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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
A. A. Mao & CLIMATE CHANGE
Director BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA
DO. No.: BSI - 8/1/PA/2019 Date: 02.06.2021

Dear Smt. Pandey,

In reply to OM no. 24011/08/2019 — GC dated 25.03.2019 regarding monthly DO letter from Secretary (MoEF&CC) to the

Cabinet Secretary, | am furnishing herewith the following major achievements of Botanical Survey of India for the month of May, 2021
Department: Botanical Survey of India

1. Important policy decisions taken, major achievements during the month:

Scientists of BSI reported one new fungal species i.e Conlarium indicum, (Ascomycetes) from the Western Ghats, India and one
grass species i.e. Lophopogon prasannae (Poaceae) from the forest of Andhra Pradesh as new to science. The survey also
reported thirteen new records of plants, i.e. Lindsaea heterophylla, new record for Eastern Himalaya and 12 flowering plants as
new records to the state flora of Karnataka i.e. Capparis nilgirinsis, Elaeocarpus gaussenii, Eugenia singampattiana, Garcinia
pushpangadniana, Miconia crenata, Neustanthus phaseoloides, Nothopegia vajravelu, Saprosma ternate, Sonerila
cannanorensis, S. gadgiliana, S. veldkampiana and Themeda sabrimalayana. Besides, BSI compiled ‘Plant Discoveries 2020’
enumerating the new species described and new distributions recorded for India during 2020.

Important events / programmes organized / attended:

BSI organized a virtual Annual Scientific Meet from 3 - 5 May, 2021.0n this occasion, all the Heads of Offices and
scientists of BSI presented their annual scientific progress report.

BSI observed International Day of Biodiversity (“We are part of the solution”) on 22 May, 2021. On this occasion, BSI, SHRC,
Gangtok organized a webinar and Prof. S. K. Barik, Director CSIR-NBRI delivered a talk on “Bio-economy and Conservation
of threatened plants of India”.

Director, BSI and senior scientists attended the virtual meeting of the ‘Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework - Thematic
Stakeholder Consultations’ (Theme: Floral Diversity), organized by ministry on 28 May, 2021 and submitted thire feedbacks
/ suggestions on the floral resources of the country.

Director, BSI chaired “Setting up of Bio-NEST Incubator to develop women Bio-entrepreneurship through orchid floriculture in
Meghalaya” monitoring committee meeting on 13.05.2021 through VC.

Important scientific publications:
During this month 14 research publications have been published by BSI scientists in various international and national research

journals (Annexure 1).

2. Important policy matter is held up on account of prolonged inter-ministerial consultation: NIL

3. Compliance of COS decisions: Nothing pending

4. No. of cases of ‘Sanction for prosecution’ pending for more than 3 months: NIL

5. Particulars of cases in which there has been a departure from the Transaction of Business Rules or established policy of the
government: NIL

6. Status of implementation of e-governance: PFMS, CPGRAMS, e-Publications, e-floraindia, GEM Portal of Nelumbo etc. have already
been implemented.

7. Details of cases in which ACC directions have not been complied with: NIL

L

Status of Public grievances:

No. of public grievances redressed during the | No. of Public grievances pending at the end of month
month

Nil Nil

10. Information on the specific steps taken by the ministry/department for utilization of the space technology based tools and
applications in governance and development: NIL

With regards,
Sincerely yours,
%f
A.A.MAO
To

Smt. Manju Pandey, Jt. Secretary, (CS), MoEF & CC, New Delhi - 3
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Annexure — 1

Important Research Publications
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heterophylla  (Lindsaeaceae) A New Record for Eastern Himalaya,
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