the first part of our voyage,
| give it with the editorial remarks upon it entire :—

" The interest which ' The Child of the Ocean/ ' The Great
River/ and par excellence' The River'—asthe Chinese call it
—is now creating in the commerda world, recelves addi-
tional prominence from every new feature or incident con-
nected with it. Not the least s0 is the e><p'|5ra1ion of ita
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upper waters beyond the treaty boundary, whether its object
be scientific or mercantile; we therefore have pleasure in
giving below the copy of a letter we have received from one
of the party who left Shanghai in February last to trave
through Thibet to India. After taking leave of the steamer
that conveyed them to the Tung-ting Lake they proceeded
dowly, againg the current, to I-chang. There, having to
changether boats, they found difficulty in procuring any, as
they w're all engaged to convey troops to the easward for
the Imperialistss. The mandarins and people everywhere
treated them with respect and civility. Nothing appeared to
be known respecting thetreaty. They passed several rapids;
the strength of some was very great in the narrow passes
between the mountains which impiuge on the river. They
had but little shooting, and few adventures worth relating. At
Wan (hien), their next haliing-place, they hoped to be able to
leave the river, and proceed across country to Ching-tu, the
capital of Sze-chuen, which is about half-way from Quai-
chow, where they were, to the borders of Thibet. The
military mandarin who had accompanied them thus far from
Hankow would not proceed farther, having reached the
border of the province to which he belonged—Hupeh. He

left our friendsin good health, and brought their letters to
Hankow.

" ' Quai-chow, Yang-tsze Biver, Province of Sz'chuan,
12th Apn% 1861.

'MY DEAR SIR,—In taking a chance and unexpected
opportunity—for | much doubt if this letter will ever reach
you—I| have but a few moments to tell you how our
expedition, in which jou manifested so much interest, has
fared.

. " " Parting with the naval squadron at Yo-chow, at the
outlet of Tung-ting Lake, a tedious voyage of eleven days™
tedious from its comparative downess after steaming—'md
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Ihrough an uninteresting country—uninteresting on account
of its flathess—we arrived on the 27th March at Kin-chow
(foo), or rather Shasze, the port as it were of the former,
which is about a mile digant from the river, and is more of a
Tartar town than a mercantile place. This (Shasze) wasthe
first place having anything of a business-like appearance, the
number of up-country junks attesting a condderable trade
with Szchuan, in the way of cotton up, and slk, sugar,
tobacco, and such like, down.

“‘The country we had previoudy passed through was
purdy agricultural, and one immense plain, which indeed
may be said to extend the whole disgance from Hankow on
the north sde of the Tang-tsze, and so0 low' that inundation is
only prevented by the exisence of embankments (enormous
works) apparently of great age.

“¢ About six miles above Kin-chow is the mouth of a river
sad to communicate with Tungting Lake, and to be a
shorter route to Yochow than by the Yang-tsze, which is
very tortuous, and this may account for the small number
of junks which we observed bdow it. However, one ought
to have expected a great difference in the amount of craft,
for it would appear that the imports at Hankow—our
uppermost open port—incduding coal, are derived rather
from Hoo-nan, surrounding Tung-ting Lake, than from the
Upper Yang-tsze. In fact, one would be inclined to call the
Yang-tsze above the Tung-ting outlet by another name as

rtither a tributary of theothor. In size it is wanting one-half
above this point.

" «Above Kin-chow the country soon becomes hilly and
even mountainous. The towns of Chi-kiang (hien) and Itu
(hien) are passed, and proceeding up a most picturesque part
of the river we arrive at I-chang (foo), 363 geographical
miles above Hankow, and 951 up the Yangtsze, or in
round numbers 1100 English miles from Shanghai, a place



144 EASTERN SZ'CIHUAN. CIIAP. | X.

which from its Stuation must ever be of consderable im-
portance.

* ' Bdow |-chang the Yang-tsze is navigable for Seamers
of condderable sze, its width above the Tung-ting outlet
being usualy about haf a mile, and the least water when we
passed up, at which time it was probably near at its lowes,
was, in mid-channd, three fathoms in one or tw.o places, but
generally much more,

" * Knowing full well how unthankful an office it is to
have to undeceive persons on a point on which their previous
notions have been agreeable to them, | necessxily fed
somewhat disinclined to divulge our discovery—if discovery
it can be called—that the Yang-tsze above |-chang, at any
rate during this season of the year, is unsuited to steam-
navigation. At adistance of three miles above the city the
river suddenly changes its character altogether, and, narrow-
ing to less than one-hdf its former width, rushes with a strong
current through a long gorge, with stupendous diffs rising on
either hand. At fifteen miles above I-chang the first actual
rapid exists at this season, and thence upwards as far as
we now are, about one hundred miles above I-chang, its
course is through a continuous mountain country, passing
through several more gorges, and obstructed occasiondly by
rapids. But there is no want of water, for the river is very
deep in these narrows,

" *| would not give as a decided opinion that these rapids
will atogether prevent steamers from ascending to the upper
waters of the Yang-tsze, because in time light river seamers
of full power, and adapted to the peculiar navigation, may be
constructed: besides wliich, the nature of the river may be
very different under atered circumstances of high water;
for it would appear that the rise during summer is very gredt,
water-lines having been observed in the confined parts
some sxty or seventy feet above the present level. But
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then the additional force of water might present another
obstacle.

" ' Coal existsin Hoo-nan, on Tung-ting Lake, that being
the district whence Hankow is supplied. We have found it
at Kwe (not Kwe-chow), about forty miles above I-chang,
and for some distance above that in the mountainous country.

" '"Weareall in good case, and have as yet encountered
no serious difficulties, finding both mandarins and people
remarkably civil. We have travelled thus far entirely by
river, and proceed to-morrow onward towards Wan (hien),
where circumstances will decide whether we still continue on
the river, or proceed overland to Ching-tu.

" ' | would have sent you a chart of the river thus far, but
| have no time to prepare a copy. | may yet have another
chance before we are out of China. *B."

The new mandarin brought with him a new flag; and, in
place of the old yellow one, which was beginning to look the
worse for wear, a bright red banner, bearing in Chinese cha-
racters " Lord High Ambassador,” now graced the crooked
mast of our leaky craft.

Quai-chow is prettily situated, and the surrounding amphi-
theatre of hills, covered with the bright vegetation of spring,
was most lovely. A high rugged peak, which appears in one
of Dr. Barton's sketches, rises above the mouth of the Fung-
dang gorge just below the place, and the valley of a small
tributaiy which falls into the Yang-tsze at the town trends
away to the north-east. The clean white pagoda which we
had observed on emerging from the last of the gorges over-
looks the mouth of the creek, proclaiming to all travellers on
this great highway that a city is near at hand, while one or
two other smaller ones crown the hills to the rear of the
town. And | may here observe that | do not remember a
single instance of getting to a town without being made

L



146 EASTERN SZ'CHUAN. CHAP. | X.

aware of its proximity by one or more of these picturesque
dsructures presenting themselves to our view. Sometimes
there are several perched on the summits of hills around the
place, and you often are in sight of one many hours before
you reach a city. At another there is perhaps one standing
near the river a mile or so below, and often another above;
and | fancy they are intended to impress the traveller with
the dignity of the town, just as in a yamun or official reds-
dence you pass through a number of arches and gates before
you arrive at the hall of audience. And | would here also
remark that, of the hundreds of pagodas | have seen in
Southern and Central China from three to thirteen storiesin
height, | never saw one with an even number.* The city is
afoo, and is well situated, as will be seen by the map, on
high ground on the left or northern side of the river, but por-
tions of the southern wall have dipped down the bank. All
walled citiesin China have attached to their names the rank
of the governmental districts of which they are the chief
towns. They are of three grades, foo, chow, and Men, but the
second has of late years ceased to be used. Quai-chow did
not give us the idea of being a place of much busness. We
settled the balance of our boat-hire from I-chang, and
allowed something in advance for the voyage to Wan. We
had hitherto paid in Mexican dollars, but, having run out of
our supply of those useful auxiliaries, we were forced to
make an inroad on our stock of " sycee" Each of us carried
450 taels weight of silver in this form (i.e. in small lumps),
equal to about six hundred dollars, and, for fear of loss
from shipwreck or other mishap, we digributed the amount
among our different packages. Mine was tied in old socks,
and kept very various company:. one lot was in the next

* This fact seems to have escaped the attention of tho designer of the edi-
fice in the Royal Pleasure Grounds at Kew.
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compartment of a box to my sextant; another lay snugly
between two dangerous bedfellows, a bag of No. 1 shot and
atin of " Curtis and Harvey;" while the remainder was dis-
tributed so as to equalise the weight of each box as nearly
as possible, along with nautical almanacs, logarithm tables,
flanne shirts, quinine, fish-hooks, and writing-paper. A
money-changer was sent for, and came on board with his
balance-scales, and after some little time rendered us a state-
ment to a fraction of a cash—ten cash go to a halfpenny—of
the exchange, at the rate of 1720 per tael. The Sz chuan
tacl was here in use, and is of greater weight than that on
the lower river. The proportion is, 100 Sz'chuan taels equal
101-6 Shanghai, or 10248 Hankow taels. Mexican dollars

had been taken as far as|-chang, in the province of Hoo-peh,
at 1000 to 1100 cash.

The country around Quai-chow afforded a great, and to
me a most agreeable, contrast to the gorges, being under cul-
tivation to a condderable extent; and we observed peas,
beans, millet, " durra" (like large millet), barley, and
bearded wheat, besdes melons and other garden vegetables.
There were also the castor-oil plant, peaches, apricots, water
melons, hawthorn, honeysuckle, and poplars, while tlte
" Tung-shu " tree, with the poisonous fruit called " Tung-
tsze" before mentioned, was very common. We saw thick-
shelled walnuts, but not growing. A kind of dye like indigo,
if it isnot it, is grown in this part, being used for colouring
the blue cottons. The season was so far advanced, although
it was not yet the middle of April, that wheat and barley
were well in the ear, and peas and beans almost mature.

It was in this neighbourhood that we first observed the
poppy cultivated, and hence onwards it was very common;
and, from the amount which we saw along the banks of the
river, it would appear that 'the quantity of opium raised in
Sz chuan must be very large. In the same patch one sees

L'2
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pink, lilac, and white flowers, and the appearance of the
beds of poppies on the terraces of the hill-sdes among the
other crops is very beautiful. When the flower dies df,
the seed-pod, or head, is scored with several cuts vertically,
from which oozes a substance of the appearance of freshly
warmed glue; thisis collected by the farmers and their fami-
lies, who scrape it off with a knife and depost it in a little pot
which e$ch person carries for the purpose, and the operation
IS repeated every two or three days, according to the state
of the weather, which influences the yield. The plants
were conddered by one of our party, who was competent
to give an opinion, as equal to those of India. The price
of opium at Quai-chow was 3000 cash per catty, and we
paid subsequently at Chung-king 380 cash per tael weight
for some which we brought down as sample, and which was
pronounced very pure. It differed from the Indian drug in
being of a darker colour; and the result of an analysis at the
government establishment proves that it may well compete
with the far-famed " Patna." A great deal of opium is ex-
ported from the province of Sz'chuan, finding its way to
the southern and central parts of China, and this accounts
for the impossbility of getting rid of a large supply which
was sent up the Yang-tsze to Hankow on spec, on the
opening of that port to foreign trade; and although British
merchants have the credit of poisoning the whole Chinese
nation, | think it will be found that ther trade is not very
much extended beyond the coast. <A limited amount of the
Indian opium no doubt always goes up country, because
those who are able to pay for it will use it in preference to
the native produce; " a caprice" as Hue says, " only to be
accounted for from the vanity of the rich Chinese, who would
think it beneath them to smoke opium of native production;”
just as in our country the productions or manufactures of
other lands are often preferred to those of home. Such is

a
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fashion, and such | suppose it will always be. Thisis doubt-
less an important question with the government of India, for
at the present high price of the drug from that country it
cannot possibly compete with that of Sz'chuan.

The poppy crop is over by the end of May, and is followed
by sugar-cane, Indian corn, and in some digtricts cotton.
Hue mentions that for several years before 1846 Indian
opium was largely smuggled into Sz'chuan, through Yu-nan
and Burmah, and that on his way his escort was increased
for fear of meeting with the smugglers, who travelled in
bands quite openly in defiance of the law. | have remarked
furthermore that the worthy missonary does not mention a
word about the growing of the poppy in Sz'chuan, but the
reason of this may be that he traversed that province too late
in the season to observe it under cultivation.  Still onewould
think that, so thoroughly as he exhausts every subject on which
he treats, he would have told us if the drug was grown at all
in the province into which he says it was smuggled. May
we infer from his silence that this species of agriculture has
only grown up of late years? If so, it ismost likely but in
its infancy, and we may live to see a part of his prophecy
carried out by " the English going to buy opium in the ports
of China" Yet al this cultivation—for it is said to be also
grown extensively in the south-western provinces—and con-
sumption of opium, are in violation of the law, and furnish
only another instance of the universal state of decay of the
government of this wonderful country, where, to use the
words of Hue again, " pipes, lamps, and all the apparatus for
smoking opium, are sold publicly in every town, and the man-
darins themselves are the first to violate the law and give this
bad example to the people, even in the courts of justice.”

The captain of our extra junk proving a smart active
fellow, and the effect of the affair of " Skipper's Point" not
having died off,—although our boatmen were now beginning
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not to condder us quite such savages as the former crew
had given us the credit of being—we were ready on the day
after that of our arrival to start from Qua-chow. The fore-
noon of the 13th April found us again en route. The country
immediately above is hilly, with distant mountains, the soil
Is mostly of a reddish clay, which is used extensvely for
making bricks. The hills are cultivated to their summits,
and there are scattered trees, but no woods. Banks of sand
and stones are thrown out at the mouths of the small creeks
and mountain streams, which narrow and impede the river
sometimes to such an extent as to form a minor rapid, or
rather a rush of water, along the shore. Such places as
these, although they would not be the least impediment to
a craft which could ascend in mid-stream, offer some hin-
drance to junk navigation. We had not left Qua-chow
above two miles and a haf behind us, when we came to
one of these places, in endeavouring to pass which, by
means of sall and tracking together, through some misman-
agement on the part of either the hedmsman or those working
the bow-sweep, the large junk took a sheer df, broke the
bamboo line, and went twisting and twirling about in the
eddies till she drifted into a regular whirlpool, where al com-
mand of her was lost, and she heeled over so much as to cap-
gze tables and chairs and send every movesble article flying,
the effect of which was a further diminution of our already
reduced stock of crockery. The outer fan of her rudder
broke, and it was a considerable time before we could manage
by dint of pulling and sweeping her head round with the
swvegp-oar to get out of this precarious situation; we then
drifted down, and made fast to the shore some distance beow.
This ddlayed us the remainder of the day, having to send back
to Qua-chow for a carpenter; and as the weather, which had
been rainy all the forenoon, did not clear up till evening, we
were forced to amuse oursalves as best we could on board.
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Onr stock of reading matter was not large, being confined to
a volume of Knight's Half Hours, a number or two of All the
Year Bound, a Geographical Journal, and Abbé Hu€e'sworks.
When two of our party were on a visit to the white pagoda
at Quai-chow, they met with some students whom they asked
what they took us for. Ther reply was that we were from
" the Western Sea,” and that the only object we could have
in coming 0 far up theriver must be to trade, and that they
supposad us to be merchants.  Some Chinese mer chants also
made a call on us while we were at dinner, on the evening of
our stay at Quai-chow, and left their cards. They had, no
doubt, the same idea of us. But the prevailing notion among
the uneducated was, that, as we spoke a different language
from them, we must be from Canton or the neighbouring
provinces, being perfectly ignorant, | fancy, of the existence
of any people beyond the " Central Flowery Land." In fact,
Uiina to them is the world; and we mdy talk as we like of
tho influence of Western nations on the Chinese generally,
but | am inclined to agree with Hue in the opinion that " the
people at large care little enough about what is thought or
done by Europeans, whose very existence is all but unknown
to them." Asan instance of the general ignorance of the outer
world, aslate aslast year only, a model was found at Tien-tsin
accur ately representing the flag-vessel of Admiral Hope in the
unsuccessful attack on the Peiho forts in 1859, which was, T am
told, exact in all particulars, even to the bluejackets leaning
over the gunwale smoking their pipes; but the vessel'sname,
which was a rather long one and ran across the stern, had
puzzled the modéeller, so.in place he had substituted the fol-
lowing inscription:—"BASS& COSPALEALE." NO one for a
long time could interpret this, till at last some officer, sharper-
witted than his comrades, discovered in it a familiar title;
and the explanation of this seemingly curious jumble of the
alphabet turned out to be this. when the squadron retired
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after the attack referred to, the Chinese, anxious to discover
what species of barbarians they were who had disurbed ther
tranquillity, had searched along the muddy shores where the
only rdics they found were some ci-devant quart-bottles of the
deepest jet, each of them bearing the label of the maker of
the thoroughly English beverage they had contained, which
was at once taken to be the designation of the barbarians
Thusdo " ye Britishe" go half-way round the world to fight
a battle, and the only mark indicating our nationality that
we leave behind is" Bass & Co.'s Pale Ale"» But our junk's
rudder isrepaired, and the old skipper says we shall be able
to gart again in the morning. So good night!

Onp, the 14th we came to several rapids, which prevented
our doing more than fifteen miles—geographical of course
The first occurred at the village of An-ping, and is called
" Low-ma" which means" Old horse" Here, although the
rapid is one of those which may be called minor ones, and, as
| have before explained, is rather a rush of water close to
the bank than a regular rapid, we managed in the ascent to
smash our bow-swegp, which for some minutes placed us in
an awkward predicament, and the old junk struck heavily
two or three times on the rocks; but at last she was got up
without more serious damage than the increase of the leak.
The Kipper's boy, or mate, aswe called him, came to beg
one or two Chinese tallow candles from us; and with these
and some cotton he descended into the hold, and went to work
caulking the offending seams.  This boy was a source of great
annoyance to us, for the felow used to go down into the hold
four or five times daily for the purpose of baling, and always
required to get off the hatch at the most awkward times. It
Is certainly very unpleasant to be asked to move the table
and two or three chairs, on which all your paraphernalia
of gun-cleaning are methodically armnged, just as you are
In the act of putting together the lock of a Whitworth rifle,
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which you have taken to pieces for the purposs, ifjwssible,
of damaging some portion of the intricate machinery by your
cdumsy fingers, but the full annoyance of such things is only
to be felt by those who have their whole heart and soul in
guns, ther affections centred in a sear-spring, and no two
ideas beyond a greased bullet and a clean barrd. | own |
am not true gportaman enough fafiy to sympathise.

The general course on which we were now traveling was
wed, the river being usually about four hundred yards wide,
but from projecting rocks or heaps of boulders, it was some-
times contracted to half that width. We sounded, .as we
crosd the river, five different times this day, never getting
less than five and a half fathoms and on two occasons
we cosssd without getting any bottom at all with ten
fathoms of line out. The country was hilly on both banks,
with mountains to the north and east, which we occasonally
caught sight of through gaps in the nearer hills, by which the
inland waters find ther way to the Great Eiver. At one of
these places we observed a peculiar mountain-ridge broken
Into a number of sharp-pointed peaks, which we called the
"Nine Pins" The 'general rock was a grey sandgone in
horizontal drata. Coa was being worked at An-ping on the
south bank, and farther up.  The mid-day halt was at another
second-class rapid called Shih-cham; we passed the white-
washed temple and village of Ku-lin-tu, or " Spiritual ferry,"
and soon after came to the rapid of Miou-ki; and‘two and a
quarter miles more brought us to that of Tungyan, at the
foot of which we halted for the night. At these two last
places celestial observations were taken for determining the
latitude, and absolute longitude; and now that the season was
so far advanced that it was impossble to use the meridian
atitude of the sun for the firs purpose, such wark had to be
performed mogtly at night, the only counterbalancing advan-
tage to the many disadvantages of which was, that | was not
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0 bother.ed with Chinamen; and | found that by the help of
an oil lantern and a Seikh a good deal might be done by
perseverance, even without an assstant observer. Tung-yan
rapid is therefore one of our principal stations, a list of which
Is given in the Appendix. A mean of distances of the sun
west and Jupiter east of the moon, gives the longitude
109° 25' east of Greenwich, and the latitude is 30° 56' 50"
north, by double altitudes of Srius and Spica, which
method was used on account of the sky threatening to
become overcas before the time the required star would
come on the meridian.

There were a couple of pagodas at this part of the river,
one on ether dde, in very commanding Stuations, the first
overlooking the rapids, and the second about three miles
above. They beonged, | fancy, to Yung-yan, because we
came to that town, after three hours work round a turn to
the north-west, on the following morning; we here passed
through a very narrow portion of the river. This placeisa
hien, stuated on the left bank 130 miles above I-chang. We
remained here an hour, on the excuse of stopping leaks.
The suburbs, which lie above, that is to the westward of the
town, seem more extensive than the town itsdf, in which are
one or two fine temples. There is also a handsome " kung-
kwan," or guildhall; and we observed a three-storied, green-
roofed pagoda, supposed to be coppered. The country imme-
diately around has not an inviting appearance, being hilly
and rather sterile.

The night of our stay at the Tung-yan rapid we were in
company with two other large passenger-junks, which, like
our own, carried lanterns and inscribed flags, denoting them
to be occupied by official persons. After dinner a polite mes-
sage was recelved by the Doctor, requesting his attendance;
and though at first he uttered an execration or two against
all "fnkies" (the usual name for Chinamen among tho
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Europeans in China) in general, and mandarins in particular,
ho afterwards went to vist them. The pas@engeré were a
high mandarin with his family, and they turned out to be
Roman Catholics. The old gentleman's son had a sore leg,
which the Doctor dressed for him; but as the wound was of
but little consequence, the application for medical aid was
made no doubt with a view of getting a sight of some of us,
rather than from any need of assistance.

Wereached fifteen miles above Yung-yan on the 15th of
ApriL  Hills of much the same character as those we had
pased the day before bordered the river, but no mountains
were visble until we got to the village of Sau-kiang, whero
we sopped for the night, and in which neighbourhood we
observed the firg of a number of small towers on the tops of
the hills, a feature in the scenery which after this continued
general for some disance above. Mog of the hills have
these towers or houses on their summits, or, when these are
wanting, are frequently surmounted by a single group or tope
of trees. The drata of the rocks were still mostly horizontal,
causng the hills often to have flat tops, and giving the
country a peculiar appearance. We pased several rapids,
but none of any great moment; also a good many reefs and
vocks .which would be covered during high water. At one
south bend the river has scooped out a remarkable bay, in
which lies a pretty village closed in by partially-wooded
hills; while, on the point opposte, some large "josses' or
gods sand in excavations in the solid rock; and from the
neat and clean appearance of these idols and everything
around, we concdluded that more than ordinary attention
mus be paid to religion by the people in these parts,
and surmised that the edifices on the hill-tops myit
have some connexion with ther rdigion. In fact, we were
now getting into the prosperous part of Sz'chuan, while all
we had hitherto seen of it had been comparatively poor. We
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had entered it among rocks and crags, and had gone on
through gorges, only occasonally treated to a view of any-
thing approaching an open and properly cultivated country.
Now we had got out of that confused mass of mountains
which lies between it and Hoo-peh, and encroaches so much
on both provinces, and leaving gorges and rapids behind,
“could better compare Szchuan proper with the plain of
Hoo-peh,
| walked for a consderable distance along the bank of the
widened reach of the river below Sau-kiang, and arrived at
that place some time before the boats. Ascending a small
hill overlooking thevillage, afineview opened before me. To
the left hand, and with a south-east .direction, the Yang-tsze
rolled away on its downward course, until, rounding a bend
about three miles digant, it disappeared; while above, to
the west, it was visible for a like distance till lost in a broken
country. The sides of the hills on the north were dotted with
houses looking like white specks, and were crowned by more
of the towers or clumps of trees already mentioned. L ooking
north-east, a small river, about forty yards in width, was seen
coming down a highly-cultivated bat narrow valley for a long
distance inland. Immediately round mo were fieds, or, from
their size, perhaps| should say gar dens, of the poppy, beautifully
variegated with pink, white, and lilac; others, more advanced
towards maturity, had lost their flowers, and were attended
by men, women, and children, in their universal blue cotton
dresses and bamboo hats, scoring the pods and collecting the
firs of thejuice. The late warm weather had brought on the
wheat s0 that some of it was partly turned; and the indus
trious farming people were nursng up the little irrigating
sreams, and carrying them along all sorts of places, leading
them round corners and through banks, so that they might
pour out ther fertilizing watersin the paddy-fields preparing
fur lire. AItogrtIicT it was such a scene of beauty and quiet
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domedtic life, that | felt how great a sin would be on the
head of any ruler in a country like this, who should by any
act digurb, or by incapacity cause others to disturb, such
harmony. | looked back on the scenes at Nanking and the
region of the Taipings, and it made me shudder to think that
such should ever become the state of this beautiful and peace-
ful region. Far distant be the time when the " long-haired
men" shall disurb these quiet people, and lay waste this
scene of productiveness! Let the " Son of the Ocean Reject
from its bosom the lawless intruders, should they endeavour
to ascend by his help; let gulfs and caverns open and swallow
up the hogt, should it attempt to march into the beautiful
Sz chuan. But while | indulge in these reveries a crowd of
inquiring children are gathering around me; and some of tho
peace-loving husbandmen have dropped their spades and are
huirying—if a Chinaman can be said to hurry—to gaze at
the queer-looking specimen of humanity who stands by him-
self; while the women keep aloof, and peep round from be-
hind corners—It is a " foreign devil'—a " Yang-quatz."
Granted, but the animal wears clothes; he has on a pair of
old serge trousers, a grey flannd shirt, and a Pekin felt cap,
with a large woollen turban around it to protect his un-
celestial skull from celestial rays or celestial brickbats;, his
hair has evidently not been cut for months, and he is already
terribly sunburnt.  An urchin, more precocious than the rest,
approaches and feels the suff of his trousers, but evidently
does not know it, for it is the fleece of the sheep; he then
looks at the thick boots, which reach half way to the knees,
and would be all the better for a pair of new soles, and utters
the exclamation of astonishment, " eh-yah!" at which the
bystanders giggle; he says something in the best Chinese he
can muger, on which the barbarian nods, as much as to say,
" All right, | don't undersand you,"” and the crowd laughs;
however, as the animal does not look displeased, they a>



138 EASTERN SZ'CHUAN. CHAP. | X.

proach him nearer and nearer until they close in and examine *
every article of his apparel minutely, appearing much satisfied
with the inspection. But there is something on their minds;
they make motions with their hands to their heads; what do
they want ? to see his cap 7—no; they have examined it mi-
nutely, and had explained to them, by " bah-bah," that the
turban is of wool. Ah! | have it. | take off my cap and
make the most polite bow to the assembly. " Chang-mow!
Chan™-mow!" (" thelong hair! thelong hair!") echoes from
all sides;, the babies instinctively squall; one old fellow, in
his eagerness to look, stumbles over a stone and falls down,
which causes the whole crowd to laugh and jeer at him, and
in the confuson | retire from the scene. | again reach
the bank of the river, where a boatman readily offers to take
me across to the junk, which is on the other side; and when
| get therel give him afew " cash" for his trouble. Soon
we halt for the night, which isthe signal for dinner; | tell
my companions what | have observed, but they say they have
seen all that and much more, and so | " shut up.”

For a couple of miles or so above Sau-kiang the river con-
tinues of condderable breadth; then, in a north-east reach, it
narrowsto about one hundred and fifty yards, wherethe banks
are bare sandstone, and for some distance a flat of rock
bordersthe river on either side. Thelay of the dtrata is hori-
zontal, causing it to have a general uniform level; and not
being over eighteen feet above the water, this flat must at
times be entirely covered. In some places there are inscribed
tablets cut out in the solid stone, and "josses’ stand besde
the water, before which the boatmen stop and pray. Fisher-
men, with their scoop-nets, were common here, being perched
in all sorts of queer places, the overhanging dabs of sand-
stone forming capital shelter and protection for them from
the weather. The Doctor and myself walked along a great
part of this peculiar formation before breakfast, and bathed
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in one of the quiet lagoons formed by a basin-like excavation.
A specimen of the rock was preserved, and turns out to be
the same sandstone which occurs in the coal districtsthrough-
out this portion of the Yang-tsze. We observed the houses
to be of much better congtruction than heretofore, some being
two-gtoried, whitewashed, and with shelving roofs;, sometimes
there was attached a square white tower, some forty feet in
height, with shelving roof, and with a balcony around the top
gory under the overhanging eaves. It took us three*hours
to get pas this narrow and rocky portion, after which the
river widens out, and sand and shingle flats occur, which we
hailed as a new feature in the landscape.

In the forenoon we came to one of these shingle-beds,
where a number of people were at work turning up the sand
and stones, and washing it in rockers. They were gold-
washing; and from this point upwards, for a condder-
able digance above Wan, we often came on large parties
of people smilarly occupied. Five men are employed
Jit each rocker; the labour of digging and carrying the
gravel being divided between two, another carries water
to a trough alongsde of the one who rocks a