






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































3 7 2 ON THE ETHNOGRAPHIC POSITION OF THE KARENS.

Herodotus mentions a tribe still more barbarous in some of its
habits than the Scythians. The Padaei, a pastoral people to the
east of the Indians proper, were said to live on raw flesh and to
kill and eat the diseased and aged. This was probably one of the
Himalaic tribes of Ultraindia. Traces of the same custom are
still found amongst the insular tribes of the race.

The ancient faith lingers among the Ugrian tribes. Shamanism
retains full sway over the Ostiaks, and deceased Shamans are
worshipped as gods. Images of deceased relatives are made and
kept for three years in the house, food being daily offered to
them. A tradition is preserved that a virgin was annually sacri-
ficed to the river Obi.

The northern Scythoid tribes, the Samoiedes, Yeneseians, Yuka-
hiri, Chuckchi-Koriaks, Kamschatkans and Aino-Kurilians are
faithful to the old religion and having been less exposed than the
Tatars to the influence of the civilised southern and western races,
it presents some American traits now lost or obscured among the
Tatars. The Kamschatkans believe that every living thing after
death becomes immortal in a region under the earth. The Ainos
demolish the house in which a death happens, embalm the dead
and visit them every year. The old clan system appears to be
in force and marriages between near relatives and, in some places,
between inhabitants of the same district, are avoided.

All the northern Asiatic races, like the American and Himalaic,
believe in one Supreme Spirit, but do not worship him. They
have images of inferior gods and spirits.

In the adjacent American province the Scythic civilisation has
been preserved in an older, more barbarous and more elaborate
form, analogous in many respects to the Polynesian and African;
All the ancient Asiatic usages were observed by most of the tribes
when they first came in contact with Europeans.

The religion had the same character and rites, the manes and
the mortal remains of the dead having the foremost place. All
objects, natural and artificial, have spirits. The modes of dispos-
ing of the dead, the lacerations, food offerings, burial of articled used
in life, and other rites, the preservation of the bones or skulls and the
frequent visits of lamentation to them are all Asiatic. The Shamans
had the same functions as in Asia and were exposed to the same
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dangers. A more specific Hcrodotoan trait is their androgynous
character. Boys of the mo9t effeminate disposition, that is the
most nervously excitable, were devoted to the office. They wore a
female dress and were not allowed to marry. A similar institution
is found among the Dyaks. Clanship with all its incidents pre-
vailed. Human life was little regarded. Men were sacrificed,
enemies tortured and. the infirm aged killed. Cannibalism was
practised by some tribes. The higher material civilisation of the
Mexicans and Peruvians did not humanize them. The former
feasted on their captives and smeared their children with the blood,
while the chief warriors hung ths skins about them and danced
cxultingly. In some places the skins were used for drums. Men
were sacrificed to the Gods. Both races killed slaves to attend on
deceased chiefs and a thousand victims were thus buried with one
of the Peruvian Incas.

Human sacrifices to dead rulers were not abolished in China
until about 250 B. C, Chi Hwangti being the last emperor who
caused his servants to be killed and buried with him. Even now
the Chinese retain so many of the ideas and rites, actual or
symbolic, of the old civilisation that the conclusion is unavoidable
that in the American Indians we see not only the physical resem-
blance indicative of a common descent, but a condition of life
which the Chinese, like the other tribes of Eastern Asia, once
shared.

It is needless to give details in illustration of the prevalance of
the ancient faith and rites in Africa and Asonesia. The old
Semitic creed and civilisation were similar to the African and not
less gross and ferocious.

The early Iranian was not more advanced. The most ancient
western (Celtic) and eastern (Arian) branches of the Iranian
family offered human sacrifices and the practice was partially
followed by the Greeks. The immolation of human beings to the
gods, the cremation of widows, or burying them alive, with their
deceased husbands, and infanticide, were prevalent Arian customs
in India until British interference with them. When the Indo-
European race first migrated to Europe its civilisation was of the
old Scythic kind. The polyandry of the Celts was grosser than
that of the Tibetans; their arts were not more improved than
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those of the American Indians and Polynesians; they painted their
bodies and wore skins. Human victims were sacrificed to avert
diseases and other calamities. Burning, impaling and crucifixion
were among the modes of killing diem. Captives were also liable
to be burned or otherwise destroyed, and the heads of those slain in
battle were brought home in triumph. With the dead, slaves,
animals and other property were burned.* The Ossetes of the
Caucasus in some of their domestic customs are still as gross as
the Colts were, and the Russians have only recently abandoned
one of the most degrading of these practices.' The Ossetes have a
vestige of the ancient death rites in the custom of leading the
widow and the saddle horse of the deceased thrice round the
grave. The wife thus devoted to the dead cannot re-marry and
no one can again mount the horse. The Germanic races down to
the time of their conversion to Christianity, and in some instances
even subsequently to that event, retained many of the practises of
the old Asiatic faith. All offered human sacrifices. In some
tribes servants and horses were burned with the corpses of chiefs,
and in one at least wives hanged themselves at the graves of their
husbands. It is still customary in some parts of Germany to
provide the deceased with a piece of money which is placed in the
mouth. The dead were believed to lead the same life in the
future world as in this, to revisit their homes and to succour their
children who prayed to them at their graves. The soul even in
life had the power of leaving the body during sleep and wander ma-
in the shape of a snake. Many other traces of the old Asiatic
beliefs are to be found in the mythologies of Europe and in the
superstitions that still linger, sometimes in a Christian guise.

The truth is that every existing race passed through the stage
we have indicated and that no people can be found which has even
yet wholly eliminated the superstitions that were the science and
the religion of the primitive Asian civilisation. If the conclusions
of ethnology compel us to abate somewhat of our respect for the
inherent dignity of human nature, they greatly exalt our concep-
tion of its marvellous plasticity and capacity for progress and
place on the firm basis of science our belief in the improvability of
the most sa vngo tribes, in the destiny of the leading family of each
successive epoch to give its civilisation a universal extension, and
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in the limitless growth of the race in knowledge, humanity and
happiness.

The latest stage of the proper Tibeto-Burman development
where best preserved has much both in what it has retained and
in what it has rejected that assimilates it to the latest Scy thic stage,
as exemplified in the remoter tribes of N. E. Asia and in the
condition of the Tatar races before they fell under the influence of
the southern religions and manners—Arabic, Persian, Indian, and
Chinese. It is ancient or backward and simple in comparison
with the Arian even in its earliest Indian form. It is modern and
advanced in comparison with the Papuan.

With the later great civilisation of Asonesia, the Malayo-
Polynesian, it is identical, the leading insular race being Himalaic
in person, usages and, to a considerable extent, in vocabulary.
Where the Tibeto-Burmans have been least modified by Chinese
and I ndians and the Malayo-Polynesians by Indians and Arabs,
the radical identity is most conspicuous. The Islamised Malay
has little obvious resemblance except in person to the Hinduised
Goorkha. The Dayak is simply the Naga in a distant colony
long isolated. The latest pre-Ari.in civilisation of the Tibcto-
Burman tribes of the Ganges and the Irawadi as well as the older
and more barbarous stages of Himalaic life, are faithfully preserv-
ed by the Oceanic scions of the family. But every group of the
existing tribes, both on the continent and the islands, varies in the
degree to which the ancient usages retain force, and in each there
are characteristic peculiarities in the details of form. In some, old
customs have gone out of use, in others their more savage incidents
have been rejected or receive a merely symbolic observance.

We are prepared to expect that any newly described people of
Ultraindia should prove to be Himalaic, and as such should have
affinities in language and customs not only with other Tibeto-
Burman tribes but with Malayo-Polynesian and, more remote!y
with Chinese and Sc} thic.

The Kaya retain many of the native usages of the family.
The form of society is the same that prevails normally among Jll
the other tribes on the continent and among those of the latest or
most western branch of the Malayo-Polyuesians. It is bu&*ud on
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clanship, butthe clans have become broken and dispersed. The only
powerful bond in a state of society so rude and predatory is that
of the village, or group of allied villages, each being in itself a
petty republic, under a hereditary patriarch or the elected head of
a hereditary chief family, who has little personal authority unless
his prowess and cunning are much superior to those of the other
elders. Every offshoot from such a community carries with it the
same organisation and the only political combination possible is a
voluntary or compulsory alliance of the independent villugeships
under the supremacy of the chief of one of them. Monarchy and
despotism are the result of denser population in localities favorable
to its growth and of the attendant improvement in arts and exten-
sion of dominion. In the earlier stages of national civilisation
the king and the royal family become sacred or divine, and
wherever, under a princely leader, distant colonies or conquests are
made, the idea and the practice of king worship are maintained.
The Himalaic race had not attained this condition of society when
its tribes spread to the southward of the snows, and hence they
remain essentially democratic, with the exception of the few which
have become nations and been aided in the reception of kingly and
theocratic forms of government by the influence of Hindu or Chinese
religion and polity. Even in these nations the native form of
society has seldom been entirely obliterated, and wherever the
central authority is weak the old democratic organisation resumes
its sway. The Malays of Sumatra retained their Himalaic clans
and democratic village communities under pangulus even when
the power of rajahs and sultans of the Hindu and Arab types
was at the highest. The great mass of the Lau preserve the
ancient form although familiar with the kingly rule which has
been established among them in Asam, in Laos, and now in Siam.
Even the Chinese still retain very strongly the ancient prediction
for clanship and village independence.

The Kaya, like the Sgau, have escaped conversion to Budhism
which is now the cr ed of the Pgho and the Toung-thu. The
southern Karens have blended with the ancient Himalaic faith and
some Budhist notions, legends which have manifestly a Judaic or
Christian origin ; and which, in all probability, arc the vestiges of
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one of the early and zealous Portuguese missions.* As there can
be little doubt that the native Kaya superstitions will be found to
resemble those of the Sgau I will briefly notice the latter.

Shamanism is retained by the Sgau in forms very similar to the
West Indonesian. They also preserve the Indonesian belief that
every object, animate or inanimate, has a life-spirit, Jcelah, the
smangat of the Malays, Before planting the annual crop of paddy
they invoke the spirit of grain like the Malays. The shaman baa
power over the human life-spirit as among the Scythic and all the
other existing branches of the archaic Asiatic faith—American,
Himalaic, Indonesian, Dravirian and African. The Karen shaman
can destroy or restore life by seizing the spirit of a living man
when it wanders forth during sleep and causing it to transmigrate
into a corpse. The deserted sleeper sickens and dies. The lifeless
body is reanimated. The life spirit is also liable to be devoured
by hephu, persons who have the power of detacliing the head
and entrails from the rest of the body which they leave.in their
beds while they wander in this loathsome form in search of victims.
The kephu is identical with the tangalong or langsiah of the
Malays and the hantuen of the southern Dayaks. The shades of
men who come to a violent end are evil spirits and produce mortal
diseases by seizing the kelah. The spirits of the heinously
wicked wander about in this world and appear to men in the
shapes of animals or of giants who are seen in the depths of the
forest. The spirits of those who have not been buried or burned,
of the aged who have died from their weakness, and of infants, are
also wandering but harmless ghosts. With these exceptions the
deceased Karen go to a purgatorial realm called Phi where they
live as in this world under a king who after a period of probation
transmits them to heaven or to hell, according to their deserts.

They have also gods of the wet and dry seasons and a class of evil
spirits called nah or taA-nah, the nat of the Burmans and kwei of

* It must be remarked however that the belief in a supreme being enters into
the ancient Mid Asian creed. In the Himalaic as in the native Chinese and

Scythic faith he is recognised in the visible sky and is generaliy known bv its
name— Thien of the Chinese, Rang &c. of several Himalaic tribes. Nam Nob
Tengri &c. archaic Tibeto-Scythic. The southern Karens, those of Tavov at least'
attribute to the Supreme God a son who intercedes with him on behalf of mortal*'
This may be a Christian idea, but a similar one is entertained by some other
Himalaic tribes, as the Kuki, who retain native savage observances, including the
sacrifice of human life, and are devoid of the other Karen legends which have led
to the supposition ol a Jewish origin.
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the Chinese. The nats are the only objects of Kaya worship
mentioned by MrO'Riley. The belief and the forms of worship
are Scythic, Himalaic and Indonesian. Even Malays, notwith-
standing their Islamism, continue to hold the nats in awe and, like
their Ultraindian cousins, propitiate them by offerings of miniature
houses in which boiled rice, plantains and other comestibles are put.

Augury is a general practice of the Himalaic tribes. The
Goras and the Miri consult the entrails and especially the livers of
the sacrificial animals. The Angami have recourse to eggs. The
Karen method has not hitherto been observed among any other
Himalaic people. The Tavoy Karens have a similar legend as to
the loss of the hide containing the law—the Budhist command-
ments probably, which had a large acceptance among the ruder
tribes of Ultraindia and Indonesia—but according to this version
the words were scratched out by the feet of the fowl which are
hence considered sacred.

The custom of furnishing the dead with articles of food and
clothing and other necessaries and luxuries belongs to the old
Asiatic faith. In Eastern Asia it is still practised by other
Himalaic tribes, by their insular kinsfolk, by the Tatars and by
the Chinese. Some of the Tibeto-Burman tribes (Kuki, Garo
&c), like some of the West Indonesian, still kill men to serve as
slaves of the deceased when a chief. The Kaya have softened this
into a nominal devotion of a slave to the dead. The Chinese, who
at an early period of their civilisation symbolised most of the
usages of their barbarous era, have thus preserved a similar
record of the primitive Mid-Asian rites of sepulture. One of these,
common to them with the Mongols, consists in burning a minia-
ture house with wooden figures of men and women on the 100th
day after death. Symbolio money and clothes are also burned*
The isolated and sanguinary Polynesians, among whom the savage
rites of the old Aso-African religion continued to flourish in full
luxuriance, while their sister tribes of Indonesia and Ultraindia
were reformed by foreign influence, had a somewhat analogous
practice. Small slips of the leaf-stalk of the plantain were placed
under the arms and on the breast of the corpse who was informed
that these wore his family with whom he was to be satisfied in the
world of spirits.
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Adoption or fraternisation by the pledge of blood is Himataic
and West Indonesian. It is preserved by the Chinese in their
secret societies and from its practice in other regions appears to
have been one of the incidents of the old civilisation.

The system of self-pawning, another of the ancient Asiatic
customs, has a simitar development among most of the Himalaic
and West Indonesian tribes.

The long house in which a whole community lives, is Himalaic
(Mi-shni, Sing-pho, Bong-ju, Kuki &c) and West Indonesian.

The native arms and accoutrements are the usual ones of the
cognate tribes in Ultraindia and the islands, the forms of the sword,
shields, quivers, cane helmets &c being the same.

The personal ornamentation follows the ordinary Himalaic and
Indonesian fashion, in which heavy tiers of rings on the arms and
legs and sometimes on the waist with enormously distended ear
perforations are conspicuous.

The arts both of the highland and of the lowland or fluviatile
and coast Tibeto-Burmans are similar to the derivative West
Indonesian.

The older history and the ethnic relations of the Kaya, like
those of other unlettered tribes, must be chiefly sought in the uncon-
scious autograph of the national language. I have no information

peering it except a vocabulary of 36 words which I obtained from
r O'Riley some years ago and a smaller one of 19 words includ-

ing numerals, with which he has now favoured me. The number of
Karen vocables, or of vocables similar to the Karen but often in

I
older forms, is very considerable. Several of these forms are
broader than the Karen and resemble the less contracted Yuma
forms and especially the Kurai. Even from this short vocabu-
lary it is evident that the Kaya is a distinct and archaic dialect of
the Yuma family. With Sgau, Pgho and Toung-thu it may be
considered as forming the Karen branch of that family—a branch
in which the Mon-Anam influence has somewhat modified the
proper Tibeto-Burman structure.

The guttural of the older Yuma and Mon-Anam prefix occurs
with the softened dental form found also in Toung-thu, teA- con-
tracting to ah'*

The archaic dipthongal terminal vowel—usually indicating*I
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suppressed final consonant—is common in Kaya as in the Mon-
Anam and older Tibeto-Burman dialects (Yuma &c.) e. g. nai 2,
yai (for rai) 100, lai ear, thway dog, tai bee, nay day, pyai man
(homo).

The Pronouns are not given in the vocabularies.
The Numerals are as follows :—
1 t&'hyai (ta-&a Toung-thu, ta Sgau, ta-fti Manyak).
2 thai'USLi (nai Takpa, ngai Cachari Bodo).
3 thai-iho (tok Ta-Shu, thong Burm.)
4 thai'Wi (lwe Ta-Shu, Yi-ba Toung-thu, lwi Sgau).
6 thai-nya, (nga Ta-Shu, nga-fa Toung-thu, nga com.)
6 tho-tho = 3 , 3 (thu Toung-thu, Bhotian, do Bodo).
7 tho'tz-byai = 6 , 1 (s-ta-re Thochu).
6 lwi-tho.
9 Wi-thQ-te'byai.

10 she
100 ta-yai (ta-ya Toung-thu, a-ya Ta-Shu, fa-rah Khari &c).

1000 ta-re (ta-ye Toung-thu, a-le-6a Ta-Shu).

These forms are archaic in the vowels, but the final consonants
preserved in some other dialects have been thrown off. The
numbers above 5 are remarkable for the retention of the primitive
full names. In my analysis of the Chino-Himalaic numerals I
have shown that the primitive Chinese system was trinal, the first
series being 1; 2; 2 , 1 ( = 3 ) ; the second 3 , 1 ( = 4 ) ; 3, 2 ( = 5 ) ;
3 ,3 or 6, 1 ( = 6 ) ; the third 6,1 ( = 7 ) , with variations in 8 and 9
from their being named subtractively from 10. Kaya alone of all
the known Chino-Himalaic tongues retains the full trinal six. Seven
also retains both elements of the original trinal name, but the first
in a contracted form tho for tho-tho. The name is remarkable for
thus adhering to the Chinese trinal scale, because most of the Hima-
laic dialects have a quinary name (2 for 5, 2). That the trinal wa9
the most ancient appears from its prevalence in Chinese and the
Tibetan dialects of Bhotian, Thochu (ta for 1 as in Kaya) and
Manyak. In the south it is Changlo, Lepcha, Milchanang,
Mijhu, Nicobar and Mikir. The last retains the full form like
Kaya, the-rok 6, the-rok-si 7. Eight is apparently 4, 3, that is, it
is composed of two forms of the unit, that current in 4 and that
current in 3. In the other Chino-Himalaic dialects it is either 2
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or 1 and both forms are referable to 2, 10 (10 being the unit).
Two explanations of the Kaya name may be suggested. The first
appears to be that it is a contraction of a dual of 4 in its full
form, tho-lwi (3, 1), i. e. tho-lwi—tho-lwi. The liquid form
of the unit is found in several of the other dialects, but in
these it represents 10 as in the full Dophla p-lag-nag ( = 1 0 , 2 ) .
The second explanation is that lwi-tho is an archaic name for
10 with the dual thrown off as in most of the other dialects. The
full name of 10 is a double unit, as in the Toung-thu ta-tsi. In
some of the other Yuma dialects 10 has an archaic form of the unit
preserved in 3; Kyau tchuom (thum 3), Kirki sum (turn 3, sum
in other dialects). This explanation would alao reconcile the
Kaya 9 with the Chino-Himalaic, Scythic and Dravirian form (1,
10). In form it is apparently 8 , 1 , but if lwi-tho of 8 be 10, \wi
tho-ta-£yai is 10 [less] 1. The current 10 she appears to be a
modern Burman acquisition.

The relations of the miscellaneous vocables may be inferred
from the subjoined comparisons.

Air lwun; Lau lom, Ion, Bhotian lung; (Karen, Yuma &c. li.)
Day to-nay; Jili to-na, Kambojan gr. to-ngai, Mon ta-ngwai.
Earth hc-khu; Sgau ho ko, ha kho.
Ear ftaA-lai; Kumi, fca-na, Karen &cna.
Bone a&-khwit; Karen ghur, ghi, Chinese khut (foot a-kok

Kumi, arm khut Kuki, Manipuri &c).
Arm chun; Karen choe, Toung-thu to-tsu, (hand Kar. tshu,

Toung-thu tsu, Nagaung to-tsung).
Cat th'ho; Kumi min-cho, Maring &c, tung, tok Sec.
Dog thway; Toung-thu thwe, Kar. thwi.
Buffalo pah nai; Karen, Toung-thu pa-na, pai-nai.
Elephant tah tha; Karen &a-sha (Malay ga-ja).
Deer tah-kho, Sgau ta-kha.
Egg aho; Karen di, Kumi tui, dui (i. e. water or liquid} the full

Himalaic name being " bird's water."
Boat tsaw; Malung ye-sang, Tablung ih-sang, Toung-thu tsen-lan.
Man pyai kho; Sgau po khwa,Ta-shu pakho, Toung-thu lo kho;

the guttural is Chinese and Lau.
Woman pyai mo; Sgau, Ta-shu po mu, Toung-thu lo rau.
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Black tt-luk-kesh; Milchanang rok; luk occurs in the Khari
name fo? blue*

Road Aa-lai; Toung-thu Wai, Sgau #-le, Mdn gra-lan; com. form
lam.

I subjoin an extract from the unpublished portion of my
" Ethnology &c." It was written some time ago and has not been
revised with reference to the later results of my comparisons of the
Hiraalaic dialects, but I give it as it stands because the characters
that distinguish Karen from the western branch of the family
are attributed to a cause that harmonises with the Kaya tradition
of their former migrations. According to it their original country
was Pagan, where they appear to have been associated with
Chinese, when they were driven forth by the Burmese.*

The difference between Bnrman and the other southern Ira-
wady dialects is found, on further examination, to extend to other
traits also. Karen even in its Chinese characters has had a deve-
lopment so independent and peculiar that it must have long pre-
ceded Burman in the middle and lower valley of the Irawadi.
Toung-thu in its vocubulary and phonology is merely a dialect of
Karen. The Yuma, Manipuri and Naga dialects are so closely
related to them glossarially as to shew that, before they assumed
their Chinoid form, they belonged mainly to this group although
their northern position gave them a Brahmaputran element also.
Some of the special characters of Burman indicate the retention of
a more northern position to a later period and a special connec-
tion with Manyak, Abor, Bodo.

The change which took place in Karen extends, in various
slighter degrees, to the dialects on the western side of the valley*
It is chiefly traceable in that portion- of the western half of the
basin which is nearest to the Chinese section of the eastern half.
The former is now occupied by the Manipuri and Angami tribes
and it ia probable that the latter as well as the intermediate valley
of the Irawadi was the country of the Karens when their language

• The attempts to apply several of the names in Marco Polo's geography
Deginmng with Kar or Kara, to the Karens appear to me to have been unsuccess-
ful. The names are Turkish and the countries and tribes lie to the north of the
Himalayas. Kan black is a common qualitive in Turkish Geographical names
—Black River, Black mountain fcc.
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first assumed its Chinoid form. An examination of the progress
and coarse of the emasculated Ultraindian dialects must be<?in
with Karen.

The southern Karen dialects are less Burman in their ideology
than the Yuraa, owing probably to the latter being embraced and
partly interpenetrated by the Burman of Arakan and the Irawadi,
and to the Karens having long intermixed with the Mons, and
perhaps with other tribes of the older formation, before the Bur-
mans descended into the middle and lower Irawadi. The Karen
follows the Mon-Anam formation in placing the object after the
action, the directive before and the demonstrative as well as the
qualitive after the substantive. But the possessor precedes the
object possessed as in Burman and Chinese.*

In itfi possession of six tones it resembles the Chinese and Mon-
Anam languages. Its glossarial affinities, on the other hand, are
yery slight with the Mon-Anam tongues in general ani very nume-
rous with the Tibeto-Burman. With Mon it has special affinities
evidently attributable to long contact.

Karen is more vocalic than Burman, having discarded all the
consonantal finals save 1%. The roots have also a more contracted
form, but the prefixed definitives are retained to a much greater
extent. In general however they do not appear to be phonetically
united with the root, so that the vocabularly has a monosyllabic
character. In some cases the prefix coalesces with the root as in
Burman. One of the dialectic distinctions between Karen and
Burman is that the former prefers prefixual^ to them-of the
latter, as in pte, K. mra B. arrow. In Burman we find:—
snrang, horse; my auk, monkey; mncb, river,; mrwe, snake; in

* For some examples of Karen I am indebted to the friendly interposition of
the Very Revd P. Bigandet, accompanied by notes obligingly furnished by one of
the French Missionaries to the Tenasseriin Karens, since the previous chapters
were printed. I believe a grammar of one of the dialects has been printed by the
American Missionaries, but I have not hitherto been successful in my endeavours
to procure a copy. The Karen dialects have long been in contact with Siamese
or tau, both in Tenasserim and along the whole Karen belt as far as the confines
of Ynn-nan. It is possible therefore that the Chino-Ultraindian character has
been partly superinduced by Siamese influence. In the notes with which I have
been favoured it is remarked that the Karen words which are derived from the
Burman ar<*. perhaps more numerous than those which come from the Siamese at
least on the west aide of the Peninsula. But the Siamese words are understand
by all, which is not the case with those of Burman origin. This remark must
apply to the modern Bunnan accessions and not to the numerous roots which enter
into the common glouarial basis of the Karen and Bunnan as of the cognate
dialects.
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Karen pna, buffalo; pgz man; plong man. Pa, p, is also found
in Mon. It is less prevalent in Karen than ha or ta, but it occurs
in Tibetan, Naga-Manipuri, Singpho and the Gangetic languages.
Karen, with the allied Yuma dialects, affects ha which it sometimes
unites with the root in the form k, kh* In Kumi also both p
and k or kh frequently remain vocalised as in Mon, Kasia and the
Naga-Gangetic languages. Air K. hhli, ha-li, Lungkhe hhle,
Kumi ka-\\, Kyau a-\\; boat, K. k\\, Burm. lhe; elephant K. &sha
Aa-tsha, Aa-tshan, Kumi, Au-shai. The number of vocalic mono-
syllables is much greater than in any of the other Tibeto-Ultrain-
dian dialects, but if the prefixes be rejected the Angami and
Manyak vocabularies approach it in this respect. The roots are
often reduced to single vowels. Ex. 6 with the inflected tone is
to be and to have, o with the same tone is to eat, o with the
natural tone js to drink; e with different tones is to bite and to
love. Me wfch different tones signifies a tooth, blackish, a sail, a
cutaneous disease, the eye, sand, name, a tail.

I have no information respecting the Toung-thu ideology. The
vocabulary has very little affinity with the Mon-Anam, although
like Karen it has acquired some Mon words. It has a very large
agreement with Karen, and most of the words that are not
common to it and Karen, are Yuma, Naga-Manipuri, Singpho,
Aka &c. Its special Burman affinities are not numerous and
appear in general to be of comparatively modern acquisition. In
its greater use of prefixes ta (sometimes tat) and a chiefly, it is
more faithful to the G-yarung, Naga-Manipuri and Yuma structure
than Karen. Ta is the principal prefix in Qyarung and some of
the Naga-Manipuri dialects, Karen and the Yuma vocabularies like
Mon affecting the older guttural form Tea. It is further distin-
guished from Karen and Burman by its Yuma tendency to double
vowels and the more frequent occurrence of nasal finals. From
the paucity of peculiar vocables and the general range of its
affinities Toung-thu muse be considered as merely one of the
dialects of Karen. It probably preceded the Sgau and Pwo or
has remained more secluded. Where it differs from Karen it
often has Yuma forms, e. g.

Ant T. ton tsa, Karen tung, Khyeng pa-lein tsa
Boat T. tsen Ian, Khyeng laung
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Day T. te-neo, Kh. ta-ri\
Egg a-thi, Kh. a-tui, Lungke toa-ti &c
Iron tai, Kar. tha, Kh. thi, Mon Aa-swai
Mountain koung, Kh. kon, Kumi ta-kung
Mr Hodgson's Toung-lhu vocabulary is Toung-thu with a few

variations.
The pronouns have some peculiarities. The ls( is ya in the

sing, and pa in the pi. (pa-we noni. pa-ta poss.). Ya is a 6oft or
contracted form of the Tibeto-Ultraindian nga, ngya, nye &c. as
in the Pwo yifish for nya. The labial is not Tibetan. It appears
to be a.Mon-Anam remnant. Mon has pwa we. The 2nd pron. 19
ua sing., thu pi. Na is one of the Bhotian forms of the Tibeto-
Ultraindian nga. Thu appears to be the dental Tibeto-Ultraindian
plural particle. The 3rd pron. is awe, a form of the common
labial 3rd pron. and def. corresponding by its vowel with the
Angami me, Takpa pe, be. The same form occurs as the plural
postfix in the 1st and 2nd pron. pa-we, thu-we. Mozome Angami
in like manner has me he ice, awe we. The Karen pi. of the
3rd pron. combines the 2 roots . awe the (" he-he" &c). The
Tablung tau " I" is an example of the 3rd pron. used for the 1st
even in the sing., and tau-pa he of the double root in the sing.
In theTengsa te-be-pa "they" (pa he) the labial root occurs twice.
The Naga dialects have examples of the arbitrary use of different
roots in the sing, and pi. Muthun ku i, ta-i7e we (a 3rd pron. with
a pi. postf.) Nagaung pa he, yan they. Khari pan he, tung-khala
they. Mozome Angami me he, to-the-te they. In the poss. of
the 2d pron. the pron. is prefixed in a contracted form to the poss.
n-ta Sgau, n-tshu Pwo. The same form is used with assertives.
The pronoun is always proposed when used assertively and in
Sgau the 1st takes a different root tsa which appears to be a root
of the 3rd pron. as in Tablung (tau). The directive of the perfect
li, follows the root, and that of the future, ka, precedes it. The
negative form preposes ta in Sgau as in several of the Naga
dialects and la in Pwo, while both postpose ba, the common Tibe-
to-Ultraindian negative particle. In the same way no is expressed
by proposing la arid postposing ba to the affirmative particle me,
la me ba Sgau, la invvoi ba Pwo.

The 1st proa, of Toung-thu khwa has the broad Yuma and



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

ta, tu
khi
thu
lwi
ye
ghu
nwi
gho'
khwi
ta tshi
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form. The 2nd na is Karen (Yuma nang, nan) the 3rd wa is a
broad form of the Karen. The plural of the 2nd and 3rd postfix
the a slender form of the Karen the pi. of the 2nd.

The numeral forms are very mixed, but they chiefly adhere
to those of the first Tibetan and of the Mon-Anam migrations.
The current unit of one is of the latest great Tibetan migration,
while that often is the Gangetic slender variety of the same form.

Sgau (Crawfurd) Pwo
fa-ple ha du
ki-ple ni
the-ple thun
lui-ple li
ye-ple yei
ku-ple ghu

rim-pie nwi
kho-ple gho'
kui-ple khwi
ta si ha tshi

The gut. unit of 6 (1 for 5 , 1 , or 3 for 3, 3) and of 8, (1 for 10
in 2, 10)—ghu, ku, gho, kho is equally archaic with that of 9 (1
for 1, 10) khwi, and is a remnant of the earliest Tibeto-Burman
system of which strong traces are found in the Abor group &c

The Mon-Anam liquid unit is preserved in the Maplu dialect
nz-du, and Play lay-rfu, in 10 lay-tsi, forms of the Mon-Anam
unit similar to that of the 3 of Kasia lai, (9 dai) and of Bongju
rai and Mijhu lei in 5 (3, 2) The unit of 100 ta ha ya =ta ha
ra, is also the Mon-Anam liquid, in the com. Yuma and Burman
form fo-ra Burm., Kam. ta-ya Sak &c.

The unit of 1 ta, tai du is a contraction of the later prevalent
form, as in kha-tu> Aa-tang of the Tengsa gr., and similar to the
other Yuma forms. The slender form 10 tshi, si found also in
Toung-thu is probably from Burman, as the Yuma dialects have
older names. The Bodo-Singpho band has this form in 10, and
as 1 it is the latest Chino-Himalaic form.

The unit has in 4 the archaic form lwi or lui corresponding with
the Chepang loi, Kumi lu ; in 7 the dual has a similar form nwi,
nui as in the Toung-thu nwot, Kumi ru, Limbu nu. This foim
like the unit of 6 and 8, belongs to the first Tibeto-Burman system
in the south.
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The Sgau khi 2 is peculiar. It may be a native modification
of ngi, or it may be the prefix (corap. Garo gi-rii.)

Ye, yei, yai 5 may be from nge, ngai, the com. form, or le, lei,
lai as in Mijhu and Bongju, both ng and 1 changing to y in
Karen.

The vocabulary9 especially that of Pwo, has received a conside-
rable number of words from Burman, but its native ingredients are
Yuma, Manipuri Naga and Brahmaputran more than Burman.
It has also affinities with Singpho which are not shared by Burman.

It has several Tibetan words,—Bhotian, Thochu Sec—not com-
mon in the southern dialects, from which it is probable that in its
basis it was one of the oldest dialects of the southern migration.
Thus for sun it has the Thochu mu and not the common ni, nam;
for horse and ant Bhotian words found in very few of the other
southern dialects; for hair the broad Thochn fora). The prefix
is Gyarung and it has many slender vocables Sifan and not
Chinese in phonology.

It may be concluded that in its older form it was one of the
northern and primary Irawado-Brahmaputran dialects, having
special affinities with the present southern groups and amongst
them the ha prefix of the Yuma dialects. It was probably one of
the earliest of the northern dialects to receive the later Sifan form.
It appears to have then spread south coming under Chinese influ-
ence. The southern Yuma dialects appear to be simply less
modified dialects of the same group with Karen, that is, they
preserve the form which Karen itself had when they separated
from it and preceded it in the spread of the group to the south-
ward. Karen remained in the north to a later period and has a
large admixture of the same Brahmaputran glossary that is the
principal ingredient irt Burman. Some of the Brahmaputran
forms are similar to the Burman, but the greater number are
different, having independent representatives in the Naga, Sing-
pho, Mishrai, Abor, Garo and Nipal vocabularies.

The highly monosyllabic, vocalic and tonic character of Karen
appears to have been caused by long and intimate connection with
Chinese. That it came directly and deeply under the influence of
that language and did not receive its Chinese element through
Burman is further shown by the Chinese vocables which it has
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acquired. Several of these are also found in the Naga-Manipuri
dialects, and when the greater approximation of Karen to Chinese
is considered it becomes probable that the Karens were at one
period the dominant tribe in the valley of the Irawadi, occupying
the position which the Bur mans now hold, and being in contact
with the Chinese and Lau on the one side and with the Naga-
Manipuri and Yuma tribes on the other. The east and north Mani-
purian dialects and the adjacent Angami have more of the Karen
phonology than the other dialects of this tract. But at the ancient
period to which'the Chinese ingredient in Karen must be referred,
there are no grounds for supposing that the Chinese occupied a
more influential position in any part of the basin of the Irawadi
than they have done in later times. They first planted colonies
amongst the native tribes of Yun-nan during the Han dynasty (B.
C. 200 to A. D. 220). The progress of their authority and of
their civilisation has been very gradual in that province, and they
do not appear to have ever established their government to the
westward of their present boundary with Burmah. The southern
part of Yun-nan is occupied by Lau tribes, and some Lau towns
are marked in the map of that province even east of the Lu-
kiang (Salwin). It is probable that the western projecting portion
of Yun-nan lying on the eastern feeders of the Irawadi—the Pin-
lang and the Lung-chuen or Shue-ly—which advances nearly to
the Irawadi and through which the great trading route to Burmah
lies, was included in the TibetoBurman and not in the Lau
province, prior to its occupation by the Chinese. The peculiar
character of the language of the Karen would be accounted for if
they were the tribe that possessed the vallies of the Shue-ly when
the Chinese pushed their boundary forward towards the Irawadi.
The western and southern movement of the Karens which brought
them, after the language had been modified by the Chinese, into
contact with the Naga-Manipuri tribes and with the Mon, was
probably the consequence of one of those determined but unsucces-
sful revolts against the authority of the conquerors of Yun-nan of
which the Chinese annals speak. We may expect to find branches
«>r remnants of the Karens in those parts of western Yun-nan and
the Burman territory to the south of it on the Salwin basin, m
which the native tribes are known to maintain their own manners
MM! U high degree of independence to this day.
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Mr O'RILEY'S

VOCABULARIES OF K A T A .

1st

Air
Arm

Bad
Bell
Belly
Bitter
Black
Blue
Boat
Bone
Bee
Book
Boy
Brass
Buffalo
Burn
Cat
Child
Chin
Cloud
Cold
Copper
Daughter
Day
Death
Deer
Demon
Big
Dog
Drink
Ear

Voc.

Iwun
chun
kyau
ah-lah-tu
ah-ta-ka-lau
hwae
ah-chai
u-luk-kesh
lu-pu-tsaw
tsaw
ah-khwit
tow-tai
tu-bu-li
pah-tsai-phu
tah-li-pgah
pah-nai
mi-ku
htho
hta-mu
hta-mu
saw-ah-la
ka-yean
tah-le-lie
puph
ta-nay
tsa-tah-pyah
toh-kho
lo-ah
sha-lu
thway
aye (a Kar.)
kah-lai (Kumi)
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Earth
East
Eat
Egg
Elephant

Man
Woman
Wife
Silver
Road

he-khu (Kar.)
thie-thay (Burm.)
aye (a Karen.)
dho (di Kar.).
tah-tha

2ND VOC-
pyai-kho
pyai-mo
nyai-pa-to
sha
ka-lai

Rice (boiled) HI (aing Toung-thu)
Betelnut mar-mu-ta (Shan ma-me).
Clock man-ya-ku
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JOURNAL OF A TOUR TO KAREN-NEE FOR THE PURPOSE OF

OPENING A TRADING ROAD TO THH SHAN TRADERS FROM

MOBYAY AND THE ADJACENT SHAN STATES, THROUGH

THAT TERRITORY DIRECT TO TOUNGOO.

By E D W A R D O ' R I L E Y , Esq. F. G. S.

Nov. 6, 1856. — Having concluded my arrangements for carry-
ing out the instructions of the Commissioner of Pegu with refer-
ence to proceeding to Karen-Nee, by a road to be opened through
the Poung Loung Ranges, to the eastward of Toungoo, by which
the Shan traders from Mobyay, Monay-Mokenai and the other
contiguous Shan States will be enabled to bring their trade direct
to Toungoo/1) I despatched the elephants and baggage to the west
landing place at Myo Gyee, about 2 miles below the city, and
proceeded by boat to that point, thence by the brick pathway to
the Myat-tsan-nee-noung Pagodas, where I halted to make arrange-
ments with the Karens of " Htou-Hpo" to clear and widen the
road to their location in a N. E. direction into the Poung Loung
ranges.

Our party consists of 4 Commissariat elephants with their atten-
dants, 10 armed Burmans who have been instructed in tent
pitching, the two Karen Na-Khans ( 2 ) (Moung Quay Luy and
Moung-Hpo,) Oo-twai the blood-sucker (3) and two peons, the
Myo-Oke of Bommodee (Oo-Moung) who accompanies as to the
eastern border of his district, and a few hired coolies (Burmese) :—

Course from Myo Gye E. S. E.
Distance* 3Jmiles.

Nov. 7.—The Karens of Htou-Hpo having been employed on
the road for the last week report it completed to the Karen village
to the eastward of their own.

Started from the Pagodas;—at \ a mile N. E. crossed the
Pyoou-Khyoung falling into the Thouk-yai-KhaUKhyoung to the
south.
At 2J miles crossed the Kyet-thoung-Khyoung") feeders of the
At 4J m'les crossed the Kyouk-pa-te-Khyoungj Thouk-yai-khat.
Halted at the Karen village of H'tou-h'po on the east of the stream.

• The distance* were taken by a Perambulator, anil an allowance being made
lor altitude, the rssult ia given as the estimated distance.
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Course N. E.—estimated distance 4 miles.
The last 2 miles over low hills forming the base of the lateral

spurs from the higher ranges, the formation being uniformly
quartzose sandstone, lateiite and granite (porphyritic) all in frag-
mentary masses.

Paid the Karens employed on the road to this village (62 men)
each received one rupee and a geung-boung (muslin turban) with'
which they appear to be highly satisfied.

Thermometer 6 A. M. 57°
do. 6 P. M. 7 3 '

Nov. 8.—After leaving halting place, at a £ mile recrossed the
Kyouk-pa-ie-Khyoung and proceeded up its course through a
deep alluvial valley, forming the old clearings of the Karens of
H'tou-h'po.
At 4 £ miles crossed the Koon-Khyoung, an affluent of the Thouk-

yai-khat, thence across a series of low hills to halting place at the
juncture of two mountain streams called " Khyoung-h'neel-gwa."
The road since leaving the valley of the Kyouk-pa-te across hills
of higher altidude than those of yesterday, a considerable distance
being up the water courses, the base affording no space for a road.

Course nearly E. N. E.—estimated distance 4f miles.
Thermometer 6 A. M. 54*

Do 6 P. M. 72-
Sunday, Nov. 9.—Remained at halting place. The Karens

from H'tou-h'po, who have accompanied us, are Christians of the
Baptist Mission, and they with a number of Karens from the next
Christian village of Bah-mo have assembled here for the perform-
ance of the Sabbath service, a Karen Teacher from the latter
village presiding as Minister. Divine worship performed three
times during the day.

Nov. 10.—From halting place, passed up the bed of the stream
for I mile, tbenoe up the steep face of one of the series of lateral
spurs abutting on the main ranges, from the top of which, at an
altitude of about 1,600 feet, the valley of the Sitang was visible,
the Toungoo Pagoda bearing due West. Course along the ridge
and descended to the Hun-ga-louk Khyoung, a mountain stream
running South into the Thouk-yai-khat :—

Course E. N. E.—estimated distance 2J miles.
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Many parts of the road to-day passing along the steep side of
the hills, with foot space barely sufficient for the elephants, it was
necessary to halt frequently to scarp the bank to a sufficient width
to allow the elephants to pass freely, and thus provide a passage
for loaded bullocks.

Nov. 11.—One of the elephants having been scared during
the night by a tiger, broke away from his chain and escaped into
the thick jungle of the lower valley. At dayfight bent two of the
elephants in search of him and was detained until near noon
before they returned with the stray one;—loaded the elephants
and started. The road from halting place up a moderately steep
ascent of about 2,000 feet and thence along the ridge, from the
top of which the valley of the Sitang lay open to the viewf

Toungoo bearing a little to the South of West—the whole of the
hill series to the Westward which separate the Sitang from the
valley of the Irrawaddy more visible from this point, forming a
magnificent panoramic scene. Descended to the base of the
lower ranges and along their flanks to halting place at the Karen
village of" The-yai-yo" on a fine mountain stream the " Mai-^a-
thoung," running S. E. into the " Thouk-yai-khat:—

Course E. N. E.—estimated distance 2 miles.
This is a Christian village of the American Baptist Mission

with a population of 218 souls ; it has a chapel and a Karen
Teacher (De-tipo) who resides here. The situation of this village is
exceedingly beautiful; the mountains which almost surround it
rise from the platform on which the village stands, to a height of
from 2,000 to 2,500 feet, forming a natural amphitheatre of the
grandest dimensions. The surrounding hill sides have been con-
verted into " Toung-yas" (upland cultivation) and only in patches
on the mountain tops and in the gorges down which the stream
courses amongst huge granite boulders, is any of the primeval
forest visible; and this, interpersed with clamps of the Areca
Palm, planted by the Karens near the water courses, completes a
picture of wild and solemn beauty.

The Tsan-kai (Karen chief) of the village of Kyet-Teik situated
at a distance of a day's journey to the north, came to the camp to-
day and stated that the whole of the village had been destroyed by
fire from accident, that two men who were sick had perished in
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the flames and others were badly scorched. The whole of the
community, consisting of seventy-one families, having lost their
paddy and all other articles of subsistence, were thus rendered
destitute and incapable of meeting the payment of government
tax, from which they prayed to be released; their petition was
accordingly granted, and a small sum given to each family to
enable them to provide present means of subsistence (4) .

Nov. 12.—The road from the village of The-yai-yo had been
cut by the Karens up the steep /ace of the mountain, instead of
along the flank at a more easy ascent, so that the elephants had a
very laborious task to reach the summit at a height of about 800
feet. The road being too steep to admit of laden cattle proceeding
by it, I requested the Eing Thoogyee to open one of easier ascent,
which he promised to have ready before J*return, that across the
hill having been cut without a knowledge of the purpose for which
it is required.

Proceeded along the ridge and descended its northern side. At
1J mile crossed the Kyouk-ta-da mountain stream, a feeder of the
" Thouk-yai-khat," thence through the Karen cultivations of
" Mai-ga-doong" to the village on the mountain stream of that
name which drains the hills of this locality and falls into the
Thouk-yai-khat.

Course E. N. E.—estimated distance 2} miles.
This is also a Christian village with a community larger than

that of " The-yai-yo;" it possesses a chapel and school, over
which a Karen Teacher of the Baptist Mission presides.

November 13.—The road from this point eastward is not yet
opened; to effect which and carry it on continuously through the
locations of the " Yaings" it is necessary to collect the several
chiefs of the tribes and make them understand the object. I
have accordingly despatched messengers and Oo-twai with
presents to each of them, desiring them to meet me at this place.
Shifted my tent to the top of a hill to the Eastward and found
the altitude by the boiling point to be 2,794 feet.

Thcr. 6 A. M. 63-, 1 P. M. 84-, 6 P. M. 73-
Nov. 14.—Ther. C A. M. 63-, 1 F. M. 82-, 6 p. M. 75-

Several heavy showers during the day.
Nov. 15.—Thcr. 6 A. it. 07-, 1 i\ M. 85-, 0 P. M. 73«
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The chiefs of the tribes of the Ley-pya-gye and Ley-pya-ngay
arrived in camp to-day from their locations in the higher ranges
to the N. E . ; they belong to a separate section of these Karen
tribes and call themselves Pway-kau-tah. In appearance they are
more robust and better made than the Karens of this locality—their
language is a dialect of the generic form of that in use throughout
the whole of the tribes. In dress they also differ, wearing a short
pair of drawers reaching half way down the thigh instead of the
tunic, the single covering of die tribes nearer the valley of the
Sitang;—from this peculiarity of dress they are styled "trowser-
wearing" Karens, by the Burmese.

I was a good deal surprised at the visit of these chiefs,
because about four months ago, a report was made to me of
their having seized a man of this tribe Mai-ga-doong whom they
refused to restore unless redeemed by the payment of five Kye-
dzeis (5) (a form of brass gong made by the Shins). A mes-
sage from me that they should restore the man and prefer any
complaint they had to make to myself, had also failed in effect,
and I was told that they were opposed to my making a road in
their locality and would prevent it. Expecting to have encounter-
ed some opposition from these chiefs, I was agreeably surprised to
find them at my tent uninvited, and on bringing the matter of the
seizure and detention of the man of this tribe before them, they
acknowledged its truth, stating that he was detained for the
payment of a debt of two Kye-dzeis due to them from the people
of Mai-ga-doong, and that owing to the long period since it was
incurred, upwards of thirty years ago, they demanded five Kye-
dzeis for his release. I then informed them of our law and
system of administering justice, by which they had no right to
seize the body or property of any man, and that their complaints
of whatever nature would be attended to if made through the pro-
per channel or to myself personally ; they declared that they had
not treated my message as represented, but that the man who
brought it behaved in so arrogant a manner that they refused to
listen to him, that hearing of my intention to proceed into the hills
they had waited for the opportunity to come and receive my orders
in person, and finally, that if I so desired it they would at once
restore the man to his tribe. With regard to the road they
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informed me that beyond their own locality it was too difficult for
elephants to pass; and that scarcely a single man of their tribe
had gone across the highest range, fearing to be caught by the
Yaings of those mountains, who seize and sell into slavery all per-
sons of other tribes they can lay hold of; they promised to restore
the man at once and to search for a passage through the high
range and if found, will meet me on the Thouk-yar-khat stream
and shew me the road. Having evinced so good a disposition I
made each a present, with something additional to the chiefs, and
they retured to their village rejoicing.

Sunday Nov. 16.—Ther. 6 A. M. 56', 1 P. M. 80', 6 P. M. 74-
Several Chiefs of " Yain<j3" from the N. E. arrived during the

day, wha with the people accompanying them appeared to be
much interested in the performance of divine worship by the
Mai-ga-doong people. The scripture being read by the Teacher
in the " Sgau Karen" dialect I enquired of several of the Yaings
whether they understood it, they replied that many of the words
were similar to their own language, but they were ignorant of the
general import of what they heard, but that they would be glad
to be taught to read in their own tongue that they might become
like those who had professed Christianity.

Nov. 17—Ther. 6 A. M. 67-, 1 p. M. 85% 6 P. M. 76/
The whole of the Karens who came in yesterday assembled at

my tent, and I explained to them the object of my presence in the
mountains—they expressed great pleasure at my coming and
intimated their willingness to open a road through their hills and
that they would return and await my arrival before commencing
it, lest they made it in a wrong direction, or up too steep an accli-
vity for the elephants. My stock of Cotton Goods having been
nearly expended in payment to the road-makers to this place, I was
compelled to dismiss the people to their villages with a promise
of payment and presents on my arrival amongst them.

Made payment to the Karens employed in opening the road
r̂om Hun-galouk-khyoung to this place—162 men—each receiv-

ing a Rupee and a Goung-boung.
Nov. 18.—Previous to starting for their village the chiefs of

Ley-pya-gyee and Ley-pay-guay requested that Oo-twai should
accompany them to a village of the " Yaings," at a day's journey
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in the mountains to the northward, where two men of their tribe
had been detained for upwards of a year; their request was granted
and Oo-twai was despatched with some presents and a small sum
of money to induce the " Yaings" to restore the men and accom-
pany him back to my camp.

The Na-khau-quay-lay who accompanied the Yaings on their
return to their homes yesterday, has sent in a party of "Bla-ktyee"
(Yaings from the high range of the Terapei-nye-noung) with a
message stating that other tribes situated high up in the range
could point out a road to be opened round the base of the moun-
tains to the northward, but that they refused to meet him. He
requests therefore that some presents of handkerchiefs, beads and
silver coin be sent him to induce them to come in; which are
accordingly sent. The road beyond the central range is reported
to be less difficult than that from Toungoo to this, being probably
the higher plateau of the Table land of Karen-Nee/

Ther. 6 A. M. 65-, 1 p. M. 84-, 6 p. M. 73.'
Nov. 19.—The Eeng-thai-gyee with a few of the head men of the

Karens of "Pa-way" at th e source of the Thouk-yai-khat-khyouna*
in the direction of the intended road, arrived at the camp—they
belong to the Pagoh or " Yaings." They complain of an attack
having been made upon their village by people from 8 villages
of their own class, five days ago. The chief informs me that
these people are the wildest and most untrustable of the whole of the
Karen races, and are the dread not only of his own people, who
are of the same tribe, but of all the surrounding clans as far as
Karen-Nee—that before attacking his village they sent a message
to him inviting him to join them in an attack upon myself and
party when approaching their locations, stating that I had brought
a large amount of gold and silver with other valuable property
which would be divided amongst the attacking party—to this
proposal he would not consent and has come in to warn me of the
intentions of these people. These villages three years ago attacked
the Shan traders whom attempting the passage to Toungoo through
their locations, killed a number of the men and dispersed their
bullocks and ponies, some of which are said stillto be seen in the
less frequented part of the valleys of the central high ranges. It i»
said that they obtained a large amount of plunder on that occasion.
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After taking down the chief's statement in Burmese, I sent him
back to his village, giving to himself and companions a present
each of a red tu;ban and half a rupee. I requested him to let the
turbulent portions of his tribe know that my intentions were peace-
ful and tended to confer a benefit upon them, as those of the
Yaings who had come to my camp could testify, that I had heard
of their wicked intentions towards me, and was fully prepared to
receive them in the character of robbers and murderers, and that
on the first demonstration of hostility towards myself and party I
would inflict a punishment upon them that should strike with
terror the hearts of all their tribe.

Under the Burman government these tribes of the Pagoh
section of the Yainsjs were never subdued, refusing on all occasions
the payment of tribute of every kind, and not infrequently
putting to death any Burman petty ofEciul who had the temerity
to approa'ch their locations ; nor is this to be wondered at when
it is remembered that the Burman government was known to
these wild races only as a remorseless tyranny, from which, as
opportunity offered, they experienced acts of the most cold blood-
ed atrocity. Without a personal knowledge of us, it is but reason-
able therefore that these poor wretches should still entertain the
same opinion of the dominant power, and it therefore becomes a
duty of mercy to exercise a forbearance towards them and propi-
tiate them with acts of kindness that their ignorance be removed.

Having only ten muskets with me I have deemed it prudent
however to send for an additional twenty stand of arms, a volley
from which, should circumstances demand it, will disperse all the
tribes of Yaings that may be within sound of it.

Ther. 6 A. M. 64-, 1 p. M. 86*, 6 P. M. 73*,—with dense fog up
to 10 A. M.

November 20—Ascended the range of hills to the west of the
camp for the purpose of taking a bearing of Toungoo. After a most
tiresome and difficult ascent of two hours owing to the steepness of
the path, reached the summit, which gave an altitude by the boiling
point of 4,132 feet. From this point only a portion of the Sitang
valley south of Toungoo was visible, a still higher range interven-
ing in the direction of Toungoo, which from known localities with-
in view was ebtiiaaled to bear about W. by S. from my position.



JOURNAL OF A TOUll TO KAREN-NEE. 309

Looking Eastward the scene was exceedingly grand ami impos-
ng, tlie main ranges of the Poung Loving1, at a distance of 12 to

15 mile?, forming a complete barrier to the outline in that direction,
while the lower hills at the altitude of iny camp rise abruptly in
the wildest confusion without any general direction, upon which
several Karon villages are seen, each possessing a well defined
area of Toung-ya cnlti ration.

Thermometer 6 A . M . C2l, 1 p. M. 83' , 6 P. M. 75-
November 21—The Karen messengers returned from Toungoo

with dispatches &c received by the mail. Several head men of
villages to the south came in, requesting remissions of their tax
on account of individuals who are sick and otherwise incapacita-
ted from labor, which was granted. A general request for medi-
cines was made, but having brought only a small stock of febri-
fuge medicines for my own party I was unable to aHend to their
requisitions.

Thermometer 6 A. M. 60*, 1 p. M. 81", 6 p. M. 73*
November 22—The old Shan (Oo-myat), who left Toungoo

upwards of a month ago for the purpose of tracing the line of road
tlirough the Eastern Karen locations, and for whose safety I enter-
tained strong fears, returned to-day to camp accompanied by Kwoon
Tee, the son of the chief of Karen-Nee and eight other chiefs of
tribes of tho Yaings east of the Yomah, ("•) through whose country
the road will pass. They all expressed their willingness to open tho
road, but require an advance of 100 rupees each and a portion of
cotton goods to distribute amongst their people ;—this as simplify-
ing tho work I have consented to, at the same time instructing them
to curry the lino ;)t the lowest and easiest levels round the base
instead of across the high ranges, which they have promised to
attend to. These chiefs are in some measure subject to the influ-
ence of Kyay-h'po-gye, to whom however they pay no tax, but
acknowledge his authority merely—they express their gratification
at my passage through their country and state that they will keep
the road permanently open and afford every assistance to the
Shan traders who may proceed by it to Toungoo. For their ready
acquiescence in my plans I have given to each a present of red
cloth.

A number of Red Karens have accompanied the chief* son, bat
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in appearance they resemble the Yaing tribes so exactly that I
conclude them to be of the same race, although I am informed that
their language differs materially.

Ther. 6 A. M. 64-, 1 p. M. 85-, 6 p. M. 76.-
November 23—Sunday.—Sent in an elephant to Toungoo with

despatches, and for the purpose of obtaining additional supplies
to enable me to proceed to " Karen-Nee."

The Karen Missionary San Qua-lah, arrived at this place two
days ago and presides over the Sabbath service, the whole of the
community (adults) being converts to his faith (Am. Baptist)

Ther. 6 A. M. 64-, 1 p. M. 81-, 6 P. M. 72-
November 24.—Kwoon Tee, son of ihe chief of the Red

Karens, with eight chiefs of the Yaings who have accompanied
him, returned to their villages this morning—they will search
for the easiest points of passage across the Yo-mah and on my
arriving at their villages, should I approve of the line, they will
assemble the whole of their people and open the roads. Arrang-
ed with the Yaing Chiefs to advance to each Rs. 120 and a por.
tion of cotton goods, to complete a road through their several
locations eastward of the Yomah, the distance being computed at 20
tungs or 40 miles. Intend moving camp to-morrow along the road
completed to the Thouk-yai-khat khyoung where other chiefs
of the Yainga purpose meeting me. Engaged a number of the
Karens of this village, Mai-ga-doong, to carry the portion of the
baggage which forms the load of the elephant sent to Toungoo.

Two of the Karen Na-khan's people from the village of Ban-
ga-le attacked with small pox and one of the Red Karen Yaing
chiefs suffering from a severe attack of fever; gave them some
medicine, adapted to their respective ailments, and sent them back
to their houses.

Ther. 6 A. M. 62-, 1 P. M. 78-, 6 P. M. 68%
A lower range of the temperature in consequence of the setting

in of the N. E. wind.
Nov. 25.—Crossed the Mega-doo khyoung at the base of the

hill (camp),—course over several low riges to the " Pa-ee-loo
Khyoung at 2J miles from the halting place (a feeder of the
Thouk-yai-khat.)
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That stream forms the boundary between the locations'of Moung
Dine and Mai-go-doo (8).—The latter part of the road across
a high range of 2,200 feet to halting place at its base on the
Thouk-yai-kbat-khyoung. The stream which receives the drain-
age of the subordinate ranges west of the Yomah, is at this point
about 35 yards broad (with deep pools and rocky overfalls) run-
ning at the rate of 3J miles per hour—height per boiling point
2,347 feet above the level of the Sea. The hills on both sides
steep to the water's edge.

Halting place near the Karen (Christian) village of Lay-mun
numbering above 120 souls, course E. N. B.—estimated distance
4} miles.

The route during this day's march lay directly across ridges of
hills of varying altitude, excessively steep in some places, the differ-
ence of altitude passed being as high as 3,200 feet.

November 26—Swam the elephants and ponies across the
stream and passed it over a bamboo floating bridge. Road direct-
ly up the steep face of the hills on the east bank to a high range,
shewing an altitude per boiling point on the ridges of 4,675 feet;
descended to halting place on the Koo Lhoo Khyoung running
into the Thouk-yai-Khat Khyoung at a Karen (Christian) village
(Ley-khoo) with a population of 130 souls. A Karen teacher of
the American Baptist Mission resides here.

Course E.N.E.—estimated distance 3£ miles,—height of stream
at halting place 2,231 feet.

The road, similar to that of yesterday, has been cut in almost
a direct line by the Karens, without reference to any facilities for
turning it along the flanks of the hills. They know of no other
process they say—a most convenient ignorance for them, as the
forming a pathway at lower elevations would incur the labor of
scarping a portion of the hill side to which they are obstinately
opposed, and there is therefore no help for it, but to get the road
opened under any circumstances and be thankful.

At the point of greatest elevation looking down upon the valley
of the Koo Lhoo, a most magnificent view lay open before us.
To the Eastward the high range of the Yomah and Poung Loung
stretched along in an unbroken line from N.N.E . far to the south
with an altitude varying from 5,000 to 8,000 fret. Low on the
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flank of the main range, a succession of elevations without any
general line of direction and with boldly defined rounded summits
filled up the whole space to the centre of the valley, through
which the stream coursed, dashing in snowy wreaths over the falls
seen at intervals in its broken bed; while the morning mists rising
slowly from the valley reflecting back the sun's rays, gave the
appearance of an inlet from the sea, rendered more real by the tops
of the lower congeries of hills rising above the stratum of cloudy
like isolated islands from the ocean. Even the Karens of the party
stopped in silent admiration at the scene, and while still gazing
in abstracted wonderment, the sea of cloud was lifted up, obscuring
from view the higher ranges but leaving the space below in the
valley (about 20 miles broad), clear as the outline of a painted
landscape; but all was silent,—no wreathes of smoke to mark the
village hamlet, no tall spire to consecrate the scene,—one all
pervading tinge of green in varying shades, marking at distant
points the clearings of the Yaings, contrasted with the forest vege-
tation of more somber tint along the course of the stream and in
the deep gorges of the more distant mountains.

The direction of the intended line of road across the main range
was pointed out as crossing nearly the highest of the elevations to
the eastward, but the Yaings of those mountains are as yet oppos-
ed to our passage.

November 27—In consequence of the difficult nature of the
road from Mai-ga-*doo to this place have resolved upon remain-
ing at present halting place until the arrival of the elephant with
supplies from Toungoo. It is also desirable to induce some of the
chiefs of the Yaings at the base of the central range to come into
camp before proceeding through their cultivations against their
will; for which purpose a few presents and a message by one of
the chiefs of a village in that direction have been sent.

During the day a party arrived express from the chief of Karen-
Nee, bringing a letter from the agent, stating that the frontier
villages had been attacked by Shans and Burmese and destroyed,
supposed to be influenced by the Burmese officials at Mobyay in
concert with Kyau-pu-tee and Tse-yee the chiefs hostile to Kyay-
h'po-gye.

Several Karen (YaingJ communities came in to-day to see me,
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they are of the same tribe as this village but excessively filthy in
appearance and dress.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 72*, 1 p. m. 80*, 6 p. m. 7 4 \
Showers of rain during the night.
November 28—Sent the Na-Khan Quay-lay with two of the

head men of this village (Lay-khoo) to proceed along the upper
course of the stream in a northerly direction to endeavor to find
a passage across the central elevation more accessible than that
selected, which involves a considerable detour.

Proceeded to examine a " Salt-lick" at some distance up the
stream, the resort of numbers of deer and wild pigs whose foot-
marks were abundant in the vicinity of the spring, which rises up
through disrupted fragments of granitic and quartz formations—
the whole surface is trodden into black mud, with small pools of
clear water possessing a slightly chalybeate taste but without
smell or other peculiarity.

The Karens (dirty) of yesterday's arrival returned to their
villages, promising to render every assistance to open a road in
their direction if found necessary. All complain of the conduct
of the " Yaings" of the Yomah.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 68*, 1 p. m. 79*, 6. p. m. 72*.
November 29—Proceeded to the upper valley of this water

course (Koo Lhoo) to examine a deposit said by the Karens to be
a portion of the mortar employed by the Burmese in former years
in building a "Pagodah" on a rising ground near the deposit, which
in the shape of a huge mound remains to this day. Found the
deposit in question to consist of a very friable and earthy calcareous
" tufa" of very recent origin, mixed with much water worn detritus
and bearing the imprints of leaves, showing that the waters of the
stream percolate a loose lime-stone formation at its source which
in losing its carbonic acid base forms calcareous beds in different
parts of the stream.

The story of the " Pagodah" a mere legend, the result of a
fancied resemblance of the top of the mountain to a Pagodah in
ruins—nor is it probable that the Burmans in any considerable
body can penetrate these mountain ranges.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 54*, 1 p. m, 78% 6 p. m. 73 \
Sunday, Noo% 30—The Karen Missionary Qua^lah performed
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divine service, the whole of the Karens of the party and many of
the villagers of Koo Lhoo attending.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 64*, I p. m. 79a, 6 p. m. 72*.
While the thermometer ranges at this period on the valley of

the Sitang from 56* to 82* the temperature here even at this
height, 2,231 feet, is more equable with a higher minimum point,
for the reason that the hills through which the stream flows form
a complete barrier to the N. Easterly winds which prevail in
their unobstructed course through the lower valleys.

December 1—The Na-Khan Quay-lay returned from his
inspection of the country to the N.E. He reports that the Yaings
whose localities he reached are the most wretched and debased of
all the tribes in these ranges. On his arrival at their villages
they refused to have any communication with him, and threatened
to spear him if be attempted to enter their houses, which, unlike
the rest of the Yaings, arc built separately, one above the other, up
the steepest part of the mountain sides—their objection being that
he would cause sickness amongst them and that I came to
seize and make slaves of them. After some time, however, during
which he explained the object of my visit and presented the chief
men with a Goung-Boung each, they consented to admit him into
the village on the condition that himself and party should eat
separately. He learnt from them that a road existed in that
direction into the Shan county, but not to Karen-Nee. This road
in company with **gaide from the village he proceeded to inspect
and found that it skirted the main range northward passing across
the sources of the drainage and was in some places so rocky as to
be impracticable to the passage of beasts of burden. It was in
one of these rocky passes that the Shan traders were attacked by
these people as previously noticed, when attempting to reach
Toungoo by this route; and they are under the impression that
to revenge that affair is of one of the reasons for my coming here.

The headman of the village would not consent to return with
the PJa-JChan to c&mp on any terms; but they permitted a
number of the villagers, principally youth, to do so; and verily a
more debased set of human specimens I never met with before;
even the Yaings who were present at my tent, whom I had previous-
ly classed as the filthiest of their kind, shrank involuntarily from
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contact with the new comers whose scant clothing in rotten frag-
ments scarcely sufficed for the purposes of decency; and there they
sat, each representing an animated mass of the most grovelling
debasement of the genus " homo." The Na-Khan said that in
their homes they associated together like pigs and monkeys, but
that the latter were the superior animals because they rejected
filth, which these creatures do not; they live in a constant state of
dread of attack and each man sleeps with his spear in his grasp.
Even in their own clan and in close proximity to each other's vil-
lages this state of vigilance is observed. I caused it to be explain-
ed to them that henceforth a better state of things must prevail
with them—that the past would be forgotten and that they would
be protected so long as they consented to forego their former
practices which if repeated would bring upon them a severe retri-
bution. To each individual I gave a newgoung-boung and a
silver 4 anna piece, which with the instruction they have received
I have no doubt will effect a better state of feeling with their chiefs
on their arrival at their village.

Thermometer 6 a m. 68§, 1 p. m. 79-, 6 p. m. 67*.
Deer. 2—Oo-Moung, the Myo-oke returned from Toungoo with

the extra supplies and other articles as presents sent for from Mai-
ga-doong,—he reports that the Karens of Thge-yai-yo have open-
ed the road by an easy line round the base of the hill as directed.

The pioneer Oo-twai also returned to camp—he reports that in
company with several of the head men of the Karens of Ley-pya-
gye, he proceeded to a village of Yaings at two day's journey in the
hills to the northward where the man stolen from the village of Mai-
ga-doon was detained. After remaining there a day and giving the
few presents he took with him to the chief and head men, they deli-
vered the detained man up to him in accordance with my order to
that effect, and consented to forego all further claim upon him.
They (Oo-twai and party) then set out on their return to my camp
but when about two miles distant from the village they were over-
taken by a large number of the people from the village they had
left, who forcibly took possession of the released villager of Mai-ga-
doon and carried him back with them—they gave no reason for
this conduct merely stating that they had changed their minds,
but that circumstance did not appear to affect the presents they
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had received, which they retained. As such a line of proceeding, if
permitted to pass unnoticed, would induce many other tribes to fol-
low their example, and having done all in my power to induce their
submission by conciliatory measures, I have given an order to
the Myo-oke to proceed with an armed party of peons to demand
the restoration of the captured man, and if refused to take him
and the refractory individuals by force. This is the only instance
in which I have been compelled to use coercive measures witli
these people, and I have no doubt but the appearance of a few
muskets will have the desired effect, without the necessity for
using them.

Thermometer 6 a. ro. 63*, 1 p. m. 78-, 6 p. m. 72:
December 3 and 4.—Detained at halting place during the last

two days in preparing official correspondence of office routine. The
Karen Missionary (Qua-la) having accompanied me thus far states
his intention to do so throughout the route to Karen-Nee, hav-
incr received an invitation from some of the tribes subject to Kyay-
hpo-gye to establish schools with them, and he is also desirous of
meeting that chief to obtain his countenance to these measures.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 54*, 1 p. m. 74-, 4 p. m. 68-.

December 5—Started at 8 a. m., the mist rising so thick from
the stream that the elephants could not proceed until the sun's
rays had dispersed it. The road across low but very steep hills
with water courses falling into the Koo-Lhoo stream: reached
halting place on the Ko-Lau, a feeder of the former, which drains
one of the numerous shallow valleys of this group of hills which
cover the flanks of the higher ranges. Course to Ko-Lau stream
£•—estimated distance 3 aailes.

Course up the stream E. N. E.—estimated distance 1£ mile.
The Tsau-Kai or chief of the Karens of Koo-Lhoo accompanied

me to this place, for the purpose of arranging a difficulty with the
chief of Ko-Lau, his story is as follows:—" I am the chief of all
the Karens of the valley of Ko-Lhoo where I resided until eight
moons since, when I was obliged to fly from my home with my
family and seek protection from the vengeance of that man (point-
ing to the chief of Ko-Lau) with the Karens of Bangalee where
the Na-Khan (Quay-lay) resides. He threatened vengeance upon

for having killed one of his people, who in concert with the
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Bed Karens (9) from across the Eastern mountains had on several
occasions attacked and plundered the villages belonging to me.
On the last occasion of his coming I caught him, placed him in
bands and ordered one of my people to kill him, which was done;
he forfeited his life justly from his crimes and my people have
been relieved of an enemy during whose existence there was no
peace for them; and now this man seeks my life; if I have not
stated the truth let him now in your presence spear me to death."
Such was the chief's story, which was corroborated by the Na-
Khan. On its termination, the chief of Ko-Lau-Karens, who sat
immediately in front of me smoking with a vehemence that plain-
ly shewed it was not the pipe of peace he held, started up from
his sitting posture with an apparent intention of spearing his
neighbour and denying the truth of his statement afterwards, but
before he could move away I placed my hand upon his shoulder
and bade him keep his seat, telling him that I came there 10 do
justice to both parties, and after I had heard his statement I would
gave my decision. He however did not attempt to deny the
wicked practices of his clansman who had been killed, but quali-
fied them by refering to ancient feuds between the tribes which
had never been settled and so forth, he therefore claimed life for
life in accordance with the custom of their race; to this I was
compelled to place a decided negative, and to repeat the lesson
to him which had been so frequently repeated to other tribes, to
the effect, that my presence amongst them was the signal for the
cessation of all old feuds between the tribes, bygones must hence-
forth be bygones, that in the present case the offender had met a
just punishment and as I had made it my affair and had taken the
responsibility of his death upon myself, I was the party to be
speared, if any one, and that for the future, these disputes must be
referred to me for adjustment, when the wrong doer would be
punished and the sufferer protected.

Much useless verbiage passed between the chiefs, participated
in by several of the headmen of both tribes. The explanations of
the Na-Khan meanwhile appeared to have a molifying effect as
the fumes from the chiefs pipe curled upwards with a graceful
peacefulness, until at length on the exhibition of a few painted
handkerchiefs; his heart was subdued and he accepted the gifts,
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acceded to my terms of arrangement and shook his friend by the
hand in token of reconciliation and peace between them.

Other little matters of stolen Kye-dzees, by this chief of Ko-Lau,
were arranged amicably ere I left the place, qjid one poor fellow
complained of the loss of his three children, who were stolen from
him by people from the valley of the Hpoo-Loo across the range,
taken from him, he said, in connivance with his own chief, he of
the pipe, who disclaimed any participation therein but promised
to use his influence for their restoration, and to accompany me to
the village where they are detained, for that purpose.

Complaints of the above nature crowd upon me as I advanee
into these wilds, where from the vicinity to Karen-Nee the facili-
ties for disposing of victims to this degraded state of society are
abundant.
December 6—The course of the road from halting place had been

cut across a range of hills much to the southward of the general
line, and seeing from the appearance of the formations abutting on
the main range that a road might be made along the ridge of a spur
to within a short distance of the Pass, I got the Karens to work
on the new line and proceeded with them as it was completed until
reaching the only spot upon which a small tent could be pitched
under the shoulder of the high peak above the Pass,—here I halted,
sending the elephants and baggage across the range into the
valley of the Hpoo-loo. In ascending to this point both elephants
and Karens who were employed carrying the baggage were in
considerable danger from the fierce east wind which at this season
blows almost continuously for nearly two months. Several of the
ridges upon which they were exposed to its full force were so
narrow and the wind so strong that it required extreme care in
passing them to prevent being hurled many hundred feet down the
almost perpendicular sides of the mountain. Course N. E. £ .—
estimated distance If miles.

Thermometer, noon 68*, 6 p. m. 5 4 \
The east wind continued with full force during the whole night.
Sunday, Dec. 7—Ascended to the top of the pass to ascertain

its height—the boiling point gave the altitude of 6,520 feet.
From this point it was seen that the valley of the Hpoo-loo was

enclosed on its eastern side by a still higher range than that on



JOURNAL OF A TOUR TO KAREN-NEE. 409

which I stood, so that the hill ranges and more level country of
Karen-Nee could not be seen. In every direction the scenery was
of the grandest and most imposing description, surpassing anything
in the power of words to describe, but bearing to the heart a feel-
ing of profound pity and commiseration for the abject state of the
races which inhabit it.

The easterly gale prevailed during the whole day and through
the night.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 4S-, I p. m. 69', 6 p. m. 55a.
December 8—Prooeeded across the pass and down the s;eep

descent on its eastern face into the valley of the Hpoo-loo; to the
westward of the pass the watershed is into the Thouk-yai-khat
and Sitang and the east through this valley into the Salween. The
drainage here is separated from that of the Yoon-za-len by several
ranges of hills, its source being at a distance of two days journey
to the south of this valley—this separation of the drainage forms
a well defined line of demarcation between Karen-Nee and
Toungoo, but the Karens of this valley, of which there are 3
villages, consider the high ridges on its eastern side as the bounda-
ry and use both sides of the valley for their cultivations without
molestation from the Karen-Nee authorities.

This valley is known generally as the Kala-tee-nee-noung in
Burmese—-its name by the Karens being, as previously noted, the
Hpoo-loo.

Course N. E.—estimated distance 1 mile.
The Jemadar reported that one of the elephants had been cold*

struck, and that he would not be able to proceed for two or three
days, this is so far opportune as the road east from this point has
not yet been opened, the people from Karen-Nee not having reach-
ed the range to the eastward.

December 9—Ascertained the height of this valley by the
boiling point to be 3,270 feet.

The man from Ko-Lau, whose children are detained at this place
brought his affair to my notice, and in the midst of the crowd that
sat before my tent pointed out the man in whose possession they
were, who on being questioned stated that his elder brother had
stolen the children, and hearing of my approach had fled from the
village leaving them in his charge. They were then produced, a boy
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of about six and a girl of four years of age, the poor little crea-
tures were entirely naked and as the temperature was below £0,
with a keen east wind blowing up the valley, they sat huddled
together shivering in every limb with cold, and to add to the boy's
misery his right knee had been bitten thiough by a dog and as no
care had been taken of the wound, the knee cap was swollen to an
extent that prevented the limb being straightened which remained
bent under him. A more distressing picture of human misery than
these children presented I never witnessed. It appeared that some
of the women of the tribe had bestowed upon the children some
sort of a covering, but the man who had charge of them prevented
their wearing it. I denounced the fellow before his tribe as a
heartless wretch for his inhumanity and having procured some
clothing for the poor things gave them over to their parent; who,
with the lamed boy on his back and the girl clinging to the torn
fragments of his tunic, proceeded with all haste up the mountain
side and speedily disappeared across the Pass, fearful of again
losing perhaps the only objects in this world which, with the still
absent one, held a place in his breast. The other child I am in*
formed is at a village some two days journey oh the line of route
eastward.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 55*, 1 p. m. 71*, 6 p. m. 58 \
December 10—The eldest son of the chief of Karen-Nee with

upwards of 100 of his people arrived this morning to open the
road directly from this valley to a point of contact with that com-
pleted on the eastern side of the range. As they swept across the
Karen clearings on the eastern flank of the valley they formed a
striking picture and strong contrast with the inhabitants of these
villages. Each man with a cone-shaped red turban on his head
and spear in hand, which glittered in the sun's rays, accompanying
the chief on a white pony, realized in some degree the advance of
a marauding clan of Highlanders of ancient story, but in this case
as in many others, distance lent enchantment to the view, as on
nearer approach, with the exception of the uniform red turban
and short drawers reaching midway on the thigh, they were
scarcely one remove in point of cleanliness from the mass of filthy
beings of this locality.

Having selected a point of ascent up the eastern range, the Red
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Karens commenced work in good earnest promising to get it
finished in two days.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 56*, 1 p. m. 73% 6 p. m. 58*.
December 11—The sick elephant being reported sufficiently-

well to be able to proceed to-morrow, I collected the whole of the
Yaings who have been employed in opening the road from Koo-
Lhoo to this point for the purpose of paying them. My tent
being pitched on a rising piece of ground close to the spot at
which the Yaings were assembled, it was curious to observe the
groups as they sat, each tribe separately, eyeing intently the divi-
sion of the goung-boungs from the piece of muslin ere they were
distributed, and the transition from an aggregated mast of about
500 dirty heads, scarcely distinguishable from the ground around
them, to the same bound round with a wreath of snow white
muslin—the ends being stuck upright on the top-knot of their hair
—was bordering upon the ridiculous. Some who had earned two
goung-boungs had bound the heads of their infant children with
the extra one, and on receipt of the silver coin (4 anna pieces) due
to them each section made its way back to its own village shouting
and capering up the mountain path like imps incarnate, of which
problematical species they would would form no bad specimens.

Having ascertained that a poor old woman of a tribe of B ways
was detained in bondage by the chief of a Yaing tribe at the head
of this valley, on my arrival here I despatched one of the Na-Khans
with a request that she be delivered to her people, some of whom had
accompanied the party. The Na-Khan returned, however, stating
that he had failed to obtain her release and that the chief was pre-
pared to resist any attempt to take her away by force. Being within
our line of boundary this could not be suffered and I had ordered
two of the elephants to be prepared and several of the Bur man guard
to accompany me, intending to take advantage of the moon-light to
approach the village before the people had risen. During the after-
noon, however, a member of the community of Hpoo-Loo came with
the Na-Khan to my tent stating that the chief of the tribe by whom
the woman was detained was his relation, and that if I would
furnish him with a few articles as presents he would return to
camp bringing the woman and the chief with him. He lett with the
articles in his possession and during the forenoon returned accom-
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panied by the chief, several of the headmen of the tribe and the
old woman. One of the men had in his possession an old musket
and presuming upon its terror inspiring properties the chief on
meeting with the Na-Khan assumed a high tone, threatening him
for having approached the village. He was told to alter his beha-
viour, and on being brought to me at my tent appeared to have
become considerably tamed, listened with apparent deference to
what I had to say, and gave up the poor old woman to her people
without any demand beyond the usual one of a Kyee-dzee said to
be due by her people to his tribe. I presented a few Rupees and
handkerchiefs to both himself and head men and he appeared
to be agreeably surprised at the treatment he met with. During
the time of our negotiation when sitting before my tent, the
Burman guard fired off the old charges from their muskets, and
the sick elephant to whom medicine was being administered
roared and whined like a refractory Cyclops, which discordant
sounds had I suspect great influence in taming the savage into
amiability.

December 12—Proceeded by a zig-zag road, very steep in some
parts, to the top of the eastern range, the distance as shown by the
perambulator being nearly 2 miles,—ascertained the height to be
7,425 feet. The whole hill systems were visible from this elevation,
the Nat Toung bearing S. 8. E., being the highest point within
range of vision, ascertained by me on a former occasion to be up-
wards of 8,000 feet. To the westward the Sitang was clearly
visible through a break in the ranges, having the appearance, seen
through the blue haze, of separated lakes—the distance in a direct
line being about 85 miles.

I attempted from this point to get a general direction of the
ranges, and found that on the west of my position the large
masses had a direction about S.S.E. and N. N. W. while those on
the east, less aggregated but more broken, had no line that could
be applied as a general course of the up heavement, but the contor-
tions of their flanks and spurs and their rugged and uneven outline
shewed them to belong to the limestone series of formations.

Course Nc by E., distance 6 miles, to halting place on the valley
ofTha-bo-loo.

December 13—The road to-day passed along the base of several
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distinct ranges of lime and sandstone to the head of one of the
feeders of the Foung-Loung-Ngay near the village of a Karen-Nee
Yaing chief (Loot-Tsee) after whom the locality is named. This
individual appears to exercise the chief control over all the Karens
of this locality and holds himself independant of the authorities
of Karen-Nee, against whose people he has on several occasions
opposed a successful resistance to their demands:—Course S. E«,
3J miles, N. E., 3 mile*.

Sunday 14—During the usual halt on the Sabbath, the chief
Loot-Tsee appeared in the camp, bringing the stolen child belong-
ing to a man who has accompanied the Karen missionary and not to
the man whose two children were restored to him at Hpoo-Loo as
stated previously—the restoration to the father was easily arranged
through the medium of a few presents, and the chief was informed
that such practices as robbery and kidnapping would be put an
end to on my meeting the chiofs of Karen-Nee.

All the Yaing tribes on the eastern watershed assume the costume
and speak the dialect of Karen-Nee. The contrast, especially as
regards the dress of the females, is striking and peculiar when com-
pared with that of the western, or as a local distinction, the Toun-
croo-Yaings, whose clothing consists of a simple petticoat and arm-
less tunic. The former wear a head wrapper of dark cloth made
up square from the forehead, resembling the head dress of the
Italian peasant women, a piece of the same material hanging in front
of the bust and tucked into the waist of the lower covering, a short
petticoat reaching barely to the knee, and over these garments they
hang first round the neck heavy masses of bead-necklaces and any
silver ornaments they possess, coins &c &c, the hole in the lobe of
the ear is enormously enlarged in which a large plug of metal
or plated wood is placed, then round their hips a band of red and
white beads of 6 inches broad, and from the knee front to the
middle of the calf of the leg the same massive wrapper of red and
white beads, brass and copper rings of from 3 to 4 lbs weight on
each leg, which in the older females gives the calf of the leg the
appearance of having been compressed from below the knee to
the middle of the calf where the flesh bulges out and forms a Fort
of ledge for the load to rest upon. Such a method of adornment
one would fancy tended to impede the movements of mountain-
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eers who are in the daily habit of carrying heavy loads on their
backs suspended by a band across the forehead and yokes over the
shoulders, but they appear to suffer no inconvenience from it and
regard her handsome vhose limbs are loaded to an extent that
she is compelled to perform two segments cf a circle in e^ery step
she takes.

AD, from the wrinkled grandmother of eighty to the child of
four or five years old, smoke a short bamboo or horn pipe, the
bowl being made of brass or copper, and amongst a group of
smokers I observed a woman who, after smoking the contents of
the pipe, tapped the bowl in the palm of her hand to extract the
unburnt remnants, which, having collected, she tossed into her
mouth, chewed and swallowed with evident gusto. I mentioned
this circumstance to the Karen teacher, and his remark was
to the effect that it imparted a stimulus to the stomach and produc-
ed a sensation similar to that from taking opium; a more filthy act
I could not have imagined a female capable of, savage or civilized.

December 15—The road to-day passed along two sides of
several limestone ranges, going over a zig-zag distance by the
wheel of nearly 8 miles to the stream of the Poung Loung, one of
the affluents of the Salween. This stream is about 30 yards broad
with a very rapid current of 3 to 4 feet depth, shewing a steep
inclination of the valley to the southward. Course N. E.—esti-
mated distance 4J miles.

The Karen agent Moung-Hpo, with the son of the chief Kyay-
Hpo-Gyee, met me at this halting place bringing a present of a
bullock, rice &c with a friendly message of welcome from the chief.
A large quantity of fine teak on the hill sides of the valley, which
some timber merchants from the lower provinces have been work-
ing for the Moulmain market.

December 16—Both my servants being laid up with strong
fever I was compelled to remain stationary at present camp to
enable them to take the usual remedies.

On examining the hills in the vicinity of the camp, found that
the teak, with which a few stunted Firs (Pinus longifolia) was
mixed, invariably affected the sandstone patches lying on the lime-
stone, the latter in some places striking perpendicularly up for
many hundred feet above the sandstone. Much quartz and clay
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jasper accompany the above rocks as rolled fragments in the bed
of the stream. Ascertained height of halting place 2,421 feet.

Thermometer 53' 6 a. m., 78* 2 p. m., 63* 6 p. m.
December 17—The sick men being sufficiently recovered to

enable them to proceed on the elephants, started at day light along
a road of steady ascent to the top of the range at about 6,500 feet,
varying from which height to 5,000 the route throughout the day
was maintained. No sight of the lower land of Karen-Nee was had
until reaching an opening in the last high range to the eastward,
when, and in descending its eastern face, the whole country of
Karen-Nee lay spread out before us. Unlike the localities of the
tribes of Karens in the mountains passed to the westward, the
plantations on this side were all carefully cleared of weeds when
the crops had been removed, shewing a bright-red surface, and
bringing out clearly the waving outline of the slopes; this com-
bined with the distant view of the lower lands of Karen-Nee, all
bared of their primeval forest and rolling in broad topped undula-
tions to'the distant horizon, comprized a scene of beauty second
to none but some of the inland portions of Java, which it greatly
resembles.
, Many large sized firs, associated with teak and Een (diptirocar-

pus alatus) passed during the march. The formations more
prominently available for examination than hitherto were the
principal form of limestone with its accompanying sandstones and
clay shales.

Halting place on one of the feeders of the Nan-pai-khyoung.
Course E. N. E.—estimated distance 8} miles.

December 18—The continued descent of yesterday proved so
fatiguing to both man and beast that it was found necessary to
make a short march to-day :—the road for the most part descend-
ing down the spurs of the main range—halted on the Nan-pai-
khyoung an affluent of the Salween which forms the drainage of
the centre lands of Karen-Nee. Course N. N. E.—estimated
distance 2£ miles.

December 19—Proceeded by a road cut up the course of a
gorge, in the lateral spurs, to the main trading road through
Karen-Nee from the northward, a good cart road which can "be
traversed by carriages to the Salween at a distance to the south
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of 3 days march from the junction with the main road to the chief
•village; the road passes across the undulating low hills of Karen-
Nee, portions of which have been cultivated in fields and the crops
but lately removed. Other portions fallow of the past season
were being prepared with the hoe for next year's rains, the rank
grass and weeds on the surface being collected in patches previous
to burning. At the point of the main road a band of gongs and
drums with a bamboo flute joined the party and kept up an in-
cessant thumping until our arrival at the chief's village compri-
ing upwards of 200 houses. All the chief men of the surrounding
villages had assembled to do us honor, each one riding a pony
of very small pretensions to good looks or size, but whether
owing to the spirit stiring sounds of the brass instruments, or
more probable the spirit which their riders had imbibed, they
coursed with, each other up and down the slopes, running madly
after each other and cutting such cantrips as only drunken riders
and drunken beasts can cut with impunity, and they so continued
their performance until my arrival at the halting place on a rising
ground near the chief's residence. Course N. N. E.—estimated
distance 12J miles.

The villages seen along the line of road are all very prettily
situated on the tops of the hillocks, surrounded by clumps of the
gigantic bamboo.

December 20—-Having intimated my intention of visiting the
chief at his residence, he sent a message to the effect that he
would prefer visiting me at my tent, the reason, although not
expressed, being (a common one with all the Karen tribes) that the
visit of strangers to their houses is attended with subsequent
calamity to them in the shape of some disease of a contagious
nature, and for the same reason the line of road which in many
places would have been more direct by passing close to the villages
was invariably turned away making a considerable detour in some
instances. To return to the chief, the old man accordingly made
his appearance at my tent during the forenoon and on entering it
at my invitation, stood for sometime regarding it with extreme
curiosity ; having satisfied himself that it was not a bamboo fabric,
he enteied it and seajed himself at my request on a camp chair,
drawing up his legs on the seat tailor fashion. From the letters
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I had received from him at Toungoo in which he constantly refer-
red to his extreme age, as well as from the reports of those who
had seen him, I was prepared to meet an old man of 70 or so;
but his appearance fully bore out his statement that he had passed
his ninetieth year. Small of frame, which bore evidence of his
having been a wiry active man, he carried himself remarkably
well for his age, but the bent spine, the tremulous motion of the
hands and bleared eye, with a vacant expression and a hesitation
of speech, told but too true a talc of his having passed the age
assigned to man.

In dress he was distinguished from all his people by wearing
the costumo of the Shans, (a double breasted jacket and loose
trousers of white cloth with a turban of the same material); across
the left shoulder hung suspended by a red cord his state Dha with
the sheath and handle covered with silver plates ornamented; and
as a support, forming at the sametime his insignia of authority, he
carried a stout spear of seven feet long with a broad blade and the
whole of the shaft encased in silver. From the head of the shaft
at the point of insertion of the blade a mass of horse hair dyed red
hung down, fringe-like, giving rather a handsome appearance to
the weapon.

I informed the old chief that the Governor of the Province of
Pegu had deputed me on my present mission with the double
purpose of opening a trading road to the Shans through Karen-
Nee and across the mountain region to the west into the valley of
the Sitang, which I had accomplished, and also, that hearing of
the dissensions and repeated aggressions of other chiefs of Karen-
Nee upon his, Kyay-hpo-gyee's, people, the Go vernor of Pegu
was desirous that all misunderstandings should be arranged
through my agency and peace established between them, with-
out which no permanent security to the safe passage of the traders
would be attained and the country derive no benefit from the
measures adopted by our government, which regarded with warm
interest the prosperity of Karen-Nee as an independant power. I
also brought other matters to the chief's notice, especially the
subject of the agency of his people in slavery, its effects upon the
Yaings within our border, and its objectionable and revolting
character. And finally, on introducing tUc Karen-Nee Teacher

A
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Qua-lah to him, I informed him of the benefits to be derived by
his people from adopting a means of enlightenment which would
raise them above the reproach of being uncivilized and babarous,
and in the possession of a written character place them on a level
with the surrounding nations of Shans, Siamese and Burmese.
To all I said, which was interpreted to him by the Shan My-
Hpoo in an exceedingly condensed form, if the shortness of the
speech were a sufficient indication, the old man appeared to give a
nervous listening, and then replied in a string of short coughing
sentences, which occupied him for more than half an hour, the
burden of which was the oft repeated story conveyed in his letters
(written in Burmese by a Shan Poon-gye who resides here), of the
ingratitude of Kyau Pee Tee, the Chief of Ngwae Toung, who from
being his dependant and protege and entrusted with a portion of the
country, had sought the aid of the Burmese to dispossess him, Kyay-
hpo-gyee, and become ruler of the country, subjecting it to the
authority of the Burmese &c, to which government neither he, the
chief, nor his sons, would ever submit, on account of the atrocities
they committed when they invaded the country from Toungoo
about ten years ago. This one subject appeared to hold posses-
sion of the old chief's mind to the exclusion of every other, and I
perceived as he proceeded on with the garrulity of extreme old
age to a repetition of the same story, (or, as interpreted into
Burmese by his son-in-law the Shan, fool's talk), the uselessness
of prolonging a conversation with him. I therefore desired the
Shan to inform him that I would write a letter to Kyau Pee Tee,
expressing a wish for an interview with him and informing him of
my object in visiting Karen-Nee, and that I would defer the
consideration of other matters for the present. I accordingly
wrote a letter to Kyau Pee Tee, and sent it by the agent Moung-
Hpoo and the old Shan trader OoMyat, but could procure no
guide of Kyay-hpo-gyee's people, and with much difficulty I
induced a Shan long resident here to accompany them as guide,
so great is the dread of these people (a mutual feeling I am told)
of capture and slavery.

I availed myself of the opportunity of the chief's visit to obtain
particulars of the histpry of his race who are, ethnically consider-
ed, a distinct people from all the surrounding tribes of Karens.
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Those particulars as being too lengthy for a diary I have embodied
in my general report on the country.

Thermometer 6* a. m. 54-, 2 p. m. 73*, 6 p. m. 66*.
December 1.—Sunday, 54* „ 75* „ 68\
December 22—Having pitched the camp close to the village

of the chief's residence, I have in consequence been subjected to
the incessant annoyance of being stared at and noise-confused by
all the inhabitants, men, women and children, the latter of whom
consider me some wild beast whom it would bo dangerous to
approach within reach. Under the impression that I have
performed my part of the obligation and given every one an
opportunity of satisfying their curiosity, I moved the camp to the
top of an adjacent hill from whence a splendid view is had of the
surrounding country, and, with the exception of chance passengers,
I shall be free from the annoyance of an insatiable curiosity.

During the moving of the camp I proceeded to a prominent
point on the hills in the vicinity to examine the country. From
my position, looking southward, the whole space presented a mass
of broad topped undulations varying from 2 to 600 feet in height,
the valleys curving with a gentle slope to the centre, down which
in broad patches the newly prepared surface offered a striking
contrast to the portions clothed with stubble of last season's crops
in the bright red and chocolate hues of the soil. Small patches
of low jungle clothed the sides of the occasional steep gorges, and
this, with the clumps of gigantic bamboo throwing its points of
feathered foliage in graceful curves around and high above the
villages within its shade, relieved the monotony of the landscape
by their varied shades of green which shone brilliantly in the
sun's rays, merging in the far distance in darker shades until lost
in the blue haze that showed the ranges of limestone rocks form-
ing the back ground of the picture in the direction of the Sal ween
river. On the east side, an immense fissure in the formation with
steep sides and narrow centre diversified the scene, on both sides
of which the same undulating surface, with broad patches of culti-
vation, extends to the base of a ridge of hills which separate these
lands from the Salween river. To the west the curves are more
extended, giving to the centre an " ocean wave like" shape, dotted
over with'jsites of villages and low peaks of limestone rock cover-
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cd with vegetation, increasing in dimensions as they approach the
main ranges, whose rugged peaks, pile upon pile, close the scene
on that side. A high swelling ridge, bare of vegetation, shut out
the prospect northward, but the guide informed me that at the
distance of a few circles beyond, the undulations merged into a
vast plain which extends far into the Shan states.

I had frequently heard of the beauty of this country, but a
language picture is but a feeble agent in depicting the scenes of
nature's grandeur in all their full reality which form the landscape
on every side, it requires but the presence of water in meandering
streams coursing the base of the undulating hills to render it a
perfection of the picturesque, but this, from being considerably
higher than the main drainage of the western ranges and separat-
ed therefrom by the broken masses of the mountain limestone, it
does not possess. This absence of running streams however
applies only to the centre portion of the surface, as at distance of
a few miles N. and S., copious streams flow eastward into the
Salween—the Nan-pai to the south and the Poonand its tributaries
to the north of my position. In all the steep gorges, however,
which are clothed with dense vegetation, small runlets exist of
sufficient capacity to meet all the wants of the inhabitants without
the necessity for seeking it below the surface of the hill valleys.

I ascertained the height of my present camp to be 3,315 feet,
and with this data the range of elevation of the undulating surface
may be stated at from 3,000 to 3,650 feet above the sea level.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 65', 2 p. m. 72-, 6 p. m. 65*.
The real grounds of objection to my visiting the residence of the

old chief were accidentally discovered during the forenoon by
several of the Burmese guard, who, in strolling through the village
near the chief's house, came upon two poor wretches confined by
a chain round the neck and with their legs in bamboo stocks in a
small enclosure, where they have been kept for several months
past, their crime being, they were told, a suspicion of their having
stolen a bullock and a Kye-dzee the property of a relation of the
chief who resides at a village near that from whence these men,
who are Yaings, were taken. I have already spoken to the Shan
and the son of the chief on the inhumanity of such treatment, and
on delivering the present I have brought for him shall make a
request for their release.
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December 23—Accompanied by the Shan and one of the head-
men of the village I proceeded to the termination of the undula-
ting formation at a distance of about eight miles to the northward,
at which point a most magnificent prospect burst at once upon
the view. At from 800 to 1,000 feet below us lay an unbroken
plain of at least 30 by 50 miles, spreading to the northward until
lost in the faint blue base line of the distant hills which bounded
the horizon, nearest the base of our position beautifully undulating
valleys with gently curves swept downwards until lost in the level
surface of the plain, upon whose broad space, at intervals of a few
miles, bright spots of verdure with the towering bamboo marked
the sites of villages near which herds of cattle grazed in the stubble
of the past harvest. Hills enclosed the plain on every side, form-
ing a God-created ring-fence to a scene which in its entirety is
surpassingly beautiful.

During the journey several places of interment of the dead were
passed. Each village in fact reserves a plot of jungle for this
purpose, and in the deep foliage of the underwood small miniature
houses are seen, upon which hang suspended the baskets, imple-
ments of cultivation and household use, and fresh offerings of
pumpkins, heads of maize and millet, and the neverfailing gourd-
shell which contained the intoxicating beverage (the fermented
liquor of rice and millet) of the departed one. In addition to the
articles of daily use when alive, a portion of the valuables (gold
or silver ornaments) of the deceased are buried with the body, a
custom observed by all Karens who know no other than the
degraded spirit worship10.

On my return to camp found the agent Moung-Hpo with
Oo-Myat returned from the chief of Ngwai-Toung, Kyau-Pee-Teo,
bringing an answer to my letter couched in the most friendly
terms.. He states his pleasure at my arrival in the country and the
gratification it will afford him to meet me, but that the unfortunate
state of affairs between himself and the chief Kyay-Hpo-Gyee
renders it impossible for him to come within his authority, but
that he will welcome me to his village and do all in his power to
bring about the settlement of their differences in a spirit that the
inhabitants of the country, who are of the same kindred, may enjoy
peace and security for the future. He also professes to be equally
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interested with myself in the prosperity of the traders, to whom he
promises to afford all the assistance in his power in passage
through the country.

I caused the contents of the letter to be communicated to the
chief, his sons, and the head men, urging upon them the necessity
for their co-operation with me in the good work of reconciliation
which was now open to them. I also suggested that the chief's
sons accompany me to Ngwai Toung, but they shrunk from the
idea of what they said would be certain, death to them for
reasons best known to themselves. I requested them however to
consult with their father and let me know as soon as possible the
conclusion they came to, as it was my intention to proceed to
Ngwai Toung.

Thermometer 6 a. m., 58-, 2 p. m., 75', 6 p. m., 66*.
December ?A—Rain during the night which, attended with

clouds of drift, continued during the whole of the day, keeping the
temperature below 60, and producing an uncomfortable sensation of
coldness. These N. Easterly showers are seasonable throughout
the range of the monsoon changes and occur in the lrrawaddy,
Sitangand Salween valleys during this month.

The implements of cultivation in use throughout the country
are a broad-bladed hoe and the Shan plough, the latter of very
light construction with a share of iron, or rather a shoe of six
inches long by four broad fitted on to the wood of the share and
made, with a slight curve towards the point which prevents it pene-
trating the soil beyond four inches deep. The hoe is used
chiefly on the sloping sides of the hills, the plough on the more
level surfaces, and in the use of both the women partake equally
with the men; in fact, from what I have witnessed, the females
perform by far the larger portion of out-doors work and appear
to be a hardy industrious class1 *. On proceeding to their fields or
returning from them with a heavy load over their back, after the
labors of the day, each one carries a spindle of prepared cotton
wool in her left hand and twister in the right one, with which
they spin the cotton yarn as they move along, to weave into articles
of clothing at their leisure.

Besides paddy, the cereals planted are maize, millet and kyuk*
the two latter used chiefly in the manufacture of a fermented liquid
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(Koung) which is universally drunk by all classes, and is regarded
as a panacea for " all the ills that flesh is huh* to" ; moderation
in the use of this beverage appears to be the exception to the
rule, and Dean Swift's fifth reason for drinking the prevailing
excuse for excess to intoxication whenever an opportunity offers.
Vegetables of the pumpkin class, with several descriptions of beans,
the oil " sesame," the ground nut, tobacco and cotton plants all
form a portion of their cultivation and judging from the size of
esculents left to rot or for seed in the fields, the soil (a rich loam
of bright red and chocolate hues) is of more than ordinary fertility.

The level surface lands of the plain are planted and cropped
annually similar to those of paddy lands (wet) generally, but the
uplands, in the absence of the renovation from submersion, arc
allowed to be fallow for three or four years, by which time they
are covered with grass and brushwood sufficient in the decompo-
sition to afford nutriment to the soil for a new crop.

The chiefs son (Kwoon Tee) sent a message to the effect that
having consulted the augury of the bones of a fowl, the result was
against his accompanying me to Ngwai Toung, but that he would
accompanying his father to my tent to-morrow if the rain ceased
to talk the matter over. The ridiculous superstition of consulting
the oracle by the position and number of the small orifices in the
bones of fowls, upon which most of the Karen race pin their faith,
is a serious obstacle to the introduction of any measure tending
to their improvement. An instance of this occurred a few days
since, when the eldest son of the chief suffering from an attack of
fever, the result I presume of an excess of Koung Yai, I sent
him an emetic powder, but he was deterred from taking it by the
result of the indications of the augury he had consulted, which
was unfavorable, and he now lies ill of intermittent fever relying
upontfie " spirit" of his worship to restore him.

Thermometer 6 a. m., 54*, 2 p. m., 58*, 6 p. m., 56*.
December 25—The chief with his sons and a numerous retinue

came to my tent to consult on the matters touching the letter from
the chief of Ngwai Toung, Kyau Pee Tee. In reply to my
proposition, he stated that neither himself, his sons, nor the chief
men believed in the professions of Fee Tee, nor would they trust
themselves within his power, that as a test of his (Pec-Tee's)
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sincerity he should accompany me my return from Ngwai-
Toung when he would be well received and every consideration
given to anything he had to offer as a means of reconciliation ;—
that Pee-Tee was formerly regarded by him as his son until after
assigning him a portion of the country he sought the favor of the
Burman government, who instigated him in his attacks upon
Kyay-hpo-gye's people and villages, since which there has been no
peace for the inhabitants. He stated his desire of placing the
entire control of the country in the hands of our government or of
myself, if I would remain in the country, but that in the event of
my returning wtlhout bringing matters to a friendly termination,
the same anarchy and unhappiness would follow as had obtained
for the past ten years, and the Burmese, who had intimated an
intention of placing a frontier guard within the Karen-Nee country
subject to him, at a place to the northward called Nan-tsan-khan,
would through Nga-Pee-Tee's agency eventually become masters
of the country, and finally, that ere he passed away he was desir-
ous of securing pace to his people and sons by the only means to
that end he knew—viz: the protection of our government on any
terms it might dictate.

In reply, I could only urge what I had previously stated,—that
for the security of both parties and the traders, the Governor of
Pegu had deputed me to endeavor to effect a reconciliation between
the chiefs, which on my arrival at Ngwai Touiig I should use my
best endeavors to accomplish. With regard to the subject of trans-
fer of his country to our government, I explained that I was not
empowered to treat, but that his wishes therein, as well as all
other matters affecting the tranquilily of the country, would be
communicated to my superior; where every consideration would
be given thereto.

I took the opportunity of pointing out the malpractices «f the
Yaings of the western ranges within his territory, as well of the
Red Karens themselves, in attacking and carrying into slavery the
people from the tribes within the Toungoo boundary. He said
that such acts were committed without his knowledge or authority,
each village chief acting independantly of him, and that he would
do all in his power to put a stop to such for the future, but that
the best means of preventing it would be my residence in the
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country, as the village chiefs would respect and fear my authority;
Before the party left I spoke to the chiefs son Koon-Tee, on

the inhumanity of keeping the two poor wretches chained by the
neck and legs in his father's village. He stated that both had been
caught stealing cattle and that they were so detained not by
the chief, but by the people whose bullocks had been stolen, until
ransomed by their relatives. This fact proved, what I had all along
suspected, that there ifi actually no government in the country, and
that the chief is so in name only—the patriarch of his clan.

The eldest son of the chief (Koon-Sha) who was suffering from
the effect of fever preferred a claim for 420 Us. for people employed
on this side of the hills in making the road to the junction with
the main trading one; having satisfied myself as to its correctness
I paid the money, which was distributed forthwith amongst
numerous expectants, who, \vith matchlock, or from one to three
spears in hand and a dagger at the waist, presented the appearance
of men who would brook no injustice even from a chiefs son13.

Therm. 6 a. m. 57', 2 p. m. G4-, 4 p. m. G2-, with clouds and
passing mist which obscured the sun during the whole day.

December 26—Several individuals of tribes who inhabit the
mountains to the N. W. of the Shan states came to see me. They
call themselves Lat-kta, and Padoung, the former designated
Tarvo or bare-headed by tthe Red-Karens from the fashion of
cropping their hair close, with the exception of two long locks hang-
incr down from the temples. They are profusely decorated with
ornaments of shells and beads, a coronet of the former round the
head and heavy necklaces of the latter. Both tribes have a pecu-
liarity of feature, resembling in some measure the Chinese, with the
iris colored of a light brown which would mark them as a distinct
race from the Karens of this locality and the adjacent mountain
ranges. Their language also is entirely distinct from any spoken
by the Karen tribes and resembles in sound and inflection the
Chinese and Shan languages.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 58*, 2 p. m. 70a, 6 p. m. 66*.
December 27—During our earjy walk across some paddy

cultivation in stubble, a pheasant and several red legged part-
ridge got up; the latter birds appear to be plentiful as I hear them
from the tent calling from each patch of Ion* crraSs around.
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On my return discovered several plants of the wild raspberry
creeping amongst the limestone blocks, they were in fruit, which
is small and with little taste or flavor beyond an incipient
sweetness. I also discovered a vine bearing bunches of while
flowers of a soft and pleasant scent; the whole of the vines and
creepers at present in bloom have a similar fragrant scent in a
greater or less degree, and all would form an acquisition to the
ornamental plants of our gardens.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 63*, 2 p. m. 72*, 6 p. m. 64*
December 28—Sunday—Sent an intimation to the chief of

my intention to move camp to-morrow to Noung Belai, the re-
sidence of Kyay-hpo-ngay, to which place, as friendly relations
exist between the two chiefs, the son of Kyay-hpo-gyee, Koon
Tee, is desirous of accompanying me.

The Shan Poon-gye paid me a visit during the afternoon, and
during a conversation on the subject of the spirit worship of the
Red Karens and their abject superstitions, he said that many of
the youths evinced a wish to be taught to read and write, and to
learn the forms of prayer of the Budhist faith, for which purpose
they had occasionally visited his monastery, but that the parents
had chastised them for it, and prevented their returning; the
Karen Missionary (Qualah) also finds that they entertain an
insuperable objection to adopt a faith whose tenets prohibit the
use of the intoxicating Koung Yai:-—to substitute water for it
(which by the way they use rarely for purposes of ablution and
never for drinking when their favorite Koung Yai is to be had)
would, they say, entail fatal consequences upon them.

In my enquiries regarding the prevaling diseases and cause of
death, I find that the generality of the deaths in the adult popula-
tion, with the exception of those from Small-pox and Measles, are
the natural ones of old age and decrepitude, and from Kyay-hpo-
gyee, the chief whose century of existence iabut a few years distant,
I learnt that Cholera had never visited this favored region.

Thermometer 6 a. m 60*, 4 p. m. 73-, 6 p. m. 66.

December 29—Proceeded to Noung Belai, the residence of the
chief Kyay-hpo-ngay, the road curving with the base line of the
undulations for eight miles when it descends by a gradual incline
into the valley of the plain. Throughout the whole descent, as
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from nearer approach the level land became more distinct, with
patches of water at intervals, near which herds of cattle were
grazing, each turn of the road revealed fresh beauties in the
landscape, and in passing along the road through the centre of
the valley, the lines of trees of the Banyan and prickly Euphor-
bia planted as line fences enclosed by deep ditches, the graceful
masses of gigantic bamboo all carefully fenced round, the park-
like appearance of the slopes and the careful tillage of the deep
red soil marked with the furrows of the plough, combined to form
a pleasing picture, resembling in the distant prospect scenes of
home and its peaceful vallies; all was in unison, mountain and
valley, grove and plain, in nature's beauty blending.

Near the foot of the low hills on which the villages of Noung
Belai to the number of about 250 houses are built, a stream from
the western hills pours its waters into the plain. Glided by drains
in its course it is made to flow across the grain lands which in one
broad expense has the appearance of a lake. As the waters drain off
the wet land is made to yield a second crop of the season by those
who have an incentive to so much additional industry, but few
I am told avail of this providential water gift as their granaries
are full to overflowing with the produce of the last season's harvest.

In accordance with their usages of welcome, I was met at about
midway on the line of march by a gong, and a troop of mounted
" Cossack" chiefs of villages who, each perched on his high saddle,
tpear in hand and each beast (pony being implied) with a strap of
small bells as a neck-strap to the bridle, kept up such an intolerable
gingling, that nearly drove my own beast mad, so that after a
series of attempts to escape from them during which I partook ot
his irritation from pure sympathy, I dismounted and walked for the
remainder of the journey. On the line of march in passing through
one of the villages I observed a beautiful specimen of a leopard
slung by the neck near a spirit's house. It was dropping to pieces
from decomposition, having been killed by the villagers a week
previously in the act of seizing a young bullock. ' From enquiry
it appears to be the only beast of prey of the larger kind in the
country, the tiger scarcely ever leaving the deep jungle cover rf
the lower land.

Thermometer (5 a. m. 58', 6 p. in. 69*
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December 30—The chief of Noting Belai, or as he is styled
Kyay-hpo-ngay, in company with a young man Po Bya, the chief
of certain villages to the northward, came to .my tent with the
usual tail of silverhandled and sheathed Dha-bcarers, and a rabble
of villagers all armed with either spears, matchlock or musket.
Neither gaud of apparel nor beauty spot of cleanliness distinguish-
ed these chiefs from the rest, a Shan jacket and a pair of blue
trowsers, innocent of water from the day of their birth and scented
powerfully with the epillings of Koung Yai and the fumes of to-
bacco, rendered their presence within the tent, crowded with others
of like fragrance, by no means enjoyable. Speaking no:hing but
their own Karen-Nee dialect they were communicated with
through the Shan Agent of Kyay-hpo-gye, Moung-Hpoo. The
young chief uttered not a word, but viewed the interior of the
tent round and round again and no doubt stored up conclusions
too valuable for utterance. The chief Kyay-hpo-ngay, in reply
to my suggestions affecting a reconciliation with Kyau Pee Tee of
Ngwai Toung, said that when the Burmese invaded Karen-Nee
his father and uncle had been taken and killed through the agency
of Kyau Pee Tee but that had occurred a long time ago, however,
and that he had no difficulty to settle on old matters, he Wished to
live in peace and to see all the people of the same race (Red
Karens) enjoy the same instead of as at present fighting with and
plundering each other, and finally that any arrangement for the
establishment of friendly relations between Kyau Pee Tee and the
chief Kyay-hpo-gye which I could effect he would also agree to:
having said which he resumed his pipe and so ended the conference.

In the dusk of the evening the Shan interpreter Moung-
Hpoo came to the tent accompanied by several young men of the
village bringing news of, to him, dire import—the youths, he
said, has just returned from Ngwai Toung (which is situated at the
distance of about 2 miles in the plain below my camp) where some
of the villagers made many enquiries as to the number of men,
horses, elephants,muskets, cum multis alias, that I had brought with
me, and that they, the news-mongers, before leaving the village
heard from other youths of their own stamp, that measures h?d
been concerted to attack the Engleck Meng, kill him and his
party and appropriate his property. Knowing the character of
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this individual, to whose Rgcncy I attribute much of the ill-fcelin"1

which exists between the chiefs, I remarked that to reports of a
similar character 4JC had given a too willing belief previous to my
arrival in the country and had urged them as facts upon me to
induce me to bring Goyah Tseet-poing with me (Europeans and
Sepoys), which it appears lie had promised the old chief Kyay-hpo*
fryee to effect on his first appearance in Toungoo in the capacity
of agent from him. The burden of his song has ever since been
"Goyah" "Tseet-poing" to my excessive annoyance,more especially
so as he has invariably spread the report that I came to take posses-
sion of the country in the name of the Company and this report I
conclude to be a trick of his own to gain the point of Goyah Tseet-
poing. I accordingly told him that I gave no credit to idle stories
of the kind, that if the youths had heard of any such intention
from the chief Kyau Pee Tee himself I would take proper nbtice of
it, and that although unaccompanied by Goyah Tscet-poing I had
the means of defending my life, which it would be better for any of
the race not to attempt. I cautioned him as* to the consequence of
spreading reports which were untrue of the objects of my visit and
which could tend only to impede the good understanding which
I wished" to effect.

As the position of my camp affords access to water and good
forage for the elephants, which Ngwai Toung does not, I sent the
Agent Moung-Hpo with the old Shan Oo-Myat to present my
compliments to the chief of Ngwai Toung requesting him to meet
me here, to which no objection existed on the part of Kyay-hpo-
ngay or his people.

Thermometer G a. m. 53-, 2 p. m. 76', C p. m. 67-.
December 31—In ascertaining the height of two positions on

the level of the plain, found the average to be 2,850 feet above
the sea-level, and as far as the eye can range the same level
extends, without any inclination, to the baso of the hills which
bound the horizon. The agent Moung-hpo with Oo-Myat
returned from Ngwai-toung—they bring a message from Kyaii
Pee Tee andr other chiefs that they cannot cross the plain to my
camp, in consequence of the enmity existing between the people
of Noung Belai and themselves. I have therefore intimated toy
intention of visiting them to-morrow to Ulk over affairs and return
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to camp in the afternoon. The chief Kyau-hpo-gyee's son
(Kwoon-sha) is full 6f fears for my safety and greatly opposed to
our going to Ngwai-toung but being Koung-yai plenum is not
open to reason, and small attention paid to his talk which is full
of sound and drunken bravado.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 48*, 2 p. m. 76*, 6 p. m. 68*.
January 1, 1857—Having no one with whom to interchange

the good-wishes and amenities of the season in person, I com-
menced the year by wishing myself all the good my friends could
wish mo, and especially, a successful issue to the undertaking I
am now engaged upon.

After breakfast proceeded with a couple of elephants, accom-
panied by the Karen teacher Qua-lah, the agent Moung-Hpo
and a few of my own people (taking no arms with me, with the
exception of jny own pistols) to the village or rather Shan town
of Ngwai Toung, the residence of Kyau Pee Tee, at a distance in
the plain of about three miles—the principal part of the inhabi-
tants are Shans, who, to the number of near 700 families reside
within a space enclosed by a ditch and rampart with a palisade
of thorn bushes on the top; the whole affair, however, affords so
slight a protection that any man (a drunken Red Karen for
example) could easily enter within if so minded. Outside the enclos-
ed space the* Red* Karens have several large villages and judging
from the immense number of Shans and Karens of both sexes who
crowded round me to get a sight of the, to them, extraordinary
animal in the shape of an unshaven stout white man the popula-
tion must be very numerous. Selecting a spot under a shady tree,
I pitched my camp chair and sat down, sending intimation of my
arrival to the chiefs. During the time I thus waited the crowd
of people, the men being all armed with spear, matchlock or dha,
so crushed in upon me, some of them climbing the tree for the
purpose of observation, that I was waxing hot both in body and
temper, and was compelled to request them to open a passage for
the air or sit down to permit its reaching me over instead of through
their bodies. As most of the Shans present spoke the Burmese
language my wish was at once complied with and they with a
hearty laugh shouted to the Karens to sit down, upon which the
greater portion immediately squatted and in return for so much
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complacency I took off my topee and laid it aside so as to afford a
full view of the head of the animal, glancing round from front to
rear to admit an inspection to all alike. While thus engaged a
stir was made in the crowd, the women with shouts scampered
away, a lane was formed in the mass of squatters around me and
the chief dressed in the Bur man costume entered and sat down on
his state carpet, a not over pleasant smelling bullock's hide. Of
about 50 years of age (a Shan by birth) clean, with a pleasing and
intelligent countenance, that bespoke a superiority far above the
best of the Red Karens, his tout ensemble afforded no indication
of the ruthless tyrant my friends on this side of the question gave
of him ; my impression was in fact altogether in his favor and it
was strengthened by the result of our conference.

Having received my letter informing him of the objects of my
mission, we at once entered into a discussion of the matters pertain-
ing thereto. 'Pointing to the short distance which separated Ngwai
Toung from Noung Bclai I said that it was sorrowful to think
that so short a space separated relatives and brothers in race and
that the want of a simple knowledge of each others real feelings
and intentions by personal intercourse, alone kept up the feeling
of animosity and induced the acts of mutual aggression which
obtained with them, and that so long as such a state of affairs
prevailed neither security to the traders nor peaceful existence to
themselves could be maintained—that the governor of Pegu com-
miserating this deplorable state of affairs was desirous of effect-
ing a reconciliation between the chiefs and of opening up a free
and unrestricted communication with Toungoo, by the road I had
come, to the whole territory of Karen-Nee, in whicfh good work
I solicited his co-operation. The chief in reply stated that equally
with myself he deplored the present state of ill-feeling which
separated thet people of Karen-Nee and induced the frequently
occurring attacks upon each other's villages, burning of houses,
seizure of cattle and people &c, and more especially so as upon
himself fell the odium of any and every act of the kind committed
in retaliation by people of the eastern side on those of the west
under the chieftainships of Kyay-hpo-gyee and Kyay-hpo-ngay.
He said that the difficulty of effecting a reconciliation lay in the
fact of there being no governing power in the country to check
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the plundering propensities of almost every man of the smallest
weight or influence in the villages—the chiefs associated with
himself, viz Pya Ten the successor of the old Pa Baa, Koon Tse
the chief of the northern portion, and Pa Ban Galay of the south-
ern, were like those on the western division, chiefs merely in name
possessing neither power not authority over any free person of
the community—he informed me of a theft of cattle 13 in number
and of the seizure of seven Shans from the Mein Koon Tso
Broaship to the northward, committed by seven individuals of the
Eastern Karens, whose names he gave, all residing within the chief-
tainship of Moung Belai, but that he did not for that reason accuse
Kyay-hpo-ngay of participation therein or of those acts having
been perpetrated by his order.

I told him of the report which had reached ine on the line of
march of his having attacked and burnt several villages on the
frontier of Kyay-hpo-ngay's country. He said that it was one of
those infamous falsehoods perpetrated by the Shan Moung Hpoo
to keep up the bad-feeling towards him, and he clearly proved that
the villages in question were under the chieftainship of Koon Tso,
that Kyay-Hpo never had anything to do with them, that they
were equally beyond his, Kyau Pee Tee's, control and finally that
the affair was a quarrel between villages of the same party, the
Eastern Karens, and that their own chief Koon Tso dared not
interfere between the parties* This statement was fully corroborat-
ed by several Shan traders who had lately passed through the
villages in question.

On the subject of his having received charge of the eastern
portion of Karen-Nee from Kyay-hpo-gyee, he gave an unquali-
fied denial and called forth two of the oldest inhabitants to relate
the history of the chiefs of the country, from which it appeared
that during the earlier period of Pan Ban's residence in Karen-Nee,
Kyay-hpo-gye was unknown ; other particulars of the country he
gave with a frankness and ingenuousness that carried conviction
with it, and proved beyond a doubt that all I had previously heard
through the medium of "Goyah" "Tsect Poing" Moung Hpoo
the Shan Agent of Kyny-hpo-gyc, was a siring of lies of the
whitest hue.
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I took the opportunity of enquiring as to the nature and extent
of the control exercised by the Court of Ava over the eastern
portion of Karen-Nee. He informed me that both himself as well
as the Karen-Nee chiefs associated with him had become subjects
of the King of Burmah, from whom, through the officer command-
ing the frontier military post at Mobyay, they received the orders
of that government̂  but that neither taxes nor other levies were
made on the Karens; also, that the Shan traders were exempt from
duties on passing through the custom part of the country to the
Sal ween, the only payment made by them being the hire of an
armed party to protect them from the attack of dacoits in their
passage through the country ; that the traders occasionally made
presents to himself and the Karen chiefs when passing their locali-
ties but such gifts were optional, and of trifling value.

On my representation that the road through the'valley to the
westward had now been opened direct to Toungoo, he, to my great
surprise, stated that the trading road from the north to the east-
ward through the territory of Kyay H'po was known to all as
being much superior to that through his locality, but that the fear
of being plundered by the chiefs and attacked by the villagers along
the line prevented their going by that route. Some 1,200 traders
had already passed through his town en route for Maulmain who
had been informed of my advent by a road across the western
ranges, but they were deterred from taking advantage of it
by the known bad character of the chiefs and headmen. He
appealed to several Shan traders present who confirmed his state-
ment, and to these men I addressed myself particularly and promis-
ed either to accompany them myself or furnish a guard for the pro-
tection of any number who wished to proceed by this route until
well within the Toungoo district. They promised to inform their
fellow traders to the northward of what I had said, and I sincerely
trust that it may have the desired effect ere I leave the country; the
circumstance however shews me how little worthy of credit the
statements of the Shan Moung Hpo are, an oft repeated one being
to the effect, that many hundreds of Shan traders were anxiously
awaiting my arrival to proceed to Toungoo by the new road.

Returning to the principal subject of my communication, Kyau
Pee Tee acceded to my proposal to draw up an agreement by

C °
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which the chiefs of both parties should engage to live in amity for
the future, forgetting past occurrences and engaging to submit to
their superior chiefs or head men, as arbitrators of both parties,
all differences which may arise in future, instead of adopting the
summary method of the past. I told him that I would endeavor
to obtain the restoration of the cattle and people from Munkang
as an essential preliminary measure, and if acceded to and the
terms of the agreement accepted by the chiefs of Kyay-Hpo's
party the document should be signed in my presence and trans-
mitted to him. He promised his best offices to effect the good
such a reconciliation would produce, but said that with the Karen
chiefs it would be necessary to call into consultation the Bur man
officer of the frontier post.

I returned to Moung Belai through the paddy lands of the
town and was pleased with the care and attention which they pre-
sented. Each plot or field is carefully fenced by a stone wall of
3 feet high, made of loose,blocks of a lateritic conglomerate which
is found in large patches on the surface of the plain; this super-
stratum removed, the soil beneath appears to be sufficiently fertile
with the use of the plough and irrigation to produce the usual
variety of cereals and esculents although in appearance harsh and
sterile. Numerous herds of black cattle and buffaloes, with here
and there a number of ponies and flocks of goats, all in the best
condition, were grazing in the plain.

Thermometer 6 a, m. SO-, 2 p. m. 76*, 4 p. m. 65*.
January 2—On my return yesterday afternoon the chiefs and

headmen with the Shan Moung Hpo were waiting at the tent
expressing by their looks the pleasure that their forebodings for
my safety had not been realized. I explained to them the result
of my negotiations and told them to consult together and let me
know their decision on the morrow. The heir of the house of
Eyay-hpo-gyee (Eoon Sha) was in the same happy state as on a
former occasion and equally brave in his liquor, so that I was
compelled to use the excuse of a headache from which I was
suffering to get rid of the party for the day.

This morning the whole party assembled at the tent and after a
stormy debate gave in their consent to the arrangement proposed,
but said that before signing the agreement it would be requisite to
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consult with the old chief Kyay-hpo-gyee, to whose village they
proposed I should return.

During? the consultation I was highly amused with the excuses
put forth by the principal in the cattle lifting, Too-la-pai by name -
he Faid that he took them in satisfaction of a debt of 500 ticals
due by Kyau Pee Tee to his late father. As the cattle were not
the property of Kyau Pee Tee, I explained to him that the theft
was clear, despite his excuse; he then said that he did not steal
them but took them for the value of a gold sheathed Dha which
Kyau Pee Tec had purchased of a man who had stolen it from him ;
as I could not admit this in extenuation of the crime he cast about
for some more valid excuse and then pluinply denied the theft al-
together, he was in fact in despair for a good excuse and having
failed in all he at last reluctantly consented to restore the stolen
cattle.

If amused with my friend the cattle stealer I was in a greater
degree annoyed with the Shan Moung Hpo who opposed so many
" buts" to the simple terms under consideration, that I lost all
patience and threatened to send him to negotiate the affair in
person with Kyau Pee Tee—this had the desired effect, and cut
short his objections, but each day brings evidence of the pernicious
influence which this man's agency exercises over the Karen chiefs.

Having so far arranged matters I sent the agent Moung Hpo
with presents to Kyau Pee Tee and the Karen chiefs, intimating
my intention of returning to the village of Kyay-hpo-gyee to-mor-
row and instructed Moung Hpo to inform them of the willingness
expressed by the chief men of Noung Belai to conform to the
proposils I had made.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 50', 2 p. m. 77', 6 a. m. 65 \
January 3—The agent Moung Hpo returned from Ngwai

Toung yesterday evening bringing many complimentary messages
from Kyau Pee Tee, he however appears to entertain some doubts
of the aquiescence of the Karen-Nee chief in the terms of the pro-
posed arrangement but promises his best agency to accomplish it.

Returned by the same road to the village of Kyay-hpo-gyee.
On looking back at the beautiful scenery from the first elevation
above the plains, was surprised at the numbers of cattle that were
grazing in groups below; several thousands, of which buffaloes
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and ponies formed a considerable portion, were within view and on
the sides of the hill upon which I stood a flock of goats were
browsing in the stubble, all in the best possible condition", some of
the males being larger and stouter than any I have ever seen. In
fact, of black cattle, buffaloes, goats and pigs, a lean animal of
either kind is an exception to the general rule, and from the
jiature of the climate and the peculiar richness of the vegetation I
feel convinced that the whole country, but especially the hilly
portion, would prove a sheep and horse breeding locality of the
very best description.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 50*, 6 p. m. 77 \
January 4—Sunday* During the day a party of Shan traders

with 430 laden bullocks arrived from the northward and encamp-
ed near the residence of the chief Kyay-hpo-gyee. I sent a mes-
sage to thehpad men requesting them to pay me a visit during the
course of to-morrow.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 56', 2 p. m. 68*, 6 p. m. 61*.
January 5—The chief men of the Shan traders came to my

tent as requested, and on being informed that a new road direct to
Toungoo was opened, by which, should they wish to go to that place,
I would send an escort with thorn to protect them through the
localities of the Yaings, they stated in reply that they came from
the eastward of Karen-Nee and had engagements with the
merchants of Shwai Gyeen to which place they confined their
traffic, but tbat in future they would visit Toungoo. They bring the
usual assortment of Shan articles viz. Dhas, hoes, spear heads,
plough shares and other articles of ironware, jackets and trow-
sers, coarse tameins and raw silk principally, with beads and rough
silver ornaments for the Red Karens. They remain here for a few
days to collect sticlac from the Karens to carry to Shwai Gyeen.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 53*, 2 p. m. 66(, 6 p. m. 60*.
January 6—The heads of villages and others of influence from

Noting Bclai and this vicinity assembled to-day to sign the agree-
ment proposed to effect a reconciliation with the chiefs of the eastern
Karens. Each individual had his own grievance to advance and
particular wrong to redress, until after a wearisome repetition of
the good effects to result to them by adopting my propositions
they at length gave in their consent and signed the document, but
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a difficulty then arose on the matter of the restoration of the 13
heads of cattle lifted from Kyau Pec Tee's village. The sons of
the old chief now brought forward a claim to them on the part of
a relation who, about a year ago, was seized when on the Mobyay
frontier by a party of Kyau Pee Tee's people, conveyed to the
residence of that chief and detained a prisoner by him
until ransomed by the payment of 5 viss of silver. The reason
being, as stated by Kyau Pee Tee, that the individual in
question had been the chief agent in opening a road to Kyouk
Gyee by which the Kallahs were to come and take posses-
sion of the country. They claimed therefore the restitution of that
sum by Kyau Pee Tee before the cattle were returned. To this
argument I replied that the reasons for the theft of the cattle which
had been given were as various as the animals in size, sex and
color; that I had accepted the promise for an unconditional restora-
tion in good faith and in the same good faith had intimated to
Kyau Pee Tee the intention to restore them, and now were I to
advance a claim which I had not previously been made aware of
he would naturally conclude that I was equivocating and place no
confidence in anything that»I had said ; further, that their persist-
ence in the detention of the cattle for the reasons given would
render my agency abortive and that viewing the matter in hand as
ineffectual I should forthwith prepare for my return to Toungoo.
After another lengthy consultation, tempered by frequent applica-
cations to the Koung Yai bottle, they gave in their decision to the
effect that what I had said was right and that they would restore
the cattle on Kyau Pee Tee's consenting to sign the agreement as
they had done, which decision as indicating a sincerity on their
part to meet my views I could but concur in.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 57*, 2 p. m. 70*, 6 a. m. 60*.
January 7—The Karen messengers whom I sent to Toungoo with

dispatches from halting place on the Poung Loung (16th Decem-
ber) returned yesterday by the road further to the south, alon" the
course of the Khai-ma-hpee-khyoung, which road they say can be
made with little labor more practicable than the one by which we
came. They bring no letters from Toungoo stating that the regular
messengers had left Toungoo with despatches for me six days
previous to their arrival there. I have now been without cotfmu-
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nication by letter with Toungoo since the 17th November and fear
that the Yaings of the Karen-Nee side of the main ranges have
molested the messengers or frightened them from attempting the
passage across. To ascertain the cause of the detention, I send a
party of Karens who say that they are sufficiently acquainted with
the tribes" of Yaings on this side and will have no difficulty in
inducing them to let the messengers pass without hindrance. It is
the custom of the Yaings to extort a present from all passengers
through their locations, and Shans and others proceeding in small
bodies of 3 or 4 usually leave their goung boung or jacket in the
possession of these barbarous toll gatherers. It is therefore pro-
bable that the wax cloth packet containing despatches may have
excited their cupidity and caused a demand for a portion of the
contents which the messengers have not acceded to and so they, if
not detained, have returned to Toungoo.

The Karen messengers inform me that they were detained by a
chief of the Red Karens, whose village is on the line of the trading
road to the Salween, at the southern extremity of the country, by
name Hpo Khai, who behaved very rudely to them, and finding
that they were disciples of the Karen Missionary Qua Lah
intimated that he would not allow of the Yaings of his locality
receiving instruction, or of the residence of a teacher amongst them
and that he would attack any village which permitted it. He
also informed them that he would attack me should I attempt a
passage through his domains and that he acknowledged no autho-
rity in the country but that of Kyau Pee Tee and his party, who
he knew would be glad to hear of my death; that he had no care
for the consequences and so on. As this brave occupies a portion
of the country in the west, within the border of the old chief
Kyay-hpo-gyee, I sent for the chief's son and informed him of
what I had heard. He said that Hpo Khai was distantly related
to him and that he would send a messenger to request him to
come and meet me here as the others had done.

Thermometer 6 a. m. 57', 2 p. m. 70', 6 p. m. 64'.
January 12—Having sent a party in search of the missing

I^aren messengers from Toungoo they returned this morning bring-
ing the long delayed despatches nfhich they found at a Karen village
to the west of the boundary range. It appears from their story,
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that the regular messengers after reaching that village had been
frightened from attempting the passage across the boundary range
by a report of my having been attacked and killed by the Yaino-s
on the eastern side, which report having been confirmed by the
augury of the fowl's bones they deposited the packages with the
headman of the place and departed with all haste to their homes.

On my return from investigating the formations in a deep
ravine at some distance from camp I came suddenly upon a party
celebrating a feast to the spirit of the fountain. In a shady grave
of spreading Banyans, from amidst disrupted fragments of lime-
stone, the clear water pours forth a never failing supply to the
neighbouring villages, and close to its margin a Nat house of the
usual construction had been built. On my approach the musicians
were so absorbed in their performances that they did not observe
xny presence until close to the Nat house. When they saw me
however so close to them, they set up a succession of yells, beat
the gongs and drums with more than ordinary energy and passed
round myself and the Nat house with such ludicrous movements
that I could not refrain from laughing, in which they heartily
joined, until I withdrew myself to a raised space above the foun-
tain, where I stood silently watching the proceedings and the
process of sacrificing a young pig. After examining minutely
the tall trees for orchids I left the spot on my return to camp,
but as I left the musicians stopt their din and, accompanied by
all present, followed me to the brow of the hill of the fountain and
there they stood watching me until I disappeared beyond a
distant rising ground. As these people were in the daily habit of
passing close to my tent and had I supposed satisfied their curio-
sity as regards my corporeality, I was desirous of ascertaining the
cause of this extra excitement of their curiosity when at the spirit
fountain. I was then informed that in consequence of my sudden
appearance at the feast, at the exact point of the conclusion of the
little pig's dying song, the worshippers had regarded me as the visi-
ble incarnation of the Nat, which was strengthened by my scrutiny
of tbe trees from which they expected to see me take flight, and
although disappointed in this respect, they kept their gaze steadily
upon me until I disappeared over an intervening eminence with
the full expectation of seeing me spread my wings and fly away.
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Such is the pitiable state of superstition which clouds the faculties
of this benighted race.

January 13—The Agent Moung Hpo returned from Ngwai
Toung with the agreement unsigned by either Kyau Pee Tee or the
chief of the Eastern Karens; the reasons given for this decision
were that by signing the document they would become responsi-
ble for all acts of violence committed by their people, amongst
whom were many evil disposed persons who acknowledged
not the authority of the chiefs, and although they concurred
in the good intention of the document and the beneficial effects
likely to result therefrom they could not under the circumstances
sign it. There is doubtless much truth in their statement affecting
the disposition of the Eastern Karens, but the circumstance of their
unwillingness to effect a reconciliation with their brother of the
western division arises, I am of opinion, more from Burman in-
fluence than their own spontaneous feelings.

I desired the agent to inform Kyay-hpo-gyee of the result of
the negotiation and of my intention of returning to Toungoo.

January 14—In consequence of my message to the chief, he
with his sons and the head men came to my tent during the
morning. They said that their hearts were sinking at the prospect
of my leaving the country, as my absence would be the signal for
the Burmese and IGastern Karens to recommence their system of
annoyance, and that as I had no power to take the country under
our protection, they were desirous of writing their wishes to the
Governor-General of India and the Governor of Pegu. In reply
I pointed out that the agent would remain, through whom all
occurrences which their fears suggested would be made known to
me, and through me to the Governor of Pegu, to whom also any
letter they wished to forward on the subject they had mentioned
should be duly delivered and supported by remarks favorable to
their propositions from myelf, which appeared to satisfy them.

After occupying the tent for several hours I waa rather startled
at the invitation of the old chief that I would perform the ceremo-
ny of establishing a brotherhood of blood between us according
to the customs of his race, and not only between our two selves
but with all the other chiefs of inferior grade of the Western
Karens. I accepted his proposal, anticipating a rare treat to the
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Pioneer OcTwai,* but forgot at the time that I had sent him with
despatches to Toungoo; however I transfered the business to the
Agent Moung Hpo who declared his willingness to perform the
operation, but on my proposing the substitute, I was again thrown
back upon my resources by the intimation thatMoungHpo's agency
might do for the inferior chiefs but between two such "great men'9

as ourselves the interchange of each other's blood alone would
suffice. Finding myself in a fix, with a very disagreeable opera*
tion staring me in the face, I suggested that as the other chiefs
would be better pleased by participating in an ordeal on equal
terms, that some other than the blood draught be substituted, if in
their ancient customs such an one existed. To my great relief it
was stated that the flesh of a bullock killed and eaten by both
parties, each party receiving one of the horns of the animal, was
a rite considered by them of equal weight with that of the blood
draught and usually performed by them when a number of
persons became friends and brothers. I of course eagerly assent-
ed to this ordeal which implied that like as we had partaken of
the bullock's flesh which had entered our bodies, so might our
friendship mutually enter each other's hearts and there steadfastly
remain so long as the horns remained crooked.

The chief and party returned to their village after informing me
that they would send messengers to assemble the other chiefs to
the feast of the bullock and requesting me to defer my departure
until their arrival.

Range of Ther. for the past week—57- 73-
January 16—The chiefs and head men of the Western Karens

having assembled, the bullock was killed by the Mussulman Jema-
dar of the elephants, to enable the whole party to partake of the
flesh. The chiefs each carried away their portion and one of the horns
was duly delivered with much ceremony to me. I suggested that
both the horns should be given to me for t'he purpose of getting them
ornamented in silver, the one for the chief being returned to him; to
this he assented, giving both the horns into my charge and saying
that the one in my possession should be as a token of amity for
ever between myself and the Western Karen chiefs and that its
possession by any other individual who might receive it from me

note 3.
D
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would entitle him to the same attentions and consideration as wore
clue to myself.

January 17—Escorted by the son of the chief we commenced
our route homeward, taking a line across the undulations to the
main trading road in which many large villages were passed, whose
population were busy in the fields preparing the land for the
next season's crop, the women forming by far the larger portion of
the laborers; some with children slung upon their backs were
working lustily with the spade-hoe apparently suffering no incon-
venience from the burden.

Course to main trading road S. S. W., distant 6 miles
Along main trading road to halting place on the Nan-pai

Khyoung S. distance 11 miles.
January 18—Sunday—Halted for the day ; ascertained the

height by boiling point to be 2,763 feet.
January 19—The road from the Pass into the undulating

portion of the country (at 5 miles north of halting place)—lies
along the base of a congeries of low hills, much broken until pass-
ing the main range of limestone, when it becomes more level and
continues for a distance of 15 miles south to the Salween and
thence across high ranges south to Kyouk Gyeeand SI)way Gvnee.

Course to-day down the stream Nan-pai, crossing it several times,
to its juncture with the Poung Loung which forms the boundary
of Kyay-hpo-gyee's country to the south. Both on thej^an-pai and
the Poung Loung a large quantity of teak was seen in process of
being dragged to the rafts in the latter ; the trees consisted chiefly
of fine young timber of small size and by far the larger portion
green; it is cut indiscriminately by the Karens for the sake of the
3 rupees per log which they receive from the purchaser.

Course S. estimated distance 10 miles-
January 20—Course to-day of a similar character as yesterday

along the flanks of low hills and crossing the drainage into the
Poung Loung repeatedly. Left the main road at 5 miles from
last halting place and. diverged to the west along a path made by
the elephants in dragging the timber. In the more inaccessible
parts of the hills the teak forms the principal forest vegetation and
many magnificent trees are there untouched, the consequence o(
their isolated locality. At a rough computation many thousands of
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such trees were passed on the line of march, each worth in the lo*
from 50 to 800 rupees.

Course along the main road S. 5 miles.

do. up to hailing place ) o l l r 4
in t h e j u L g l e . . . . . j S ' W - 4 »

Having sent on the agent Moung Hpo to the Karen-Nee
chief Upo Khai mentioned in the notice of the 7th instant, he
returned this evening bringing a message from the chief to
the effect that he was subordinate to the chief of the Eastern
Karens, without whose consent he dare not subscribe tn the agree-
ment signed by the western chiefs associated with the Kyay Hpo,
but that in return for the friendship I had evinced in sending
presents to himself and Pa Ban Galay he would direct the Karens
under his authority to afford every assistance to the Shan traders
who might follow the road I was opening to Toungoo; he cautioned
me against the treachery of the Yaings who he said were no better
than jungle dogs. As nothing was said about his intention of
molesting me, I concluded that the report of the Karen messen-
gers was a bit of harmless bravado which he had indulged in at
their expense. A Bur man who acts as agent for the chief with
the timber traders from Maulmain accompanied Moung Hpo to
pay his masters [compliments; he also warned me against the
treachery of the tin working Yaings, who he said had threatened to
exterminate me should I attempt the passage across the mountains
in their direction. I told him to tell Hpo Khai that I was used
to such threats and that I found it the safest plan on all occasions
to proceed to the point from whence they came, and such I
intended to adopt on the present occasion, and with the assistance
of the Yaings themselves open the old trading road to Toungoo
by which the traders were anxious to proceed, with the object of
obtaining a supply of tin as a portion of their investments.

From this point it became necessary to cut a road along the line
of the old trading one., which was in many places obliterated and for
the most part covered with high brush jungle. The following are
the day's routes in succession, the line crossing distinct ranges of
hills involving a variation of altitude daily of from 1,200 to 3/500
feet.
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January 21—Course to top of range •• S. W. 1 mile*
do S.W. byW. 1 mile.
do S. 2 „
do • • • • • • • . » • S. W* 2 „

Halting place on the SO-1Q-1U, mountain stream falling into the
Khai Mahpai.

January 22—Course ascent S. W. 1 mile.
do W. S.W. 2J „

Halting place on the Thee-lu mountain stream falling into the
Khai Mahpai.

The road to-day through the Pine Belt at a height of 4,500
feet.'

January 23—Course • S. W. 2 miles.
Halting place at the Yaing village of To-lo-lu, the site of the

tin deposits.
From the Raiting place of yesterday the line of road had been cut

up the steep face of the hill, too difficult for the elephants; it there-
fore became necessary to select a more accessible point and open
it as we proceeded along, the elephants being of great assistance iu
trampling down the high grass jungle and cane brakes.

It was my intention to have remained here for a day to examine
minutely the tin deposits and the associated rocks, but as the
mountain stream from which the supply of water is obtained was
at a considerable distance, I was compelled to make a hasty
inspection of the locality during the few hours of the afternoon.

Proceeding with a party of Yaings to the tin workings I found
that both sides of the water course consisted of a blue indurated
slate in which lines of quartz of varying dimensions penetrated,
and at the junction of the planes of the two rocks, the ore (per-
oxide) formed irregular lodes, the quartz being more or less
impregnated with the metal. Specimens of the quartz shew long
crystals of schorl accompanying those of tin, and in the washed
ore obtained from disintegration of the rock at the bottom of the
lode I found " wolfrain," black sulphurate and cubic iron ores,
with a few minute particles of Malachite, giving sufficient evidence
of the existence ef that ore (carbonate of copper) in the stannife-
rous slate of the main formation. With the exception of the open
spaces worked into the quartz lines, the whole surface was so
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thickly clothed with jungle vegetation that no connected observa-
tions of the locality could be made, but from the numerous
fissures indicating the points of deposits worked by tho Yuings
there can be no doubt but that the ore is extensively distributed
throughout the whole clay slate system of the locality.

The process of working the ore as followed by the Yaings is rode
in the extreme. Following the lines of quartz that shew the
largest amount of wastage, with a small iron spud they separate
the crystals of the ore from the matrix, which, with the deposited
debris on the floor of the lode, they wash a*nd smelt in small
furnaces cut out of the hill side} of sufficient capacity to contain 2
to 5 viss of the ore.

445

Green wood and charcoal is the fuel used in reducing the ore
•ilh a flux of limestone, but the process is so inefficient that at

letst l-5th of the metal remains in the scoria. These deposits
if worked by Chinese or Shans, even with their inefficient method,
would prove an inexhaustible source of wealth to the undertakers.

January 24—Course from halting place up the drainage of the
central main range to the height of 4,800 feet—then along the
ridges through Pine forests to the point of the separation of the
watershed 4 miles, that to the easLward draining into the Salween by
the Khai Mah-pee Khyoung and that to the west into the Sitaug
by t lie Thouk-yai Kb at and its affluent the Khyc Khyoung.

Course W. 2 miles. | W. N. W, 4 miles-
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Halting place in the jangle at one of the sources of the Kyc
Khyourig.

Thermometer 10 p. m. 38*
January 25—Sunday—Halted for the day—found the height

of our position to be 3,297 feet.
January 26—Course along spurs of the centre range round the

base of which at the higher elevations the drainage is still to the
eastward, and from the level line of the road the hill ranges of this
day's march may be said to form a part of the main or central
system.

Many Yaing villages observed on the line of march, their culti-
vations extending into ihe depths of the valleys but their villages
placed high up in the steep gorges for better security from the
Red Karens.

Course estimated W. N. W. distance 8 miles.
From halting place of yesterday the descent commenced into

the valley of the Sitang, the road having been opened by the
Yaings of Oo-Bo along lateral spurs from the main range. At a
point on the line of march the plains of the Sitang with the various
bendingsin the river and the city of Toungoo were visible through
a break in the distant mural range of the valley,—Toungoo bear-
ing W. by N. \ N. distant about 35 miles.

Descent of altitude during the march 3,200 feet to the Christian
village of Oo-Bo on a feeder of the Khye Khyoung.

Course estimated W. distance 5 miles.
January 28—Remained at Oo-Bo to pay the the Yaings for their

labor in opening the road on the west of the central range to this
point, and to open the road hence to the Khye Khyoung through
the old cultivations by the elephants passing through, the grass
and reed vegetation being so thick that the Karens object to the
work.

Altitude of hailing place 1,639 feet.
Thermometer 6 a. m. 53-, 2 p. m. 85*, 6 p. m. 68*

January 29—Proceeded along the Loo Tsoo Loo mountain
stream and across a series of low hills which cover the flank of
the main ranges to the Khye Khyoung, one of the main affluents
of the Thouk-yai Khar, the latter being about 40 feet broad
coursing to the N. W, over a very rocky bed with a swift current
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indicating a steep inclination, the road then led along the stream
crossing it many times, to halting place on its left bank near a
aeries of hot springs.

Course W. to Khye Ehyoung distance 2} miles.
do W. by N. down the stream 1£ »

Junuary 30—In the early morning proceeded to examine the
hot springs in the vicinity which occur along a line of about £ a
mile on both banks of the stream. The water issues from beneath
the granite blocks composing the debris of the narrow valley at the
margin of the stream. The temperature of the spring shewed 99*,
125* and 128* at the principal sources—the water havingadecidedly
alkaline taste leaving an orchery scoriacious froth along the
line of its course and depositing an alkaline salt on the stones in
its vicinity. I took specimens of both the water and the deposited
salt for examination, and endeavored to obtain a section of the
bank for examination of the accompanying formations. This I was
not able to effect, however, as the water percolating very copiously
through a loose granite sand filled up the excavation as fast as
it was dug out. The fragmentary rocks associated with the granite
-were blue and white quartz, clay Jasper and indurated slates of
the Silurian system with occasional nodules of a ferruginous sand-
stone similar to the formation of the main range of the locality.

Altitude of hot springs 546 feet.
Moved camp to the village of Nau-thu-doo on the secondary

ranere, the road being excessively steep in some parts, causing much
delay and labor to the elephants.

Course W., estimated distance 2£ miles.
January 31—Proceeded to the top of the range and encamped

at the Karen village (Christian) of Bangalee, from which point
the Sitang valley is seen beyond the ranges which stretch far into
the plain, the city of Toungoo bearing west distant about 25 miles.

Course for the march W. S. W. distance 5£ miles,
Height of position 3,300 feet | Thermometer rajige 63. to 79*

As my present camp is within easy communication with Toun-
goo and many -circumstances combine to render a short stay here
necessary", I now close my journal of the toui, but in doing so, a
few brief observations of the objects in relation therewith will not
he misplaced.
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Both as regards the passage outward as well as on my return, it
will have been seen that many tribes of wild Karens have been
met with of whose very existence the Burman government had
no knowledge ; nor is this surprising! when it is known that the
Karens of the locality from which I now write, although within
the space of a day's journey, were regarded by that government
as Yaings or uncivilized people of the mountains, from whom no
revenue could be obtained, and in common with the whole race
were hunted down without remorse and carried into hopeless
slavery. Nor was the Burman government the sole agent in these
atrocities,—tribes of Karens differing but slightly in language and
general characteristics, but more accustomed to intercourse with
the inhabitants of the valley, were incited by the Burmese officials
to emulate their own ruthless acts, until by the commission of
attacks, plunderings and seizures of the persons of their weaker
brethren, a system of retaliation and inter-tribal blood-feuds
was created which strengthened their distrust, separated their
communities widely from each other, and in the absence of all
check upon their vicious propensities maintained the state of
implacable enmity amongst the tribes which it was the object of
the Burmese to effect.

It might be considered too sweeping an assertion were I to say
that the state of social relations as above noted has passed away
generally, but I may safely aver that of the large communities of
these wild races who people the mountain ranges of the Poung
Loung, aggregating a total of from 55 to 60,000 souls, fully one-
third have during the past 3 years received the light of civilization
through the combined agency of government and the Karen Mis-
sionary Qua-lah with his assistants,—have cast aside theirformer evil
practices, and, cemented by a bond of amity and brotherhood with
their kindred tribes, have raised themselves in the social scale by the
adoption of the pure faith of Christianity and will eventually be
found willing recipients of our laws to render them useful subjects
of our government.

And, as the exercise of a kindly interest in, and a due considera-
tion for their position, had the desired effect of procuring the
restoration of a number of persons detained as slaves by the tribes
of Yaings of the central ranges, it is fervently hoped that the
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good results will accrue from my personal intercourse with the
inhabitants of Karen-Nee to the eastward of those ranges, and as
the light of Christianity in its irresistible course pierces the dark-
ness of that region of beauty and fertility! so it is to be hoped may
its inhabitants be raised by our agency from their present abject
condition and placed in the Christian fraternity which in God's
own good time will spread its benign influence from the ranges
of the Poung Loung to the far extending waters of the Salween
river.

E. O ' R U E Y .

Bangake, Feby. 3rd 1857—Since the foregoing was written and
on the day of my arrival at my present camp, a most cold blooded
and cruel murder was perpetrated by the Yaings of Ta-lo-bwa, the
victim being a little girl of about eight years of age. the daughter
of the Tsee Kai of Oo-Boo, a Christian village, the halting place
of my camp on the descent of the central range by the drainage to
the westward. I shall relate the particulars of this act of cruel and
brutal murder, in which my own and the lives of the Karen Na-
Khans were imperilled, as they will afford an interesting insight
into the savage nature of these tribes, and shew a motive of action
which indicates a race of the most implacable savage nature.

About two years ago, two youths, Burmans of the village of
May-balan, proceeded to the locations of the Yaings in the vicini-
ty of the tribe of Ta-lo-bwa, for the purpose of trade and on the
road in returning to their homes were met by several individuals
of that tribe who attacked and speared them to death, leaving their
bodies which they fell. On the circumstance being reported to me,
I directed the Myo-Oke to proceed to the place, ascertain tbe fact
of the murder, and if satisfied that the people of Ta-lo-bwa were the
perpetrators! to send for the chief of the tribe and demand the
delivery to me of the murderers. After a long delay, during
which it became necessary to arm a body of Karens and Burmese
and threaten to attack the tribe, the chief at length brought down
four individuals, two of whom,iearing the consequence, made their
escape when at a day's march from Toungoo. The remaining two
were placed in confinement and after a strict investigation, finding
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that, although accompanying the party which attacked and slew the
Burmese youths, they persistently denied the actual commission of
the crime, I represented their case to government and recommend-
ed their release, on the grounds that the actuating motive for the
murder was one of retaliation for the death of two of their people
in an attack upon their tribe by Burmans of the village of ftlay-
ba-lan many years ago, but which the custom of their race render-
ed it imperative upon them to avenge whenever the opportunity
offered, however remote that period might be.

During the reference to government the two men in confine-
ment exhibited symptoms of a disease of the heart, the invariable
consequence to the hill races of a prolonged residence in the
yalley, involving a change of habits and climate from those of their
mountain homes, and fearing that the good effect of the merciful
consideration of government towards them would be lost by any
longer delay, I took upon myself the responsibility of their release
and sent a message to the chief to come and take to their homes
the two men in confinement. Here however a difficulty presented
itself which I had not previously foreseen—the fear of contagion,
which operates so powerfully throughout the whole Karen races,
was doubly excited when it became known that sickness was the
cause of their restoration to the tribe, and as neither the chief nor
even the immediate relatives of the sick men would came in they
succumbed to the disease and died in jail.

Aware of the custom of these tribes to demand life for life, I
took the precaution to have one of the Na-Khans present at the
death of the two Yaings, for the purpose of informing the tribe
of the circumstance attending their sickness and its fatal result
and averting the onus which in taking their lives by a public
execution I should have incurred; and so, having sent intimation
of their death and an invitation to the chief and the relations of
the deceased men to meet me when near their location, en route
to Karen-Nee, with the intention of giving them a full explana-
tion and softening their affliction by a few presents, I dismissed
the matter from my mind. Not 40 however the people of Ta-lo-
bwa as the sequal will shew.

The chief of Oo-Boo previously mentioned, in concert with the
Na-Khans, were the principal agents in procuring delivery of
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two men of Ta-Io-bwa up to me, and many threats had been made
of taking their lives, unless those of the dead men were satisfied
by payment to the tribe of two Kye-dzees and 30 ticals of silver, of
which no notice was taken; and although on my passage across the
mountains I invited the chief and people of Ta-lo-bwa to come to
my camp, they kept aloof, brooding over their revenge. On my
return route, crossing the ranges at a point within a day's journey
of the Ta-Io-bwa tribe, I again essayed to communicate with them
personally, but without effect, although I remained for a day at the
village of Oo-Boo for this purpose, and not until yesterday, when
the murder of the little girl was reported to me,waslacquainted with
the blood-thirsty disposition and intentions of these fiends towards
me, of which the following particulars were related by one of
the Karen Na-Khans. From his statement it appears that a
man of the Oo-Boo tribe, who is related to that of Ta-lo-bwa, was
present at the latter village on the day of my arrival at Oo-Boo
and was witness to a conversation by several men of the tribe, who
concerted a plan to kill me and the Na-Khans in the dead of the
night. Accordingly at midnight some 20 men of the tribe proceed-
ed with torches down to my camp at Oo-Boo, two of whom were
to enter my tent and spear me as I slept, while other four were to
enter the Zayat at the village, in which the Na-Khans slept, and
spear them through the bamboo floor from below. Following
their plan of blood the two men descended the mountain stream
near which my tent was pitched and had approached close to it
when the glare of the torches held by the rest of their companions
who remained behind to cover the retreat of the murderers frighten-
ed one of the elephants near which they had unknowingly
approached, the noise and confusion which followed caused the
torch bearers to extinguish their lights and escape, and the men
near my tent and those who had gone to the Zayat partaking of
the alarm hastily retreated without accomplishing their deadly
purpose. Losing their way in the darkness they remained near
the stream until day break and then observing a little girl, the
daughter of the chief of Oo-Boo, who had come down from the
village for water, they plunged their spears through her body and
departed. But a few minutes elapsed ere the mother following
her child found her dead, with the blood of the innocent girl still
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flowing and mingling with the clear water of the mountain stream.
In this passage of peril to my life, I feel an overwhelming sense

of gratitude to the Almighty for my preservation, as on my cross-
ing the boundary range into our own territory I discontinued the
guard at my tent during the night and in His care alone my safety
lay*

I may add that the particulars here related were given to the
Na-Khan by the Yaing of Oo-Boo who did not leave Ta-lo-bwa
until after the return of the party from their unsuccessful attempt
upon our lives.

E. O'RILEY.

NOtES.

(1). The large and valuable trade of the Shans from the territories lying to the N.
£. of the Burman Umpire (and who are, west of the Salween, tributary to the Bur-
inan government) has hitherto had its coarse through the Burman district of Kye-
toung, to the north of Toungoo, thence through the valley of the Sitang to the
ports of Rangoon and Maul main. The heavy exactions and other vexatious imposts
however to which the traders were subjected by every petty official on that route
to Toungoo induced the chief tradersi to essay the long established route through
Karen-Nee into the Shway Gyeen district thus avoiding the northerly road via Kye-
toung to Toungoo. On the first occasion, 2 years since, much difficulty was expe-
rienced owing to the rapacity of the chiefs of Karen-Nee, who following the example
of the Burmese, levied arbitrary imposts on the merchandise as it passed through
the country, but in consequence of a friendly correspondence having arisen be-
tween the chief Kyay-hpo-gye, the Deputy Commissioner of Shway-gyeen, Captain
Bird more and myself, wherein we pointed out the great advantages that would
Tesult form a free and unrestricted course of trade through his territory, that chief
permitted the traders to pass on payment of a stipulated tax upon each bullock
load. Captain Birdmore at tbe same time having opened the road by the
eastern ranges of the Poung-Loung into his district, the Shans with their merchan-
dise to the amount of from 4 to 5,000 bullock loads have passed on their annual
trading expeditions to the coast by that route.

The object of the present undertaking is therefore to open a road east from Toun-
goo through the ranges of the Poune-Loung striking upon the central trading road
into the Shway-gyeen district, by which the traders may come direct from Karen-
Nee to Toungoo, and so avail themselves of a market for their goods which is at
present lost to them by tbe long detour to the southward of Toungoo via the
Kyouk-gyee and Shway-gyeen road.

(2). These two men belong to the converted Christian Karens of the American
Baptist Mission, and are in the employ of government as Na-Khans or agents to
the tribes of (wild) Karens in the vast mountain region of the Poung-Loung, many
of which are in the most degraded state of uncivilization. They accompany me for
the purpose of acting as a medium of communication with those tribes through
whose locations it will be found necessary to open the road.

(3). The nature of this individual's position in our party requires a few words in
explanation of the sanguinary appellation conferred upon him. In the foregoing
note I have alluded to the tribes of wild Karens which inhabit these mountain*, for
the most part a turbulent and vicious race, who are in the habit of making forays
on other tribes, seizing all the individuals they can and selling them into slavery to
the Red Karers on the Salween river :—thus they are the dread of the more peace-
ful tribes who however los« no opportunity of inflicting a severe retaliation upon tn«
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Yainjrs. Under this state of feeling towards each other it is a natural deduction
that the man-stealers should live in constant fear of at lack, and only to those who
have sworn brotherhood do they grant permission to pass their locations unmolested.

The ceremony of this interchange of fraternity is either by sucking a portion of
each other's blood from a puncture in the arm, or by infusing a drop in water and
drinking it, the chief of the tribe being the operee as brother to the stranger. Tt was
during a previous tour among these tribes that I found it necessary to conform to
this custom, as without it the tribe refused permission to pass their lands nnd I
should have been necessitated to draw blood by a sharper process and so closed
our chance of friendship for ever. Under these circumstances, having been allowed
to nominate a substitute for the process, the man Ootwai offered himself, was
accepted by the chief, sucked his blood, and cemented our brol her hood for life.
And now that we are proceeding through mountain fastnesses, the residence of
these wild tribes, the blood sucker accompanies the party as pioneer, hence his
title should be with more justice the "peacemaker," the blood sucking pi ocess
being the means to that enu.

(4). For their better security against sudden attack the whole of the tribes ot
Karens of these mountain ranges live together under one roof, each family having a
small space partitioned off from the others; sometimes as many as 300 to 400 souls
are thus herded together who acknowledge the uuthority of a chief of the house, eng-
thoo-gyee, but do not adopt the social system of property in common. In answer
to my enquiries I learnt that in their cultivations, each family with its collateral
branches plants a separate plot, the produce of which is housed in a granary of
their own and forms their subsistence. And in reply to my question, whether any
provision was made for the old, decrepid and sick numbers of tfce community who
possessed no immediate relations, I was told, that during the Burman time so
great was the insecurity attending Iheir very existence that their hearts were
haidened against affliction and pity for the distressed was rarely shewn, so that
a man possessing nothing lived upon the roots of the field until nature became
exhausted when he died ; others again who evinced a disposition of shirking labor
and become a burthen or otherwise troublesome to the community were sold to
the Yaings of the eastern ranges, but that since the teacher had appeared amongst
them and they had heard also from my own mouth that the time of oppression and
tyranny had passed away a better state of affairs had obtained with them, and that
charity as a divine precept tuught them by the teacher was observed by all the
tribes professing Christianity.

While waiting for the passage of the elephants up the steep ascent, I was
amused to observe the whole of the inhabitants of the village swarming up the side
of the hill to where I stood, and forming a line along the path. Thinking that it was
a simple act of curiosity that brought them out, I stood for a short time watching
their pioceedings and on my moving forward to ascend ihe hill, an old man who
was in the last stage of emaciation from asthma came forward with solemn pace
and placed his hand in mine, giving me the up and down movement of a pump-
handle shake, and then followed the mass of old and young, male and female, from
the baby slung on its mother's back whose little paw was drawn across her shoulder
and with her own profered for the shake. I groaned in spirit at the task before me
but making a desperate effort 'I plunged into ihe mass, grasping as many fingers as
I could collect at once, performed the one, two of the pump-handle and so on wit A
a fresh batch until I completed the whole, blessing raj self at its conclusion. This
custom of hand-shaking has been introduced by the Karen teachers who are in-
dulged in the luxury by the American Missionaries; in tact it would appear to be
a formula of their national creed. In the instance to which* I now refer however it
is decidedlv inconvenient, as I can safely aver that not a single individual of all
that crowd of humanity which passed my hands was free from a certain cutaneous
disease not to be mentioned to ears polite, and those not enjoying the veritable
chose if any there were, had the scaly skin disease (a form of leprosy I believe)
so loathsome to the sight. In fact a more unclean by mass of humanity than
these embryo Christians I have rarely met with. In talking over the matter of
this propensity to dirt with one of the Na-Khans and pointing to the healthful
mountain streams which a bountiful providence had placed there for their use, he
said that it was a deep rooted superstition which prevented them from the use of
water, to which they attributed sickness and death.

Surely with the symbolical rite of their initiation into the Christian faith
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as taught by the Baptists it were equally merciful to inculcate with these poor
wretches the cloansinc of the body t>y the snuie element, by which much of tlia
sickness they sutler might tie averted, and if by such teaching they could In:
brought to appreciate the use of soop occasionally, more valuable by far tlinn
either Godfrey's Cordial or the Balm of Gileaff, it would prove a real blessing to
infants aa well as mothers, some of whom (intiints) slun-j at the backs of their
mothers were covered with Matches of the digitise.

After bidding adieu to the unclean lot, the Pioneer Oo-Twai gave me the
gratuitous information that the diseus« was catching and that was (lie re;ison they
all enjoyed it, living as they did all together in one homo. I took the hint how-
ever, and on my arrival at the next mountain stream had n good scouring with
sand of the honored " mimus" and deputed the Pionuer to stutid band shaker for
me on all future occasions of the kind,

(5). Throughout the whole of the tribes of the mountain races included between
the Stiffen and the Si(ans rivers ft passion tor the possession of these instruments
(Kye-Dzeis) predominates. To such an extent diws it operate with aome of thoaa
iff tlieiituriiHtrciliiO'-d vallnys of thene mountain* tliat instances are by no means rare
of their having bartered their chUdrca mul relations lor tlieni. A lopersUtioo,
common to all mountH in bribe* which I bsva iuet, that the deep sounding note of a
monotoned instrument pro \>i tilt tea the presiding [Vats (genii) of the mountains,
mul averts evil from them. U a reasonable enough cause for such a propensity to
possess them, and those tribes whn have the greatest number aw regarded as the
more powerful. In all rinff gatherings, whether lor peaceful anjnyraanl or prepa-
ratory to an expedition to settle some intertribal bloodtetid, the Kye-Dxeis
are brought tbrthcjind beaten, and as the resonance name echos back from (he deep
gorges of the mountain glens they regard it as (he Approving answer of the
•pint, become excited by drinking a spirit rudely distilled from rice and a scene
of the wildest revelry ensues.

- XU

fdA

•

The abow sketch of a Kye-dzei, nn heir-loom of the Iribe of May-fja-ilnong, will
civeitn idea of the form of thuse gtmjjsor drums, which arc Btung round the centre
and beaten with a buffer or like HadlbVM •• drum rclcwastjc" tuiimpi'd witli
the fist instead of a stick at the large end, the smaller one being open as repre-
sented. They are made by the ShtlU of a metal consisting of copper and spelter of
about | of an inch in thickness and profusely ornamented in a rude atyle <m the
Borfiaoo of the cyttoder with smail fi-rnres of animals, elephants, fro({8. monkeys
ami <IORS, prlncipall;, projectiî p; therefrom, They vary in eise, some beinir much
larger than the one represented and are valued accordingly from 50 to 500 ticals
of silver.

I was assured hy tli« chief of the Ldy-pya-sy™ Iriho tlint tliesp instrument"
were the orijtinmiTif; CAQM of nil the intertiibiil ft•mltwhichat, pn-sftii evicted
amongst them. The loss oi'one by theft or from haying btwi ienL to aiioihur tribe
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and never returned was a cause of revenge handed down from general ion to gene*
ration and until satisfied either hy the exchange of a man stolen from the indebted
tribe for a Kye-dzei to replace the lost one, a cause oi enmity would ever exist
between them.
(7). On* of these men from the eastern locations of the central range with several

ot his people had features so remarkably Chinese as to make the difference of race
between them and the Yaings of Karen-Nee at once obvious and distinctive. On
enquiry, I found that they were almost an isolated class from their position in the.
higher valleys of the central range, and were regarded by the Yaings as a ferocious
and turbulent race, living in constant hostility with the surrounding tribes whom
they seize and sell into slavery: they professed a sort of nominal subservance to
the authority V>f Kyoy-hpo-gye but paid neither tribute nor tax of any kind. Their
language is a dialect of that spoken by the whole of the races of Yaings, but local
differences in this respect are common even in separate communities of the same
tribe (as will be seen in a subsequent note). I ana of opinion however that the
various tribes at present inhabiting this mountain region have found refuge
here iroin the tyranny and oppression characteristic of all the despotic govern-
ments on the N. a»d £. and that in common with the Karens—or the generic term
lor a people who at some distant period were driven from the upper waters of the
Irrawaddj— Shans, mountaineers from the M. W. frontier of China and Siam,
more especially from the Siamese border provinces east of the Salwten river,
have at various periods planted themselves in its fastnesses and in the course of
succeeding generations have become in a great measure amalgamated.

(8). ft is a peculiar feature of the intercourse between the Karens of these

lage. in general mis is marxeu uy a mountain scream, in other cases by the line of
hills surrounding their location carried down to the drainage at the base. To pass
this line, which has been marked bv the ancestors of the tribes, is deemed an
aggression to be expiated only by the seizure of one of the individuals of the
trespassing tribe and v " this has occurred in the years long past this scuse of
grievance is kept alive by being transmitted to each succeeding generation, thus
forming a prolific source of enmity and wide spread alienation between sections of
the same race. To such an extent did this prevail during the Burnian government
that many villages within sight of each other held no coimriunication for years,
nor would individuals of either village pass the boundary line of their cultivations
under any circumstances except for the commission of some act of violence on its
neighbouring community.

During the course of a conversation on the above subject, with the Karen Mis-
sionary (Qua lah) he reverted to the isolation of villages of Karens from each
other as the operating cause of the diversity of dialect existing in their language
and this will doubtless be conceded if it be borne in mind that linguistic terms of
ordinary import and in general use as idiomatic forms of expression have a cycle
of transition ©van in the Janguuges of En rope and eventually become lost or so
altered from their originality as to be obsolete in that form ; how much more rapid
therefore must the transition be in a state of society such as that described ? To
this cause must certainly be attributed the disparity of idiom which prevails
throughout the whole Karen races where no foreign admixture has occurred, and
this is found to prevail more especially with the tribes of Dyaks in Borneo under
a state of social relations even more antagonistic than that of these tribes of the
Karens race.

It would form a most interesting subject for ethnological research to trace the
affinity, if any exist, between these mountain races and the Dyaks of Borneo of
which the Kyans form the most numerous section.

(9). On the subject of the perpetual fear and dread of attack in which these poor
wretches pass their existence the Karen Teacher told me that it was the custom of
some of the more barbarous tribes of the Pagoh for the women to keep watch durincr
the night while the men slept and that at early dawn each man with spear in hand
mad'; a minute inspection of the pathways leading to the village' to ascertain
whether any one had approached it during the night. On detecting the tracks of
strangers they bent some oi the leaves of the vegetation double near the foot mark*
to indicate danger to any of their community who chanced to pass.
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On one occasion be was present at a Pagoh village when in the early night the
alarm was given by two of the men who bad returned late from their cultivations
that the Van-thai or marauders were approaching the village. All thu people and
dogs outside at once ascended the high platform of the house drawing'up the
ladders after them, rushing tmmiltuousiy together within the house they in concert
with the dogs set up such shrieking that almost stunned the senses ; during this
diabolical hubbub the attacking party had approached within the enclosure and
were about to thrust their spears through the bum boo floor of the house to m;ike
flu: in mates descend, wht;n, having quelled the noise and confusion, he told the men
to depart threatening to shoot them if they persi-ted in tlieir attack, this having no
effect he fired oil' a small pistol which orte of hit fblloiran usually carried and in
a moment all was still as the grave—the explosion had done its work and the
people of the nouse were freed from further molestation.

(10). This custom of interment of the dead, placing on ant' within the grave
articles adapted to the consumption ami use of the living obtains almost generally
throughout the Karen race, the difference where [t exist* being that, of the method
of disposal of the remains, some of the trlMte uainfe inoremaiton instead of burial,
but even in (bat case the bones or any remnant* that remain of them are carefully
collected and interred with a portion of the valuables belonging to the dd

^frtmS^

It may be presumed I hat a ceremony shrouded by a darkened and dread super-
stition has past through many generations without any material alteration from
the process of its nominal institution; if so it iiftbnU an unerring rlata
from which we may trace the origin of these mountain races to the ancient
Mongols whose tartar tribes as far back as history carries us used similar forms of
sepulture accompanied however l»v the sacrifice of life at the tomb. And if the
doctrine of distinct races of men and their physiognomical peculiarities be taken a*
a medium of identification then the almost perfect Esquimaux f.-autresand shape of
heads which prevails generally, but in some of the wilder tribes more especially,
mark them ns the decendiuiis of the ancient Tartar hordes who, a» we reail, swept
from their inhospitable steppes cross the regions of central Asia fur into the jilaini
of Hindustan whence they have subsequently been dispersed into the more inac-
cessible mountain systems of the Himmalayn and its subordinate ranges.

I subsequently learnt that on the interment of any luflaential person a slave and
a pony were secured near the grave but not sacrificed and although bound with
the purpose of preventing eacape Ihsy invariably released themselves from taeli
bonds and escaped, the slave in such case regaining freedom from all previous
claims.
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Equally important as a data of investigation with other rites and ceremonies
is that of their superstitions and modes of procedure consequent thereon That
of augury by means of the bones of fowls as prevailing throughout the whole tribes
is 1 think of the first importance in guiding such enquiry. The method of proceed
ing as witnessed by me wa? as follows—the leg and wing bones of the fowl on beine
cleaned were examined, each pair separately, and in the small apertures found on
each a small piece of bamboo was inserted shewing the direction into the bone—the
inclination of the piece of bamboo in a uniform direction, the number of the holes
in each bone, their evenness or otherwise, corresponding with the test of their own
proposition before examining the bones, forming the reply negative or otherwise to
the question involved. As many irregularities occur in these small air passages
the course of the augury has a corresponding variety of signification so that it
requires an adept in the act of divination to read the oracle correctly.

(11)*. This Ikoor of the women was brought prominently to my notice by a
(Shan) Poon-gye (Budhist Driest) who resides here with the few Shans who have
been compelled to take refuge in the place to e^capelroui the persecution of their own
governments. He said that during the raina-at the period of planting their fields
the women were occupied almost entirely out of doors while the men remained at
home to cook their own meals, that the females rarely enjoyed a regular meal
during that period and were content with a head of maize or a handful of Kyeek,
•Billet, or other grain with which to satisfy hunger as they proceeded to their
daily labor, they however are permitted the Indulgence in the use of-the intoxica-
ting Koung Yai and spirits which they drink to excess on occasions of general
festivity und with the aid of the never failing pipe, evince a state of happiness and
contentment not to be expected troia their degraded condition.

(12). In the absence of all form of government of a protective character tho
Red-Karens invariably carry arms, usually a light match-lockwithi a £ ? n th!
waist belt; in the absWeo'f the former from one to tt̂ ^rtotoSKm wiS
iron heads and a Dha form the equipment of the adult male population whoTare
as prone to improve the opportunity for aggression on their neighbours o* the
latter are upon them, hence the necessity for the universal spear and match-lock
which prevails and 1 urn informed by the Shans who have long resided in the
country that the Red-Karens hold life very cheaply and in their quarrels
with each other on the most trifling occasions use their arms with deadly effect.

The uncontrolled license of action which prevails throughout the whole country,
is a prolific source of aggressive practices on the part of the chiefs of villages, who,
on occasions of their cupidity being excited by the information of coveted property
in the possession of their neighbours, concert measures of attack with any volun-
teers who may offer, and mounted on their ponies in the dead of the night rush
upon the devoted vil'rge, plunder it, set fire to the houses and retreat ere the in-
habitants have recovered from their terror. Mounted on their high stuffed saddles
with match-locks lung at their back they bear no bad resemblance to the maraud*
tag Cossack of the Don, to whom in disposition also the resemblance is no leu
striking.

February 1st 1857—As 1 anticipated, so It bas occurred, the offending Yaings
on hearing of the intention of the Myo-oke to visit them with an armed party for
the purpose of carrying out my orders to effect the release of the man detained
came to meet him with the man whom they restored and made many excuses tor
their former disobedience. Others of the same tribes who have hitherto been the
dread of the weaker villages have also come voluntarily and placed themselvag
under our rule.

* The reference to this note on p. 442 has been omitted.
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